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CHAPTER I 
"EARLY EXPLORATION AND SETTLEMENT" 

The city of Sapulpa now occupies territory over 
which four nations have flown their flags, ft History of 
Indian Territory, published in 1901, described the city: 

"Nestling at the foot of a rsnge of 
great hills lies the thriving little 
city of Sapulpa, which.has been trans-
formed from a little country village 
in a few months, by the establishment 
of a junction of the Frisco railroad, 
into a commercial city of considerable 
importance," 

Spain, the first nation to interest herself in 
this territory, sent an expedition to discover gold ift 
1540, but her interest died when the explorers reported 
only land, Indians, winding rivers and wooded hills. Spain 
claimed the land in the name of its king, but left it as 
she found it, with the exceptions of a few trinkets, dis-
tributed among the natives, and a few graves of the members 
of the expedition who died en route. Accounts of these exT peditions have been preserved in the Spanish archives. 

France found the rivers, the highways of the new 
world, of interest1to her plan of building a great colonial 
empire and allowed her citizens to penetrate far inland to 
trade with the natives. By 1719 La Harpe had trading posts 
on the Red and Arkansas rivers where he exchanged arms, am-
munition and other articles for furs. Although the trade 
was good, France found the land worth claiming, but not 
worth fighting for. Spain could be warded off on the south 
by the Comanches, who had obtained guns and ammunition from 
the French and had captured horses from the Spanish. Eng-
land was too far away with her little colonies, eking out 
an existence on the Atlantic sea coast. 

In 1765 France and England engaged in a serious 
war, with France about to loose all of her territories in 
America. To prevent this land, to which she had given the 
name Louisiana, from falling into the hands of the greedy 
English, she gave it to Spain.- Spain accepted the present, 
although she was already among the land-poor nations of the 
world and the income from this land was nil. Neither of the 
two nations had any idea of the oil which lay so far beneath 
the soil. 



Napoleon- later learned of this deal in real es-
-täte when he was dreaming of a great colonial empire and 
called upon the friendly relation of Spain to France to 
secure the return of the territory. Afraid of losing his 
throne, the king'of Spain returned it with the provision 
that France would never part with it except to return it 
to Spain. But the Great World Empire was not to be, for 
the base camp on the island of Haiti was infested with mos-
quitoes and' the would-be colonigers died by,the hundreds. 
Those who remained alive fled to France, leaving Napoleon 
in possession of a great unsettled, unprotected area. 

The slow plodding settlement of the English, which 
had become the youthful'.United States of Anierica, eventu-
ally reached the Mississippi River and regarded that river 
as being essential to the marketing of their crops. The 
use of the river often was denied them, so they called upon 
the government to rectify the situation. The government 
made.treaties with Spain but these were not successful. 
Xhen came the opportunity to purchase the river, after 
France again controlled it. Jefferson could find no right 
to purchase lands according to the constitution, but he 
,found the bargain too desirable to resist and bought the 
land from the Emperor of France who, at the time, needed1 
financial supplement in, providing for his armies. Thus 
the territory became the property of the United States. 
Jefferson did not know what to do with his bargain, once 
it was hist with the papers, all signed! and delivered, but 
he thought that it would provide a place to remove the 
Indians, from the settled East into the West, so as to 
leave the lands in the states open to white settlement. 
The Indians were not elated over the idea, but they were 
powerless. The Creeks reeeived by treaty in 1855 a di-
vision of landsj, including and surrounding what later be-
aame Sapulpa's townsite. This land was of little value, 
as it was too far from a market and nothing was knovfn of 
the wealth which lay far beneath the soil. But it.was 
good farming land, far from the unwelcome culture of the 
whites, and for a while the Creeks were happy. 

Their joy did not last long. The Civil War 
came to destroy the harmony within the tribe and to sever 
the friendly relations between the Creeks and the United 
States. Thousands of people fled from the Nation to the 
South and North to avoid death at the hands of one army 
or the other and the lands were again abandoned. Grass 
covered the home sites with only a charred board or a 
stone foundation remaining to show the place where once 
men had lived. At the end of the war, came to the ter-
ritory; and men, ever hopeful, rebuilt the country. 



The government under the Creek Nation was consti-
tutional and had many features of the government of the 
United States. One weakness was its inability to cope with 
white intruders who came into the land, although by treaty 
arrangements, the United States had agreed to prevent unde-
sirable whites from entering the vicinity of the Indian 
settlements. 



CHAPTER II 
"THE BIRTH OF A RAILROAD TOWN" 

A trading post, which had been established In the 
vicinity of the present townsite before the Civil War, nad 
been abandoned and no renewal of such activity was made until 

This strfre.was housed in a log building. The,var-
ious articles for sale were exposed to view on the shelves of 
the store or hung from the beams of the building. Here the 
Indians came with money, furs, skins or farm produ£ts to ob-
tain that which they desired, particularly beads, buttons, 
elk teeth, gay calico and bright-colored shirts «"»vests-
Shoes were huhg from the posts on low beams. Everything from 
pins to farm tools could be purchased there, and the prices 
were determined by the ability of the purchaser to pay. 

Not far away lived.a family of Indians named 
Sapulpa, who had lived in the vicinity since the Indians 
had traded their eastern lands for this territory. By the 
treaty of 1866, the Creek Indians had given the right-of-ways 
to railroads, 'and in 1886, the Frisco railroad reached the 
site of the present city of Sapulpa. The name of the terminus 
was not decided upon, but.the railroad men called the end of 
the line "Sapulpa," because-it was there that they lived or 
boarded with the Sapulpas. Shacks were constructed for the 
use of the men working on the roads. Lands could not be pur-
chased, because the Creek people held their lands in common, 
and only the improvements belonged to the builder; not until 
1898, were the white settlers able to purchase land. There 
was Ao government in this settlement, as the Creek Nation did 
not provide governments for towns composed of citizens of 
both the Creek Nation and the United States. 

The treaty of 1866 between the Creek Nation and the 
United States provided for the establishment of post offices, 
within the territory. In X889, a post office given the name 
"Sarmlpa" was established and in a one-room shack on the 
bank of Rock Creek, about a mile from the present business 
section of the city, the first postmaster, John Egan, con-
ducted the very important business of delivering^and sending \ 
the mail. A portion of the mail came in on the train, but q 
the greater part came through the Sac and Fox Agency and was/V / 
carried on horseback to the- village by William Twid) Smith. ^ 
The coming of the mail was a gala event. Everyone went to 
the post office, to await the distribution "just in case" 
there should be a letter addressed to him. The fact that a 
person received no mail was quite beside the point; to ask 
for it was the thing to do. Many things came by mail which 



could not be bought in the stores of the town. The ladies 
ordered laces and frills, and once an order had been sent, 
they attended the postal functions with added interest. The 
post office had the only safe in town, and it was very often 
the receptacle for almost all of the valuables of the popul-
ace. That same year, a telegraph office was established, 
providing additional connection with the outside world* 

The little community, with only the United States 
marshals to maintain order over a wide area, soon found it-
self in the midst of an unsavory population. The need for? a 
permanent officer to keep order and to arrest Indians or 
whites who had consumed too much vanilla extract (one of the 
most popularly consumed commodities), was of paramount im-
portance. After one of these orgies of consumption, the-
small boys of the town picked up the bottles and sold them 
for three cents each. At times the bottle collectors engaged-, 
in such frenzied combats over the bottles that the need for 
an officer became even greater. At the suggestion of Dr. 
James S. McAlester, the merchants in 1894, employed a deputy 
marshal to maintain order in the town. 



CHAPTER III 
"OUTLAWS 1" ? 

The Daiton and Jennings gangs entered the town fre-
quently and planned to carry out their nefarious occupation 
"rom this vantage point. There was a general unwritten, un-
spoken understanding that so long as the people in the town 
did not betray them, they would not rob the town. 

It was in the blacksmith shop of Fred Twombly, that 
ill Cook was alleged to-have organized his associates and 

formulated his plan for öl train robbery at Red Fork in 1894. 
took had learned that a cattleman was to receive $1100 and had 
decided that it would be an excellent "haul" without too much 
anger. The gang, composed of "Cherokee Bill", a farm hand 
'orking near Kellyville; "Skeeter" Balding, and Curtis Dayson, 
log haulers; end "Chicken" Lucas, Henry Munson, end Lom Gordon, 
cowboys, left Sapulpe about the seventh of July, robbed the 
train and escaped with the loot. 

