Acts and Resolutions passed at the called Session of the General
Council of the Choctaw Nation, in June 1861

Report of the Committee on the Principal Chief's Message

Your Committee to whom the Principal Chiefs Message was
reffered after a careful and mature examination and consideration of
the same would respectfully offer the following Preamble, Act
and Resolutions - viz -

Allen W. Carney, Clerk Edmund Perry, President of Committee

Whereas, the Union formerly existing between the United States
of America has been dissolved owing to the differences of opinion
upon questions arising under the Constitution, eleven of the States
-who were members of the Union have confederated themselves together
into a separate and indipendent government. They have formally
asked for a recognition of their indipendence based upon the idea
that .a Republican form of government "can only exist by the consent
of the governed". This has been denied them, and a bloody and
cruel war proclaimed against them. The Choctaw Nation were under
Treaty stipulations with the old Union for certain defined purposes:
and the distruction of the Government of the United States leave the
Choctaws without any binding contract upon them. The Government of whic]
Abraham Lincoln claims to be President have utterly refused to abide
by solemn covenants and Treaty Stipulations. We trusted and : .
sincerely hoped that this event would be averted. Our money has been
refused us, The Military Posts placed in our country for our protection
have been abandoned, and we are left to the tender mercies of Kansas
cutthroats and higher law leaders from all quarters of the North,
Whereas, we fully believe that all our rights, immunities and
priviledges will be completely guarenteed to us by the Confederate
States of America and Whereas we feel that the war waged upon them
is unjust inhuman and without a parellel in the amnnals of history and
that their cause is our cause, We so far as interest is conserned are
identical, and Whereas we hold that the Confederates States are
contending for self preservation, the right of self government and
that we had rather see a general conflagration sweep over our land or an
earthquake sink it than one iota of this right denied. Therefore,
Be it Resolved by the General Council of the Choctaw Nation assembled:
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. That the dissolution of the Government. of. the United States
leaves the Choctaws free to act for themselves and deem it that the
first act.we.should perform is to declare .ourselves absolutely.and
unconditionally free-and. 1ndependent people, .aside from_any.earthly.
power which we hereby do- ' ' o

.Bemit further EéSolved:"Thathin consideration of our want of
physical. power, our exposed condition and the identity of our ”
institutions, etc., we are ready and willing to enter into a Treaty
of Alliance and Amity with the Southern Confederacy

Be it fursher ResOlved: That the choctaws are threatened with
invasion by the abolition hordes of the North, and as free men it
behoves us to use every effort in our power to defend ourselves against
their aggressions and we cordially unite with all Tribes. who_are
~opposed to this threatened.invasion for common defense and mutual safety

Be it further Resolved: That the Principal Chief is hereByauthorized
and required to appoint.one Commissioner out of each County and with the
advice and consent of the Senate, with full power on the part of the
Nation to meet the Commissioner of the Confederate States to negotiate
a Treaty of Alliance and Amity and adopt all measures necessary for
the common defence and safety--~a majority of whom shall constitute a
quorum to do business

Be it further resolved: That the Principal Chief is hereby
authorized to appoint the same set of Commissioners to act as Delegates wi
full power to go and meet the Cherokees, Creeks, Seminoles. and
Chickasaws in Convention, to be held at Perryville on the 24th day of June
1861 to enter into a League for mutual protection,

Be it further Resolved that the Commissioners who shall be appointed
to meet the Commissioners from the Confederate States for the purpose
of making a Treaty, shall be and they are hereby required to submit
the Treaty, and every article of agreement made between the said
Commissioners to the General Council for 1ts ratlflcatlon or rejection
of the same.

An Act.entitledvan Act making all offences, civil and criminal
committed by whitemen, Indians of other Tribes, or persons of
whatever---punishable by the Laws .of the Choctaw Nation,

Section, Be it enacted, etc. That all offences, civil and criminal
committed by white men, Indians of other tribes, or any whitemen
whatsoever, resident or nonresident, who may commit any offence or
biolate the Laws of this country, shall be subjected to arrest, trial
and punishment according to the Laws of this Nation.
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An Act to provide for the organization of an efficient Military force,
within the Choctaw Natlon and for the electlon of certaln,offlcers.
(6 Articles) - R e e e ‘ :
Approved June l3th 1861 : a - Geo. Hudson, P.C,C.N.
S - Stephen Holsten T e
Chairman of Commlttee

5 other Acts approved June 14th 1861

vActS’and Redsolutions passed by ‘the General CDuncil of the Choctaw
‘Natlon in october 1861.

