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“Soldiers in the Rear

POy
7 tures are, upper left, 1 .
;” ‘upper right, “Drilling in

;» upper center, “Col. Coppin-

Camp” and below,

ger and the Emigrants;

scenes incident to the settlement of Old
“«Sunday Service in Camp:2.

slverton for Harper's Magazine at
1t is from Walter

the separate pic.

« _'This rare old engraving of
Oklahoma was sketched by Charles S
the time and on the scene of the start in Kansas.
Ferruson’s collection of early day relics. The titles of
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By La-Vere Shoenfelt Anderson .

X ITH the ninety-ninth anni-
¥y versary this fall of the
: signing of the Dancing
] . Rabbit treaty, and the
unveiling by-the D. A, R, of a large
boulder. upon  the site - where
thig famous treaty was prepared in
which -the Choctaw nation agreed
to give up its lands east of the
Mississippi- and-take up a new home
in: the west, interest turns. once
again to -that ‘great personality,
-Greenwood LeFlore, whose de-
scenddints may be found in almost
an® city of Oklahoma and whe, as
the last chief of the Choctaws east
of the Mississippi river, was largely
_responsible . for - the signing of
Dancing Rabbit treaty and the sub-
sequent yielding to the white man
iof all Choctaw sovereignty in the
‘gouth,’

Said to be the oldest public docu-
;ment in Okiahoma, the Dancing
Rabbit treaty, signed by Maj. John
“H. Eaton and Col. John H. Coffee
for the United States, and Choctaw
eaders including the three great
chiefg — Mushulatubbee ~ of the
northwestern district, Mittahechi of
the southeastern district, and Col.
Greenwood LeFlore of the western
district,, now hangs-on the wall of
the Capitol museum at Oklahoma

TYXREENWOOD LeFLORE, born

Jurne 3, 1800, of Louis LeFlore,
a. French ‘Canadian, and Rebecca
€ravat LeFlore, a2 full-blood Choc-
taw maiden, was the eldest of sev-
eral children. Of a prominent and
wealthy family, well-educated,
pleasing in appearance and with the
gift of born leadership, he early
became an outstanding figure in the
Choctaw nation, and at the early
age of 22 was chosen by his people,
in the first popular election held
by the Choctaws, as chief.

In an-. article published in the
veriodical “The Sunny South” on
May 13, 1905,-and later reprinted ln
an issue of .*“Chronicles of Okla‘

homa,” Greenwood LeFlore was de- |

seribed as follows: ..

“()YF the purest. blood ‘of both
Caucasian and Choctaw, he in-
herited - the highest tiaits of each
race, and This character was a
blending of the finest instincts of
both, which was combined with
magniflcent physical strength and
great handsomeness of form and
feature.
~“There was nothmg 1gnob1e in his
makequp and he  possessed great
intellect. Owing to‘the 'admixture of
blood in his veins, he had a keen
understanding and sympathy with
both the white rnan and the red,
and was fully able to cope with
either, He was able, wise, far-seeing,
a believer, in reform and education.
To him the greatest danger that
menaced his people was ignorance.
Education first, Chrlstxa.nity next,
‘wag -his motto.
i “In the zZenith of his power, he
set ‘himself ‘earnestly to the task
of ‘civilizing dand wuplifting his peo-

A photograph of the Dancing Rabbit Treaty, Whereb'y the Choc-

taws agreed to.give up their
Indian Territory.
Oklahoma City.

ple, and the many reforms which he
introduced among :them were
worthy of a statesman of the best
school. -He encouraged education
among them, put down witcheraft
and sorcery, -and . secured to the
homicide a fair trial despite the
unwritten law of ‘blood for blood
and life for life,” making no dis-
tinction between accident and pre-
meditated intent. He prevented the
sale of intoxicants, encouraged civil
and religious marriage and perma-
nent homes, . cultivation of the soil
and Christianity.”

eFLORE'S career

and colorful one. For man¥y
years he was the most prominent
man of his nation, Twice he was
sent to the house of representa-
tives; once.to the senate. So. active
was he in the interests of the United

was a varied,

homes in Mississippi and move._to
The original hangs in the Capitol fahuseum at

States that- by way of recognition
for services well performed,” the
government’ made a gift of a
large piece of Iand.m “Mississippi.

On that groﬁnd Heé built his home,
“Malmaison,’™ a_veritable “palace in
the wilderness”. with its French
hickory furniture overlaid with
gold, its . oM canvases from. the
hands of the masters, it® superb li-
brary, its:cut glass and sllver fit
for a kmg’su e. .-

There, too; he- built a
Point LeFiore. which, situated :at
the junction of the Tallahatchie and
Yalobusha rivers, hecame a ship-
ping point of promise. E

At the time of the Civil war Le-
Flore, always in sympathy with the
Union although residing in the #er-
ritory of  the Confederacy, Jlost
much-of his property and Point
LeFlore was wiped out. i

o

new Indian territory opened in the

1 Baton and Colonel Coffee, to Mis-
| sissippi with but the one instruc-
{ tion, “Fail not to make a treaty.”

| opposed to the move,
| they did, that where they had their

1To him it was evident that refssal
[would be-futile.

a town cal}ed;