The attitude of the residents of the town, who were 
in the main, desirable frontier citizens, was indeed noteworthy. 
;The settlers, who had hired a deputy to maintain order within, 
the town, made little effort to prevent the outlaws1 free access 
>to the facilities of the town. In fact, some were very care-
•ful to keep the fugitives informed of the approach or presence 
•of United States marshals. When a marshal or group of marshals 
>came intö the village, a flag wss run up either within the 
town or on the hill known as Sugar Loaf. Sometimes the mail 
'carrier was stopped by the outlaws and sent into town to as-
certain whether United States officers were present. Being 
concerned with the principles of self-preservation, he always 
returned as ordered, with a true report. 
••I1.. 

Only once was there a threat of the outlaws' doing 
damage to the little town. Al Jennings was suspected of being 
-an outlaw, but at that time no one was ct-rtain, since he had 
•hot yet been caught in the act of robbery. J. C. Menifee tells la most entertaining tale of the affair. Jennings sat one after-
noon in the front of the general store chatting with everybody 
who was amiable, having a general good time. Suddenly he arose 

/and departed without a word. Within the next few minutes sev-
eral ü. S. marshals arrived and informed the people of a pro-
posed robbery, during which the one safe in the town, that of 
ithe post office, was to be "cr&cked wide open". All that night 
the citizens paced up and down the streets, carrying guns and 
waiting for the holdup. Mrs. Menifee declared that she had 
„-her worst experience of fright while waiting for something to 



happen. But, nothing happened! Either the tale was false 
or the arrival of the marshals changed the plans of the ban-
dits. Years later, in 1910, when Jennings had served his 
sentence for a train robbery and was running for governor of 
Oklahoma on a reform ticket, Mrs. Menifee spoke to him about 
the night he had almost robbed the town, but Jennings smiled 
and admitted nothing. 

The outlaws attended many dances in the town, be-
having quite like other people, but most of the ladies of the 
village remained behind locked doors. There is no record of 
any one of the ladies' being harmed or even addressed dis-
respectfully by a bandit. 



CHAPTER IV 
"COMMERCIAL GROWTH" 

Businesses of many kinds sprang up with the coming 
of the railroad to Sapulpa, and more stores were needed to 
serve the increasing number of residents. Ranches were es-
tablished, bringing in many more people. Mr. and Mrs. C. D. 
intone were among the first of the early settlers, coming in 
1886 to open a store in the new village. Many of their cus-
tomers were Indians who did not speak any language other 
than their native tongue and who traded by means of a series 
of grunts and points of the finger toward whatever attracted 
them. There was good reason for the display of all merchan-
dise in this store. 

The Creek bottoms had many walnut trees which 
would make excellent lumber. Along Polecat Creek, a log-
ging camp was established, from which point the logs were 
hauled to Sapulpa. Freight cars from Red Fork-were brought 
down tp carry them to market, as regular freight service 
had not been extended to Sapulpa. Soon other loggers came 
into the territory and many of the early citizens partici-
pated in the cutting of the timber for shipping to eastern 
markets, where the demand for hardwood outweighed the fa-
cilities for filling orders. 

In 1886, J. C. Wallace opened a store which cater-
ed to the needs of the loggers. His store occupied the first 
real building on the Sapulpa townsite—constructed by Arch 
Bruner. Wallace remained six months in this business, and 
then sold his store to H. C. Hall and Company. In the same 
year, the first drug store was opened by John Elswick, who 
set up business in one room of his home. The drug store 
rendered service whenever the need was sufficient and the 
owner could be located. It was often that he was about his 
other business, since the si2e of the village was not suf-
ficient to support a druggist unless he had another occupa-
tion. Dr. Bowman, a practicing physician, sometimes aided 
him in conducting the drug store, when he was not ;toiä.,busy 
operating the Goumaz Hotel for the benefit of the traveling 
population. 

W. A. "Dad" Smith came to Sapulpa in 1889, to en-
gage in the transfer business; at the same time he served 
as station agent for the stage line to., Vinita. But these 
two jobs did not provide sufficient occupation for this ver-
satile gentleman, so he erected the first skyscraper, a 
two story building, and. the first livery barn. The need for 
horses was increasing as the town grew. Business men during 



the week desired a means of conveyance,, and the social aspi-
rations of young men on Sundays truly stimulated the livery 
business. 

In 1891 a second hotel, the Frisco, was establish-
ed by Mr. and Mrs. Gilstrap. As business was brisk. Eliza-
.beth Bonnet was brought to Sapulpa to work in the hotel at 
three dollars a week. She met the man for whom the town 
was named, J. M. Sapulpa, and married him in 1893. They 
established, themselves in a log cabin on what is now South 
Hickory Street. The Sapulpans, who owned much of the town-
site, held as one of their greatest assets an excellent well 
from which they drew clear, cold, sparkling water. To this 
well came the people of the country, including the outlaws, 
to ask of the young wife a gourd of this excellent water. 

J. C. Menifee-, in 1894, opened a general merchan-
dise store, with P. B. France and the postmaster, John F. 
Egan as partners. Three stores were in operation in 1898: 
the Hall Mercantile Company, the Menifee store, and the C. 
tir. Wills store. Fortunately, these stores were not entirely 
dependent upon the trade of the three hundred residents of 
Sapulpa. 

In 1904, Sapulpa was a live trading village of 
about 1500 population. The business part of the town was 
composed of & few frame and shoot iron shacks and extended 
over two blocks on North Main Street. From a little three-
room Frisco depot, one could walk across the street to the 
Bovaird Supply Company, and south to Steve Terry's black-
smith shop. Opposite the blacksmith shop was Van Orman and 
Shearer's Grocery. The Butt building was where the Lawrence 
Cigar Store now stands. This building and the Land Hotel 
building, occupied and run by Mr. and Mrs. R. J. Virden, 
which stood near the present Fair Store, were the two most 
imposiiig brick and stone buildings. With the exception of 
a substantial;.,building occupied by the Joe Denton Grocery 
in the first block, the few buildings on Dewey were shacks. 
€o?n, grass, and weeds covered many of the lots. The court-
house was on the top of the hill on West Dewey. 



CHAPTER V 
"THE WHITE SETTLERS BUY LAND" 

Before 1898 the merchants had not been able to own 
the lots upon which their business buildings or homes were 
built. Permission to erect a building usually could be ob-
tained, but the length of time a structure might stand was 
often indefinite. As the owner might be required to find 
another location at any time, buildings were constructed so 
as to be moved with the greatest possible ease. 

The purchase of lots in the towns of the Creek Na-
tion was made possible by the Curtis act in 1898, although 
the purchases were very complicated. To buy a lot, intention 
had to be declared to the Union Agency, with proof that the 
buildings upon the lot were the property of the purchaser or 
that the owner of those buildings was willing to remove or 
sell them. This information was then referred to the Creek 
(Council and the Land Office of the Indian Department in -Wash-
ington. If the.purchase met the approval of these officials, 
the buyer was required to pay at least a portion of the as-
sessed value of the lot. Any unpaid balance was carried by: a 
mortgage on the property until the debt was paid in full. 

The deed to every lot bore the signatures of P. 
Porter, Chief of the Creeks, and some member of the Dawes . 
Commission. Copies of these deeds still are on file in the 
Creek county court house, although the originals are in 
Muskogee. Not until these deeds wore secured from the Creek 
Nation was the land taxable by the city, although the Curtis 
Act had authorized building and other improvements on the 
lots. Lots for schools, cemeteries, and city buildings were 
given without cost to the city. 

t 

As there was no mention of the segregation of races 
within the towns established under the Curtis Act, the city 
fathers faced a real problem. As many of the settlers were 
southern people, there was great opposition to permitting the 
negroes, necessary to the business men for menial services, 
to live among them. Dr. McAlister and other leading citizens 
donated a sum of money for the purchase of lots to be set 
aside for the occupancy of colored citizens. These lots 
formed the beginnings of that division of the city which seg-
regates the colored people of Sapulpa t o d a y . / 



CHAPTER VI 
"INCORPORATION AND EARLY GOVERNMENT" 

Sapulpa was incorporated under the Curtis Aqt In 
1898, an event long to be remembered by the early citizens; 
The town was rapidly organized after the passage of the law 
which authorized the ownership of land and the legal elect-
ion of town officers. The first election held in April 
placed these men in .office: R. M. Powell, mayor; J. f. Egan, 
recorder; and Frank Clark, Robert Ironsides, Frank Fuller, 
A, E. McKellop, and B. L. Baldwin, aldermen.. These men were 
very conscientious in their desires and efforts to improve 
-the' city. They passed the first fifteen ordinances which, 
with, few exceptions, form the basis of the present city 
government. As there was no city hall, the first meeting cf 
the council was held in the office of Ira*A. Dodds. 