An act. entitled an Act ratifylng the compact entered into between the
Creeks, Seminoles, Choctaws' and Chichkasaws at North Fork Vlllage, ’
Creek Nation, on the first day of July 186l.

,ApproVed 0ctober 23rd 1861 " E. Loman, Acting P.C.C.N.

‘‘‘‘‘

3 other acts T e
JWhereaS'articles*of¥agreemeht‘and"coﬁ%eﬁtioh-werefmade.ahdfCOﬁcIﬁded

.on the 12th day of July one thousand eight hundred and sixyy one at

the North Fork .Village on the North Fork of the Canadian River

in the Creek Nation west of Arkansas between the Confederate States: of
America by Albert Pike Commissioner with plenary powers .of the
Confederate States .on the one part and the Choctaw Nation of Indians

by R. M. Johes, Sampson Folsom, Forbis Leflore, Geo. W. Harkins, Jr.,
Allen Wright, Alfred.Wade, Coleman Cole, James Ryley, Rufus Folsom,

W. B. Pitchlynn, McKee King, William King, John Turnbull and -William
Bryant, Commissioners appointed by the Principal Chief of the said
.Choctaw Nation in pursuance of an act of the Legislature thereof, and
the Chickasaw Nation of Indians by Edmind Pick ens °~ '~ Colbert,

James Gamble, Joll Kemp, William Kemp :Colbert, Henry C. Colbert,

James M. McLish, Martin Wa Allen, John M. Johnson, Samuel Colbert, Abner
Wilson Frakzer, Columbus = Ashala--tubbi and John D. Anderson
Commissioners elected by the legislative .of said Chickasaw Nation of the
.other part, the preamble whereof is in the words and figure to wit.

The Congress of the Confederate States of America having by an act for

the Protection of certain Indian Tribes approved the 2lst day of May

in -the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and sixty one offered
to assume and acceptmthe protectorate of the several Nationa and Tribes

of Indians occupying the country west of Arkansas and Missouri and to
recognize them as their wards, subject to all the rights, priviledges,
and immunities titles and guarangees with each of said nations and tribes
under Treaties made with them by the United States of America . and the
Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations of Indians having each assented Thereto
upon certain terms and conditions." Now Therefore Be it known that the
Choctaws in General Council assembled, having duly considered such articles
of agreement, Convention and ‘each and every article thereof and being
satisfied therewith do upon their part hereby assent to ratify and confirm
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Be it further mma resolved That we will agree to place in the field for
the space of. twelve months, and to be under the orders of the proper
officers of the Confederate States to do whatever may become necessary
in the defence of the Country one Regiment of Choctaw Troops consisting
of one Thousand men rank and file if the Government of the Confederate
.States will furnish now the.above sum of five hundred thousand dollars
to arm and equip said Regiment and maintain fn the field .for that length
of time, and after the war and peace is established to reimburse the"
Choctaw Nation, in said amount by the said Government of the Confederate
Stateds -

-etc., etc.,

Approved Nov. 5th 1861 E. Loman, A, P. C. C. N.

7 other Resolutions passed in November 1861

Acts and Resolutions passed at the called session of the General Council
of the Choctaw Nation in February 1862.

9 Acts and Resolutions passed.

Acts .and Resolutions passed at the Regular Session of the General Council
of the Choctaw Nation in October 1862. ( passed)



Fellow Citizens of the Senate and of the House of Representatives

I have convened you in Extra Session for the purpose of
communicating to you the fact that the Government of the Confederate
States, to which we had under peculiar and unavoidable circumstances
become allied, has ceased to exist, and by this event we now find
outselves in the same situation we were four years ago, when the
United States withdrew their troops from our country, and left us
without any protecting power whatever.

