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Sooner Bred,
Sooner Yarn |

This Is the Story Of'
Early Oklahoma !

Sooner Born, lf
i

Lo, the Poor Indians}

They Jumped Out And|
Cities Jumped Up

BY JO
Professor

ALLEY
of ‘Goverument
Go west, young man, and grow|

up with the cauntry! ﬂe young |
man did. In fact, he had beenl
doing these things for some 200
vears-before Horace Greeley for- |
raulated this slogan. I

The young man, alone on horseback, |
er in his ox wagon with his wife and|
baby, o few farming implements and !
some rude pieces of furniture crossed
the borderland which marked thel
western fringe of settlements and
piunged into the hunting grounds of |
o Indian. |

Others followed, singly or in groups;
ihe timber was cleared, Erairie sod
broken, crops planted and “the coun-
try grew up.

The general store was built at Y.hel
crossroads; later come a blacksmithi
shop finally a post office was estab-
lished, and the crossronds became a
village. - Svon, -the ¥illage claimed. the
dignity of & town; wholesaje distri-
buting houses were sdded, a bank or
two appeared, end the town became a
city.

Cities Came First

By (his process the west was pop- |
ulated, and temitorial governments!
were organized whith were soon trans- |
formed into states. In 47 of our 48/
states, the development of the coun-
try came first. The cities came later
48 a matter of course. But in Okla-
homa if was different.

Editor's note:

Had a slogan been formulated there;
4 would have been, “Gang up, young|
men, and build cities.” For the city
rather than the country, has held the
spotlight from the first day to the|
present moment in the building or‘
Oklahoma.

When one engages a traveler from |
Tennesse in conversation, he learns
that the Tennessean is from East)
Tennessee or Middle Ternessee O

of an Oklahoman! He will tell yot
that he comes from Oklahome Ot
or Tuisa, or Muskogee or Enid; never |
from Central Oklahoma, nor Eascern\1
Oklahoma, nor Western Oklahoma.|
With Oklahomans the city is the

ike a Shot, It Came

Nenher was there a “growing up’
process in the making of this state.!
Oklahoma came into being with a|*

cablle ‘multiplied; a respite from
e White Man's encroachment en-

led; relative peace and contentment
darnng, the country is the step-child. ‘1 ed.

Suddenly and
ark tragedy stalked into the midst

SR

Tragedy Hits Indians

without  warning

bang! The shot of the signal pistol;:
the clatter of horses’ hoofs carrying

thousands of riders; the clanking of

hundreds of wagon wheels behind gal

of rallay| . none of the Indians

loping teams, the roar

trains with home seekers crowded i
riding
Gradually the dust
oleared away and there was Okla-

gondola cars, in cattle cars,

the cowcatcher.

m Civil War overwhelmed
\\qding thelr allegiance, ruining their
‘zmes leaving death and desolation
its wake. This White Man's war
makings,
t the lalter became the unhapplest
ms of the fratricidal strife.

gton government  abrogated their

these peacetul tribes, The Ameri-|
them, [

At the close of the war, the Wash-|’

- homa!

The one distinctive merk of simi-
larity in the White Mans’ conquest!
of Oklahoma, {o that of cther reglons
of America, was in the gentle art of
despolling the original occupants, the
Indians, of their domain. Some one
has seid that when the Pilgrim Fath-

saties,
cede the western half of their|,
2ds 1o make u home Ior the un-
/illzed tribes of the north and’ west
me 30 or more of these
gdians”
cu the western nalf of the Indian|’

forcig the Civilized Trites|®

“Blanket
tribes were parcelled out

ers were safely landed
periolous voyage,

aborigines!

S0_the game was started, the game|
own thru the 1

e Omiahoma by |d beeis comyleted, the sew map. of |
ithe White Man marked the final in-|®
ning of thal great American game.|P™ "
When that inning had closed, the|tch ma:
jands of the Indian were no more.

Idea Was Accepted

The idea of creating an Indian
Dommonwealth in the western fringes
of the newly acquired Louislana Terr- (2 €
tory, intrigued the mind of Thomas .
Jeftersen, Such & project was highly

from their
they fell on their
knees to thank -God for their deliver-
ance; then they arose and fell on the

rritory,
The northern” states had taken a
son from their southern sisters and
w [ell ‘heir to the vacated veser-
{tions withiti ‘thelr own borders.
It Was a Cruzy Quilt
When this pureelling-out
Indian territory presented the
poarance ol u crazy quit, each
with the picturesque
me of a newly settled tribe. The
habetical lst of these tribal names
fers an interesting exposition of
gian nomenclature. Apache, Arap-
Cadds,” Cheyenne, Comanche
ic, Kickapoo, Kiows, Mis-
ik, Modoc, Otoe, Ottawa, Pawnee,
¥

&

B o mony of the older states [PYi®, Poltawatomie, Sac and Fox,

gince it would enable them fo clear

s b s viasguin, WELC Tlced ot |
01' thelr -old homes at- thé point of the|
hayonet, In the closing years
Jackson’s administration,

thstanding the” unhappy efr-
of their enforted removal, i
205 $001 beeame reconeiled |

a, * Shawnee, Tonkawa, Towa-
wvhie, Waco, Wichita, Wyandotte,
After

west had been completed, it was dis-
covered that an lnassigred area of
somie 2000 square miles remained,

© isclated, in th¢ central porticn of the

ieir new enviromment. __ature: IAdlan Temitory. The land-hungry

upon them. A mild and swy| white man was not long In" discover-

comforted them. Rich ang: i0g this choice parcel “of unoccupied

resources were available: in  Teal estate. The clvilized indiaus Reéd
strenms,  woolled,

and wide stretching
c.iitz prairies contributed.the neces-
sities of life, Crops were planted, hexds |

T
This is the first of

réleased this land to i .Eedual
Government for the use (d

ket Indians. The Blankel - ‘Sﬁﬁ
wete now pmvnded tor nmi zh‘ls njwel
0. Paat B

remnlm’d vacat.

process |

a series of articles dealing ' with
City Beginnings in Oklahoma Ter.
ritory. The aathor, 8 member of
the university. faculty, has told the

in a vivid and. interesting
manner, pointing ont that Oklahomg
“grew ‘up” dmmnuy from,  other
The series will eonunu

Life

the 'transplanting of  tnel.
of y Blanket Indians from the north and

Youth is & boat with crimson

That roams the sea in face u( zales.

Age is a barge that hugs the shore

And safls the high seas nevermore

~DOROTHY QUICK.

|
|




Treaty Ii;iikén In ‘
Mad Scramble At
Oklahoma Opening

Homeseekers Consxdered Land
Part of Domain i

By JOHN ALLEY
Professor of Government

The homeseeRers quickly sovled the!
pudzle to-Lheir own'satisfaction. Their
Isgic was simple: ‘The land belonged
to the federal government. It was
part ol the national domain. There-
fere it was sutject to the operation

of the existing homestead law.
Suggestions were immediately forth-!
ing thap ihis particular porticn
¢f the netional domain be thrown!
open ©3 seltlement. A&s the months|
pasiod the suggestions became more)
istent. Soon they deveioped into'
saanzed demand, increasing to
2 clamcr growing ever in volume until] ‘
I

it was heard .from ccean to ccean,
from the lak

s to the gulf
I wrs the irresistible ery of Anglo-
:xon for land, land, more land; his|
ioh constituted nuthority in
® new world had.beea heard and
zeded for three cenfurics, It was

the ery which, m the very begin-
ning of America, had arcused the.
avarice of a conquering iace; Which
had impelled it to disregord aboriginalj
1anq titles, contemptously evade trea-|
ties, sweep over international boun-
daries, crush opposition xad  attain!

cunded the death knell to thsi
d Man's long cherished hope for|
Tadian comunonwenlth & hope sus-
d by solemn promiser in written!
cailes, aitested in-the faith of the,
American pation:and- in t3e faith of!
the God of ‘nations; promises that the,
Indian was: 0 remain in undisturbed |
on of the.lunds: of the Indian|

“i' long a4 the ‘grass gEOWS!

¢ wabec. rans
Clevelynd Fought ‘Rider’

Thy Cloveland’ adwinistration fought
vallantly - hgainst. this . onslaught |
Printing OYETHKRL tists’ sciateq .afen| ©
which had com’ td be known as the
“Oklahoma™ lind; wasnet, in fact, a
of - glie: . national’ domain,.. but|
mevely adrapt of Tadian-land which )|
the civized Thdfhhe “had . placed -In'
trust 1n -the’ hands of tre federal!
govertument, tcr the use of-the. plalm‘
Indians. ;

The victory of the “Home Seekers”
was finslly: secured on March 2, 18891
by e familiar trick of..attachiig: a|
“rider” to an’ appropriation bill. The|
parvicuiar bill: selected by the con-
ressional’ teicksters in this case W
ihe oue carrying the Indian appropria-
for’ the forthcoming fiscal yoar.
Prosident” Cleveland was therefore;
chezse betwean two evils as
ng the Indians; he could veto
ta its entirely and wreck In-
cian adminisiration finonces or hej
could sign the bill and -wreck the!
Indians’ hope of a future common-|
vealth.

The Cleveland administration haa;
been repudiated by the voters of the
uation at the preceding November|
clections. Cleveland was worn out by
the stress of a turbulent administra-|
tion which had only two more days|
to run. He chose the latter course‘
and sigued tne bill

Hoerison Issues Proclamation

Thiee weeks later, Cleveland’s suc-
cessor, President Harrison. issucd the:
proclamation whica the Indian ap-
propiiation “rider’ made mandatory,i
and the date of the opening of the
Indiars’ lands to white settlement
wes set al 12 o'clock noon, April 22!
1889. The firsl foundation stone for
the state of Okiahoma had been laid.
Jefferson's ideii of an Indian common-
wealth had met its doom. Anglo-
Saxon lang' hunger had scored lts
final American victory.

