
Washington 

Sept. 11 1 22 

My good Friend, 

I am truly sorry that it is totally out of my power at this time 
to settle the amt in question. Congress by a late law prohibit the 
payment of the salary of all those who had balances against them on 
the books of the Treasury. M~y name had stood in that predicament for 
eight or ten years, for eighteen hundred dollars altho~ lowed the 
Government nothing. The books at the navy yard which contained my 
credit were burnt on the 24th Aug 1 14. I have certificates from 
Commodore Tonqey, and Wm. Booth and others that the articles which 
were left at the ya rd after the sailing of the vessels to Algiers, 
which could not take them on board, were afterwards.appropriated ~o 

other objects by order of the then Secretary of the Navy. Not a cent 
of my salary have I recd. since the first of January last, nor shall I 
receive any till January next. I mean to petition Congress to have 
the matter placed in its proper light, and.have no doubt of indemnity-­
at any rate it cannot be long before I shall begin to draw my salary 
when I will not lose sight of my promise to you in behalf of Mr. 
Semmes} XX and you may assure him, that I will not be more than my 
word. Nothing but the peculiarty of the case which I have mentioned 
could have prevented it several months ago. 

Yours very sincerely 

R. Forrest 

Thomas Turner Esq. 
Atty at Law 
George Town 
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THE MAGNETIC TELEGRAPH COMPANY;
 
:NrORSE LINE" 

MlQRTMI) IQllIJTtlJlJ ~A.$T A.RI1) W£STlJ 
.connecting with all the Southern, Western, Eastern and Northern Lines of Telegraph. 

DIRECT SOUTHERN LINE, NEW~YORK TO NEW-ORLEANS, 
A),;'D ALL INTER,VIEDIATE PLACES. 

OFFICE, No. 432 PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE. I 

Terms and condftions ou WiilCil .Mc.isages ara r~cc,vo;d' by !ii,s (;ompiiny 1"01' l·1'aU.iIll"SlO;:'. 
The lJublic (LN HotUIl.ld tha.t, ill ordllr to guard agaiusl mi.:tukcs iu tho.! ~rausmissil)u OfUlC:i.ia.g~, every m..:5Sage of importance 

ought U) I,)e reveawd by l.k:iug sent b ,ok from LI.1\l gtatittU at whicll it is tu bl.! r~C\li\'t:lI tv the iHaliou from whicb If,, i.::I origiually SCU\._ 
Halt thu II:1U:I,I Iwicc r.... r trll.u:;;wi3:iiuu will be cbarg..:d (ur l"'3pe¥.tiug the Wd:O:S'C. aud whilt: tilis C 'lllpliU,r will li.:I h~I~LorlH"I; U~ every 
pl'~aulhm to c.,sure correelUC~. it "'111 not be n~illkltl$lblc tor wlu3kes VI' dch~.\·9 iu tb~ trau.sw.bsivu or delh'.:ry of rt:J)~Il.t.ed 1II~g(:i 
b~volld a.a awountcxeeetliug fixehunljroo tim~!1 th~tl.WOUllt paid fOr8ellOiug the ml;'&lo~e. nor will it be 1·..."lliKlUsible for mhltakcl'Or 
deiays iu tbc lra.usmissiOll orunre~tl,ted llIt~it-:ageli from whatever calise they may ari~e. lIor for delavM:s.rislng' from ihternlption~in 
the wOI'kiBg (,f it.'> t~legraphs, nor for an)' mi>tTake C'lr C'lmi<lSlon cf (loy other compau)' over who~ linei<& Rlp,s"'ll.lte is t,o he $Il~nt tn ~acb 
the place ofdestiootioll. All me~;'l will herear'er be rccdveo.t bv this I:ompa.of for tl'llll"nti~oormbjeet. tothe aho't'e cnnditiolls. 

Dated_ (~2~_~ __~ ·_ci=1860. 

~h:Z'1':~~if):&J8GO' _r~in~ ~.
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Paris July 1 1842 

My dear Sir: 

If I bore you too a _ 
with my letters, you must attribute 
the fault to yourself. You gave me 
the opening, and you will find again 
the truth of the old adage, that the 
__ is followed by the __. Besides 
other motives for writing you, I 
am anxious to myself 
for your admirable defence of my 
protest in the Globe. If you could 
have seen me, when I read it, 
You would have known, that 
that moment was one of the happiest 
of my life. I felt that such a 
defence and such a defender 
___ a full compensation for all 
the sleepless moments I have passed, 
thinking upon the responsibility I have 
incurred. Allow me to say, my dear 
Sir, that you have rendered me a 
service, I can never forget; and as 
I can't forget, I have only to acknowledge 
it. I promise you I won't (repudiate?) it. 

You must know the 
working of affairs better than I do 
at Washington. _ and 
myself are political opponents to be 
sure, but are old school mates, 
and have always been friends. 
I am not willing to believe he would 
rather sacrifice me than not. I do 
not see his motive. But let him 
do as he will. With such friends as 
yourself, while I support American 
principles, I have nothing to _ 
Thank God, in our Country, anyone 
man is but of comparatively small concern. 

