
Just t e 00 s ee first in 

espa.u.si g the oa e of the sece i states, so t e 

ere seemi ly t first to t e thou t or event­

0l- ,0alities in u e possi e 0 .e.11 of t e fe er­

c alt a avi be ractical y una 0 s 

in t eir 01'1 1 al declar tion s camp 1'e 'ith t e 

at er tribe, of tee stern p rt 0 the I di 

Tel' itor , as nation they mint ined t eir aIle ­

ia ce to the a fe erac to the e In e triba 

elec ion of 8 t e hocta s e ecte Peter P. 

Pitc 1 for the fice of ri cipal chi f of the 

_ ation. T 0 yea, previ s to t' is ie, t e 

end f Geor e rrudson's tel' of of ice, Samue Gar­

land, Q. ite d C ,loct es e t ~ d bee elected 

an served t as c ie. G 1 n as re 0 ted 

to ave een Union in. his s pat ies at one ti e 

durin his ad.m.inistratio . e had served the 

e e ation f the let Proceeds cIa' it eter P. 

Pitchl 81 oe 1 3. i tc l~nn ,. who ad 10 een 

pro ent in the hoo"a ra i n, r de 0 ecret of 



the ct t this symp thie ere i t h t e Unio J 

th ugh he had not activel opposed t e course chosen 

Y his people en he faun that t e ere so nearl 

an a s. Still, his electio under the circum-· 

....tance be fairly r gar e as indicati g t \, 
~ 

the acta s is e to be in pesition to a e the 

best .e s :QQ.ssib e in event that t e i sue f t e 

r shoul go a ai _st them.. ... or as ita poor 

choice, or Pitclly si hted s re 

cou se or to hi.s peo 1e Iii flue ce be -n elt 

ar eyond the bar eTS of t e hoc ta ration. 

Peter . Pitch_ n as born in .oxu e 

aunt 1 ississippi, ~ uary 3 , 18 His at er, 

John Pitchl nn, .as a hite man ho settled among 

t e acta s about 17 ,later m rr in Sop ia also 

a hoct descent. (Her at er r benezer a1.som., 

s, a I ite an a native of Nort aro i.na a.."'1 a ew 

n 1.a extraction. Be are t ere ere y schools 

a g t e Choct s , Peter P. i as sent to 

Tel essee here lIe attended an CaJ e y~ su sequently, 

e e te e t e Uni vel'S i ty of lIas vil e, here he pur­

sued ull course and gra uat e • et ni ~ home 

from se 0 lance as a 0, e f d his people ng 

ne treat it· the Gave so e of the term 

of hie e so s ron di approved that e refused 



to e han s with Gen. And:!.'e .rae s n, 0 as 

.J...
0 e f l" e Gover ent co issioners ~ Uthou he 

ter I'd eo a very a rie of General 

,Tackson, e never became rec,o ciled to t e tre ty, 

.l­which t' e fir t f l. ose t'at pro ide for t e 

s Ie of hocta 1 n in is iss ippi n
, ror the 

removal of his people to the . est. I 1828, al­

.l­
u aug he was b t Ii ttle ore t' 0 th in ye rs, 

e ceo p nie t e Choctaw d iek sa dele ation 

...on n explori g expedition to m !.J is 0 0 tho a , 

prospective of t.he set':"le.u ent I the t 0 n tions i 

t is c untry. he journey as de ay ...em­.1­

phis u t. ouis to I epe e ce). issouri. Leav­

ing that set Ie e t the part ade it ay irectl 

int.o the co tr of t e s g een ' ere i­

tary ene ies 0 t e hocta1, l' enerations. 

TeO a es ere no inclinea - co sider any 0 er 

of peace at first ut, in teen, t e bo_ e s and 

diplo ac of Peter Pitchl n convinced t em and 

the pipe of peace ~as sma ed. 

tel' the ~ eat at ~anci _ab it Cree 

in 18 Pitc lynn too n act've pa t a a lea er 

of some 0 the J.irst igrat· g p rties hocta 

to t. e IndiaD_ erritory. e , s .e of e i t of 

speci 1 persons .entioned in t' e e oval 're t 0 



received a Ian clabrr of several sections of the 

tribal domain in ississippi. Dispasin of this to 

advanta e, he invested t' e proceeds in egro sl ves 

that e brought it him to the ew country in the 

est. ne of is plant tio s, arno the first in 

southeastern Oldaho a) is pointed ut toda near 

Ea 1 et own, just east of t· e ridge acr ss t e -.i.oun­

tain For iver, . n t e high ay et e roken Bow,. 

klaho a, and the r ansas 1'.8. 

In 185 itchlynll a ap oi ted by t e 

C octa CouDei as one of the elegation to ashin­

ton to furt er t e Jet Prace s clail , and from that 

time as a frequent visitor t the rational Capitol. 