The. drama of the home seekers'
rush which opeued at Tigh noom,
April 22, 1889, nas besn frequently
told. It is noi the purpose of the
writer to fe-lell this story. His theme
is merely that in the seltlement of
Oklahoma the founding of cites rath- |
er than the bullding of auother agri-|
cultural cpmmumcy held ajor atten-|
tion i

i

Tlae work of the congress of the
United Sgates has frequently been
ch
vision, bt the congress which closed|
jts session March’ 4, 1889, outdid its!
rivals in this reshect, by its short-!
sighied stupidity affecting the matter!
of cpening the unassigned lands of the,
Indien Territory to witite seﬂ.lementJ

All Land s’ Taken

No povision wilatever was made for
¢ form of government in the new
torritory.  Apparently those solons had
no conczption of e full significence
of the crudely worded “rider” which|
fhey sttached to the Indian appro-
priation bBill m the closing days of
their session. The yecord does not
whethier (hese congressmen reg-
Pled amazemeny on April 33, 1899,

racterized Ly its utter - lack of|

TWO LOVES

By Daisy Lemon Coldiron of Perry, in
© Dallas Journal

I love these young, ingenuous prai-

So frankly bared to predatory sun,
To whlspermg Tain or Bori's wildest

passio

Allke responsive to the urgencies

Of singing Mps or storm-god's stern
roes;

!1 Tove the. bending sweep of far hori-

The crimson dawn, low stars when day
is gone,
‘ These yellow rivers' sinubsities.
i But think me not inconstant if 1 say
'I love these nat the less for loving wild
Woods mare, eternal hills and silver

spray

©Of rock cleft springs—oh, I am
Sthl the child

Of forests’ myriad charms, the subtle

v
Of heauty that my budding feet be-
ulled,

than a year this anomalous situation

"tiol farms ‘as provided for by exist-

when, in the comforts of their homes
Waruout the length and breath of the
! nation, they read the headlines of
the morning press.

Those " headlines proclalmed  that,
60,000 setilers occupied every avail-|
able foot of these 2,000,000 acres
| There they were! More than 60,000
iand-crazy persons in the heart of
the Ingtan Territory with not a shred|
of governmeni to restraia their ac-’
tlons, nor onc iota of authority to
cstablish a government. For more]

continued. So much for the fore-!
sight of the American congress!
Land Tracts Large .
In ‘the ‘rural areas, settlers estab-|
lished themselves on the quarter-sec-

ing homestead laws. Hence a half,
mile of prairie was the average space
separating homes. The absence of
law and authority regulating human
cenduey under such conditions was
not keenly felt. Distance serves a
useful purpose,

But on a score or more town sites!
which were quickly staked out by the!
town builders, the situation was dif-,

forent. Here hundreds and thousands |

of ‘persons were jammed together on|
bullding sites 25 or 5D-Teet wide;|
sémetimes two or more persons claim- |
ed possession of the same little plot|
of ground. The only semblance of|
authority in evidence of the more‘
fmportant centers was an occasional |
U. S marshal or a squad of blue-|
shirted federal troops. |

The natural reaction of the fre:
American citizen now finally come;
into jais own, was one of contempt
toward these, Soldiers and marshals
were the hated tools which an arbi-
trary government at Washington had
used tc3 long for the wropgful pur-
yose of depriving (he cilizen of his
rightful occupancy of the public Co-
main. To heil with them! This w
no longer an “Indlan country!”

r End Is East

You have not faken root, you say;
1_wonder what you mean;

You form new eontacts cvery doy,
And they are right, and clean.

Your western friendships ave as kind
As you will find back east,

But older friends arc on your mind,
The great ones and the least.

Too conscious of environment,

You miss familiar scenes,

And give ‘your rools no nourishment;
Therefore, your life tree leans,

Your roots should learn to grow
Deep in the soil you put them in,
Wherever you may go.

For if your roots are deep and long,
Unspotled by things they lack,

When you transplant them back.

8o east is east, and west is west,
And never the twam shall meet,
But jrigndship i made mumfest
threver life is_sweet.
~~MARI

TPransplanted though you may have been,

They will be healthy, aound cmd strong

E DODGE JONES.
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Congress Failed to Provide K

i

For Building of Towns And |
For Government After Run ;

Guthrie Area Divided Into Four
Different Townsites

(Editor's note: This is the third
of a serics of articles on the develop-
ment of cities in OKlahoma written
by Professor Alley. The second |
ended with a desoription of the early
citizens' hatred for U. S. marshals
sent to the terrilory to maintain
order.
By JOUN ALLEY
Trofessor of Goverument !
The absence of constitued govern-
ment (0 preserve order was ot thel
nly oversight charged to a atlatory|
congress. Whether the imagination|
6f this auzust body was capable of |
visualizing the fact that ihe building'
of cities would precede the develop-|

eupied in a i
in the record. The fact remains that|
no new provisions of Iaw were en-)
acted to fit this new situation. i

The existing statutes which had|
been framed years before Lo fit normal}
conditions of development provided |
that o town site plot on the public
domain must be filed With the regis-
trar of the land office by the corpor-
ate authoritles of the town, if incor-|
porated; if mo incorporated  tomn |
cxisted. then the plot must be filed {
Ly the judge of the cowmy courtin|
whiciy the townsite was situated.

Of cowse iLhere were no corporate’
auihorities of towns in the newly
opened territory: neither :were there |’
any counties, nor county judges, m,-!‘
courts!

Townsites Are 320 Acres

Anctner interesting ‘feature. of the
existing statutes was, the prevision
that no townsite plot should inglugde
more than 320 acres. Under the sys.
tem of rectangulai- surveys In use,. this |
acreage is exactly wne-half mile wide |
by ome mile long. -

Within seven hours after the signal
bad been given OPening Lhe territory
40 setllement, it was estimated -that
some 15000 settlers had swarmed - over
“he area which was %0 become .the
Elcuy of Guthrie and -had laid. claim
0 town lots. covering 2 apgee four
imes the size permitted by lay,..
How could- this situation be made
conformable to law? .The answer-ds
ixmyle, The ' people mevely lalg out
Your different wwnsites, calling them
‘respectively, Gubhwle, West .Guthrie
Tast Guthrie .end Capliol Hl. Tne|
city of Guthrie originaily: attracted |
the greatest number - of perspns _of |
wny city in the new territory. because
)i was near the east cenier of the!
area, was & station on the Santa Fe|
reilway, the only line penetrating '
the territory, and was the site of one
of the two land offices established |*
Ly congress.

-

R N

Land Office In West |

‘The other land office was in the
west center of the area, 30 miles from!
the railway. Guthrie was also thej
projected capital of the territory,!
hence the designation of one of the|
townsites as Capitol Hill. The chief
rival of Guthrie in metropolitean and
political honors was Oklahoma Oity,
35 miles to the southward, also a sta-
tion on the railway.

In ghe long rivalry which followed,
Oklahoma City was destined soon to
win metropolitan honors by a wlde
margin; two decades later, after state-
hood had come, the southern city
also captured the political honors by
being designated as the capital of the
new state. Guthrie stil has her)
Capitol Hill, minus the capitol,

As Indicated previcusly. the city of
Guthric seemed to be the ohief prize
sought by the townbuilders in the
rush to Oklahoma territory. Before
fhe sun went down on tha! memorable
date, April 22, 1889, {ully 15,000 set-
tlers bad swarmed over the hills on
cach side of Cottonwood creek and
covered the valley between. The little:
red frame butlding which housed the!
offices of the Santa Fe rallway sta-|
tion marked “Guthrie,” was the cem}
ter of a surging mob of land-crazy
home seekers.

Many Were Booniers

That many of -these. settlers had
cntered the territory before the noon
hour set for the opening seems in-:
contestable. Maj. J. &: Pickler, who was!
sent to Guthrie by the department!
of the inicrior, reported as follows: |

~As 1 reacaed the hills overlacking
Guihiie from the west, on my way
from Kingfisher on the forencon of
Monday the twenty-sccond of April,
1889, the Tise of ground where the
lapd office -i5 situated, and for some
gistance in sll directions, was liter-!
ally* covered with men who were se-
lecting, measuring and . sloking out!
lots”

The Iirst care of these sebilers wus
to estublish title fo their
In order to do this tiey realized
that the forims of the cxisting fedoral;
statutes relating to townsites must bo
observed in so far ‘as possible. As
previously indicated, the maxir :um“
area allowed for townsite purpses|
was one-half sectlon “of lard, (:.ree
huidred 2td LWeDLY acres. Tie first)
rivals b Cuthde spread wy the
hill eastward from the railway station,

building *

,
llaying claim to tndividual hufiding!
isites, until the entive half section .
was covered. |

Town Named Guthrie "

It was natural that they should"
call iheir townsite Gutarie, from the,
name on the ralway station. Later|’
arrivals swept over the east ling of.
this tcwnsite and proceeded to lay|’
ocut anvther tract ot 220 acres whichl'
they called Bast Guthrie; still later!
cues, finding no remaining lots in|
the East Gutbrie townsite, continued
the proress farther to the east, call-
ing their localion Capitoi Hill. |

Likewise the land westward from
the Santa Fe tracks wes oceupled, the
preeess conliluing across the low val-
ley of Cottenwood creek and up the
heighls to the level of the surround-
ity praivic lands. The townsite plotted
here was calicd West Guthre. By
nightfall all four areas were well]
oceupied. t

Having complied with the letter of
the law affectitg the maximum town-
site ares which would seem to assure |4
the - settlers of the ultimate title to
their litie blocks of real estate, the
next problem which vexed their minds
was thav of political organization and
settied government.

Caucuses Were Held

Tne ahsence of 'congressional au-
thorty for organized government de-
terred  these. sturdy settlers not a
moment. -Gaucuses were Leld on the
firs night, 4pril 22, end it was ten-
tatively agreed that a-convention was
in order for the next day.

The following morning horsebackk
riders circled U4 the Guthrie town-
site. area. announcing a meeting “at
the big tent” on the corner of Divi-
sion street.and Harrison asvenue, some
shree . biocks. east: of. the -Santa Fe
tracks. © It has- been -estinwated that)
upwards of 4000 People- assembled .at
that point. . This gathering. has been
designated as the Tirst convention to
assemble in Oklahomsa territory. ﬁ

ke

: — I
‘ THE FALL
There is no time of year o sweeb
And lovely s the early fall,
The gorgeous golden of the tress;
I Just don't seem to grasp it all.

| The cool air seems to give new
eart—

I think I'll tear the house apart,

Just sweep sgain beneath the russ

And put some pickles in some
jugs.

T'm tired of chasing bugs and anis,

And tired of ironing white duck

pants;
With sheer delight I feel retiring
This summer 1 heve spent per-
spiring.

And when the husband comes at
0

Tl say, just grab a greasy spoon
For 1 won't, wark today, thavs an1

KATE FESLER
! Oklshoma, City.

It's too darn nM—Lth!l g’nﬂy fall.