PERI—IAPS the one most impor-
tant act of his life, the thing
that has kept his name alive for
over half a century, was his spon-
sorship of the Daneing Rabbit
treaty and his persuasian of his
people to give up their lands in the
scuth and make an exodus for the

west.
In September 1830, President
Jackson sent two emissaries, Major

Their mission was to induce the

| Choctaws to move west. L

T first the ledaders of the Indian’1
race were almost unanimously
feeling, ,as

homes and had buried their fam-
ilies, ‘there they wished to remain.
Colon_el'LeFlore, ‘however, was one
of the small group who favored
the signning of the treaty,

According to one
commentator, Mrs. Lee J. Langley,
he had the wisdom  to see that
“signing was not only a measure of
necessity, but of policy as well, It
was but the natural conflict of
superiority .and inferiorty, and
could end but one way, in the ‘sur-
vival of -the fittest.” It was a diffi-
cult situation but there was only
one thing to be done and that Le-
Flore did.

“This act, however, prejudiced
many of the Indians against, him.
They said of him: ‘He got up on a
bench and kept pushing us up to
the end, until, one by one, we all
fell off and be had it all to him-
self.” 7’

IX THOUSAND Indians, includ-

ing men, women and -children,
went into camp at Dancing Rabbit
creek in -September, 1830, to meet
the representatives of the United
States government -and settle the
matter of whether they would or
would not vacate their-lands east
of the Mississippi river. Finally the
treaty was drawn up and given the
name of “Dancing Rabbit”” after
Dancing Rabbit creek, a creek of

clear  sparkling water that ran
through the camp.
It  is -said - the spot was a

rendezvous for many rabbits and
well-known ~as a hunting ground,
and hence was selected as the meet-
ing place that all. might know
where to go.

Due largely .to the -efforts of
Greenwood LeTlore, who pointed
out to his people that a clause
would be added to-the tredty per-
mitting those who desired to re-
main in their old homes to do so,
the Choctaws were finally won over
and the Dancing Robbit treaty was
signed, September 27, 1830.. In
February . of the following year it
was ratified by corigress and the
removal of the Choctaws to Indian
territory begun.

According te the treaty the land

‘ters of the American “Reévolution,

' Gree;nis;dqdi LeK
west of Missouri ‘and

braska to the Red riverf :
south, and extending ds
the degree of Icrigifude d
United States from. Mexian terri-
tory (as far as tl}ey th.e, believed

Civilized Tribes. S

And to that land, now t
half of Oklhaoma, ' the
emigrated during- the n11
last century.

N the exact spot wher
the signing of "th
Rabbit treaty took place
nard Rome chapter of” the Daugh-

of Columbus, Miss.,  have had a
huge pearl gray boulder, five- feet
high, three feet wide anci welghmg
6,000 pounds, unveiled in

i
irom a century-old painting,

‘commernoration of that mempra.hle
e\ent of September 27, 1830, when

‘the Choctaws yielded their doma.in

in the south to the pale faces angd
‘Greenwood LeFlore proved himsélf
a . statesman of the first water.. -

Greenwood LeFlore never left his
beautiful home, ‘“Malmaison,” bt
the LéFlore family was a large one

Jand many of his brothers and: sls-

ters made their way to the ‘m w
territory. there to carve out illuﬁﬂ
trious careers and add new prestige
to the name of LeFlore,” One stugh
‘descendant, thie daughter of Foﬁxﬁ
LeFlore,. who was . the young®
brother of Greenwood, is now:.

A. E. Pérry and lives in Oklahi
City. Some. of the information cﬁh-
tained in this story, and later to e
included in a book on state. hxstpr?.
“Oklahoma—-Yeslerday, Today, T~
morrow,” now being compiled by
Mrs. Dan Morris of  Tulsa, .has
come - from Ler, ’



The famous Oklahoma Land Rush of April 22, 1889, when the crack of a pistol opened 1,900,000 acres
of land to homesteaders.

A
FOTTO"I(E!

o

The fiest Post Office at Oklahoma City, opened April 23, 1889,
the day following the grear Oklahoms Land Rush. Drawn from
an actual photograph, Postmaster G. A. Beidler is shown standing

in front of the Post Office, guarded by his son, Chase Beidler.
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Writer Finds Natwe Stone Mausoleum of World’s M
Of Southern Muskogee C’ozmz‘j/, Meets Old- tzmers W h

By EVELYN HUGHES SHUMARD)

T the foot of the Cherokee
hills in McIntosh county is

in and out, up and over, like

a broad ribbon carelessly thrown
{from the hand of its wearer.
This road project must
been carefully carried out by an
engineer with an artistic soul. He
may have followed in reality or
{magination the bridle paths of
- Belle Starr and her assoclates to
the security of their retreat in the

fastness of the Cherokee hills.

INTERWOVEN with the history

of Oklahoma is the story of per.
haps the most notorious woman
outlaw who ever graced, or dis-
graced, the pagesg of history. The
trails through the thickets of thisg
*“Sherwood Forest” to the once al-
most In accessible cabin home,
havée had more than 40 years to
dim, but there iz an element in
the woman’s life which makes her
story always Interesting. Not one
element, but many, and through-
out the years her doubtful place
in Oklahoma history has gone un-
challenged.

