Political Science Resources at University Libraries

Almost 700 undergraduate and graduate students study political science at the University of Oklahoma, according to the College of Arts and Sciences.  University Libraries has resources for research in political science whether you are an undergraduate fulfilling a course requirement or a graduate student preparing a dissertation.  Whether you need a book, an electronic journal, or a newspaper article, University Libraries can help.

While political science is not officially noted as an interdisciplinary major, it certainly reaches into a number of other subjects including history, law, sociology, philosophy, and economics.  You can find the majority of books and bound journals related to political science on the third floor of Bizzell Memorial Library under the “J” call numbers.  From Edmund Burke’s Reflections on the Revolution in France to John Rawls’ Political Liberalism, the library has numerous books that relate to the topic you are looking for.  

The library offers access to two databases of particular importance to students and researchers of political science P-A-I-S International and Worldwide Political Abstracts.  Worldwide Political Abstracts contains citations and abstracts to a variety of serials across the globe, ranging from broad topics such as comparative politics to welfare systems.  P-A-I-S International provides access to articles, books, government documents, and a wealth of other resources concerning political science.  P-A-I-S International spans a great deal of subjects such as justice, agriculture, education, the environment, human rights, trade, transportation, and the military.

Other general subject databases that contain relevant resources include Academic Search Premier, LexisNexis, and J-STOR.   For those articles not available in full text through the databases, feel free to use the OU Article Linker which will help you find out if another database contains an online copy of the work or if University Libraries has a physical copy in house.  If not, you may request the article through interlibrary loan.

A number of databases that focus on specific regions can also facilitate your research.  These include the American Bibliography of Slavic and East European Studies, the Bibliography of Asian Studies, and the Hispanic American Periodicals Index.  Each database contains extensive resources that are valuable to research.

University Libraries also offers access to the Columbia International Affairs Online, which offers scholarship on international affairs from a wide-range of sources.  Or perhaps you prefer paper resources that you can browse to stay abreast of political science topics.  For that you can visit the Current Periodicals department on lower level one of Bizzell.  From the journal Foreign Affairs to the magazine Foreign Policy to the Congressional Digest, there is something that will meet your needs and pique your interest.  Don’t overlook old staples of news such as Newsweek and Time or the more partisan but venerable National Review and the Nation. 

[bookmark: OLE_LINK1][bookmark: OLE_LINK2]Visit the libraries website at http://libraries.ou.edu to learn more about University Libraries.   If you have questions related to your research, please email us at librarian@ou.edu or call us at (405)325-4142.  