Political Battles Threatened
Early Territovial Conventmn

) [ —— -

32 ‘Shtes Are Represented At:mal storms was shifted suddenly to

First Election .‘

! By JOHN ALLEY 1
i Professor of Government

\The procedure followed by the Gu-}

jihrie convention was to call the roll
lof States and Territories represented
jahd ask each group to designate a
-;bokesmkn for membership <n an
crganization committee. A total of
3% states and territorles anwsef} the
|roll eall, so a *“Committes of Thirty-
i Two" was set up. This committee met

' ferthwith, named Charles W. Con-
‘[sl;anl.mc, ex-mayor of Springfield,
Ohio, s chairman, and Robert T. Hill,-
' RS SECTELary. ‘
‘ Tne commilteé’s nomincitons were
| preinptly ratified by the convention.’
|Chairman Constantiie motpted o
| dryiicods box and delivered His' “key-!
inipte spéech.” The campaigh for city
| opginigatioh was launched. 3}

Election Is Called

Naturally, thé first businiéss in order
wad the election of an aéting mayor.
A Eafter polttical fight &nsued, which
threéitened at times to reésult in riot
aiid  bloodshed.

Plstols Wére. stripped ov mihy of
mg “delegatés” present, spid A oc-
chstohal “Winchester” posed diagon-
ally across a body, resltg Wi the
crock of the. left elbow.

The Fight gradually natrowed down:
10 tnree candidates, Hil, of Oregon,’
Kélley of Kansas, and Hoggat of South'
| Dakota, After an hour of viva voce
| belloting with mo candidate. muster-
|ing a mejority a new method was de-
vised; " Three wagons were drawn up
i line, vach candidate mounting a,
sefarate, wogon '

But They st Cheabed i
| The voiers then formed. s three!
lines, each linc passing the. wagon, of |
his favorite, and a teller for each
| counted heads as they passed. A novel
{form of “ballot stuffing” scon be-|
came apparent. !
! oters, |
& the Wagons, would re-|
LuA" ic. the réar of the Iue arid, pass

he telier Aot a second. counting! Des-
Vpnirmg of an equitéble decifon, the!
|convention finally sdfourned, to mest |
4t 9 gclock the followiig motning.

The précedure of Al 24 Wiis simi- |
1af to that of. toe first. day and équally

)

.| futfié 6 decidtve action. Anower ad-

fournment was taken untl the morn-
$g of the twenty-lifth. Durlng the
dight of thé twenty-fouith & cofpro-
mise wis resched
Kelley Qn\'t Race
Benator Kelley of Kansa: had efimi-
fisted himself fiofi ‘the contest and
the two remaining candidates, HIl
iind Hoggat, in the mterest>ol har-
miony, agreed to name three 1epre-[
sentatiyes €ach, qnd allow. these. six
2 2

mittee of selection, and this commit-

Oklaicma City, 30 miles to the south-
ward.

Foliowing the election of mayor, a
previsional . city council was set up
and a full-fledged government was
Jaunched without a shred of consti-
tutienal or Jegal basis. In. the success-
| ful ccnsumatioh of this enterprise, the
theory of popular soverignity scored
an impressive victory in actual prac-
tice. .

Some five weeks later the temporary
election was confirmed by a. general
election held in due form, and canied
thru in orderly fashion. Immediately
thereafier a charter commission was
set up, Leaded by Dennis T. Flynn
who was later to become the out-
standing. poMtical leader of the Re-

publican party throughoui the terri-
torial pericd, serving several terms
as delegate to congress.
Flynn. Worked Hard

The Fiynn Commission spent a full
month of arduous lzbor conslructing
la charter for e government of the
city of Guthmie. The finished docu-
ment was submitited to the people
at a referendwn election, July 23
1889.

It was approved and remained the
fundamental law of the city of Gu-
thrie until August 1, 1890 wher the
Provisional Government gave place
to the legal one, organized under the
texms of tae Congressional O:ganic
Act of May 2, 1880.

The people of other townsites, West
Guinrie, East Guthrie and Capitol
Hul likewise ostablished provisional
governments in- quick succession, fol-
lowing the general man of Guthrie,

proper.

Taese provisional governments pro-
ceeded vigorously with the problem to
pring order out of chacs,

JSeffersovianism. Prevailed

The energy and assurance which
chiaracterized their proceedings, not-
withstanding the absence of any dele-
gated power irom higher authority,|
gives the impression that theése people|
indcukiedly accepted the Jeffersonian
| palloscphy _ withoat réservation.

They certainly acted on the theory
that “it is the right of the people
_-to institute new government, laying
its foundation on such principles and
organizing its powers In such form,

as to them seem most likely to effect
meir safety &nd happiness”

These. provisional. governments pass-
ed and enforced ordinances, made con-

‘ tidets, chartered banks and public ser-

vice corporations, levied taxes and
crested a pullic school system, In
this latter cnlerprise z uotable tri-
urpy in Community co-cperation was
scored. .
Teade Schools St Uji
While_each separaté municlpafity

‘mainmined itz own school board, an

zarétment Was entered inio by which

ithe general features of the system of

tee WES, 't propose a cofiipromise, the entire areas weré co-ordifatd and
tahte. The choice of Lhis com-i 5 thoro-going grade school organizd-
miccee fell upon Colonél n’ B,'Dyer,‘ tion was set, up and méintained.s
ofi Missour, who was made the. unan-! wnen cne Views the. present tragic
imoul uhome of the cofventioh In' ftnal’ gruation of the. public §chool systém
sebdfon on ApFIL 2% fof the state of Oklahomia' resulting,
worm Dyer théiefore beoplge the from tne yithous ablack upoh  opr
msg provisional fayor or‘—oﬁmre‘,ho; children  engineered by our |
& & conBéqisnce of thi¥ stien-; larger, bRXpAyers under the guise of
o déy politiéal contest. THo ! 'retrcachment, ihé. commendable 8f-
inperiBlty. dhd tiefitess of this m&}’"fmﬁ,s and material saérifices of those\
orality figRt We¥ -an augury of the\p,nmqs of 87 commang our tribute.
mhny_fortheoming polttical * bfttie to —e |
Le steled at haje periodtenlly, 10F| . (éamo 's Note! THis iy the fourtt,
the .next, two sésles of SFINSs oni the deveiop.

e - tessor. AURY. The tagi one ended

Then: the. center of Oklahoma poll-) | menb of cltics in Oklatioma. by Pro.
SRS v

with & discuasion of the earlyoliti-

oaf: cauonsse. ellied. i ( ?rﬁn
he. wa

48 Tekritied el the piny

DEATH OF A FARM CHILD

The mother is not here, She is a-bed,

let 15 a storm to bend that strong, za\mt tree;

No more wes Rachel soothed and _comforte
Cursing the blessing of fecundity.

But there the father stands apart, and t

His sweat-stained hat between his greet brown hands. ;

The old coat sleeves leave bare his sunburned wrists,
And someone sobs, someone who understands.

The sound of earth upon the coffin breaks

Crisp afr of -sfterncon. The farm folk slgh.
He starts and gasps, and all his body shakes,
e guips small answers to the passers by.

He has five children stili, and has lost—one.
t this child—this child

was_his only son.
~-Dorothy McFariab?
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Oklahoma |
Nature, Politics '
Smiled Faverably

Upon New Village

Physical Environment Also Was

Additional Factor
el
(Editor's note: This is the fifth in !

a series of articles by Professor Al- '
ley on the establishent of Okla- ‘
homa towns. The last article ended
with a desciiption of the trade
schools in the new territory and
here Alley continues with a discus-
sion of (he founding of Okiahoma
City.)

By JOMN ALLEY
Lrolessor cf Government

While these uctivities were trans-
piring at Guinrie another intzresting
project cly tullding was being
drama u S to the ssulh-

ward,
advance
meny o
sun - of

was marked in
nee in the settle- ‘
T 1y by rea-
and. environment,
The 1 of the future metropolisi
and ¢ she State of Oklahoma, |
pricr to the opening of the Oklahoma |
lond for sotilement, had been the!
recipient of mataiial favors at thej
hunds uf the government, the Santai
Fe railway and private intorests.
Seven frame buildings were already
in exigtance at tais favored location,
The Santa Fe had 1 reflway depot,
& section house end (he home for the!
“station ages .
The Federsl government hud cou-
teilled o shack 10 serve ss a pst
otfice, as well us another govern-
ment office structure. The stage com-
Lony whose line passed thru the area
bad un old stockade here, and anl
ente: Tamity “had been per.
mit Luild and uperate a board-
ing hodse. i
Land Was “Altzactive
The physical emiconment  was|
mese atiractive than the red hills!
of Gulhrie. The wide sweep of the!
North Canedian river  valley en-|
creled the area, holdmg out ai
promise of abundant orops before the|
eager c¢yes of wailing agriculturists.
The Guihvic area was favored by,
congiessional politicians, but the Ok
lahoma City nrea was favored by na-|
ture. !
In tac long rivelry which ensued,1
nature won over politics. Today, poth |
nature and politics are on the side of !
Oklahcma City.  Guthrie's  ancient |
rivalyy was bequeathed to Tulsa. . . |
Oulginally the term “Sooner” had!
o masty implicetion. It meant nothing !
less than a cheat, a fudger, one who
took an unfair sdvantage of s
fellow homeseckers by sneaking across |
the torder prior to the opening hour, |
Meaning Has Chnanged !
T one contestant for a claim or|
town lot could prove thac the other|
PArtY was 4 “Sooner” he hag nis
case won, Today the term' has logt|
its evil connctalion. Oklahoma ge. |
c2pts the nickname with a smile,
The transgression of “Socners” at]
Guthrie has Leen noted. In proportion |
to the numbers engaged in the initia} |
rush, Qklahoma City was apparently !
more victimized by these iransgres-j
sors than was her northern sister,|
An ealy day writer sums up  the|
matter 1 these words: i

“When the signal was given at the
depot than it was 12 o'clock, the

way.
More than 400 votes Wwere cast.

country—for ihere was no OKlahoma! When the counting had been com-

Taey couid be sen riding and run-

City lben—seemed alive with peopl&‘ pleted, it was discovered the Rever-

end James Murray, of Baldwin, Ken,

ning in all directions, Where the¥| was well In the lend.

came from the Lord only Knows. . . .

|
At abcut 12:13, representatives of the

Semincle Land znd Town Company

He was promtply declared Mayor-
elect. Mr. C. P, Walker was elected
| City Clerk. This event apparently

stepped off he Santa Fe's right 0‘1 marks the first election held in OK-

way and began to run a preliminary
and to locate lots in accordance
‘plat  prepared

Colony Cempany Set Up

An hour later representzlives of a| people from a wagon, protesting the
known as ine Colonyi election, urging a postpenementt of ac-

rival ompany

ed by overland ccn-
¢ from the south. This com-
pany Lovk its
Geleny, Kan, where it was organizad

qer the Colony Company was

| lahoma Territory. While voling was
| in progress the Honorable - Sidney

herare{ Clarke, of Lawrence, Kan. agd Gen-

eral James B. Weaver, of Iow, both
of the Seminoles, addressod: the

| tion and announcing e public meet- |
| ing to be held the following, evening!

ame from the town of | at the corner of Main and Broadway.