An ordinance was passed May 16, 1898, providing 
that "any person who shall wear or carry in any manner what-
soever, as a weapon, any dirk or bowie-knife, or a sword or 
a spear in a case, brass or metal knuckles, razor, or any 
pistol of any kind whatsoever, except such pistols as are 
Used in the army or navy of the United States,shall be guilty (of a misdemeanor." 
' Another provision of the same ordinance forbade 
any person to ride or drive through the streets or public 
thoroughfares within the town of Supulpa faster than eight 
'miles an hour. Still another section of this ordinance for-
bids anyone "to ride or drive on any of. the sidewalks or 
gutters of the town" or "to leave standing any horse or other 
animals attached to any carriage, wagon, cart or other vehi-
cle on the streets or alleys of the town without a competent 
person to take charge of the same." 

One of the first ordinances of the town of Sapulpa, 
dated May 21, 1898, specified a license fee to be paid by 
each business or professional man. Every person w.as requir-
ed to have a license to conduct a business, and it was the 
duty of the council to prepare such rates as the traffic 
could bear. Auctioneers were required to pay twelve dollars 
•per annum. No person could cry his wares in the city streets, 
for the ordinance declares: 

"....each and every person who shall go upon any 
of the public streets, alleys, highways or public 
grounds of the town for the purpose of crying 
sales, or in any way advertising the sales of any 
article or anything by crying aloud or by ringing 
a bell or by making any unusual noise, shall pay 



a license of two dollars per day." 
y- , For each pool table, three dollars per quarter had 
to be paid to the city. A circus had to pay in advance 
^twenty-five dollars a performance, with an additional pay-
IŜ nt of ten dollars for each side show and twenty-five dol-
lors for each parade along the city,.streets. . Affairs for. 
the purpose of raising money for benevolent purposes were 
not free from taxation, as one dollar was charged for each 
•performance. Small road shows were taxed $1.50 and a blank-
et assessment of one dollar a performance was levied upon 
.all minor forms of entertainment., 

From amusement the city fathers turned to the 
transient professional men and made this statement: 

"For each and every traveling physician, sur-
geon or dentis't who practices or attempts to 
practice his profession in the town of Sapulpa, 
the sum of five" dollars ($5.00) per week shall 
be paid in advance." 

A city ordinance providing a ten-mill levy for the 
establishment and maintenance of schools-in the incorporated 
town of Sapulpa, was passed September 18, 1899. The first 
School budget was for $1000. The items were: teachers, 
IVSO^OO; rental fund, $150.00; and general expense, $100. 

In 1900 the council passed an ordinance requiring 
property owners to build sidewalks on Main Street from the 
tracks to Lee Avenue. The ordinance prescribed that the 
Sidewalks be constructed of brick, stone or lumber. The 
street then was a graded dirt road. 

In 1901 the town of Sapulpa assessed o&cupation 
/taxes on 58 businesses and professions, with fees ranging 
from five-dollars a year to twenty-five a month,the maximum 
being imposed under the latter classification upon so-called 
"liquor joints." 

At a business session of the city commission in 
September, 1901, the city fathers of Sapulpa spent sprae 
hours deciding how to improve Sapulpa*s "atmosphere," in its 
•relations of olfactory perception. The result was the pass-
ing of an ordinance forbidding residents to keep hogs pen-
ned up within the city limits. The ordinance later was de-
clared unconstitutional, according to a notation made after-
wards on the margin of the pages. 

On September 16, 1901, the town council passed an 
ordinance "for collection of a city tax, amounting to one per 



t of the assessed valuation of property' taxed. The taxes 
e to be divided equally between the schools ^nd the city 
Merriment* 

The council decreed on November 7/ 1901, thv.t all 
« .citizens between the ages of 18 and 45 years should 
a tax, work on the ro;.<ds, 'pay a fine, or go to jail. 

Sapulpa adopted the criminal laws of the state of 
kaitgas, November 7, 1901, according to Ordinance Number 21, 
'*S&d on that date. , H. C. Miller was mayor at that time-

Before statehood and the establishment of regular 
ate and county courts, Sapulpa was one. of the federal 
urt towns of the western district. Cases in this district 

'öuld be filed in Tulsa and Bristow,,&s well as Sapulpa. 
U3?ing the terms of the first two judges of the district, 
4ge Sam P. Jennings and Judge C. L. Leeds, there were more 
aaes filed in Sapulpa than in both Tulsa and Bristow. 

The seal of the United States Court was brought to 
Sapulpa from Muskogee in September, 1902, by 0. M. Irelan, 
'j&o served as clerk of the first court, in what is now Creek 
bounty, until Oklahoma became a state in November, 1907. 

ere were no other courts here until after statehood, and 
United States court carried on much the same work that JJNs carried on by the district and county courts today. The 
st three cases' on file in the criminal records of . the 

;«töürts here were liquor cases» The first was filed February 
18, 1904, with the United States as plaintiff in the case. 

The district court of Creek County was created in 
1007. as a part of the ninth judicial district. On the 
first day of court, five jurors were fined twenty-five dol-
lars each for contempt. The first criminal court opened 
February 20, 1908, with L. B.. Jackson as county attorney, 
mr.y Clay King as sheriff, and J- B., Summers as court clerk. 

JS&enty-four lawyers were listed as members of the Creek 
bounty bar when the district court was created. 
? *>: . 

Sapulpa was divided into four wards by the passage 
o£ an ordinance on February 17, 1908., Amos A very was mayor 
Und J. A. Fulp, recorder. iH 



CHAPTER VII 
"SAPULPA * S FIRE DEPARTMENT" 

During the early nineties, Sapulpa was protected 
from fire by the bucket brigade, an organization of young 
men whose duty it was to grab buckets and rush to the fire 
as soon as the alarm was whistled. The lack of a water 
system forced these volunteers to obtain water from pond, 
horse-trough or well, but an important source of, supply was 
the little brook that flowed south of what is now Lee street, 
between Park and Elm. The general contour of this ground 
shows very clearly the course of this brook. It emptied into 
Rock Creek just above the Park Street bridge. 

With the march of time, Sapulpa outgrew the bucket 
brigade and a volunteer fire department was organized by 
Frank Gilbert in 1898. Wood Fuller, who is still with the 
department, was one of fifteen "helpers." He also holds the 
distinction of being the first strcetcar motorman in Sapulpa. 
These men held other jobs, but were obligated to answer every 
alarm of fire. 

In 190S, the city installed its first water works 
at an expense of §25,000. The pump station was on Rock Creek 
at the end of Hickory Street, where the concrete bases of the 
pumps and parts of the old dam can still be seen. The mer-
chants bought the fire-fighting equipment, consisting mostly 
of hose carts, and provided a sheet-iron shed on the present 
site of Katz's Department Store. The firemen were paid one 
dollar per fire by the merchants. The "alarm man" was- En-
gineer Antone of the Frisco switch engine, u s u a l l y stationed 
on the arm of the "Y" near what is now Water street at the 
tracks. When a fire was reported, the engineer spread the 
alarm by the sounding of the whistle. In 1908, cast-iron 
pipe was laid, making two and one-half miles of water lines. 

It was in 1907 that the first salaried firemen were 
employed, with E. R. Stagg as chief. This c o m p a n y used the 
same two horses, Joe, a bay, and Eagle, a grey, until 1917. 
The old fire station still stands in the 100 block on West 
Dewey. It was the F. 0. "Red" Herford livery barn, now a 
blacksmith shop. 

The banner year for the fire department was 1909, 
when the first engine was purchased. It was the second 
power-driven fire truck ever sold, and Chess Osborne, who 
later became chief, was the first driver. In that same year 
the alarm system was installed with 15 boxes, doubled in 
1980, and more recently increased to 56. In its entirety, 
this system has cost approximately $40,000. 