The name “Younger's Bend” was
a tribute of Belle Starr to a friend-
ship of early life. Her twin
brother had been a guerilla in
Quantrell’s band and was killed in
1862. Belle, or Myra Belle Shirley—
her real name-—acted as scout and
spy for the James boys and Cole
Younger for a time.

At Whitefield on the southern
boundary of Muskogee county,
lives W, 8. Hall, merchant, who
was postmaster at this place dur-
ing Belle Starr’s reign. On the
wall above his wood-box hangs the
“Postoffice” just as he used it 50
years ago. It has 30 pigeon-holes,
each about six jnches square.

"I HAD e fellow saw the plank and

make it right here at the store,”
gald Mr, Hall, *“Then I took an
old blue-back speller and cut the
A B Cs out and pasted them on
each box. This was a military
road and folks came for miles to
get their malil. That S box usually
had more than any other, though.

“Mrs. Starr was mighty partic-
ular about her mail and I kept
it carefully for her when she was
off on one of her long trips.”

Mr., Hall's keen comments on
“Mrs. Starr” as a neighbor—she
only lived seven or eight miles

~-and as a cuatomer, take a
dltterent Hne than those corded
by the professional histori
v Environment more than heredlty

seems to have inflienced. hey e
tire lita. After her twin 'bro
became a member of Quantrell'
band of guerillas she adopted the
wild and daring life also.

THE family of Judge Shirley
moved to Texas following the
war. Members of these bushwhack-
er and guerilla gangs drifted in
from time to ‘time. Among the
young men was Jim Reed who had
served in the Conferadate army.
She had always known him. Judge
SBhirley objected to their marriage,
but she slipped away on her thor-
oughbred and was married to Jim
on horseback with a score of com-
panions as witnesses.

The father abducted heér and sent
her to school. After six months
Jim Reed stole his bride away, and
her father again got her and sent
her to relatives in the far west,
The young husband, after finding
her whereabouts, went after her.
and took her to his paxents in Mis-
souri.

After the birth of her two chil.
dren, Pearl and Ed, her parents be-
came reconciled to her marriage.
Then Jim killed 2 man to avenge
h s brother’s death and became a
fugitive from justice, spending
most of his time in Indian Ter-
ritory., Their children were left
with thelr grandparents, and Belle
s;;ent many months “scouting” with

m.

LITTLE study of outlaw history

will soon prove the fallacy of
the statement, “there’s honor
among thieves,” for Jim’s is only
one of many cases where one
friend turned traitor and killed the
other for the reward.

“Jim was killed right here at the
ferry,” sald Mr, Hall. “The ferry-
man took him over the river; as
he started up the bank throush the
thicket, somebody hid there, fired.
He jumped high in the air and
yelled like a wild Indian., Frank
West sald as he came down he was
hit again. Frank came up and said,
*Jim Reed’s been killed.! ‘Well,” I
sald, ‘I reckon we'll have to buyry
him. Two or three of the boys
brought his body up in a wagon.
‘We made his coffin right here,
covered it with black calico, and
buried him right up there. He had
two guns on him—and I just won-
der who got them.”

An old history, dealing with the
outlaws in Indian Territory, tells
an entirely different story, accord-

a well graded road, winding

have,

but “I tell it as 'twas told to me.”

No. 1. The old log harn built
a half century ago by Belle Starr.
1t is the only structure built dur-
ing her lifetime still standing on
the homestead.

No..2. Belle Starr’s grave and
tomb.” It was between her old
house and the log structure
shown at the left,

No. 3. Hall’'s store, where
Belle Starr obtained her wmail.
This store,building was built by
one of the McCurtaing, promi-
nent in the Choctaw tribe, Mr,
Hall is the man standing on the
porch. Bell Starr had obtained
her mail from Mr. Hall in this
same store more than 40 years
ago when she rode back to her
home—and ‘death.

Lower left shows Cooper Sur-
rat, a resident of Whitefield, who
knew the outlaw intimately. It
was at his home that Sam Starr,
one of Belle's husbands, was
slain. g

Lower right is the white mar-
ble slab on Belle's grave. At the
top of the slab Is a horse and in
the upper right-hand corner, a
star. The outlaw had made such
a request before she wa.s killed,
according to her It

‘ing to whieh Jim Read was. killad
in Texas at a much #hriler date,

after
ities even ‘declare
beautiful clothes, laid Lier: sombraro’
and chaps aside and played the
part of culture in the eastern re-
sorts for .a season or. 8o.

“She sure was particular,” con-
tinued Mr, Hall, “and it was trou-
ble over this mail that is supposed
to have caused her death. 8he got
a lot of what I called fiotitious
mail. One day Hdgar Watson, &
near-by farmer, got a letetr of hers
from here and she was pretty mad,
That led to trouble between them
and he was accused of shooting
her. Then her own son, Ed Reed,
asked for her mai] one day. I sup-
posed his mother had sent him, and
he opened one of the letters. She
undertook to whip him. He was
about grown, They say she put her
sjx-shooter to his head and shid,
‘I'll whip you or I'll kill you.,” He
threatened to kill her the first
chance he got. After that she gave
orders that nobody was to get her
mail except her. Ed rode her horse
one time to a dance against her or-
ders and she whipped him with
Rer riding whip for that.”