Advice Disregarded

al the advantage in tue| The colony people listened to thelr

gx;ix)ed by the Semincle Company Ly! oraticns, disregarded their advice and

e

cason  of their

advaniage party

“fumping the gun,” or whether t.is|

|" proceeded with the election. At 3
o'clock on the following afternoon,

anger was the natwal result of (hei:Tuesday, April 23, a public gathering

bitter competition that followed, the
fact remains that this rivalry con-
tributed much discord and detriment
to the early days of Oklahomsa City's
development.

was held, in an attempt to bring an
adjustnient in the surveys of the two
tival fownsite companies. ) ‘

Mr. A. C. Scott who still 15 1ivmx|
in Oklahoma City, formerly of Ioll.,‘

The Seminole Company based their Ka_n., was selected as chairman ind‘

survey on Main Street and worked

{Mr. M. H. Woods,- of Garnett, Kan.,

foward the north, When the repre- | 2cted ss secretary. At this "‘“mf‘
L eatives of the Colony Company & committee of 14 was chosen to
el secing the northern area gl | Undertake the difficult. task of ad-|
ready occupied, they began thelr de-, justing the surveys.

velopment  southward
Avenue.

The northern location was more at-
tractive aince the terraln rises grad-
ually from a point about 2 Llock north
of Main Street, providing a more

sightly area for townsite purposes.
South Not So Desirable

rom Grand

Altho the committee worked strens
ously and faithfully, securing some|
semblance of adjustment, the unfors
tunate street Jogs were never wholly!
corrected. i
Mass Meeting Called 1
On Saturday evening, April 2'!,}

From Grand Avenue southward for|another great mnass meeting was held,|
several blocks the land lies on a dead | presided over by Ledru Cuthrie with

lleve!, when it begins to break lower,|Judge O. H. Violet, as secretary. The
las it opproaches the Canadian river|purpose of the meeting was to secure!

a polttical consilidation of the twe|

bank.
In 2ddition to securing the more | rival townsite groups and organize:
—— %

favorable location, the Seminole Com», . .~
pany early developed more strength

|ﬂx\d leadership In city affairs. whil

a temperary cily government. ¥

es. was ongineered by the
Seminoles, and the Kickapoos acceded

el

erent to their plan. #tho its consummation
.m'ﬂ:ﬂmm, O olony GO meant that the skeleton_government

i ; o they had established by the election
r’m“,,, oy "‘};',H;“";pp‘::;sd"b::g of April 22 would be superseded,

from tais name “Kick-a-poc” be

A set of “Articles of Confederation”

came their accepted esignation. Hence yas submitted and adop.ed. The “Pre-

the constant strife between the fac

- amble” of these resolutions, para-

{tions was known as the “Seminole- | phrasing to & degree that other fa-

| Kickapco War.

‘imous Preamble of 1787, altho lack-

The “Seminole-Kickapoo War" left |80l s smoothness and rhythm, resds
an ugly scar on the map of Ok'shoma| 25 foHOws:
i city. Todsy the motorist driving north

“We, the people of Oklahoma OUty,

for south thru the principal strests of in the Indian Territory, for the more

heart of the business disirict.

,Oklshoma City finds it necessary to

adequate protection of property, and

. make a $harp turn to the ¥igh or left, for tne better Preservation of order,
a5 he crosses Grand Avenue, n the

and to form a more perfect union,
| do ordain these resclutions to ke in

! This jog in the north ana south force and effect.”

streets resuited from the inabflity of ——

‘two warring factions to adfust the
- difference which occured at  the|
meeting point of the two independent
surveys conducted by the rival wwm‘

.site companies.

m Is Heid

Elect,
At 8 otclock on the sfternoon of

April 23, the Colony Company started‘
an election process, the purpose of
{which Was % name a mayor and

clerk.

the present intersec-

The voting was done at a big tentl

near
]uon of Grand Avenue and Broad-

|
3




?Captéjén,(f@uch, of Boomer j
| Fame, Fleeted First Mayor
Of Oklahoma’s Metropolls

|
!
i ———
;And Next Came Kingfisher, The | Governcr. In additlon  to

wu:nmg :

‘ City i ,and losing the capital, Kingfisher|
i P “‘” %‘}?ﬁ"jbﬁnﬁ:ﬂm held within her precincts the most|
i The six ““"l"m b Tollowed | POWerivl_and remarkable group of
reslutions w. political leaders which, doubtless, wese!

proved for the clection of & temporary
' "'mayor for & term of five days; & tem-
jporary recorder to serve for n like
petiod and until his successor qual-
ﬁmd; authorized the temporary mayor
to call "an“election for May 1, 1889;
jdesignate poliing places; and appdint
[ election officials and’ provide a sys-
!tem of police to maintan order,

ever assemiied in a single cily in’
Oklahema territorial days. |
Names TeHl the Story

Oxlahoma  politiciens  who  read
these lines may Ut thelr eyebrows in!
doubl at so beld a statement. Let ihe,
{following names and facis speak for'
|themsetves: i
Abraitam J. Seay, seconz terriistial

An clection was then held and
o L 1" 351 . Unite
: Ithere, with Captain W. L. Couch, of [E7HIors BU Geunes, United States;
N mer fame o cne of Uhe londecs | TArShal under President ison,
B0 lang territorial secretary under Pre

{of the ‘Semiole Company winning
“hands “down” as temporary mayor.
:’m’:l usgaa‘fm “;‘};Cf;lm;; t:“ﬁ"c‘:;?e’ |¥. Caliahan, the cnly democrat ever
thie sum of one dollar for hus five- dﬁy‘e]ected delegate to congress, and the
coreien. Tn the words of o contemor, [OP1Y democrat to defeat Flynn; Math- !

“iew J. Kane, justice of the first state
sary writer “Ihe meeting closd "““hrsup;eme court; Jacoh Admire, found-
three Tousing cheers and the sIDEINg|, iy agitor ‘of the Kingfisher Free
of ‘Praise God from Whom all Bless- ' S50 2007 O B SRS ter Tee
ings Flow.” S v g ter Presi

_Seminoles Victorions ‘;‘e’x:flﬂ;ri_‘::::’ general under Pres
The beinolés had scored speis first 0 UL L G

! Ia r ~ _ !
wetbryt Iy coaformity with he sy Ul R et MeKinley:
fhortty vested k' hm by he resolu-| o Fossett, United Stales marshal;
lons of Apiil 27, the temporary. mayor o
5 ! o M. Cade, power in Republican
issued o proclomation providing the O%0 M Chce B et of ihe. state

ion of Ma e

! em;:““szmi;‘;{ b ea was designat o board of affairs; Charles West, fisst
i a5 Ward 1, and the Colony args s ZHOTISY Eenerél after siaichood; BN
25 McCertney, president of the first ter-
Ward 2, with balloting locations es- Mhor ey oL of e Lrst ter-

: tablished in each ward. o i
. i critorial sugerintende; -
i | Votérs in each aroe were to parti- i‘r ;:;'r;\ﬁ‘ion merintendant of pub
{mpﬂ!s in the election of mayor and © N . "
sdinivisiralive officers, while  thice To this list might be sdded Colonel
Teie to e chosen from John D. Miles, and Virgil M. Hobbs,
. ear]y day mayors, and Dr. F. L. Wink-

4
3. C. Post and D. K. Cunningham,
: Street, was e the divi
t, was mad di 1d,

mg Tine between the north and south |

ident McKinley: Pot Nagle, founder
af the Socgalist party in Oklahoma; J.

dS I
ke clection was hela in due form| Many people totay

i3 on May 1, with election offi
i 16t boxes, 'm everything. A
i 1,360 votes wis split three Ways
: xllows: L. Couch, 765; Ben

fhaturally
icers, bal. [SUme 10at the name “Kingfisher” wasl

as~,

derived frem that of the [isher bird
Siiwhich s indigenous to the gerieral
laren and climate. The explanation s
! 4 le and the dctual neming
| ler, 206; and James Murrag, gog, | 00F 80 SmB)
e o o e Lot tho tywm carcies o more interest-

b 'ing significance.
{ | Adaitiondl officers electeyl ~ wer

| imos &, Biakiugn, resomen; o Gy The townsite s located Just south

| Violet, police judge; Ledru Guikrig, Of the Intersection of - two small
: by ditimer: 30 . Quiian. sy |l strcanms. The ane Which forms
B ! tronsu o Charles” Ghimg .the genersl eastern houndary of the

icity ergineer, toiuther with’ s:dney‘"m’ flows northward from the waier.
Clark, F. &. Hydson, J. E. Jones, 0. 9 d thrusc between the North Cans
. 8colt, John Wallace and W, . dian river and Cimamon river drain-
councilmen. -age basin
w;‘i:’ ;:p,,mm of the rotins off LRI nme strerm was known from‘
2 N " 5 A
6ils elestion indicates thul the threp, C27IY d2YS 88 Upcle Johos creek. The,
c(uncilmenl chosen’ from  Ward 2, CUer one. oo ing In from the south-
south ‘of Grang Avente, Jones, Soottt ¥
and’ Wells, polled 8 considerable part "~
' af their yotes i Waid 1. ;
The Reverand James Murray, whoj 54 - .
had been elected Meyir by the ‘chk-‘ Letbam Do fts jungtion with Uncle
apoos” on April 32, ran 2 poor secend ¢ IO U : + Near
in this race of May I, Folling less then, pome oo Tong Fishor Near big)
aif the vote of Li successiul rival mucn house, i the Jate seventies or
o1 1hic “Sersinotes: * SR Ganty elghties. ' yes established a
T Kingtisher Was Next ! fecding station for the siage line
Whlle ‘the séitleaiént of cownsmes\ whigh was pnemwdn b):twcen Cladwell,
and the esiaplisiment of provisional] K& and ‘Fort Rend, Indian Terri-
governments 4 Guiwris and OHB | tory. The gtage drivers called this
Homa City held major atiention cuir-| feeding and borse changing relay
ing” the ‘esfly months’ of oklahomz\ pmm “King Fisher's State Station”
Tefrltnmu history, the !oumimg of! _—
Ringh (Editar’s note: m. is the sixth tn

tal of

@g

Lory caltleman

who cstablished
rench headquarters on the sunny
¢ af the Limber belt of the creek

|
|

t

a series of Y Professor Al-
rley on the stnhlbhuwnt of munici-
ip.mm. u Ciddlioids. At he end of

“the thot arditle ANEY ‘gave tho pre-
amble to_the “srticles of confeqera-
uo)n” ndonted by thé _convention
egatls “who orgatiaed 4. {eqpor.
ity clty FOVSTRUIERt at Ognoms !