In 1901 the city hall was completed and- the fire 
company moved in. At that* time the city was under contract 
to furnish water to the Frisco rt.ilroad. That arrangement 
provided a good source of revenue, but it was not suitable 
to the firemen, as they often were forced to wait until Jim 
McGuire, a water commissioner, could switch the water from 
the train lines to the fire plugs. When the Washington 
school burned in 1911, the firemen had their hose laid, but 
could only stand and watch "the flaming building until the 
water was turned on, too late. 

In the following year, Chief Stagg retired, and 
Chief Sam gmalley, formerly of Muskogee, took his place. 

Sapulpa had grown so much that a second fire house 
was needed, and in 1916 a bond issue for $15,000 for the 
building and $10,000 for equipment. A new engine'and other 
equipment were purchased, which automatically eliminated the 
horse-drawn engines. Chess Osborne, assistant chief, and 
W. A. "Bill" Tankersly, fireman and contractor, drew the 
plans and constructed the building. The building bears the 
simple inscription: 

FIRE STATION NUMBER TWO 
DEDICATED TO 
E. R. STAGG 

1917 

In the same year Osborne became chief, and served until 
June, 1919, when Chief W. M. Collier, the present head took 
charge. In 1925, the first engine was discarded and the one 
used now was purchased. 

The department operates on a budget of 122,000 an-
nually. After of twenty years of service, each fireman is 
retired on half-pay by means of a fund derived from ttro per. 
cent,of all the insurance paid into the city treasury. In 
case of a fireman»s complete disability from injuries rece-
ived while on duty, the same pension becomes effective. 

Three records are kept on every fire: one for the 
state, one for the city, and one for the chief. These re-
ports show the amount of property endangered, the loss, and 
the amount saved. 

Sapulpa * s reaction to the modern demand for train-
ed personnel for public service was shown in 1934, when an 
amendment was added to the city charter placing the depart-
ment on a civil service basis. 



The state requires three years of fire-fighting 
ttuction in a local station or at the Oklahoma Agricul-
X and Mechanical College before a man can become a 
fcer of a force. 



CHAPTER VIII 
"OIL BRINGS A BOOM" 

The Creek territory occupies an area of about 063 
square miles in the north east quarter of the state. It 
lies in the sandstone hills portion of that part of Okla^ 
höma whose watershed includes the mouth of the Cimmarron 
River, a portion of the Arkansas River, and tributaries of 
the Arkansas system and the upper bodies of Deep Fork and 
Little Deep Fork of the Canadian system. The area is rough 
<and hilly, with surface elevations ranging from 600 to 950 
feet, 

Although oil had been found at Chelsea in 1889, 
at both Muskogee and Bartlesville in 1897, and at Red Fork 
in 1901, thö territory was not recognized as a great reserve 
until the opening of the Glennpool field in November, 1905. 
'The news was broadcast then to the country that another ma-
jor oil district had been discovered. 

Considering the difficulties encounteres in the 
way of. securing leases, developing-'the .tracts and marketing 
the oil, oil men consider the Glennpool field as the most 
•striking of any in Oklahoma's history. The Glennpool field, 
seven mij.es southeast of Sapulpa, was prospected and opened 
by Robert (Jalbreath, a native of Ohio, who made the first 
.run in 1889 and settled Oklahoma City. After engaging in 
the real estate business there, he was attracted to Tulsa 
and Red Fork by the oil discovery of a small well by Bland, 
Clinton, Heydrick and Wick on June 25, 1901. He relates the 
incident as follows: 

"I landed at Red Fork, eight miles northeast of 
Sapulpa, on June 28, 1901, a few days after the well on the 
Bland allotment was drilled in.' It gave me a wonderful 
enthusiasm to tackle this business myself, and I had vision 
of making a lot of money. I had managed to make a little 
money out of the real estate and land booms in central and 
western Oklahoma, so I was in a position 1to take a shot at 
the oil business and 

"At this time all land in the eastern part of 
Oklahoma was the Indian territory and belonged to the Five 
Civilized'tribes. All negotiation?for this landUiad to be 
handled through the Indians, and then taken to Washington 
where there were all sorts of delays and red tape. As a 
result, it;took much time to work out the plans for gaining 
acreage in the Indian Territory." 



Galbreath was interested in the Glennpool fields 
and joinedlforcea. with an old friend, Frank Chcsley, to lay 
&&wn the first well. In 1905 they drilled on Mrs. Ida Glenn*s 
farm east of the present town of Kiefer, located in the 
Southeast quarter of 10-17-12 E. They used cofl as fuel for 
the boilers and took turns at firing to keep up a good head. 
Of steam while drilling dry and night. Galbreath and Chesley 
had empl£jyed two of the best drillers in the Rod Fork field, 
Roy Dodd and Shorty Miller, and were ablo to make good time, 
with nothing out of the ordinary interfering with their pro-
gress. After drilling to a depth of 1,458 foot, they struck 
pay sand. The well made only 85 barrels at first and then 
125 barrels later when deepened, but it encouraged them quite 
a bit. The "second producing well, drilled in Mf.rch, 1906, 
making 700 barrels.' The third made about 2,000 barrels and 
would have doubled if proper production facilities had been 
available. However, i t e n o u g h to bring forth a 
nation-wide buoadcast that a great new oil field had been 
introduced. 

Galbreath and Chesley drilled 125 oil wells,only 
oxm of which was a dry hole. 

Millions of barrels of oil were lost on account 
of lack of storage and pipeline facilities. The Glennpool 
oil contained a high grade of crude gasoline, and evapora-
tion caused heavy losses in earth-surface storage tanks. 

Those who cou£d, would build underground tanks, 
although this method was very dangerous. Steel tanks later 
solved the problem. 

Kiefer, Mounds and the new town of Glennpool sprang 
into existence with the rush, after the fame of the new field 
had been spread. Sapulpa was the nearest large town, and 
many firms made headquarters here. Soon the hearty welcome 
and cooperation offered by the old Tulsa Commercial Club won 
most of the oil men to Tulsa; however, some of those concerns 
ate still making their Mid-Continent home in Sapulpa. 

The oil boom probably fostered Sapulpa*s greatest 
period of growth as hundreds of families moved into this 
vicinity to reap the vast harvests of "liquid gold" from the 
earth's bosom. New homes were built, business enterprizes 
expanded ana increased in numbey, and traffic was swelled 
enormously, The increased wealth-enabled generous support 
of ' tftV development of public interest, such as schools, 
churches, streets, parks, and government. 

The producing sector that is loeated nearest 
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f' 
kpulpa is the Tibbens lease, three.miles east. That and 
Pighboring sectors still are active in production of oil. 
JÜraerous pump stations and gasoline plants adjoin the wells 
jo c->mrrjse an extensive industrial activity that is in 
Steady operation, although the 'hubub of boom days has sub-
sided 
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"SAPULPA HITS HER STRIDE" 
The firs - bank opened in Sapulpa in 1899 toy H. C. 

/vpd w• o« Burning, under the name "First National Bank", 
an'c tuiLding was a very small sheet-iron affair, never-
S5 nr,e to be oointed out with pride to all visitors. In 
l-'V -c the bank, a newspaper had been established in 
bearing the name "The Light," under the editorship of 
Piatt, did much to lend importance to the town. Piatt 
sold his interests to 0. M. Irclan. 

n->ius at the turn of the--century, Sarmlpa possessed 
rg^voral stores, two hotels, a bank., a post office, a news-' 
tjanê  and about three hundred citizens. In reality, Sapulpa 
.was booming in 1901,"a real frontier town. Its people had 
visions of a real city. The "Sapulpa Democrat," successor 
'to "The Light", reported that a new organization had been 
established, called the "Sapulpa Commercial Club." Officera 
were Fred Pfendor, president? Harry Campbell, vice-president; 
W. H. Jamieson, secretary; and W. J..Mills, treasurer. The 
purpose of the organization, according to the October 18 
issue of the paper, was "to bring Sapulpa to the front." The 
' organization set about its task and worked to secure the-* 
establishment of new business firms and to make Sapulpa a 
real city. The following year many families came to Sapulpa 
from all parts of the United States, to create new business-
houses or supplement the man-power of those already estab-
lished. 

Among these new citizens was W. R. Mathis, who 
arrived in 1902 to run the water-works plant on Rock Creek. 