P‘OST boxes here and there along
the way to Younger's Rend
shows this to be a “government
road.” No longer must the dweller
in these woods ride miles on horse-
back to get the infrequent letter or
the newspaper with information of
the outslde world, but the rural
postman in his Ford traverses dally
the country where once federal of-
ficers were most unwelcome.
Although this country shows the
general progress of Oklahoma, the
arms of {ndustry scarcely have
reached the 1,000 acres which once
comprised the ranch of the outlaw
queen, A wood cutter’s cabin here
and there, and a few coal miners’
shacks are the only - habitations
seen for miles,

ELLE S8TARR is said to have
had three log houses built. Two

of them are deserted and decaying.
The other is torn down, Desolation
over the place is general. A portion
of the old corral, where once she
kept her beautiful horses, is stand-
ing, the rails gray and rotted. A
few split palings stand in groups
with a few more on the ground,
evidence of the fence which she is
said to have had placed for protec-

this
loved. And around her grave three

tion of the flowers woman
ragged little girls, looking like
small scare-crows bhlown by the
wind from the Canadian river val-
ley, gathered wild greens in. the
spring sunshine,
. Outstandi,ng points In this strange
woman's biography have been pub.
!ished widely. It is difficult to find
_between fact and flction.

forthatio: :
aristocratic parent
and Eliza Shirley, Her girlhood wa)
conservative, as was that of any
other well-bred small-town girl of
her period. Her education was the
best to be had, and she is said to
have had & passion for music and
good literature.

Later she returned to Indian
territory, to old Tom Starr's, the
bad Cherokees with whom the gov-

L ernmernt had to make a treaty,
. where she and Jim Reed had spent

g0 much time evading the law.
‘There she married Sam Starr, old
Tom's son, and, as citlzens of the
Chierokee nation, laid elaim to the
large tract of land on the Canadian
river which she called Younger's
Bend.

- Natives claim that this home be~
came the rendezvous for horse-
thieves and cut-throats. A cave
far up the hillside was fitted out

‘so a man might live there for days,

if the officers were too hot upon
the trail., Tradition says that
Jesse James was once hidden there
by this woman.

Reports of Belle Starr's great
love for literature are no doubt ex-
aggerated. It is likely that she
carried a few books into the wil.
derness with her. We are supposed
to believe that she enjoyed Keats
and Browning; that she quoted
Shakespeare beautifully in her
conversations, and that she spent
long evenings before the great
fireplace with her illiterate hus-
band, reading Milton’s “Paradise
Lost” to him and to such other of

the ruffians who may have gath. |

ered there away from pursuit of
the sleuth-hounds of the law,

MANY phases do enter into cer-
tain personalities, and these
traditions may be based upon fact,
but it is easier to picture the no-
torjous Belle Starr in her moments
of 'ease and lelsure occupied with
the “yellow-back” .type of reading,
perhaps the writings ¢f Bertha M.
Clay, popular no¥el producer of
that period who turned out hun-
dreds of weak love stories that
were long best sellers of a class.
Perhaps such as these interested
this lady far more than did
Dickens or Thackeray. .
Those who knew her say she

-_ree .

e -

was a good friend and neig}
but that she waa revengeful
vindictive, never torsot a w

. |
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ost Desperate Woman Outlaw A’ﬂiid Wild and Lonely Hills

ielghbor; | nor forgave an enemy. It was this Cooper Suratt, Indlan, one time
oful and|quality which caused Sam Starr's|friend of Ed Reed, who has lived

years, tells the circumstances just
ag W. 8. Hall does. A dance was
in progress at the Suratt home at
Whitefield. The crowd came to
fill the house beyond capaclty, so
the overflowing crowd built a huge
log fire on the outside, This was
in November, 1888. .

“TVRANK WEST, a ferryman and

United - States deputy, had
brought a number of young men
across the Canadian river to attend
the dance,” sald Cooper BSuratt,
“About a month before this time
Sam's horse had been shot from
under him by a posse. Bella ac-
cused Frank West of being the one

_who had tired on Sam.

“As Belle and Sam came up,
Belle said, ‘There he is, go settle
it with him." West was bending
over the fire, They exchanged a
few remarks and Sam fired sav-
eral ghots into the body of West,
West, before falling dead, had
killed Sam Starr.” )

There have been published many
versions of this outlaw’s death.
These two men were present, so it

o Knew Bandit Leader in Heyday of Her Sensational Career

is only reasonable to believe their
story.

N February, 1889,” said Mr. Hall,

“Mrs. Starr Dassed by here on
her way home. She had gone part
of the way with Jim July to Fort
Smith. Next morning Edgar Wat-
son and two other men came in to
say that she had been shot from
ambush after reaching Younger’'s
bend, within a mile of home. They
made her coffin right here in the
store. I helped cover it with black
calico.” :

She had requested previously to
be buried in her yard on the promi-
nence overlooking the beautitul
valley of the Canadian.

“Hdgar Watson,” continued Mr.

‘Hall, “was filling up the grave

when Jim July and Ed Reed rode
up, arrested him, tled him on a
pony and started for Fort Smith.

’ They stopped here.”

Much had been crowded into her
short life. She was buried on her
forty-first birthday, if the dates
carved in marble at her grave are
correct.