Owing to our geographical position, and entire inability to
maintain strict neutrality between the contending parties, we were .
necessar ily forced to attach ourselves to those of our neighboring
States, or to incur the terrible penalty which they inflicted upon their
own people who adhered to the Union. Men lost their reason, and the
demon of war--ever insatiable with blood and discord, drove the Americans-
people to fratracidal deeds--and the reign of terror prevailed
throughout our hitherto peaceful and happy country. Thus sudenly and
most unexpectedly we were subjected to the worst of tyranny--that of
anarchy; and the alternative of two evils was presented, that of
immediate extermination as a people, or to aid and abet that party who had
engaged in a crusade against their own Government. Common prudence '
and the instinct of self-preservation dictated that we should choose the
latter of the two evils, as presenting the only hope of prolonging our
existence.

Owing to the dispensations of the Almightly Guardian of National
justice, we have been thus far most wonderfully preserved; and as we
know %ot what awaits us in the future, let us humbly trust and pray
that He will still hold us in his right hand and continue to bless and
preserve us as a people.

As the Southern States have failed to achieve their inddpendence,
I would respectfully recommend that a Delegation, in conjunction with
one, from our Chickasaw brothers, be appointed to visit Washington City
for the purpose of renewing our former friendly relations with the
Government of the United States. This seems to be the only policy left
us to pursue by which we can preserve ourselves as a people.

Let us now unite in restoring our country to law and order--—and
see that justive prevails and good men made secure in person and
property—--whether they be citizens of our country or not; and as a means
of effecting this end I would recommend the organization of an efficient
Militia force in each county of the Nation whose duty it shall be to aid
the Civil Officers in the enforcement of the Laws, and in preventing bad
men from coming into our country from the States.

I herewith transmit copy of letter addressed to Gen. E. Kirby
Smith in relation to the surrender of the Indian troops to which I recesive
no answer.



Let us for the sake of all that we hold sacred and dear on earth
stand unitedly together as a band of brothers, for without Unity we
can do nothing. Divisions among us now would soon end in certain
destruction. Let us do our whole duty to our people trusting in God
to guide us. Let us counsel together in the spirit of brotherly
love, in the spirit of conciliation and forebearance. Accept gentlemen,
my earnest assurances that you shall have my full and cordial co-
operation in any manner or measures that will look to the honor, welfare
and prosperity of the Choctaw people. May the God of hosts abide with
us and guide us in this our time of trial and preserve us in the future.

Executive Department
June 15th 1865. " (s) P. P. Pitchlynn
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No. 5

Chahta Tamaha C. N.
June 15th 1865

Indian Council

Resolutions .of Grand Indian Council held at Chahta Tamaha, C. N;



Resolutions of the Grand Council passed a£ Chahta Tamaha C. N.
June 15th 1865.
Whereas at the Grand Council held at Camp Napoleon on the 24th day
May 1865, the Cherokee Choctaws Creeks Chickasaws Seminoles
Comanches Caddoes Osages Cheyennes Kiowas Arapahoes Sipans the
northern Caddos and Annada kos, did enter into a solemn league of
peace and Friendship And Whereas the object of this Confederation
of these Indian Nations is to maintain the integrity of the "Indian
Territory" as the present and future home of our race to proserve
and perpetuate the National rights and franchises of the several
Nations to cultivate peace harmony and fellowship
. And Whereas it is the earnest desire of this Grand Council that all
strife feuds and hostilities among Indians should cease, And that
our great principal "and Indian shall not spill another Indians blood"
be universaly adopted by all Nations and Tribes of Indians therefore,
Resolved by the Grand Council of the United Nations of the Indians
Territory, That the Principal Chiefs and Governors of the Nations
here gx represented constitue a Committe who are requested and
Authorized tog extend in the name of this Confederations the hand
of fellowship to all Nations of Indians
that

Resolved further/the said executive be requested and authorized
to communicate the wishes and intentions of this Grand Council to
the proper authorities of the Cherokee, Seminole Creek Osages and
all other Nations of Indians now in Alliance with the Government of‘
the United States And to invite the said Cherokee, Seminole Creek,