Mrs. Mathis, his wife, described the town, "There 
was one brick building in the town on the west side of the 
Main street, which is at present occupied by the Lawrence 
Cigar Store. The Kali Mercantile Store stpod where the First 
national Bank building now stands. Its most outstanding 
feature from the standpoint of architecture, was the high 
porch, seven or eight feet above the ground, under which 
collected the stray cattle, horses, dogs, and pigs during 
the heat of the day. Of especial interest to the children 
was the Burnett Bank on the westrside of Main Street, where 
the men passed in and out all day. On the streets were the 
Indians and white men and women of all types. In spite oi 
the newness and roughness of the town, no one who minded his 
own business was molested." 

Main Street was ä topic widely discussed. The 
'town had been laid out without the aid of surveyors, and 



these men did arrive, they lacked the proper starting 
ts or had their instructipns altered. As a result, they 

urned frecuently and each time they changed the position 
lair. Strv.st. All of the stores would then have to be 
ed*• but no sooner would they be settled In t'mir location 

ißh a&ain would coze the surveyors with their eviuipment and 
iter tt.e .-ĵ ree4; a gain, The buildings wer? not difficult to 
%e, but this w->iiptint readjustment of the £tr?ets did up-
Uir.Ui.-isr-; Tot a f-»w days. The town, pump was the only 

•jbstionary r.anina'k during the "resets c-ment sproe." 
ICE PLANT 

3".pulpa realized its need for an Ire plant, as the 
'.ly let- obtainable was shipped in by train, mu3'i being mel-
f?c. in *.ra»isi<?r. 

In August, 1901, a public meeting was held to pro-
te tno erection of an ice plant. As "Vbis- plan failed to 
.terializs, another oom&ittee met in October and completed 
angementc for a plant with a capital stock of $25,000. 
plant received the name, "Barnett-Miller Ice and Gold 
age Company." 

J. B. Pom erected an ice house on Rock Creek, in 
ary, 1905, and filled it with 300 tons of ice cut from 
creek. The ice was 8 inches thick and, as his ad stated, 

.6 and clear." 
It was not until 1908 that Sapulpa could boast of 

Ice plant capable of meeting the needs of Sapulpa citizens 
pas built by J. D. Childs, who sold it in 1916 to the 
thern Ice and Utilities Company. The capacity today is 
times that of 1908. 

TELEPHONE SERVICE 
Sapulpa tr, first telephone exchange was opened in 

with offices on the second floor of the building now 
»led by the Empress theater. The exchange was owned by 
Indian Territory Telephone Company, owners of exchanges 

finita, Tulsa, Pryor Creek and Chelsea. The Sapulpa Demo-
u n t ©n October 4, 1901, reported: "Tuesday, 25 telephones 

»•'placed in business houses and residences. There is a 
^onboard of 100 phones." 

In 1904 the Pioneer Telephone Company purchased the 
$& exchange, with 140 listed telephones, and the offices 
soved to the building at the northwest corner of Main 
Dewey. Dudley Ellis, who served as manager of the Indian 
itory Company until its purchase by the Pioneer Company, 

now a realtor in Oklahoma City. The Southwestern Bell 
lephone Company succeeded the Pioneer Company in 1917. 



CHAPTER X 
EARLY SOCIAL LIFE 

In spite of the newness of the town and the devo-
''on to business enterprise, during this era, everyone found 
s position in the community and all worked to make the town 
their choice a reel city. Churches were established and 

'poorted by the people. Before telephones -were installed 
, 1901, the "grapevine" conveyed the most interesting facts 
pm one household to another. The best means of communica-
on was over the beck fence and this means was used exten-
vely—even today it is not extinct. 

The most popular outing was a drive to Hounds on 
fetir Sunday. The entire family end huge baskets of lunch 
ere pecked into the surrey or wr.gon or livery rig. The drive 
.«Quired the whole day. At other times the small children 
ire left with neighbors, and the adults, attired in their 
•gt bib end tuckcr, drove to Tulsa to attend the opera, 
cse excursions were of sufficient importance to merit a 
OfflOent in the town psper. Picnics wctv held often in the 
fcvorite locations—Moccasin Tracks or the Euchee Mission. 

Always the old story of the tracks in the stone 
re told around the campfire after the food had been oaten, 
c.tales of the tracks embedded in the stone were varied, 
t the one told most often is the story of a beautiful young 
dian woman and her child who were thrown or had jumped to 
ath from the height of the bluff. Facts as to who really 
de the tracks or when they were made have not been trace-
>1 e, although the legends are told in a spirit of sincere 
;lief. 

Sapulpa soon acquired an opera house, a large three-
tory brick building with the first floor used as a court 
tse. This building became the community social center, 
ere meetings of importance to the history of the territory 

rere held. Here the people gathered for the community Christ-
es tree, school functions, oublic meetings, celebrations, 
idventertainments. Prob&bly its largest event in 1901 was 

celebration of the Fourth of July for three days. The 
-town paper reported the affair well managed and assured the 
fown that everyone was satisfied. It reported that a large 
6nd enthusiastic crowd arrived "in buggies, carriages, go-
Varts, on horse-back, and every other way known to man." The 
fown was quite filled with people who "enjoyed toy balloons, 
ff.rc crackers end torpedoes, lemonade (both red and white), 
tec cream, pop corn..." 

Clubs for other men and women were established in 



tual 

town, with all types of amusements to be provided. The 
Club was the first music club and was filled with in-

ifrest" for both men and women who gathered to sing and appre-
6 good music. To the Hunter's Club most of the prominent 
belonged. Hunting was good in the immediate vicinity of 
town and the men provided much variety for their tables. 

The Mother1s Club was organized by the youthful 
of the town, who felt that in unity of effort and 
service, they could provide a better environment for 

ir children. It was they who started the first kindergar-
n* From the organisation called the Teacher!s Help Asso-
liion grew the local P. T. A. of today. This organization 
i always labored to aid the youth of the community. Many 
er smaller clubs were organized for the entertainment of 
people. 

One of the most interesting and most important of 
clubs was the Library Club whose service met a real need 
the community. There were few books in early Sapulpa, as 
efe would be in any new community. This group managed to 
eure the mucleus for the present library and to start a 
brary of which any town coüld be proud. 

Nor was the town without a secret organization, for 
"Noble Knights" were organized in October 1901. Advance 

fcice of each meeting was announced in the paper but the 
, time, and business were deep secrets. Of them the 

per stated, "Its main object, from actions of the joiner 
this office, is for every knight to be out every night." 
litical clubs also were formed. The Roosevelt Rough Riders 
a club, frhose meetings were reported in the paper. One 
x explained, "The Roosevelt Rough Rider Meeting last week 
said to have been a cracker jack from beginning to end." 
is club had not at first been political, but with the nom-

of Theodore Roosevelt for vice-president, it did be-
so. 

The Sapulpa Band, organized during the nineties, 
$ disbanded, but reorganized immediately after the. incor-
ition of the town. In 1902 the Sapulpa Democrat reported: 
ipa Merchants" Band was compelled to give up the ghost 

g week. Several members have moved away or were too busy 
practice, therefore the boys called it 'quits." But in 
same issue of the paper it was announced that a quartette 
been organized. The idea of a town without a band was 
satisfactory to the people, so after importing their 
s for two years, another band was organized. On June 16, 
> the paper announced, "The Sapulpa band was organized 

t Thursday night with Mr. Shuck as instructor. About ten 
bers were enrolled at this meeting and they have assuran-



that other musicians will join .them in a short time. Of-
cers are H. C. Miller, president; Charley Pickett, secre-

l A. P. Crawford, treasurer." This band continued to 
0 the town for a number of years according to the various 

ports of the town paper. 
Whist became an important part of the social life 

, the town, and ping-pong was popular among the younger set. 
various whist clubs gave interesting parties, at which 
r games other than whist were often played. In recent 
S, these clubs have given way to bridge, but during the 
ly era the whist players were quite as adamant on their 
as the bridge fans of today. 

« 
Many brilliant social functions were given during 

•early days of Sapulpa, including formal dinner parties 
tailing the fashionable affairs in the East. Beautiful 
*es began to be established as appropriate living and en-
ttaining quarters of Sapulpa's elite. 