Epitaphs have always furnished
copy for amusement. Graves of the
early settlers are marked in many
curious ways, but nothing in the
old graveyards of New England is
little more amusing than the epi-
taph carved at the head of the
most notorious woman outlaw ever
known, buried alone in the wildest
part of Oklahoma. Over her grave
is built a little mausoleum of na-
tive stone. At the head, like a white
chimney, is a marble slab. On this
1s carved:

BELLE STARR
Born. in Carthage, Missour!
Feb. 5, 1848
Died
Feb. 8, 1889

Shed not for her the hitter ear,

Nor glva the heart to vain regret,
‘Tis but the casket that llas here;

The Gem that filled it sparkles yet.

STANDING nobly above this epi-

taph {8 a horse in bas-rellef,
his nose and one ear cut away by
souvenir hunters. The neglected
monument s being chipped away
slowly. With the majesty of nat-
ural surroundings of great beauty,
the whole effect ofsthe ranch at
lYglunger'p bend is a picture of deso-
ation.

2 wrong | death, in this locality for more than 60

v—— si—"
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SJo a Honarch
By

ETTA BALDWIN OLDHAM

QSO, Longhorn, they intend to put you in a zoo
In order to preserve your failing type,
To keep you safe for younger generation’s view;
A worthy plan—indeed the time is ripe.
But some who do not understand will laugh at you—
Your lanky frame and your great stretch of horn,
Who'll say, “A better cattle took his place.” Ah, do
They dare to use that word? There ne'er was born
Intrepid stock like you . .. determined, strong. . . to live
Through poor lean years of drouth and famine, too—
An animated monarch with a spirit fit to give
More worthy pageant splendor than have you,
Help those who see you, friend, to glance back down
the years
And see in your brave heart the strength of pioneers.




“LET’S RIGHT THE WRONG OF 1929

VOTE FOR

* Henry S. Johnston

Perry, Oklahoma U

For

United States Senator

(Subject to Democratic Primaries)

*

M;,AH___MJ S I N S

J.B.A. ROBERTSON

Candidate For
U. S. SENATE

-In his campaign for the Senate Governor Robertson is
discussing live political and economic questions; the:following
are a few of the real issues which he insists must be understood
and correctly solved if we are to continue to-enjoy liberty:and
obtain a return of real prosperity.

1—The price of bread is the very cornerstone of all true happiness.

2—There can be no over-production of any commodity so long
as there is one person who needs that commodity but on account of
poverty, is unable to procure it. ,

3—That nothing, (food included), is now produced to satisfy
want. It is made to sell,

4—That it is not human needs, but markets, that now command
the attention of statesmen. (This must be changed.)

5—That the Prohibition (liguor) laws have not stopped, nor
even lessened, drinking, (the pledge on which the *‘drys™ secured their
passage) but on the contrary lgave brought upon us the soscalled Crime

Wave; increased the traffic in liquor and made Bootlegging ‘one -of*the.

principal vocations of thousands of men and women, deprived the

Government of needed revenue and made drinking, of poisoned:liquor, .

common to all classes of our citizens, including boys and girls of

tender years,
(Over) 02 i

S



—

Governor M. E. Trapp signing Izaak Walton League Bill,
creating state game and fish commission

iy

Trapp for Governor Club
BERT MEACHAM, Manager

Medical Arts Building,
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

e e e o e







A Glimpse Into State’s

Photo courtesy of Foress B. Lillie of Guthrie, fr om the collection of the late F. B Lmu.
Special Dispatch to The World

GUTHRIL Sept. 21. ——Thirty -nine years ago Monday OKklahoma's second race for homesteads took
. place.

. It was September 22, 1891, that the Sac and Fox, Iowa, and Shawnee-Pottawatomie lands were opened

Pottawatomie counties were added to the new territory by this opening.
The oldephotograph above shows the United States land office at Guthrie the day fa’llowing the Sac and

Fox run and the miilling crowds waiting to .file on the claims taken the day before. The view is looking [

east up Oklahoma avenue, and shows the growth Guthrie had made in the little over two years since

it had been only a bald hillside. In contrast is the modern Federal building, which now stands on the
former land office  site.

to settlement. Logan, Oklahoma and Cleveland counties were enlarged on their east, and Lincoln and |

4{?
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Was Cm*rz'ed With Jac/eso}z at New Orleans

Tattered Remnant Was Dzycqverea’ a Few Years Ago at T zslzommgo cmd Now Decorates W alls of State Museum

- By LA-VERE SHOENFELT
ANDERSON
“ PLEDGE allegiance to my
flag—'* chant the school
children of the nation as
they stand “at attention”
with their right hands raised to
their foreheads, salute-fashion. And
they march, in solemn éouples, up
and down the school ground with
a comrade bearing the standard
of 0Old Glory, leading the way. Or
they bend diligently over their
desks, pieces- of crayon in their
hands, drawing the 13 stripes and
48 stars that form “the national
emblem of the United States.
; Perhaps they can tell us, these
modern youngsters who have"an
amazing propensity for knowing
more than their elders, the history
of our red, white and blue banner.
Perhaps they can explain ‘the sig-
nificance of the many changes that
have befallen it. Perhaps they can
describe the flag of their state and
show wherein its symbolism lays.
Perhaps the young ones can, but
we older folk engrossed in:the tra-
ditional task of earning our daily

bread, find it difficult sometimes |

to summon up from the vaults of
our memories the salient facts of
even so common a subject as the
flag we reverence. Or bits of news
concerning our own state flag. Or
information as to the valuable flag
relics - housed
state historical society museum.