X
€ veto of, l i ontin
“‘»&5%“, 7 e

ack Kin

. fight’ 48 thé Jocation of (s
{dazitsl ‘hy & Jegistative' bill
o Liative s

i ,u.

S

2 fornr

m,,&
fin”

IHustrations by John 8. Meteaif From “Songs of Oklzhoma”

THE DEATH TRYST

By Benoln Jacaues Standler, formerly of|
ulse, In ‘Tne Melting POt

Many thmxs she loved; the Indian-

int-brush;

Wind- dnven trees naked on the sky;

And roads, guld flecked with drifting
dust and sun ‘

Which wenden by

She loved beyond all ken the pale
blue-bonnets,

As brxght as April is, when wild things

She Ioj\ed thorn -2pples, red as blood
ine:
And she Toved " pring!
She loved un poignant arts of earth;
better still
{ she !ovod the :tmngz quick stiliness
of her s
She droreed hep pest and combed her
straight hlack hair |
To silence kee;
with amh she was all alone with

Left wnh ibrant visions in her
ey !mmd her dylzg, but t,luy did .

She laized the tomhl




[

|
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K,lngflsher ¢ Birth{ Lisbon’s -
Shiort Life Began Wlth Run

Altho ‘West Lmers Reached Sit {dary Vne they named Roiberts ave-

First, ‘North Liners” Grew cfter_Judge .Rabberts, then.re-

—_— celver of the land office.

(Fditor's note: In tedays poriion The half section line ruaning scuth
of . Professor. .Alley's story. of . ihe..{Tom the land office acre, which was
state's first towns, the famous be- the dividing line between e east and
ginnings of ihe lows of Lisbon mre . West quarter sections composing the
told. The series of artlcles will Ly 320-acre tract, was named Main street.
concluded Tuesday. Thelr tract rcse gently to the southr
ward, sloping northwest toward King
Pisher's creek and eastward toward
Uncle. John's creek:, the ridge between

{ these lowlands. peinting siightly o the

] By JOHN ALLEY

Professor, 0of Guvernment .

I It was at this station (hat the de-
Ipartment ¢! the interior locuted the SOUUIVESt:
5\ vernment land office for the western ' Siie. Nomed, ‘Lisbsa’

tlon of the Okluhomu area, just: It Was, ldeal for lownsile purposes.
p-mx 10 the opening. The proximity They named !t “Listin” By 1 o'click
of this oftice for filing land clatms, ag~ 2,500 seitlers hud established them-

Cwell us the rich amcunum bettom . stlves in ke orex, The taidy “North
lunds, which <tvetched out cn either Liners” hud (o take whai was left
side of each of these streams and; They sclected the 160-zcre iract on
jolned in & wide sweep from east to the.north side of the east hall of the
west ut their Juncion, constituted an, Lishon townsiie, forminz an “L” with
impelling urge o homeseekers. Lisoon.

It is interestiig to note that while 1uS acreage

hrie and OKlahoma City had vafl|

,connections from the beginning, with !

he outside world, Kingfigher. hag|Dorth side of King F

one. . The Rock Island raiway bulld-; THey called their town “Kingfisher

2 south from Caldwell, Kan., did not | CLty-"

| reach Kingfisher until the fall of 1589, On the evening of the first day,

| The ainety-eighth meridian of west APHil 22, @ miss meeling was heid cn
{ longitude, . which formed the diviggng] the cOMer of Robberts avenue and
!line between, the unassigned landé of| Maln streel, just south vl the land
the Okiahoma area and the Cheyenne|Office. This meoting was sponsored

| end, Arapahoe .“Blenkel” indian Res-|ty two distinct groups, the Inde-

| eryation, passed Just a mile and a halt[ Péndent Order of Odd Fellows and

stretehed aucross the

creeks with a namrow strip on the
r's creek.

tottom lands in the forks of tae lwo|

plsn the mass meeting heldwon the]
evenilng of April 23 adopled & tem»‘
povary lorm.-of government and clected |
their oificials, Jobn D. Mfjes, maym';}
W. A. “Bill" McCartney, M. M. Dun-
can, W. L. Creech, J. ‘H. Huff, and|
John Garvey, councilmen. The city
of Lisbon eame into being. |
Two. . days. - laler...the .first -councili
mesting was held. The firsl officiall
act of this provislonal government
was the selection of the City mnrshnl\
end the City Clerk, For the former,
cilice, D. F. Wyalt Was chosen. and
for the latter, J. G. Burns.

The problem of adjusing conflict-!
ing . town lot claims was delegated; to!
a citizen's comuniitee of four mem-'
bers. This. boarg of arbitration was
appeinted. on May. 29, and consisted of
the. following. men: R. C. Palmer
Josian Runter, Fred Ecart and J. O.
Cross, father.of Bill Gross, now:sscre-:
tary of (e univepsisy pthledie. assogty .
ation.

Tae work.of this hoard.was. carried
thiu in a:masterful ways 2itho., withe:
cut a shred:of legaligutherity. Puh\wi
sentiment. sustained;its. aston.and. the|
city oficials; pledged, thelr suppopt. fof
its decisions:, - Very.. fewiu ltigations,
( followed., as_compaxpd. AR ithe puney)

‘ homa Territory.:

west. of King Fisher's state station. | th¢ (G- A. K. Apparenlly this Is the
Twa, Lines Formed . only, instance in Ovlahoma Territory

Aleng. this aneridian a host of home- | Where city organization resulted from
seekers lined up during.the days pre-
| ceding . the. opening, casting hungry | mercial
giances across the. undwlating prairies

bodies.
Miles First Mayor

the initiative of formal, non-com-

i
i

I

15 the vastward. Some 20 miles to'the| Teniative plans were laid. and a|
| nGrth, 2n east and.west boundary. line| Second meeting was calied for the|

I
{the Cherokee Outlet, Here . another|.

fline of. settlers fofmed,. with. King:
| Fisher’s Stage Station as their ‘goall:

klocked .off the. promised land Zrom|{cllowing evening. Pursuant to this'

| The, first group were known as “*West
Liners" .and..the- second group as
‘ “North Liners.”

l. with the opening gun the “West
{Ligers”. dashed. forward, winning the
racs by a wide -margin. -Theé cholcé
{pertion of the available townsite area
; wis swooped down upon by this eager)-
imass of humanity. and none- of the
13%-sere tract remained when whe ad-|
ivance guard of the. “North Liners”
; came struggling.in en hour or so-later.
i Robberts Avenue. Named

i The “West Liners” seleoted the tract,
the center of whiek: hy just south of
{the land office area. " Trie:north baun-‘

Used-Car Lots
Row on 10w of lonely cars,
By the sun caressed,
Some are new, some are not,
uopu are repossessed,

Blu‘k lnd blus and quwn
Wlmnt for an owner who
kY

s one's’ future
d oy oris mnh\?m“”*

'-‘Mh\!m Ovens,

GUERNSEY FARM AT SAFULPA—One of the ﬂnesh he

. liams an

rds of gau'¥ [ ]
, belongs to C. J. Davenport of Sapulpa. They graze on his farm
E}q“:fncs,as Dairying Is_among mepfm‘emoih Tarm activities in Creek -county.

best organized far hases. Other no
gne of k. L. Jones of Brum"v\: Bob Moors and M W. Wheat of Sapulps

table Quernsey herds belon;




“domg & thriving business. Councll~

! Tables Were

'Leaders Enforced Their Laws
| When They Passed Them |

By JOHN ALLEY 1
Protessor of Government i
An interesting cxampie of the bold
assumption of power by the city coun-‘
cll of the provisional government
(without legal authority) in the mat-
ter of raising revenue, is Shown In
lthe following ordinances:
“Councli chamber, Liston, I. T., May
16, '89. At request of three members
of the counctl, the council met in|
specisl session. On motion of W. A,
McGartney, the clty marshal was in-
structed to ascertain who are oocupy-'
ing strests and what streets are oc-|
cupled tnd report the ssme to the
counc .

i

“Be it enacted ky the mayor and
city council of the city of Lisbon that/
[there be levied and collected as an
s occupation tax as follows: l

‘Gambling Taxes Collected
“On draw pcker tables, $5.00 per!
week on each table. On stud poker
| tatles, $15.00 on each table. On Chunk-i
li-Luck tables, $5.00 per week on

leach table.
i

“This' to be collected by - the city
| marshal every Monday morning In ad-
vance, and the city marshal is here-
iby authcrized and instructed to col-
lect the same and in default of any
payment of sald tax the cily marshal
|is authorized and instructed to close
"such place or Flaces so refusing to
jpay seid tex.

“Said sssessoent 15 to commence on
Monday, May 6, 1889. Adjourned to
mest et 4 D. m. May 6, ‘89,

signed. McCARTNEY, clerk, - pro
tem. M. M. DUNCAN, chairman, pro
temn.