CHAPTER XI 
"SAPULPA'S EDUCATIONAL GROWTH" 

The education of their children became a problem 
t• primary importance to the early families of Srpulpa. The 
irst school was tne Eufaula Church school, conducted in a 
ftall Indian cliurcn north of the town. The five white child-
0B who attended were Linn and Ketb Ccck, Gertrude Whiteman, 
d Betty and IIewe.1.1 Menifee. These white eh.lldxcn carried 

and fruio to school to exchange with tho Indian child-
for a hot dimer. The school hours were indefinite, as 

hpol did not end for the day until the Indian women who 
Oüked the meal in the open air near the church announced 

ter. The books used were those which had found their way 
to the luggage of the incoming set biers, who donated will-
fly,, whether or not they had children in school. 

The first school opened in Sapulpa in the fall of 
804, and met in the office of the livery barn owned and op-
fated by W. A. "Dad" Smith. The meetings of the classes 
fire often interrupted by a stranger's coming to rent a rig. 
e school was!financed by subscription, each child paying 
e dollar a month or five cents per doy. The men met in 
Cjnifee's store, and selected as teacher Cassis Meddcrs, who 
ecording to Mrs. Darner, the former Betty Menifee, "was em-

more for her own good than that of the children, for 
herself, had completed only the fourth reader. But she 

i a nice girl and did her best to teach the pupils". Miss 
ciders' remained until Christmas and her place was taken by 
ina Bussett. 

Miss Bussett took the school into her own home, 
ich she had built of materials of packing boxes obtained 
00 the merchants. Although the house was a bit unusual as 
appearances and lacked furniture, she was an earnest tea-
er and worked diligently to train the pupils in the three 

Each pupil, in addition to the fee of one dollar a 
U W u had to provide his own desk, chair, and books. The f" ooi was less frequently interrupted than formerly and en-ed ä more wholesome environment than the one in the livery 
arn. 

The next year, 1895, the school was given a grant 
land by the government and a school house was built where 
e court house now stands. The money for the building was 
llected by popular subscription. When the building, a one 
om affair, was completed, Colonel Dodd, a Civil War veteran, 
s selected as the teacher. Sally Boone was elected to teach 
e school in 1897, but remained only one year,' leaving to 
ontinue her education. Later she became one of the most 



.akv'S,1 

lî ent educators in the state of Missouri. 
As the town had grown much by 1898, the one room 

.jol was too small and for the first time, more than one 
icher found employment in the schools of Sapulpa. Mae and 
11a Hughes, and Viola Wallace opened a school in a busi-

es building, teaching the first eight grades. This build-
was used until the completion of Dewey College. In the 
tog of 1899, the Dewey College was completed on the ground 
occupied by the old cemetery, with G. C. Hughes, and Mr. 
Mrs. E. B. Hughes as teachers. These teachers remained 
one year and in the fall of 1899 the faculty was com-

aed of Pearl Morrow, Bird Lindsey, and Mr. Stricklin. 
The location was unsatisfactory and the building 

moved to the center of the town. Miss Morrow and Mr. 
tricklin were retained and Miss Sarah Flynn and Miss Elea-
or Skain were added to the teaching staff. 

In 1901 the first public school was built by Henry 
.Id, an Indian who was greatly interested in education, 
iis two-story frame building was moved to the site of the 
trst school or the site of the present court house. Washi-
ngton, the first school built by the city, was quite an 
difice at the time with the first two floors devoted to 
he grade school and the upper floor assigned to the high 
Choöl. In 1903, a corner stone was laid with great cere-

and docutnents and records of interest to the histor-
an'were deposited within this stone. Hundreds of visitors 
t̂ended the event. 

The erection of this and other schools was a part 
f the platform of the Democratic Party of Sapulpa which 
Glared in the Sapulpa Democrat: "The Democratic Party 
ds pledged to the erection of School houses. They must 
büilt and the children of Sapulpa given every facility 

9 acquire an education." 
The summer term of the public school began Monday, 

March 31, 1902 under the personal direction of Misses Elea-
ior Skain and Sarah Flynn, for any child over five years of 
age, upon payment of one dollar a month. 

During the erection of the Washington School build-
ing the grade classes met in three store buildings. As each 
had a large front window facing Main Street, the classes 
were often interrupted by rowdy boys who stood on the out-
side and perforued antics to amuse those within. These store 
buildings, all school books and records, and new SQhDolv.': 

I: 



jftlönt in the buildings, were destroyed by fire. Classes 
were opened in churches and homes. Mrs. W. P. Longmire, 

11 a Sapulpa resident, taught classes in the Methodist 
jh at Main and Thompson until her Washington School quar-

s were available. 
Mrs. Longmire has many interesting stories to tell 

these early days of teaching when there were no atten-
e laws and transient parents had little respect for edu-
lon or were too busy to keep their children in school. 
Idren from these families attended irregularly and had 

taught manners, respect for property rights, and the 
cious use of soap and water, often without parental sup-

But she declared that the majority of parents were 
ous to provide all possible advantages for their child-

The first high school work was offered in 1903, 
th the addition of the ninth grade to the curriculum, of-
fing another year to children who were too young to be sent 
,y from home. A grade a year was added until a four-year 

school was established in 1906. As high schools in 
tan Territory were not accredited, graduates entering col-
go had to pass entrance examinations. 

The high school suffered a set-back with the burn-
g of the top floor of the Washington School soon after its 
struction. The classes were moved into the lower floors 
d the third floor was never rebuilt. The first graduat-
g class consisted of four members whose graduation exer-
ses were held in the Opera House in 1907. Jennie Myrtle 
iqugal, now Mrs. Hugh McKay, was the first valedictorian. 

The high school faculty was composed of Florence 
'dell, mathematics; Joel C. Miller, history; Creet Pick-

literature and English; and L. E. Brous, superinten-
t, firmly established the high school and unified the 
tire school system. 

Jefferson Grade School was erected in 1908, fol-
owing extensive oil development. With the exception of 
ashington School, it is the largest grade school in the 

The growth of the town's educational system brought 
feater demand upon higher qualifications of teachers. Mem-
rs of the instructional staff, for a while, were only 
igh school graduates, who soon were' required to attend sum-
r sessions at the normal schools. Later a degree was re-
uired for high school teachers, and now the school requires 



ees for all new teachers employed for the grade 
ols and master's degrees for the new high school tea-

No person can teach in the junior college without 
iter's degree. 

The schools were enlarged' as the town developed, 
.high school building on Dewey was completed in 1917 and 
aggition was made in 1920. Other ward buildings were 
"tructed when needed. The schools have been fortunate 
Retiring outstanding educators as superintendents. 

m 
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CHAPTER XII 

V' Shaping its destinies by the training of its youth, 
pa maintains an excellent system of public schools sthat 
among the best in the state. >V': 

$ The city school curriculum consists of the regu-
• courses of study set forth in the modern schools program, 
JLuding general academic subjects and special studies in 
music, domestic arts, industrial arts, ana commerce, 
curricular activities include athletics, glee clubs, 
orchestra, and publications. The stagecraft, music, ' 
*aiaatic departments, in cooperation with the auditorium 
/ provide both training and entertainment for the stu-
body. Social groups, such as the Hi-Y, Girl Reserves, 
Boy Scouts, are sponsored and encouraged•in the school 
'am. 

V Adequate modern equipment and a teaching staff of 
members provide and organization comparable to those of 
*r cities. In addition to the high school, seven ward 
tings.are located in various sections of the city for the 
enience of children in the lower grades. Booker T. Wash-
n School, a unit of the public school system, is main-
for colored pupils. Total enumeration for all schools 

SAPULPA JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Sapulpa Junior College is fully accredited with all 

srd universities and colleges throughout the United 
• Under provisions and standards set by the American 

ilation of Junior Colleges and the approved survey of the 
'States Department of the Interior, Sapulpa Junior of-

complete courses and full credit in the first two years 
'isaiversity and college work. 

The junior college is directed by a board of con-
consisting of administrative officers of the University 

'-Oklahoma, the Oklahoma A. and M. College, and the state 
taent of education, whose rigid regulations and inspec-
demand the highest standards. 

Operating on a smaller scale than large Institut'... 
8, the college is able to concentrate upon individual 
a of its students, thereby providing preparatory and re-
al measures in equipping the student for higher study. 

1 Students who attend the junior college save almost 
h in two years to defray the expenses of their final two 
s in,senior colleges. Gaining the benefit of home in-



iiie.es> the junior college student is soared the necessity 
^fecial and financial adjustments until he is older and 

capable of assuming the responsibilities of attendance 
a -college away from home» 

By attracting stodents of neighboring towns and 
l1 students whc otherwise would go away to college, 
ttlpa Junior College stimulates greatly the business act-
ty of the community, and elevates the intellectual, *'&oc-
$ and moral standards of local youth. 