How many of us, for example,
are. familiar with the. fact that a
flag that -went through the "War
of 1812 may be found in the state
museum?

F THIE historic banners now
on . Oklahoma -soil, few are
older or carry a more stirring story
than the flag now hanging on one
wall of the historical museum in
the state capitol, a flag that was
carried at the head of the Chick-
asaw brigade in the battle of New

Orleans and given as a.reward for

courageous service to the great-
grandfather of a present day Ok]a-
homa.

Bloody and tern, but for those
very reasons more inspiring to the
men it led than any new emblem
could possibly be, the flag- was
taken into the Battle of New Or-
leans in 1815.. During the struggle
the standard-bearer was shot.  As
he fell to thé ground a young
soldier sprang fonward, caught up
the colorful banner and carried it
on to victory.

That man was Levi Colbert, the
great-grandfather of Mrs. Czarian
Colbert Conlan, now supervisor of
the Indian department of the Okla-
‘homa - historical society and the
person responsible for the flag’s
preservation at the museum. Be-
cause of his valiant service ;junder
fire during the New Orleans strug-
gle, Colbert was awarded g -medal
for bravery and presented with the
! flag he had rescued from theé dust.

AT HIS death the flag was hand-
ed down -to his descendants

in the Oklahoma

The flag which was carried through the W

st forgotten. A
onlan, remem-
t  her great-
j|and anxious to

the state mu-
seum, located it wi ped around an
old broom handle the home of'a
cousin in Tlskggmlngo After secur-
ing its possess she and her
mother

and eventually al
few years ago Mrs
bering the Story

tersfrgi'mained of the
once splendid banngr to a piece of
brown dexgx_n. Onch so darned,; it

al§e and mterest

n'general -and* to
dar., .

g Jessie Moore

of Oklahoma City, §
preme- ¢court, who 3
interesting story of
banner, “both for

and for a: volumef - be published

during ‘the wintelll “Oklahoma~—
Yesterday, Todayd om(;g{ow, by
ulsagthe Col-

Mrs. Dan Morris ¢
bert flag:is the. al
state. of ~which
record. -

UCH .in a.
fashion our

in the

. The Oklahoma. State Flag.

known variously "as“the American ||

flag the Star and Stripes, the kBan-

ar of 1812, and its owner, Mrs. C. C. Coalan R

ner of Liberty, the Red, White and
Blue, Old Gilory, ete., was evolved.
Although history dates ‘it from
June 14, 1777, when congress
adopted the flag in its present form
—13 stripes alternating red and
white and representing the 13 orig-
ihal colonies, and one white star
for every state on a field of blue—
it m fairly be said that the idea
of a striped American flag is much
older.

The striped flag of Holland was
familiar to the New XEnglanders,
many -of them coming to the new
countyy via Holland and others ar-
rivingtat the shore of the western
world} on Duteh ships flying the
sevenigreen and white stripes of
the Dhitch republic,

Accqrdingly the colonists seem
to have had in mind, from the out-
set, th idea of a striped flag. In
1775-Yp history records the use on

the sea of the curious rattlesnake
flag, a flag of 13 alternate red and
white stripes with a rattlesnake
across the center, and at the bot-
tom the terse warning, “Don’t
tread on me.” It was the first, and
perhaps the most popular, of
American flags until the advent of
the ‘grand union’ flag.

The “grand union” banner also
bore the stripes so popular with
the colonists, but the snake disap-
peared and in the upper lefthand
corner the British union, so soon
to be displaced by the 13 white
stars on a field of blue, appeared.

BECAUSE the United States had
no one uniform flag, and be-
cause confusion-as to identity, es-
pecially at sea, often resulted, con-
gress was urged to adopt a stand-
ard form. On June 14, 1777, the
following resolution was passed:
‘“Resolved, -that the flag of the

13 Umted States shall be 13 stripes
alternate red. and white; that the
union, be 13 stars, white in a blue
field,‘representing a new constella-
tion.”}

Ag*time went on the intention
was-to add a new stripe and star
for eyery state, but during the first
quarter ofi-the last century it be-
came apparent that -such a plan
‘wasifiot, fashionable, and the sys-
tem of adding a new star for each
state. but: retaining the ong,mal 13
strlpgﬁ was evolved, " -

Theg last stars to be added to the
flag were those representing Ari-
zona ‘and New . Mexico, states ad-
mlttéﬂ during the presidency of
Taft:h Oklahomsa was the: 46th star
to “b placed on the field. ot blue.

EV%Y state :should . rightfully

‘hgve its:own. flag for use on

g-adopted by the Oklahoma
bture for use in this state met
gmall popular favor. It con-
of a-red field with.a ‘white

1nd1viﬁual flag.’;

: It was evident: that anothe;' flag
shou;d be. designed . and the old
whxt&starred -affair " relegated to

the Hmbo of discarded things. Aec-
cordingly, a short time before the
electlcn of a new state legislature
J. B. Thoburn, curator of
<1ahoma. historical society,
ed to Mrs, Andrew R. Hick-

R., that Oklahoma needed a
at “should be beautifyl, of
riate symbolism and with a
f individuality which would
o attract attention.” Not
ter a committee .-was ap-
to consider the matter.