Assessment Got Monday

It may seem that the superficial ob-
server of today would condemn this
ordinance on moral prinziples, But|
| the seme ‘political thinker accepts it
as ‘wise and sctentific taxation. It was
a luxwry tax. Its purposc was both|
fiscal and regulatory. It got the money |
and it locallzed and regulated a vice!
which under the hurly-burly condi-|
fons of those days could not lavel
I'been suppréssed.
i The point was that the town was
! rinning wide open. THe gamblers had |
i moved their tents out into the upen
Jspaces or into the streets and were

! man McOartney who proposed and
‘pushed thru this ordinance. “knewi
his onions” as usual. |
i Early in June the city council ﬂp—‘
commitiee to draft!

tals charter: pro-
iycr-eotinetl fovin of i
submitted to-a ref-
o83 accepled. AL the
a, full complemtent, of
s chosen to suciced
government set up in

| Milss Named Tayor ;
| officers elected werz Jonn, I, Miles,|
s mayor; and J. V. Admire, A “Banks.:
F. L. Bolag, Cash M. Cade, J. Cf
Gross, Jom’ Garveey, O. K. -Hogers,|
ang F. L. Wallis, councilmen. |

The “North Liners” organizing
i their own townsite, Kingfisher City,
i Tollowed the general pafterr set by
|the Tisbenites. A temporary . govern-
| ment” wag set up on April 24, followed
i e

—

Part of City

Luxury Taxes on Gambling 1
|
‘ Government in ’S9er Days!

s

by a formal organization and election |
on June 6. In this election, officers!
chosen for provisional gevernment of:
Kingfisher City were Virgil M. Hobbs, |
mayor; and F. M. Blair, J. D. Bradley,
W. F. Doorley, T. L. Hughes, and Wil-i
liam Lomeyer, councilmen.

The two townsites continted to op-
erate successfully, side by side and in!
harmonlous co-operation until after)
the Organic act of May 2, 1890, made
provision fer the creation of leyal|
county and city govs.pments, remov-|
ing the embarrassments incident to;
congressional stupidity and lack of|
feresight at the time the Oklahomai
lands were opened to settlement in the
spring of 1899.

Towns Consolidated

On July M, 1880, the two towns'
were consolidated under the name of
Kingfisher. The same name was given
to the county, of which this city be-
came and has remained the counly]
seat. Both oity and county now be-
came full legal entities, conforming to
the general laws of the state of: Ne-
braska, which laws had been set up
in Oklahoma Territory by the terms
of the Organi: act, “In so far as they
were locally applicable.”

The reasons for the success of these
twin-ctty provisional governments may
be summed @p In one phrase—con-
structive leadership. The character of
that leadership was set forth in the|
opening paragraph of this article. The!
most of those politically minded, csp—-}

able energelic men have passed on
down the long, long trail. “Leaders of\
the people by their conusels. . . . their!
works shall not be blotied out. . . .]
their bodies are buried in peace, but
their name livein forever.”

‘{#ditor’s note: In this portion of :
Professor Alley’s story of early be- |
ginnings of Oklzhoma towns, u.eé‘
final consolidation of the towns of |
Lisboa and Kingfisher is told with |
| a gribwie to the constructive lead- i
| .ership that caused thet co-opera-
| tion,) |

EDNA FERBER, American
novelist, has no intention
of retuming to Mexico, she
said when injormed she had
Been barred from that country
because of a short story she
wrote in which she {old of the
discomfert from fleas in Mez-
ico hotels.

E e
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El Reno Had Two Rivals From Its Ou?set
But Railroads, Unsettled-Town Bullflers, \
Turned Tables on Its Growilpg' Ne}ghbo@

They Are No More

Nature Favores i
d Reno City, And Friscc snd Reno City have Tot

Politicians Liked Frisco

nce the Rock Island railway com-
o pany, building south from Oaldwell,
merely become “deserted villages. PR L veyed ther line
By JOMN ALLEY They have been wipd out, root, trunk - marking the route
Professor of Government and branch. Today they oxisy only iand the stakss Ney were

In the establishment of the thre¢ the memories of the old timers &nd geross the Canadian - Valey
cities  previously discussed. Guthrie
Oklahoma City and Kingfisher, the
requitements of federal law limiting
townsites o the public domain to

in the records of the historians. Tric | plainiy visiole, assuring the Reno City
technique used by the railways in ac-| settlers that their town would soon
complishing their ends Will be ye-]paye rail conpections With the out-
counted later. .

320 acres was circumvented by pro-
viding tor two or more townsites for
ezch of these citles and organizing
each townsite as a separate city,
Thus, there were four Guthrics,
Guthrie, West Guthrie, East Guthrie

The second distinetive feature which
characterized El Reno's beginning was
the claver meihod used by the town-
site company in securing the tract of
land upon which the town was to be

and Capitol Hill.

built.

ownsite company had selected

There were two Oklahoma Gitys,|, 100 N q . ‘Cm.ip . as its leaders.
Oklahoma City and South OKlehoma | o Se2501e0 PONUITANS oe s Toatlts
City. Likewise there were two King. | |O/er Governor Critten

fishers, Kingfisher City and Lisbon.
In the other

souri was its president and Former

30V 3l & was il
cities which will be| GOVEROY Glick of Kansas was its

N N v in
discussed in this article, the setilers vice president. The procedure used

were more modest, or less eager.

One townsite of 320 acres, o1 loss,

sufficed in each case. In the fo:
ing and early developmeni ¢ ¥
later renamed El Reno, oo
tures are evidenced which

They Were I
These latier town
respective areas, No

it B

the county seat of its 1.,
ly a5 2 matter of cous.

But case of El li.

dian @

of the Oklahoma area, 25 miles due

scuth of Kingfisher,

In fact, tie ninety-eighil meridian!
the boundary line between !

inal tovmsite

taneous.y

correr of the Oklahoma

Ceradiu
i

Foil Reno Was Favior

3 determined b, the pr

ity of boih o0 the Fort Reno mi. Barked off
@

tary reservation,

Twelve miles 1o the caliward

Frisco. In di:

waged for two decades L
and Oklahoma City,
marked that the congresei
tielans favored Guthrie
ture favored Oklahoma City.
In. the threecorne
local and coun
Reno City, Frisco and E Rel
ture favored Reng
favored Prisco,

B i
ferent. The townsite was locois ..

two miles soutn of the North Cu

wng upt simin
h El Reno, tc challenge!
her leadership on this . southwestern!

: urtey. Three
miles to ihe noithward, across ihe

¢ cf the town, Lke that ost"e compaiy
on

s .

seitlers called their townsite
ng the long rivair

for the commerciai-and political hon.

ors of Oklahowa Temritory, which was'

expediting the acquisition of the land
was as follow.

Two former scldiers were to file on
adjoining quarter sections which they
were to lease to the townsite com-
pany for a period of 9 years. After the
homestead claims were proved up and

be sold to the company.
Solzicrs Had Privileges
4 law required ordi-
lo live on their claims
L.t Titie was granted,
soldiers this residence
period was but one year.

In executing this plan J. A, Fore-
man filed his claim on fhe northwest
quarter of section 9, township 12, range
7, west. Since the ninety-eighth merid-

:ary of Oklahoma, passed thru section
eight at 2 point less than half a mile
west of the section line which bound-
ed Foremen's quarter-section on the
west, there are no cther full quarter

L and’ section available between Foreman’s
Arapahos Ingian reservation, was al-

s0 the wesiern boundary cf the orig-

{ homestzad and (e westarn bounds
| C o

"

this b

| dwellers.

2 T

us rival 10 Ei Reno wag: (-§4Diaing their provisional govern-
¢ north sige Ment, the seitlers proceeded in a more
Where tpe leisurely manner thgn was followed

by the founders of other Oklahoma
previously discussed.

ional poly.; Herman Hauser, and J. P. Scales.
while na." E. E. Blake was named police judge,

[ E. J. Simpson, city attorney, and C. W.

Ted battle fori Beers, city marshal.

ty honors waged by; In the meantime, Reno City had
N0, na-|the start cn El Reno and it was esti-
© City, the politicians| meted that between 1500 and 2,000

ored B R’ but-the railroads fav-|settlers had established theinselves on

And the rajr
mareln. 8o deg
victory -been reg
two .. towns

arine warfare.

| the townsite north of the Cenadian

the title acquired, the land was to

ian, which formed the western bouns-!

sige world. )

But things took & different turn,
and Prof. John Alley shows that turm
i& his next article.

(Editor's nole: The methods by
which EI Reno survived the fight
for existence in the southwestern
corner of OKklahoma territory are
tola teday in this article by Prof.
John Alley in his series on Okla-
homa town beginnings.) .

i

!

i
|
I

csiablishing their tewnsiie andl

|

. ¢hesen mayor. A provisionai council o(i
seven membels was set consisting of ;
Y Guthrie, W. B. Barker, A. C. McComb, J. A.

the writer re-|Hooe, Neal W. Evans, W. L. Williford, |,

oads won by a wide! river. I
Istvely has El- Reno's| The settlers in Reno City had every
wg::tma that the Other|vreason to belleve in the future ste~
- eventually “sunk! Cess and stability of thei® enterprise,
:,mmt 8 £race,” 6 yge the VErnACUIRT | mrsmm— e
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Played Ball

Even the Hotel Was Jacked Up
And Moved Away

(Editor's note: The important
part the railroads played in the de-
velopment of Southrwestern Okla-
Loma territory is told in this in-
stalment of Professor Alley's story
of Oklahoma town beginaings. The
series of articles will be concluded
Thursday.)

By JOHN ALLEY
Professor of Government
The Reno City people were 50 con-
fident that the railway was certain

e —

Rock Island Railway Threw
A Curve Around Reno City,

With El

Reno

crossing the Canadian river and
passes thru tac western iimits of the
original towrsite of El Reno. This
action eventually rang down the cur-
tain on Reno City.

Gradually its seltlers fiitered across
the river and established themseives
in El Reno, teking their buildings
with them. One particular job of
house-moving is notable.

A preteritious  three-story hotel
huilding which had been constructed
in Reno City in the flush times of
early days was jacked up, put on
rollers, and started southward to EIl
Reno. It was a long, tedious job

to pass thru their townsite that when: 9ctually Trequiring the construction of

a temporary bridge to get it across
the river,

During the weeks invoived in thej
movement. the guests of this nowy
famaqus “Caddo hotel” continued to
occupy their rooms and enjoy the free
|vide southward. The Caddo hotel
) finally arrived in El Renc and for
many years was one of its jeading
| hostelries.

. Highway Mlisses Reno Tity

Today the motorist driving north
from El Reno on U. §. highway 81
will pass what used to be the town-
site of Reno City, about a mile north
of the Canadian river bridge. The
casual driver will merely observe the
wide stretch of fertile lands extend-
ing northward from the river for
two or three miles with occasional
farm buildings and luxuriant fields
of aifalfa and wheat.

But the informed motorist can lo-
cate the exact spot of (his “deserted
village” by marking the country
school house about 50 yards east
of ‘the pavement and noting eccasion-

the representatives of the Rock Island |
later appeared and proposed that the

i townsite company divide their real
‘ estate Loldings with the railroad com-
pany on a 50-50 bekls, the offer was
rejected.