Osages and all other Nations of Indians to become parties to this
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Confederation and to cooperate with this Council in its efforts to
contract anew friendly relations with the United States Government.
Resolved further that the Governors or Principal Chiefs .of the
Cherokees Creeks Simnoles Chickasaw and Choctaw Nations by and with
the consent of their respective Councils be and they are hereby

authorized to appoint one .or more Commissioners not to exceed five

from each Nation to represent the interest of such Nation at the City

of Washington and who shall be clothe;;with full pwwers to negotiat
with the United States Government, such treaties as the exigencies
affairs may seem to demand. Resolved further that any one or more
such persons authorized to be appointed may act as proxies for the
remainder should it be out of their power to proceed in person to
Washington City, Said Delegates will be authorized and directed to
invite the United States Government to send commissioners within th
Territory to treat with Tribes of this Confederation who may not be

represented at Washington City,

Resolved further that no treaty made under the provisions of these

‘resolutions shail be binding until ratified by the National Council
of the respective Tribes making the same-

Resolved further that said Delegation be instructed to communi
with the proper military Authorites of the United States for the
purpose of effecting a cessation of hostilities in order that there
time and opportunity to negotiate with the United States Government
Also to obtain from said Military Authorities a passport to the Cit

of Washington and further urge upon said Military Authorities in or
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to avoid collision the propriety of sending no forces into the Indian
Territory until they, .the said Delegates, may confer with the United

States Government for the establishment of pérmanent peace,

Approved June 1l6th 1865

Tuckalatchll Micco Chief Creek Nations
Tarkinham Micco 2nd Chief Creek Bation
John Jumper Principal Chief Simonls
Black Dog Chief Osag:Nation

Stand Watie Chief Cherokee Nation

““_Winchester Colbert Gov. Chickasaw Nation

Samuel Chicoto -3rd Chief Creek Nation
Isreal Folsom Principal Chief Choctaw Nation"r’m'A 2—ferm—
e

Clamant Chief Osage Nation

True Copy
Respectfully furnished to Hon. James Harlan Secretary of the
Interior for his information

J. J. Reynolds

Major General, Commanding.



No. 6

Doaksville Ark
June 12th 1865

Pitchlynn P, P.
Gov. & C.

_Proclamation of
Gov P. P. Pitchlynn & C
.of Choctaw Nation.



Copy of Treaty Stipulations made and entered into on the
19th day of June A. D. 1865 at Doakesville, C. N. between Lieut.
Col. A. C. Mathews and Adjutant William H. Vance, commissioners
appointed by Military authorities of the U. S. and P. P. Pitchlynn
Principal Chief and Governor of the Choctaw Nation on the part of
said nation as follows, to wit:

Art. first.- All acts of hostility on the part of both armies
‘having ceased (by virtue of a convention entered into on the 26th
day of May A. D. 1865. between Major General E.R.S. Canby U. S. A.,
commanding Military Division of West Mississippi, and General E.
Kirby Smith, Si S. A., Commanding Trans-Mississippi Department)
the Indians of the Choctaw Nation here represented (lately allied
with the Confederate States . in acts of hostilities against the
Government of the United States) do agree étAonce to return to their
respective homes, and there remain at peace with the United States,
and offer no indignity whatever or commit any acts of hostilities
against the Whites, or Indians of the various tribes who have been
friendly to, or engaged in the service of the United States during
the war.

Art. second.-It is stipulated by the undersigned commissioners
‘on the part of the United States that so long as the Indians
aforesaid #observe the provisions of Article first, of this agreement;
they shall be protected by the U. S. authorities in their person

and property not only from encrochments, on the part of the Whites,
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but also from the Indians who have.been engaged in the service of
the United States.

Art. third.—'The above articles of agreement to remain and be
in full force and effect, until the meeting of the Grand Council,
to meet at Armstrong Academy Choctaw Nation on the first day of
September A. D. 1865 and until such time as the proceedings of said
Council shall be ratified by the proper authorities, both of the
Choctaw Nation and the United States.

In testimony whereof the said Lieut Colonel A. C. Mathews and’
Adjutant William H. Vance Commissioners on the part of the United
>States, and P. P. Pitchlynn Principal Chief and Governor of the
Choctaw Nation hereto set their hands.

(Signed) A. C. Mathews Lt. Col. U. S. Vols.