NTUALLY a de51gn submit-

by Mrs. George Fluke, jr.,

resident of Oklahoma City,
animously chosen by mem-

bers the committee as the de-
sign for the new state flag. In the
coursd of time it was approved by
the I€gislature and-became the offi-
cial blem of-Oklahoma,

¢ Thoburn -tells the story of
Bw flag’s conception as fol-

Fluke came .to. see the
(Thoburn) in regard to the
of a state flag. »
ED the way over to a wall
the museum of the Histori-
iety -on- which there was
z a- framed silk flag which

'A A - - P————

of a Choctaw regiment in the con-
federate military service during the
Civil war. Its device consists of a
blue field in the center of which
is' a white -circle containing the
tribal emblem of the Choctaw na-
tion, namely, a bow, two arrows
and a tomahawk, all crossing cen-
ters, in red. Then he asked, ‘“Why
not use blue for the field of this
new flag?’ adding that, when the

white man forms an emblematic
design he generally chooses a shield,
two conventional forms of which
were briefly described, followed by
the statement that since this was
the red man’s state, it would seem
appropriate to use the red man’s
shield, which was quite generally,
if not invariably, circular in out-
line. 'With this there was also
hanging on the museum wall an
Osage Indian shield, fashioned from
the thick, tough hide of an old buf-
falo bull and {fringed 6 with the
feathers of the war eagle. Then the
suggestion was made that, crossed
upon this shield there might be
placed the peace emblems of the
two races, namely, the Indian calu-
met or peace pipe, and the white
man'’s olive branch.

”INSTANTLY grasping the sig-

nificance of such a suggestive
design, Mrs. Fluke proceeded to
make. sketches of the shield and of
a typical calumet pipe. A few days
later, when her finished design was
submitted in compsetition with 10
or a dozen others, hers was the
unanimous choice of the members
of the committee. In due time it
was approved by the ligislature and
became the official emblem of Ok~
lahoma.

‘“Briefly stated, its symbolism
might be thus summarized: The
blue signifies deveotion; the shield
typifies defensive or - protective
warfare, but always surmounted by
and subservient to the calumet and
the olive branch, which betoken a
love of peace on the part of a
united people.”

en carried as the standardl]




There Was Hardly Room for One More

The Cherokee stfip, that section’ of Oklahoma stretching from. the Kay- | from morth, south, east, and west. They gathered at the starting point “just
ge county. line westward to include Woodward and Ellis counties, and as | across the line near Arkansas City. For, days they waited for the signal to - -
south as Noble and Garfield counties, is about to have another anni- |start the race. There was room for everybody in the new country, but
ary of the famous “run.” ~You have seen pictures of the takeoff,.or the everybody wanted choice quarters. First come, first served .was. the rule,

t, wherein thousands and thousands of home-hungry folk from all direc-.| This area’ of free land formerly belonged to the Cherokee Indians, Today -
s lined up at a point™near Arkansas City and dashed across the line | there is scarcely a more prosperous section of the nation than this “sbrip:
 the, new country; but maybe you've never seen'the picture above show- | which was opened by the run of 1893. Thriving towns and profitable fatms
& trainload of persons making the run by train, bound for what is now | dot the whole area. Some of the principal towns in the strip country are Enid,
'y or Enid -or Blackwell or other points. They packed that train like Woodward, Alva, Perry, Newkirk, Blackwell, Ponca: City, Medford, ‘Fairview,
ahoma . City folk pack street cars today. And that wasn’t the only train; Covington, Buffalo and Cherokee. The strip. counties. form one of the best
rs like it followed. More than 5,000,000 acres of fertile land was opened . wheat-growing areas in the world, and Oklahoma’s best livestock country is
ettlement by the run of Sept. 16, 1893. The runners (homeseekers) came |in the strip area. . .




By LaVere Shoenfelt Anderson.
its first grand opera house,
way back in the year 1905,

common Lknowledge to all good
Tulsans. But with the passing of
days are often lost sight of, ahd
even so comparatively short a
times blot out the whole Story
from men’s minds. And today it
a - very meager percentage of the
local citizenry looking ahead to the
1930-31 could tell the tale of
Tulsa’s first grand opera hall
avenue, a former mayor of Tulsa
and president of the Commercial
ent Chamber of Commerce) at the
time the -opera hougse was bullt,
thentic account of the steps lead-
ing up to Tulsa’s acquisition of a
’ opera,
C MAN named Johnston from
Commercial club in 1905,” relates
Mr,. Martin, “and p-ersuaded us
“at that time was a grand opera
{house. Tulsa had a population of
needed paving, sewefs, sidewalks,
water and about everything else,
Sapulpa and Muskogee if we had
the opera house, especially the
all that we would be called upon
to do would be to sell 600 tickets
in the opera house.

