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THE INAUGURAL ADDRESS OF GOV. PITCHLYNN,

Fellow-Citizens of the Senate
and of the House of Representatives.

In assuming the office of Principal Chief of this Nation, I deem it
proper that we should as a peop'e, in view of the perils by which we
are environed, to pause for the moment, and 1ift our hearts in grati-
tude and praise to the God of Heaven for the merciful Providence
which He has graciously extended over us whilst we have been en-
gaged in defending our homes against the most crue! and relentless
foe. And that we invoke of Him wisdom to our ¢ouncils and the con-
tinuance of His Almighty and protecting arm over ns.

At no period in our history w e we ever burthe .ed with such re-
sponsibilities as those t} at are "ow res 'ng upon us. And at no pre-
vious time were we ever threatened with so many dangerous calami-
ties; for the foice of circumstances have compelled us to participate
in the present war, although we were not a party to its creation yet as
neighbors and friends, we fe . it to be our natural and bounden duty
to espoase the canse of the Southern States when chey were threat-
ened with subjugation. And with brave and Yonest hearts, regard-
less of consequences, we at once cast our lot with our Southern
brethern and sent our sons to the battle field.

It is pow more than three years since this unholy and unnatural
war was commenced against the Confederate Stctes and their Allies;
and although rivers of blood have been frcely shed and the land filled
with widows and orphans, still the wag rages with unabated fury and
vindictiveness on the part of the foes~ And no human sagacity can
predict when and how it will end. Weknow not through what scenes,
trials and bloodshed we are yeu to pass hefore the end comes. But
whatever may happen—or let the consequences be what they may our
destiny is indissolubly involved in that of the South. By the side of
our Confederate friends we must stand or we must fall. Let us make
a clean history for ourselves, as our fathers did beforeus: For it is
good to be honest and trust in nations as well asin individuals for
therein lies the foundation of that confidence which cstablishes unity,
strengthens and brightens the chain of iendship.

Whilst thousands of white men borp and rea .d in the south, have
deserted the flag of their count:y and become traitors and thieves, the
Choctaws have stood as firm as their eternal mountains with their hon-
or unsullied and their integrity unaffected. Like brave men they
have been true to themselves and true to their jends. And should
the coming future threaten us with annililation or extermination as a
people, let it be the last shout of the last Choctaw, I die true to my
country and true to my friends! Though darkness and gloom, seem
. at times, to overshadow our future let us like the old Romans never

+ despair of our country; but putting our t in the God of battles,
with the determination of performing our Waole duty and the victory
will be ours,
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We still hold our connfry; and we are again assembled in Gen:ral
Conneil under our own skies witlzin the Halls of our Capitol. These
inestimabie privileges of freemen must be ninintained at every hazard,
although the odds against us is namerically fearful and the foe ma-
lignant and vindictive; but the race is not always to the switt nor the
Lattle to the strong. We must fight! There is no alternative left us
hut to stand and battle against the invader with heroic souls! Brave
men never yield to despondency in the time of danger! It is for our
very existence we are struggling: This country isour last reinge—
the last bome of the Choctaws. We are chained to the rock of iso-
lation but not of despair, yet we bave no country to which we can
tlee; for umlike 6ur Confederate friends we cannot emigrate to the
States and receive the hand of welcome and be heartily ineorporated
into their citizenship. I repeat it we must fight until our country is,
either ourfree hontes or honored graves! There is no other hope left
us; fur who wouid séek conditions of pardon, or except them when of-
tered by tlie Governthent of Abraham Lincoln, which has waged the
most cruel, relentless gnd desolating war that ever disgraced any na-
tion that claimed to be civilized and refined. And what confidence
can a Choctaw have in that Government whose perverted or unuatisz-
al will, reverses the social order, aud arrays brother in deadly con-
tlict against brother for negro freedown and equality.

Thus far we have been an undivided people and I feel more hon-
ored now by being the free choice, as Chief Executive, of sucha uni-
ted and determinetl people than I could have been in any previons
period « our history. We must—we will continue a united people.
The wily and astute cunting of the foe has failed— and will contin-
e to fail in seducing any Choctaw from his allegiance to his coun-
try. No Choetaw can be so forgetful of the past as to disgrace him-
scif or his forefathers. The treason of others teach a philosophy by
the force of example and we will continue to accept its admonitions
and exhibit to the civilized world something more than Spartan for-
titude and Roman courage by presenting an unbroken and unappalled
unity in the defence of our homes and the graves of our ancestors.

As the Chief Executive Officer ot this NationI will use every effort
iu my power to have the civil laws strictly and vigorously enforced
and our Treaty Stipulations, with the Confederate States of America
honestly and faithfully observed, and I wiil also on all occasions hear-
tily co-operate with the Military Authorities commanding in the In-
dian Territory. The interest and welfare of the Nation demand this
of me. To sustain the unity and efliciency of our army shall be my
constant end and aim. W€ are engaged in an ardaous struggle for ex-
istence. Let us therefore sacrifice our political prejudices, bickering
and jealousies upoen the altar of our common country and unite as
one man to battle for Southern Liberty and Independence.

My predecessor having failed to sibmit to you his annual message
1 will therefore depart from established usage, in the delivery of an
iraugural, by recommending to your consideration such measures as
the public exigencies seem to require. I would therefore, recommen
tu you the propriety of appointing some suitable Agent to visit the
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Choctaw Refugees and report their condition at tho?prliest day prac—
ticable that the Executive may submit the same to General Maxey
and have their wants and necessities relieved if possible. These re-
tugees who werz formerly citizens of Mooshulatubbe District immedi-
ately on the enemys linus, deserve the grattitude of the Nation for
their constaney, their bravery and self sacrificing devotion to the com-
mon weal, for they have not only fougbt the ememy at every disad-
vantage and at every hazard but they have spurned every attempt of
the foe to seduce them from their allegiance. Had prudence pre-
vailed after thg Buttle of Honey Springs, much of the wealth of that
District could have Leen saved tor that devoted peeple by removing
it south of the mouuntains, but such was not the case. Since that
period they have sought for their women and eb?ldren refuge in the
wountains where they are yet to be found destitute of clothing and in
a starving condition. '

1 would alsorecommend that prompt and energetic efforts should
be made by all the civil officers of this Government and all good and
law abiding citizens to suppress the thieving and robbing that pre-
vails to such a fearful extent. To accomplish that purpose I woald
suggest the propriety of all persons under the age of eighteen and
over forty five to organize themselves into a local defence. It isto
Le hoped that such force will be promptly organized and that it will
hold itself in readimess at a moments warning to aid the Civil Au-
thorities in the enforcement of law and order; ,ad also cooperate
with the regular Military force in repelling invasion. It would also
greatly aid the civil anthovities and the regular militiry, by the ar-
rest ot all suspicious chiracters travelling through our country. We
have permitted to many bad men to pass unquestioned through this
nation. 71These characters should be examined and if they are not in
possession of proper passports, they should be delivered to the near-
est Confederate Commander; for it is evident that where such charac-
ters bave not properly authenticated passports, they are either, thieves
deserters, or spies of the enemy. We must be active and watchtul;
for remember that the price of liberty is eternal vigilance.

I would further recommend, that resolutions should be passed by
the General Council, complimenting the gallant officers and brave
men of the allied army of the District of the Indian Territory. No ar-
my is more deserving. They have not only accomplished much with
inadequtate means —have been irresistable in battle, but they have

also suffered privations and wants as trying to fortitude and lcve of

country as any army ever endured.
P.P. PITCELYNN.
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