Established in 193£, the junior college, has be-
an. important department in Sapulpa's educational system, 

t general direction of Superintendent E. 0. Shaw and 
jfcrj B. Kniseley, dean. Enrollment for the 1935-1936 term 

$9» and for the 1936-1937 term, it was increased to 94. 
A well-rounded program of extra-curricular act-

Jties has been provided for the varying interests of the 
lor college students. 

Sapulpa has developed her educational system from 
Knall subscription school conducted in a livery barn to 

üVaat organization including six ward schools, the high 
"ol, a junior college, and a 12-unit for negroes. For 
(achievement the town is indebted to those people who 
devoted their time to the great task of expansion and 
obtained for the Sapulpa citizens of tomorrow excellent 

tructional and building facilities. 
EUCHEE BOARDING SCHOOL 

Although schools had been established by the Creeks ol:their missionaries who had accompanied them to the Indian 
ttory, the buildings were destroyed during the Civil War 

entire educational system had to be rebuilt. The 
S, a small band of the Muskogees which had been conq-
and incorporated into the Creek tribe during the early 

"i century, had refused to adopt the Creek culture, 
Creek language, and send their children to the. 

"itlil&oals. However, the Creek Council passed an act, in 
{|Htablishing in Sapulpa school for the Euchees, and 

the children whose parents were willing to have them 
$]T'the Creeks and the missionaries. Sam Brown, 

, recruited fifty girls and fifty boys for the 
of the school in 1894. The Euchees generally were 

satisfied with the combined white and creek culture, and 
; achool could not be filled the second year. 

After two years J. M. Land, a Creek citizen and 
tor of several rural churches, became superintendent of 



he school, later resigning from the superintendency when he 
iscovered combined duties of both positions too difficult. 
la successor was W. A. Sapulpa, a well educated Creek, who 
erved until statehood, at which time the school was placed 
l*r the United States Civil Service. 

During the administrations of these two men, the 
Chool plant consisted of a chapel, two dormitories, a laun-
ry* emplpyees quarters, and a cottage for the superintend-
nt. The school reserve contained forty acres, one half in 
ulttva tion and the other in play grounds, a part of which 
.as reserved for future building sites. 

Regula: school work was carried on between nine 
ftd four and religious services or entertainments were held 
qdh night in the chapel. Industrial work was taught before 

after the academic work and on Monday mornings.. Monday 
fternoon was always a holiday. 

The Creek Nation provided an annual budget of 
,£00 for staff, maintenance, and food and clothing for 
ghty childre, including fifty Euchees and thirty Creeks. 

After control of the school was assumed by the 
Vernment in 1907, the employees were appointed by the 
vernment under the civil service plan. In was conducted 
S a bô rditlp school for both, boys and girls for several 
' r&rs and then turned into a school for the boys w .o were 
.thout adequate homes, having lost one or both parents. 

boys are educated in the Sapulpa City schools after com-
etion of the third grade and are given the advantage of 
City schools through the ninth grade. For this educat-
the United States Government pays tuition. Those who 

Site further training are sent to Haskell or Chilocce. 
Everything possible is done to provide the best ed-

fttional development of these children under the direction 
f the present superintendent, W. K. Kelley, who co-operated 
every way with the city schools. The boys attend the 
Ches and Sunday schools of their choice in the city of 

_raXpa. School authorities recognize the Indian youth as 
significant part of school life, and endeavor to prepare 
for his important constituency in the citizenship of 

fclahoma* 

/ i 
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CHAPTER XJII 
»THE RAILROAD IN SAPULPA" 

The railroad has indeed played an important part 
the progress of Sapulpa. In 1886, in order to increase 
— n t s of cattle, the Atlantic and Pacific Railroad, 
•cessor of the St. Louis-San Francisco Railway,- extended 
line from Red Fork, into Sapulpa. This road was con-
ted under the able direction of G. F. Huggins, chief 
er of the project. Thomas C. Adama was the first sta-
agent and telegraph operator to order cars for the 
, as the line was operated only during the stock moving 

Olk» 
w In the spring months, Texas cattle by the thou-
's were brought in to fatten on the millions of acres of 

land in this vicinity, and were shipped to m;.rkct \ 
August. At first, little was shipped over this line 
11 the opening of Oklahoma to settlement in 1889. Then 
-railroad became more and more important. Work was 

. on an extension of the line to Oklahoma City in the 
Of 1898, and the line opened for service on August 
from Sapulpa to Stroud, and on November 14, 1898, to 

fcoaa City. In January, 1900, the railroad began an ex-
1on south from Sapulpa toward Red River near Denison, 

Trains were run to Okmulgee on July 15, 1900, and to 
son on March 17, 1901. 

Land was purchased from the Creek Nation by the 
Co for the erection of a passenger depot and a Harvey 
ng Room, in prep&ration for a new fast train service to 
established. Plans were made for a modern structure of 
ick and slate containing every convenience for the travel-
public. Other improvements were a platform about 90 
t long and a new spur. 

The St. Louis and San Francisco Railroad Company, 
August, 1901, offered to pay $4,000 toward the cost of a 

,000 Y. M. C. A. building of the citizens would pay $2,000. 
building, constructed in Sapulpa in 1905, included a 
ting room, lecture hall, sleeping rooms, and a gymnasium, 
membership fee was placed at five dollars a year and mem-
I enjoyed the recreational facilities of the club until it 

£ Closed in 1929. 
There were facilities for about sixty men in this 

Idlng, which proved so popular that at no time was it 
rge enough to accommodate everyone. The first local offic-
S of tho-Y^M. C. A. were W. L. Miller, president; R. S. 
Won, vice-president; A. P. Crawford, treasurer; Ira C. 



, recording secretary. These officers, with R. C. 
Ird, J. W. Clark, H. F. Delozier and 0. M. Irelan served 
the board of directors. 

. if" 

vr ...Pfoftching' surviccs- f>r railroad m,:n who were un-
to attehd the regular church services proved so sue-

that regular Sunday night meetings were held. The 
«president of the Y. M. C. A. stated that the building 
paid great dividends in better men and better living 
Itions. During the war when supplies were given the 
t of way, the Y. M. C. A. could not take care of all the 
icants for rooms and finally found it necessary to re-
al! except local working men. 

A "Harvey Eating House" in Sapulpa, at that time 
most important rendezvous for dinging in the city, 

,ng the railroad men and the general public for many 

In 1929, in order to economize in operation, the 
goo lines moved the shops to West Tulsa. The Y. M. C. A. 

i its charter and officials made an unsuccessful at-
to get a Y. M. C. A. near the shops. In 1934 the 

M. C. A, building was torn down, as it was of no 
wruse to the railroad men here. 

The railroad still plays an important pert in the 
Of Sapulpa although the shops have been withdrawn from 
city. Excellent passenger service is maintained, much 
ight is brought in over the road, and many of the workers 
e Jobs havfc been moved to Tulsa still live here. 



•-t Collins plant. The cutting department is equipped 
\ines to serve the purpose, although much of the 
tsdone by manual procedures, each worker being an 
in his particular type of work. 

The trade area of Bartlett-Collins includes all 
'..felted States, Cuba, Central America, Philippine 
-' Hawaiian Islands, and China. The firm sells to 
J t ' Ä t o S t Stores; jobbers, and syndicates in America 
Si as to many independent concerns. 

The company has agents in New York, Philadelphia, 
Wire, Buffalo, Chicago, Nashville, Minneapolis, San 
-IKS! Los Angeles, PorUand, and El Paso, who conduct 
activities in their respective zones. Territory ad-
t to.Oklahoma is serviced by salesmen out of the main 
i In Sapulpa. Foreign orders come through outlying 
in the United States. 

TTvh-iblts of the Bartlett-Collins plant have been 
I m o r e S i v e at g L s s shows throughout the United States 
^nt y e a r s , which fact accounts for its wide popularity 
She quantity buyers who attend the displays. 

The factory is equipped with its own power plant 
»the purpose of mkking its own electricity and compressed 
fi find maintains its own machine shop. 