“He would bring an opera com-
of dancing girls in the show.
HE Commercial club then was

1% 48T ‘ o \
g’,&g,. C 3’ This Is the Way Tulsa Looked in 1805 When the, Qpem House Was Built, «

early-day Tulsans, many of whom
are still living. 'There were C. S.
Walker, Don Hagler, James Gil-
lette, Dan Hunt, Sam Xennedy,
Arthur Antle, Col. C. B. Lynch,
Jim McBirney, Fred 8. Clinton,
J. M. Hall, M. J. Romaine, Lon
Stansberry and others, We. de-
cided to accept Johnston's propo-
sition and the Commercial = club
agreed to sell the tickets.

“We put on a selling campalign,
but the sale didn't go any too
well, So we decided to have &
masds meeting one evening at the|
corner of Third -and Main streets

and try to sell the remaining part,

which was the larger part, of tha
tickets

E SENT word to the city band

to put on a parade and-play
at the meeting, but they sent bactk
word that we would have to pay:
them $40 before they would come
out. We did not think that wis
just fair, ‘as we had helped th,gmr
buy their uniforms and some of:
the instruments, and had furnished
them a place to practice, - And:
then, we did not have ths §¢0.;
We had asked Mr. Walker to act
as secretary at $756 a month, but
he had to collect his own wmalary:
No collect, no pay. And we knew

'thing except the $40.
‘hotel, too) and we got the village

-from the Frisco tracks to

and sold the tickets.

THE story of how Tulsa got
| is a. story. that was once
the years these old tales of other
period as two decades can some-
would be safe to wager that but
opera geason of the wintér of
L. J. Martin, 1605 South Denver
club (the forerunner of our pres-
is one man who can give the au-
hall for the presentation of grand
St. Louis appeared before the

that the great need of the city
around 3,500 then, and, of course,
but we could surely lord it over
one he would build for us. And
at $10 each, to the first show held
pany from St. Louis with plenty
\I composed of a number of

i

v’the pride of Tulsa’'s heart.

he was not getting all his salary.

“We tried to reason with them
but they would not listen to any-
So Don
Hagler borrowed the hotel dinner
bell (I believe it was the old Alcorn

drayman to hitch up his dray and
drive us up and down Main street
Third
street, as that comprised all the
business part of town at that time.
Don rang the bell and I did the
ballyhooing. We got the crowd

“And that is how Tulsa, got its
first grand opera house.”

O THE erection of the
house began
d st

opera
It was located on
h ite

: 00 pe
The selling cam-
palgn had gone on during the sum-
mer, and by the beginning of the
winter the hall was completed, the
largest of its kind in the state and

Many were the “big affairs’” held
in the building, to which all of
social Tulsa turned out, arrayed in
‘ts best bibs and tuckers. TLillian
Rjussell came, and because the

| played

Many Famous Stars Szmg in 1 ulm s Fzrst Opera House
||\ Schumann- Hem/e Ignored Leczky Roof and Lzllzan Rzusell Loaned Fur Coazs to Sz‘age Hcmds

night was bitterly cold and the
men moving the stage properties
were nursing frost-bitten fingers
and icy noses, the great artist
opened the company trunks, pulled
forth a number of great fur coats
ordinarily worn only on the stage,
and insisted that every last stage-
hand should don one before con-
tinuing his work. And when they
had finihsed their work hot tea and
sandwiches, provided by Muss Rus-
sell herself, awaited them. Small
wonder that they acclaimed her to
the heavens!

Madame Schumann-Heink, she
of the great heart and the great
genius, came too, And when she
stood on the stage, before the dark-
ened house, singing her way into
the affection of all Tulsa, and the
rain came leaking through the
stage ceiling, she shrugged her
shoulders and with an amused little
smile that seemed to take the]
whole audience into her confidence,
moved over to a drier spot and
continued on with the famous arias
nhe was singing.

HE Tulsa of two decades ago

enjoyed minstrel shows, too,
according to Mrs. Robert F. Mac-
Arthur, 520 North Cheyenne, and
many indeed were the local per-
formances in which the townsfolk
starred. H. ¥. Abbey generally
played end man, says Mrs. Mac-
Arthur, and the late C. E. Strou-
velle was interlocutor. ‘

During the premier showings of
“The Birth of a Nation” Tulsans
viewed the great screen epic from
seats in the opera house; the an-
nual city May festivals were held
in the hall; mass meetings and
community sings drew people from
far and wide to the enclosure of
the four walls of Tulsa’s foremost
civic enterprise.

CAME progress, however, Came
an ever-increasing population.
Came oil, the liquid black gold
from out the earth. And came
also the time when the old opera
hmme was too small to serve lusty
: pyention
& opera house
fewer and fewer audi-|.
ences. Then came a fire that
wrecked its interior. The structure
was rebuilt and taken over by the
Cathey furniture company., A few |
yvears ago it was ravaged by fire
a second time, in this instance al-
most to complete destruction. And
on the site a new building, now
occupied by another furniture com-
pany, was erected.
Convention hall has served Tulsa
well for many years, and on its

supplanted.

stage the great of the nation have |
stood to sing or speak. But in the
hearts of old-timers that first
grand opera “hall can never be

It was the apple of
their eyes; it was something Sa-
pulpa didn’t have; it transformed
Tulsa from a v1lla.ge to a city.




The West’s tribute to

Motherhood—*“The
Pioneer Woman® by

Bryant Baker, at
Ponca City,Oklahoma.
© Reinhardt Galleries
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