Whereupon the Rock Island  did
business with Reno City's rival on
the south slde of the river. i

When the Toad was finally construct-
ed a year or so later, the route hadi
been changed, making z wide sweep'
to the westward and leaving Rernio
City stranded on the fertile lands of
the North Cenadian river bottom,!
nearly two miles from raflway con-
L nection. This is the story 8s told by|

; “old settlers” in the area. !
Reno City Fades Out

he railway line, as It exists today,

curves bhack o the westward, after!

‘ & Memory Book J

She wanted @ Memory Book, she said,
Bound i her Javorite shade of red,
In which 1o keep all manner of things,
Worthy of later rememberings.

Can you paste in @ book the biuc of skies,
Seen through widening youthful eyes,

Or the green of trees after summer rain,
Or the white of almost exquisite pain?

What book could ever hold the half

Of the ecstasy of a baby's laugh, o
Or the mountain look in a bow’s brown eyes,
Or a father's smile, profaundly wise?

No book preserves the ocean air,
Or the -feel of wind blowing through the

hair,
Or the soft screnity of night

On a little lake when the moon is bright,
Or the breathlessness, the speed, the thril
Of a long red sled on an icy Ml

I jound her Memory Book today;
She left it when she went away,
Forgotten in a well-worn trunk,
Along with other similar junk.
—MARIE DODGE JONES.

al small piles of bullding stone, to-
gether with a caved-in basement, here
and there. .

El Reno's nearest rival was thus
put out of the running. But the Job
of disposing of her other, and more
persistent rival for leadership in what
has become Canadien county was
not so easy.

Ratlvoad builders egaln entered the
fight and sgain won, bub the factor
of territortal and county polities fig-
ured prominently and to the detriment
of El Reno’s prestige for many
months.

- Frisco Was Rival Town
-1 The rival town was Frisco, 12 miles
east of Reno City and on the north
side of the river. The railroad line in
this cace was orlginally the Choctaw

Coal and Railway company, building

west from the McAlester coal flelds.

The name was later changed to
| Choctaw, Okishoma and Gulf and
|the line was soon acquited by tne
i Rock Island. It has become the main
| east and west trunk line of the latter
| company, cartying traffic from the
: Mississippi valley to California, pas-
i sing thru the central part of the pres-
ient state of Oklahoma. °
In the location of this raflroad
route Yukon hecame the immegiate
irival of Frisco. When the Ghootaw
‘company finally decided ¢n the route
south, rather than north of the Cana-
‘dian river, Frisco was doomed and
Yukon was made. But Yukon arrived
on the scene too late to supplent E1|
Reng for the reason that- the latter
town was now well on ils way to
maturity, with two trunk lines of
railways crossing at right angles and
connecting with the outside world at!
the four cardinal points of the com-
{Ppass, north, sonth, -edst -shd Wit i Yoikon s ‘the Winifer i

Also, EJ Reno had become the 60uniy | synen Yulkon Hially won -over Plseo |
seat of ‘Canadisn county and thatiliy- the location "bf the Choctaw rail-
ir.ounty"x area had been apPIOXIMIAtely: |wryy ‘votite, 'McClifitock woved 245
| doubled by the opening of theThey- \narer to Yikon in the fall ‘of 1893,
| te‘rme and ‘Araphoe Indiah TeServe-'jpewise hevoining the first riewspaper-
[tlon to white settlement. man 0 the -aster 4own,
‘he’;he town of Prisco, while % 'existed, || 4" yerr or so later he estabMshed
(held & unique place in Okiahoms. Ils-| lyne Ganadien County Courler fn B
[tofy_and_‘poltsics. ¢ ‘was Retio, . ro-!
Iby 60 vsteraris of ihe Tnion army!|yivea to Kenses, whete he edited the
[and thelr famities. “The first Veterans| | jeancos mmorican in McBhosson. un-
{ Pobt of the Grand ‘Artiy ‘of the B! |y ju- woath ,
‘putlic of Oklahoma territery wasi | qme lmpartunt Place ‘07 Fifsco 1n

‘the fghit “for town Supremacy -witi ‘e

)e‘smbnsh;ﬂ ‘here, “honoring the urm-“

nal Oklihdita Boomer, bellig named; | “Professor edfrerd
\Captatn "aytie ‘post. Meore the “Friseol \t:»‘;,l:em_ SeOr “Altey's Wedmesday
(Herald” wes published by George W.|| - :
McCliniock, whe held the jiteresting;
istinction of becoming editor of three!
. differgnt papers, successively, in three|
différen; tbwns dn’ the ‘sahe coum.y,[

"in the -edtly
ritory.

yedls 8 Oklahomia tér-
N <




Frisey, | €3nyenﬂ0n Started l
ifmg Stmggfe for Capltol[

Majors Ave Delegutes
Other mayors who served as dete-
| gates were Mayor Virgil M. Hobbs, of
King! Ciy; Mayor ¢. S. Rogers,
¢f El Rero; Mayor §. T. Godfrey, of
Fricco; Mayor W: L. Couch, of Okia-
hémi- City; Mayor T, R. Waggoner,
of Nomman; and Miyor I. L. Stone,
of Noble.
Thie - strategy used hy the Frisco
convelition In ‘order fo-defent the plan
of Guthtle for the immediate orgeri-
i _ ization’ of @ provisionai territorial
By JOHN ALLEY government: wes to- viiemorinilze Con-
Professor of Government gress to set-up a formallegal govern-
Frisco orgatiized as @ city duritig the . ment for the territory. Sidney: Clarke,
first week of May, 1889, electing J. T. uomiinerit -Oklanoma City politician
Gedfrey as mayor of the provisional ,nd’ 2 former ' Kansa§ congressman,
‘guvernn:ent. Later Godfrey was aps |ywas nbmedchaitman’ of the coimit-
:pointed the flrst: sheriff of Canadian (ge' on resolutions. Clarke brought in
|county by Goverrior Steele. ‘@ sKillully drawh and eloquent’ set of
The second mayor was C. H. Howe; | | resolutions, setting- forth: the remerk--
and Leforé his termi closed the town'| aple progress of the new tersitory and
had passed the peak of ity career, with | yrging: Ccngress to* pass «n Organic
Yukon rising to the southeastward ' aet, .creating a territorial government
across the river to eclipse the eastern gy the earllest pbasibie nicrhent.
pert of Canadian county. Guthrie’s’ Strategy Fals
The ihird chief executive of Frisc6 | Tiie Fifsco movement took the wind
was E. C. Rhodyback, who assumed’ cut of he safls of the Guthrie move.
the more medest title of chairman of me#it, The conventicn wiich met at
1the Buard' of ‘Trustees, now organized | Guthrie two days Ister,
as a village board under the laws of avoused’ littlé enthusiasm, and ad~
‘Nebmska. made effective by the Of- |journed after a brief session, to. riteet
! ganic act of My 2:1890. The glory |August 20. ‘The provisioral govern-
jof Frisco was passing. | it Was néver forfid:
Frisce: Prominent in Election i e leuders - of -theé Pilsco conver-
Two important political incldents in iton’ 1afd’ te basiy for- future’ co-opers:
which Prisco figured prominently in' ailbn- end’ tRis: c8-ohbration: sucteeded
the heydey of its career are worthy. of ') ifi. repéatadly defémtiig Guthiles
mention. The first was the “Frisco  ambitlori to béddwte’ the permurient
converitioni” of July 15, 1889, and the - capital of the territory of Oklahoma.
second Was the Canadian county seat Affer* the OTganic det Was passed by
 election of March 17, 1891, Gohgm! providing for the election bf
The famous Frisco . & wes the
| the outstanding political mcment uf wwn of Prisco that selécted the rep<
,the first decadé of Oklahoma terri- iesentative who was to become the
"torial polities, The'tmpottance of this epeak¥r of the first house and exert
jgathering is significant since it was w powerful infiuence’ on' e'my terii~
the criginal political caucus which torist: politics: %
shaped the direction of the capitol  This war was Avthur W Daiels
Iceation linecup, extending down thru popularly kndwn as “Dealy Dahiels”
nerly 20 years of sttife and turmofl. ; Daniels was born in Illinois and edu-
Whille the meeting was strictly po- 'cated at Knox collegé. A lawyer by
lilial ih' character, it was also nor- oo . oxit speaker!
partisan. Hire republioans, democrats, [TOCSICN. HE® was o et ;‘;”u
arid Fopulists frsternized freely, repre.. 200 L00% to poliilos as o duck takes,
senting the sonthern and’ western - 0 VRl A colleaguz i " IE. s ‘
e of {he teiritory and having as 'f;‘ﬁ;::m session wriles ol him a5
tHets' chief hope an
X Gulies vapts or pllicas et "0 man of he eriory e o
The initiative was taken by tne: 01 Uhe Public men of all parties than ;.
ayats of the provisivhal governments:

Canadian County Election” W
Important Event'

(Bditors nate: The happenings at
the Frisco convention and the Ca-
nadisn county seat election are re-
counted In this instalment’ of Pro-
tessor Alley’s story of the develop-
ment of Oklahomta® tewns. Thurs-

\ day the series of articles will be
concluded.)

-

@d: Dhifels . . . He was something of |

an _expert in a convention and his

Ler the c:;ms in the inferested drea. ) Ll Men: hadd' often lumed the

otvention Call Issued ! Jmed_the

The call for the convention was in- S In & close p"l““.c"lh'g. o his’

|spired by o previous call emenating he ammived w GuUIe BV e

frodl Quthirie for the purpose of or. OT@RTiization the balance o vowery;

caniing a provisicnal govermment fgn DTS W3 i @ poeliion to get re-

‘Lhe entife teiritory. The strategy of sults—and he,d,d'
Guthrie was to have a de facto gov- —

ernment alieady on- existence wher

Deserted Cabiﬁ

Just at z(u edge of the little wood
' Many a-decade the cabin stood,

the United' Siates Lonesomaly. mated with solitude.
ber, 1889, and then' de-
3 aress ma ; Trackless dust is still on the floor,
e ngress Make the de facto A vasted clain holds the sagging door,
ernmerit, Jure e feal gov- And locks all the memoried years before.

The Guiarie chventlon was sched.