The Bartlett-Collins Glass Company was established 
fcmilna in 1815, by H. U. Bartlett. Reasons for the lo-
^ h e r e , according to D . C . H a m i l t o n , vice-president and 
Elmanager, were the abundance of natural gas; the prox-
of raw materials (particularly sand, which is used in 
est quantities); g e o g r a p h i c a l location, whic^quickenes 
ce to western half of the continent; and shipping 
ities. 

Present Officers of the company are; E. 1Jl. Bartlett, 
««fr̂ nt* D. C. Hamilton, vice-president; J. w. ooiims, 
etlryi aAdE.E. Bartlett, treasurer and general manager. 

LIBERTY GLASS COMPANY 
Liberty Quality milk bottles manufactured in 

pulpa, are distributed over a wide trade territory which 
vers principally the southern and western half of the 
"ted States. 

In this day of diversified activities and by-
©ducts, the Liberty Glass Company c l i n g s to its standards 
craftsmanship in the manufacture of a single product. 

?*, \ 



ess in its plants is concerned with the manufacture 
•qttality milk bottles. Standards of excellence are 
Hied by a combination of highly perfected automatic 
ry änd a personnel of trained, skilled glass crafts-

'Quality is controlled throughout the manufacturing 
- by a series of rigid tests and inspections, with the 

tfthet the Liberty bottle reaches the field as one of 
jejf best milk bottles manufactured. 
$t Distributors of the Liberty milk bottle are located 

principal cities and towns throughout the South and 
t&west. 

The officers of the Liberty Glass Company are as 
• » 

George F. Collins, president; R. J. Craddock, 
dent; H. A. Aldridge, secretary. The general of-

are located at Sapulpa, Okla., and sales offices are 
iained"at Kansas City, Dallas, and Memphis. The Southern 

nt Memphis from which the states of Tennessee,Georgia, 
Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana and Arkansas are 

€d is in charge of Russell L. Davidson, as district 

THE TALE OF A MINNOW 
An interesting hobby, started in 1932, has brought 

acclaim of the sporting world to Dr. Harry R. Haas, eye, 
' nose, and throat specialist, of Sapulpa. 

An enthusiastic angler, Dr. Haas began five years 
make his own artificial minnows. Experimentation led 

e creation of an artificial bait that has the appearance 
action of a live minnow. So successful was the result, 
friends prevailed upon Dr. Haas to make minnows for 

f and the news spread. 
In 1934, employees of Dr. Haas began commercial 

ff and marketed 3500 of the hand-made products. Al-
no advertising or soliciation program is conducted for 
pose of increasing sales, the firm supplies many 

# from many countries, including England, Germany, f, and the Dominion of Canada. 
One California sportsman wrote that his use of the 

Liv-Minnow resulted in the landing of a 19-pound bass, 
cr sportsman used the Hess minnow to catch a 22-pound 
plunge in Wisconsin. However, the product has gained 

satisfactory results in its appeal to fish of 
k-te size. 



THE SAPULPA BRICK AND TILE CO. 
The Sapulpa Brick and Tile Company, established in 

serves large trade territory in Oklahoma and South-
m Missouri. 

The firm specializes in the manufacture of hollow 
blocks and face bricks in eight different shades, 
from red to white. 
The present owner and manager, Earl Hermes, entered 
in 1929. In 1927,, he succeeded his father, the late 
s, who had purabased the foundry in 1925. 



CHAPTER XX 

CHURCHES AND ORGANIZATIONS 

First Methodist Episcopal South — Rev. J. F. Graham, 
pastor; R. S. Brown, superintendent. 

First Methodist Episcopal — Rev. Z . Willard Gunckel, 
pastor; Miss Mildred Lucas, superintendent. 

First Baptist — Dr. P. J. Conkwright, pastor; 
Roy Wildman, superintendent. 

Sacred Heart Catholic Father James Rooney, pastor. 
First Presbyterian — Rev. Charles D. Todd, pastor; 

Glenn 0. Young, superintendent. 
First Christian — Rev. E. D. Salkeld, pastor; 

Mrs. J. W. Howard, superintendent. 
First Church of Christ, Scientist — 
Wesleyan Methodist Church South — Rev. G. W. Whistler, 

pastor; J. W. Brock, superintendent. 
Church of the Nazarene — Rev. W. R. Donaldson, pastor; 

Dallas Grigsby, superintendent. 
« 

The Salvation Army — Maj. Percy E. Fynn, corps officer 
North Ridgeway Baptist — Rev. C. W. Turner, pastor; 

J. A. Cargill, superintendent. 
The Church of the Good Shepherd — Rev. J. A. Klein, 

vicar. 
Assembly of God Tabernacle — R. L. Steger, pastor; 

Orville Kiddy, superintendent. 
Calvary Baptist — Rev. J. S. Norwood, pastor. 
The Church of God — Rev. R. R. Phillippe, pastor; 

Mrs. R. R. Phillippe, superintendent. 



OFFICERS OF ORGANIZATIONS 
Chamber of Commerce 

Fred Cowden, president; W. P. Woodruff, vice-pres-
ident; Edgar Mt.ggi, secretary; Harold Dodd, treasurer. Dir-
ectors: Sam T. Allen, Lon T. Jackson, Herbert P. Johnson, 
Gerald Updike, Don McMasters, Harry Rogers, 0. L. Humes,'0. 
B. Pickett, G. 0. Nickel, Gabe Gierhart, Alfred Reel, J. Ran-
dolph. 

, Junior Chamber of Commerce 
Herman L. Ferguson, president; Edgar Maggi, secre-

tary; George Bostright, treasurer; Don Judd, first vice-pres-
ident; John R. White, second vice-president; Jack loveland, 
third vice-president. Directors: Fred Cowden, Everett Col-
lins, Clarence Whiteside, Gerald Updike, Ted Donaldson, C. D. 
Daniel, Gabe Gierhart, S. E. Corrigcn, Robert McMillin. 

Rotary Club 
Charles L. Oakos, president; J. W. Weaver, vice-

president; T. A. Gresham, 'secretary; W. C. Kohlenburg, trea-
surer; S. W. Millhollon, sergeant at arms. Directors: Oren 
Landrith, Claude Harmony, C. D. Daniel, J. G. McBride, E. R. 
Wallace. 

Business and Professional Women's Club 
Pauline Summers, president; Florence Burton, vice-

president; Lulu King, secretary; Mannon Psyne, treasurer. 
Directors: Elsie Pisell, Florence Hands, Mary McLanghlin, 
Möroul Bosonetto, Jessie Thompson, Mildred Causey, Johnnie 
Bostright, Edna Morgan, Bess Potter, Audrey DeLong, Florence 
Reynolds. 

Women's Chamber of Commerce 
Mrs. Gaylord Wilcox, president; Mrs. Joe Allen, 

first vice-president; Mrs. Fannie Lampton, second vice-pres-
ident; Mrs. Annette Sweeny, third vice-president; Mrs. H. E. 
Gerard, secretary; Mrs. H. H. Clark, treasurer; Mrs. S. M. 
Cunningham, parliamentarian. 

Y. W. C. A. 
Mrs. 0. V. Smith, president; Mrs. Don Vickers, vice-

oresident; Miss Frankie Horn, corresponding secretary; Mrs. 
B. F. Wooden, treasurer; Mrs. William Boyd, executive secre-
tary. Directors: Mrs. H. H. Boulton, Mrs. William Clark, 



Mrs. A. H. Chapman, Mrs. P. J. Conkwright, Mrs. F.W. Cooper, 
Mrs. Virginia Evelyn, Miss Jennie Garber, Mrs. C. F. Hunted, 
Mrs. W. C. Lockhart, Mrs. W. J. Lane, Mrs. J. G. McBride, 
Mrs. Rodney Routsong, Mrs. H. C. Smeltzer, Mrs. Frank Scott, 
Mrs. Harold Thompson, Mrs. Don Vickers, Mrs. George Wilhite, 
Mrs. R. A. Woolridge. 

P. E. 0. 
Mrs. C. W. Harmony, president; Mrs. W. P. Longmire, 

vice-presidentj Mrs. Streeter Speakman, recording secretary;. 
Mrs. E. 0. Shaw, corresponding secretary; Mrs. C. J. Daven-
port, treasurer; Mrs. B. B. Burnett, historian; Mrs. J. B. 
Moore, guard; Mrs. G. C. Croston, chaplain; Mrs. Don Vickers, 
pianist; Mrs. Wllter Logan, reporter. 