When my wife & daughter 
left here, in April, the (right ?) of visit 



------

was unstated here, and the views 
taken of it at home unknown. I could 
not leave, while uncertainty rested 
upon this affair. No 
respecting was therefore taken, 
before __ ___ . They were 
therefore to come back, unless my 
contract was disavowed, in which 
event my dishonour could not 
have permitted me to remain. 
My impression now is that we shall 
return next season, and that I shall 
establish myself at Cincinnati to finish
 
life, in the same valley, where I commen­

ced it. I have, however, two motives
 
for remaining here; one is that the
 
climate (suits? / treats? ) the health of Cap.
 
And the other is that I am (withdrawn?)
 
from the contests of trachaehoma, which,
 
the older I grow, become the __
 
to me. I am where I was
 
in 1806, when appointed Marshal
 
of Ohio (G.?) at Jefferson. His administra­

tion and that of (Jack?) Madison form
 
my beau ideal of a republican govern­
ment, and _
 
great reservoir, whence we may most
 
safely seek our opposition of doubtful
 
questions. But I __ a
 
________ uponyou, __ 
the of good wishes 

Ever your friend, 
L C _ 
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[Note: This letter is saved as "pitchln.wpd" in Corel WordPerfect on Kristina's computer 
upstairs. The number of blank spaces I have typed to indicate words I cannot understand does 
not correspond to the number of letters actually in the mysterious word or words. I may be 
wrong about some words and letters. The letter "S", when written by this author, can appear in 
one of two styles. A question mark indicates that I was especially unsure about the word. 
Heather Thams, 12-18-98)] 

Paris Oct. 28. 1842 

My dear Major, 

I shall leave here about 
the 12th of November, and expect to em­
bark at Liverpool the 19th. I trust I 
shall reach Boston the 2nd or 3rd of De­
cember. Ifmy wife and daughter 
are at Albany, I shall go directly there. 
But, if on account of my wife's health, 
they have gone south, I shall then 
go to Washington, stopping a day or 
two at New York and Philadelphia. 

My furniture is all off, 
and I shall establish myself at 
Detroit. On account of the climate, 
I should have preferred Cincinnati 
for my wife. But I am not able 
to live in other place than Detroit. 

[Beginning of Page 2] 

My means will not permit it, and I must 
devote myself to securing? my property. 

I enclose you a copy of my 
late letter to . It is the best 
answer I can give to your question res­
pecting the treaty. My sentiments are 
fully disclosed in it upon the point, 
which most affects me, the right of 
search. But as [crossed out] That I consider completely 

. But as a whole, I view it 
as the greatest political humbug, that 
has occurred in my day. And there is 



something exceedingly farsical [sic] in 
the laudatory style, in which __ 
___ speaks of the work, and of his 
Share in it. One would suppose by the 
tenor of his remarks, that he had ac­
tually Saved the republick. But 
when was the time England would 

[Beginning ofPage 3] 

not have gladly accepted such a treaty? 
She has got more than the King of Holland 
gave her by 1500 miles, and all she has 
got is just so much more than she 
was entitled to, for she was entitled to 
nothing, her whole claim being in 

truth one of the most impudent 
demands, which one nation ever 
urged upon another. 

As to the other five points, 
where are they? The Oregon Territory 
is untouched. For the Carolinas, they 
say in effect, we are sorry for what 
happened, but under the same cir­
cumstances, we would again do the 
same thing. As to the C__, which 
[about 4 words unclear] of last 
winter never to be 
given up, it also has been completely 

[Beginning ofPage 4] 

___ed, without the poor pretence of
 
an apology. [About 3 words unclear], than
 
before, and the right of search is gone.
 
This is a faithful picture of the whole.
 
Can we stand all[?] this? As our friend
 
[unclear proper name; smeared ink] says _
 

I send you my letter in 
perfect confidence. You may let 
____ read it and also Blair, 
both __ly confidentially. I do not 
blame those who voted for the treaty. 



---

They could not do otherwise without the 
hazard of war. That is a totally different 
question from that of the _ 

I should have voted for it myself, 
had I been in the Senate, but I should 
have accompanied the vote with some 
declarations upon one or two points, 
asserting our rights, and throwing 

[Beginning of Page 5] 

upon the British Governnlent the 
responsibility of a rejection?, if they did 
not choose to do in justice. But per­
haps I am too positive from the 
share I have had here in recent 
events. 

I would like to have Blair's 
letter, because the sentiments 

correspond with what I have _ 
seen in his papers. 

my 
___ regards to . I would 
write him, but really I have nothing 
important enough to say, to justify 
my troubling him. I he could 
have time to drop me a line 
while upon the route, I should be 
most happy to receive it. 

I am, my dear friend,
 
With kind regards,
 
Ever yours
 
L C
 

Major Lewis
 