Silenca dreams with the shajes on the roof,
uled to meet July 17, so the politicians

Sitence inside is shadowproof . . .
of LheL \ﬂ;ﬂﬂ ";\;:15 ;fshoﬂrhnr;- City Only the log walls stand aloof.
i and ishoh ingfisher) aided i
' {hose of Nofmian, Bl Reno and m,;‘?; Only the wind—the wind and the rain;

Ipub'tn theti potl for Jly 1. Patter the roof, and rattls the chain,
The- gathiering at Frisco was a not- Sealing an entrance aluways in vain.
3 N prod
visienal mayor of Lisbon ‘Idngﬂshen'
' was named ¢hatrman and A. C. 8z0tt;
| then' ahd’ now' o' Oklahomn City, was
chesen secrétany, .

Flowers and. weeds in the symmer bime;

Maling a pattern of ch:nkmd’ rhyme.

Once there were people loved of their pwi,
\ Pioneer flesh and pioneer ‘bone
Now, but their life dust; evermore bloun.’

FEcholess voices imprisoned there,
Bloquent, of thedoult that dare,
“Speak to ma thiough the sun and air.

And the tal} pines nod in their lordly prime,




'F1 Reno Retainéd ‘Canadian i

County Seat i

Frisco Fades From -Picture As
Election Is Repudiated

(Editor's Note: With . this article,
i the series of accounts of the found-
| ing of Okishoma towns is concluded,
| Professor Alley's final aurticle dis-
cuases the-early history of ithe city

| of E1 Reno.

By JOHN ALLEY
Professor of Government

In the election of March 17, 1891,
which was to determine the reloca- |
tion: of the county seat of Canadian
county, temporarily located at B Reno®
by the Organic act, Frisco.and Reno|
Gity “ganged up’ on Ei Reno and|
iand wen the location for Frisco by;
‘2 narrow margin, i
i However, El Remo set up a claim |
yof fraudulent practices in the conduct '
of - the election, took the matter into!
-the:-courts and eventually won the,
;ngm to-keep the county seat. i
I" This was the “last straw” and Frisco,
faded. out. Today her existence is!
.but a memory.
; -El.Reno Is. Triumphant.
| El Reno had emerged irlumphantly
over both of her rivals. Within 2 year |
sfter the county seat election was!
"held; the Cheyenne and Arapaho In-{
‘dian resérvation was thrown open to'
, White settlement.

The sige of Cansdian county had
been doubled and a great . expanse
{of trade ares, extending westward to
lthe “Pexas panhandle, was awaiting
explojtation,
| Likewise, El Reno .had become &
irallway tenter, with two lines, the
Rock Island end Ghoctaw, at her
door and esteblishing trade arteries
leading. out to-the four points of the
compass.

Plans Are Defeated
| El Reno was happy, confident of
iher future prosperity and visuailzing
herself .as the.coming metropolis of
ithe great state of Oklahoma which
was to be.
! 'Botby Burns has said:

“The be® lald ‘Schemes o mice

and men,

Gang aft a'gley;

And lee us naught bui griet and

and pai

For prumxsed joy.”

‘Such-was. the ¢ase With the El Reno
i Townsite company, under the leader-
|ship of these two master poiticians,
Pormer ‘Governor Crittenden ‘of Mis-
sourl, and -Pormer Governor Glick of,
Kansas. i
| The.clever scheme devised by tis)
v oxganization “was explaineéd in. the
cearly part. of this series. The program
iwent thru S early stages.as. sched-
Luled. Lots - were -cold and certificates
[ of possession were issued;
| Setilers Felt . Seomre

After title «to $he lund had -been'
' secured {rom.the .government, deeds!
, were Lo e Issiied.to the holders of these |

|
|
H

in Court Battle\

The case was argued before the 1ocal
land ofilce, appealed. to the commis-i
| sloner - of the General.Len¢ office «at;
Washington, sud tinally carried to the!
i secretary of tue dnterior, who can-!
celled .uhe homestead  entries and
tumned - everything topsy-tuivy. When
the news .of the action 1eached El
Reno, everything “went blooey.” Al
wild orgy of lof-jumping prevailed.
Uncertainty and bewilderment fol-
towed.

Controversy Lagged

The whole mixup was finally
stralghiened out by a long. and ledi-
ous process which. dragged out thruj
three years. The matter as eventually
solved was based on an act of cone
griss, approved May 14, 185, and en-|
titled “An Act to provide for town-
site éntries of land-in whai is known
a5 Olddahoma, and -for other purposes.”

Under tire terms of this act the sec-
retary -of the interior was authorized”
to -appolnt boards: of townsite Lrustees. |
‘for :three members each with  “not’l
more -then two members being ap-
pointed: from- one -political parfy.”

The board which handied the B
Reno sttuation was known as “Board |
No. 4, Townsite Trustees at El Reno, |
o.T" i

i1t was appointed by ‘Acting 1Sscre-

.tary of the Interior George Chandler,
lon October -7, 1991, -and consisted of
<James M. Bishop, ‘Samuel ‘T. Leavy |
‘and Depert L. Lazsh.

‘The vwhole provlem of determining ]
ownership -and ssuing deeds for lots
in the by of Bl ‘Remo bad to be,
. handled by this board. i
i “Everything started over agaln “Irem
sczateh” .Individual  claimants  ap-
pesred before this board, . presented,
heir evidence end, if the board was .

satistied, 2 deed was issued.
Many Claimants Appeared !

In many cases two clahnants ap-

peared and the case was argued, as|
bvefore a court of law, the board de-’
cidmg the issue by a majority vote.

A traaseript of the evidence in each|
case Wwas made, signed by the board,
or by two of lts members, and for-|
warded to the secretary of the In-|
terior. In case of division on the
board, the minority member had his
dissenting “opinion “ typed out, Which'
he signed and forwarded it along with
the majority opinion.

Deloert L. Larsh, one of théimem-
bers of this board, is still Hving in|
Norman, his original home ‘at the!
time of his nppointment, 44-years'
ago, and has very courteously given|
the writer access to duplicate copies
of reports and other papers relating
to this service. :

Cases Were Long

I have: before me as I write, a car-
bon copy of the report of the board
on one ‘of the' contested cases. It
covers five legal sized pages of type-
written poper, single-spaced, and in-|
cluded both -the mafority decision’
signed by Bishop and.Leavy, and the;
opinion signed by Larsh. |

In .the , . the]
" settlers, desling secure in the posses-
+slon of their lais.and fortified by thelrl
| certificates, vuropeeded  with thetr;
| quilding Preparations.

‘But  contests were  fileq, cha.rzlng
jthat the’haomesteaders had not acted '
in good faith; that they were not
i genuine -homestedders ‘in fact, ‘seek- '
iing laiid for agrieultural purposes,
upon “Which -théy proposed to live as'
agricultiorists;

The -specific  brge was set up
[that’-SHe homesteatiers -were merely
jegents’ i1t a- real: estate: transaction for!
| rotit.

In going thru the remnant of fugi-
tive. papers and carbons which Larsh
still has in his Dossession, reference
was. found to “case No. §18,” which is
indlcative of the extent of the work,
of -this board. ‘

Of course :lbe entire story of this!
A:m-ud -be “found by delVing into the
records of the secretary of the .in-
gexior, at Washington. . Perhaps some|
uture historian will undertake @ more;
exhaustive ireatment of these signi-
figant ceses, ‘

-Enough evidence has been presented: -

to convince the casual reader that the!

story of the foupding and early his-b
cory of the clcy of El Reno is interest- 1
i
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“Am, Shcks---"

|

i

Ambling along, his shrewd kindly eyes Lk

Shyly viewing the beauties i

Of a new land—

Scizing the hand of an old crony,

Or of a president, fellow-ambassador, senator,

Or prince—

Grinning wistfully-- and humbly before his
Creator

Perhaps saying, whimsically:

“Y'know, Lord, all I know is what l've read

In the papers

‘N’ picked up as I gadded around

Hither "0’ yon;

But all this stuff that's in the papers

Just now,

Page on page-

Aw, shucks, Lord,

I wish I coulda earned

A little mite of it.

They mean well, Lord—don't hold it against 5
‘em,

Let's just call it good-intentioned

Exaggeration;

They're just bein’ kind

To an ignornt ol cowhand

From Oologah.

Y'know, Lord, that's a great bunch

You've got down there,

Senators 'n’ all;

T'm gonna miss ‘em for a while,

But they'll be comin’ along.

' all the pictures—

I bad no idy
They felt—that way—about- -aw, shucks,
Lora—

After the way I've kidded 'em,

'N' all—

But I've never hurt 'em till now

An’ I'm just wonderin’, Lord,

Tf there aln't some way

You can ease it up for 'em?

Just tell ’em that—shucks—it ain’t bad like
that a-tall—

An' that this round-up's just fine an’

Prettier than the song.

Y'see, Lord, that down there gets right
next to me, an’

Shucks, there ain't nothin'

I ¢n do ahout it:

So do what you can, won't you, Lord?

T've got lots of confidence in Your ability

Along that line.

Well, there goes those bells—my time's up,

So I'll be moseyin’ along.

Say, Lord! Ain’t that o' boy over there

From Claremore?”

—WALDO WETTENGEL
RUSH SPRINGS, OKLA.

COMPLIMENTS OF THE RUSH SPRINGS GAZETTE

e Cuuntry editor in _xlauoma has sritten
1:(: vast tr{oute to 311 Lugers iiav hay
¥l appeared, say crities.

is

~e98m was read over a . ati.nal
tin Solusbia Lystewm, wiich
¢ from every st.ie in ine

i l{t ®¥us read at lhe Congressi mal xeno-
~.,"‘ —\,v, JLAL egorsy aad printed in Lue
»v2MeTe3831onal ecord.




Doetry

CLAIR DE LUNE

|By Kafnerine Shepara avden, for-|

‘merly of Norman, in “Saturday Re- |
view af Literature.”

|anove the Japis wells of dark

Swiftly you move fonight—

Around you all your cloudy vells
low lhght.

Bl
lb!aphmo\u saffron mists that dritt
} Along the Iusirous sir—
{ Mother-of-pear] itself, distilled,
1 pissolving therer

Clear moon, that salled the cobalt|:
straits

Of midnight over Greece—
Aulwerumku it bore
A golden flees

Pair moon on medieval Chartres,
pools of lght would lie
Arcund the soaring slifioueties
Against your sky!

Young wmoon—so tmeless old—tomt
threa
“Transfiguring, the arc
f onyx space, .m Sivers s
‘The sghapei
We have seen mortal pight and day,
Azurs and indigo.

-And which is fsirer &nd more true ©
‘We do nob kpow-—

{only 1 know 1 Jove the air
Held (n uneatthly light—
The tripied beauty of the world
Toulght! o
ey