He was personall acquainte it' Hen la an 

harles icke s 0 escribed him a a IDCL'1 of great 

physical be uty d a nat ral orat r. t t e out-

rea of the >ivil ar, itchlynn as in ashington, 

en e called upon esident incoln d assure 

h' at he hoped to be a Ie to old the Choct ~ 

neutra during the ' pendin st ugele. He is said 

to have remal.ned fir in his attacbment for t e 

Union, t aug.. three sons ere i the Cor...fe erate 

s a r su tot e .ar, e los 1.' e 

o nt O' propery. e s 0 eft e Ie ders of 

t e. hocta delega ion duri the negotiation of 



t e Treat f 18 i th the Unit ed 3t te. 'rom 

that time he lived pe ane tly in shington t here 

he died in 1881 and as uried in the Congres lanaI 

emetery, Gen. bert Pi .e prono ain the eulog . 
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\. ) 
PETER P. PITCHLYNN 

From: J. B. Thoburn and • H. Wright, 
Oklahoma: A Rist01 of the state and Its 
people (New York, 929), p. 847 

Just as the Chocta~s had been first in 

espousing the cause of the seceding state • so they 

ere seemin ly the first to take thought for event­

ualities in the possible downf 11 of t e Confeder­

acy, although, havin been practically unanimous 

in their original declaration as co pared with the 

other tribes of the eastern pert of the Indian 

Territory, as a nation they maintained their alle -

ianoe to the Confederady to the end. In the tribal 

election of 18 4, the Choctaws elected Peter P. 

Pi tchlynn for the of ice of prl1cipal chief of the 

Nation. (Two year~ previous to this ti e t at the 

end of Geor e {udson's term of office, emuel Gar­

land, of white and Chocta de c nt, had been elected 

and served a t rm as chi f. Garland as reported 

to have been Union in his s pathies at one time 

during his administrati n. He had served on the 

dele etio of the et Proceeds claim with Peter P. 

Pitchlynn sinc 18 .) Pitchlynn, who had long been 

prominent in the Chocta letion, made no secret of 



the fact tha.t his sympathies ere i th the Union. 

though he had not actively opposed the coure chosen 

by his people when he found that they ere so nearly 

unanimQus.till, his election, under the circu ­

stance~, ay be fairly regarded as indicatin that 

the hocta s wished to be in 8 po ition to e the 

best terms -ossible in event th t the iss e 01' the 

was should. go against them. Nor as ita poor 

choice, for Pitchlynn as a farsighted and shre d 

counselor to his people. his influenoe being felt 

far beyond the borders of the Chootaw Nation. 

ster • P1tohlynn was born in Noxubee 

County, isslssippi, ~an sry 30. 1806. nis fathe~, 

John Pltchlynn, was a hite man who settled among 

the Choeta s about 178 , later marrying ophis Folsom, 

of Choeta descent. (Her father, Ebenezer Folsom, 

as a white an a native of orth Carolina and of New 

En land extraction.) Before there ere any schools 

ang the Choctaws, Peter • Pitohlyn a zent to 

Tennes ee where he attended an acade y: subsequently, 

he entered the Universit of Nashville, where he pur­

sued a full course and raduated. Returnin home 

from school once as a bOYt he found his people makin 

a ne tr aty ;i th ttl e Gove ent, so e of the torms 

of hieh he so str ngl di approved that he refused 



to shake hends with Gen. Andrew Jackson. who was 

o e of the Government 00 ission r. Although he 

afterward beC a very wa t'rlend ot General 

Jackson. he neVer bee e reconciled to the treaty, 

which was the first of tho e that provided for the 

sale of Choota lands in ississi pi and for the 

removal of. his people to the 'est. In 1828. al­

though he as but little ore than a youth 1n years, 

he aeeo panied the Choeta and h1ekasaw dele etion 

on an e lorin expedition to at is no Oklahoi 

prospective of the settle ent of the t\O nati ns in 

this country. The journey as ade by ay of l.'1 e ­

phis and st. Louis to Inde andenoe, 1s ouri. Leav­

ing that settle ent the party ada its ay directly 

into the oountry of the OS6 es, ho d been h redi­

tar ene ies f t e Choeta s l' r any enerati ns. 

The 0 a ad vere not inolined to consider any offer 

of peaoe at first but, 1n the end, t e boldn ss and 

d1plo aey of Peter • ltchlynn oonvi ced the and 

the ips of pese was smok d. 

After the tre ty at Danei abbit ere k 

in 1 '·0, i tehlynn took an act iva ,art as a Ie der 

of ome of the first mi r ti g P rties of hoeta 

to the Indian Territory. Ie ~a one of th 11 t of 

speoial persons mentio ad in tee oval Treat who 



ree,eived a land claim. of several sections of t e 

trib 1 do ain in ississ1ppi. Disposin of this to 

advents e, he inve ted t"e proce ds in n 0 slav s 

t at he brou t ith hi to the ne co try in the 

est. One of his plant tio the first in 

Southeastern Oklaho • is pointed ut today near 

~a lctown, just east of t e brid e craSB t e .Qun­

tUin F r River, on the hi ay bet e, Bra en a J 

Oklaho a, and the Arkansas line. 

In 185 , P1tchlynn s,appoillted by the 

Choeta Cou cil as one of e d Ie t ion to ash1ng­

ton to furt er the et roee d ala • and from that 

time as a frequent visi tor t t e national Capitol. 

He as personally 8c,quainted. ith TIcnry Cla and 

Gharles Die e s ho d crib d him as a an of reat 

physic 1 e ty d e. natural or t, r. At t e out­

break of the i viI ar; i tehlynn as in ~ashingto J 

hen he called upon resident L1 coIn d ass red 

him t at he hoped. to be able to hold he hoet .S 

neutral during tel pending tr Ie. He is said 

to have ro ained fir~ in his tt ent for tho 

Union, though thre sons er in the ont'eder te 

y. A a r sult of t e nar, e ost 1 '. e 

aunt of propert • tas one t e Ie d rs of 

t hoot, Ie - tion durL the egotlatlons of 



the Tre t or 186' lth tne United t tes. Fro 

that time he lived pe anently in 8shin ton, here 

he died in 1881 d as buried in the Con ress10nal 

Ce tery, Gen. Albert ike pronouncin the aulo • 
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