(Signed) W. H. Vance, Adjutant (Commissione

)Signed) P. P. Pitchlynn, P. C. C. N.
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(Copy of Commissioners Letter of instructions)

Headquarters Northern Louisiana

Shreveport La. June 9th 1865
Col. A. C. Mathews-Commissionerg
My Dear Sir:

You will proceed with as little delay as possible to Fort Towson,
and from that point to Council Grove, where a Grand Council is now
being held at which the different tribes of Indians in the Territory
and Western Texas are represented, and will present to Gent
Thorckmorton and Col Reagan the Commissioners of the Confederate
States, the official documents in your possession addressed to them.
These Commissioners will give you every assistance in their power
in accomplishing thé object of your mission which is to make a temporary
treaty or alliance with the Indians in behalf of the United States.

You can state to the council that the war between the Confederate
States, and the United States is at an end, the entire Confederate
army having surrendered and turned over all arms and public property
to the agent of the United States, that hereafter the Government
at Washington will control the entire country as formerly:; that it
is the desire of the United States to be on terms of friendship with
all the Indian Tribes: that the object can be accomplished by their
returning to their homes and remaining quietly, not interfering in
any way with the whites or with the Indians who have been in the U. S.
service; that if they do so the United States will not interfere

with them, that they can prepare an address to the Government at
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Washington andé hand it to you for transmittal, or send a bearer in
whom you confide to this place to be forwarded to Washington, you
will also suggest that another Grand Council be held about the first
of August at some point in the Territory, at which council commissioners
direct from Washington will meet with the council and arrange a full
and complete Treaty. These are the main points and you will use
every exertion in mka making an agreement with the tribes for peace
and quiet. The mawxakxkxfixxgm cavalry force now being prepared for
operation in the Indian Country will not be sent if the council
will agree that the different Tribes shall keep quiet. Upon com-
pleting this mission you will return to this point and report.
Respectfully -——\

(signed) F. (?) C. J. Herron

Major General.



Executive Department

Choctaw Nation June 19th 1865
Whereas:

Commissioners duly accredited by the United States Military
authorities were sent to the grand councils of all the tribes of
Indians lately convened at Armstrong academy with authority to
treat on the subject of peace between the Indian Tribes, and the
United States Government, and
Whereas, said commissioners did not arrive in our Country, in time
to take a part with the authorities of said coﬁncil but have arrived
at this place and conferred with authorities of this nation, and
Whereas, It is the earnest desire of this people to have an
honorable and lasting peace, and to resume their former and friendly
‘relations with the United States authorities
Now therefor I P. P. Pitchlynn Principal Chief and Governor of the
Choctaw Nation to make and publish this my proclamation,- That by
the authority in me vested and by and in accordance with our agree-
ment entered into this day between the said commissioners on the
part of the United States and the undersigned

There will be a Grand Council of all the Indians of the Indian
confederation, and the Indians of Prairies to be convened and held
on the lst Day of September A. D. 1863 at Armstrong Academy in the
Choctaw Nation at which time and place there will be duly authorized
commissioners from the authorities of the United States to treat on

the subject of a permanent and lasting peace.
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It is earnestly recommended and requested that the various
tribes meet at their respective places of meeting at the earliest
practicable date, and appoint their commissioners to attend said
Grand Council. It is also agreed with the Commissioners aforesaid
that there shall be an immediate cessation of all hostilities on . the
part of the contending parties that the Indians of the various tribes
who have been engaged in war against the United States shall at once
disband and return to their respective homes that they may return
to their usual avocations, and that they shall not be interferedd
with or disturbed by the United States authorities so long as friendly
relations exist. The impdrtance of a grand council of the character
of the contemplated at this juncture of our history und;; the
circumstances that surround us cannot be overestimated.

Our late allies in war, the confederate armies have long since
ceased to resist the national authorities they have all either been
captured or surrendered to the forces of the United States, It
therefore becomes us as a brave people to forget and lay aside our
" prejudices, and to prove ourselves equal to the occasion, let reasong
obtaing now that the sway of passion has pa;sed, and let us meet in

Council with a proper spirit and resume our former relations with the

U. S. Government.
(Signed) P. P. Pitchlynn
True Bopy

Respectfully furnished to Hon. James Harlan, Secretary of the Interior
for his information.

(s) J. J. Reynolds

Major General, Commanding
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