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EDITORIAL ON OIL LEASES

A report from Muskogee says:

"All oil and gas holdings in . the Creek and

Cherokee nations, with a single exception, are in

danger of being lost to the ostensible owners. The

only safety of the speculators who have made investments

lies in their complying with the new rules and regula-

tions. Mr. Shoenf el t said today that the only bona

fide lease was held by the Cudahy company and covers

640 acres of land near Bartlesville and is the tract

on which most of the Bartlesville wells have been sunk.

This lease was made several years ago directly with

the secretary of the Interior. Since that time innumer-

able alledged lc oses have been made with Indian

occupants of oil and gas lands. It may be possible

that some of the persons who represented themselves



to be Indian citizens were not on the tribal rolls

and their names may never be put there.

In such cases the lessees will be mulcted.

Upon these uncertain holdings lessees have erected

derricks and sunk wells and are now marketing oil aria

gas, paying a royalty to the tribes. Their hope is

that the interior department, upon learning that

these improvements have been made in good faith, will

approve the leases when the lands they control shall

have been alloted and patented to the Indian occupant.

There will be much opposition tp a ratification of these

leases. Speculators who wish to enter the field are

asserting that there should be a square deal, that

the oil and gas lands should be made accessible to

the bids of the general public and that private deals

made under cover should be disregarded. These lease

contracts were obtained from alleged tribal citizens

who squatted upon the landand whose squatter rights

were respected by their neighbors. In contracting

with the speculator the tribal citizen said, of course,

that ultimately he intended tea take the land as his

allotment and to protect the speculator. Should he

fail to do this the speculator would be in a sad

plight. Many complaints are coming to Mr. Shonefelt



from tribal citizens who allege that neighbors have

made and are making contract leases that extend beyond

their squatter possessions and embrace parts of future

allotments that do not and will not belong to them.

In this way the same land may be contracted for leas-

ing two or more times.

Tulsa, I. T.,

Apri 1 24.

Indignation is expressed here this morning

over the receipt of 300 of the newly approved mineral

lease forms here Wednesday morning. Letters from

Muskogee this morning state that the forms have not

been received by the agent there. The representatives

of Guffey & Galley have been busily engaged for two

days in making leases. Many Indians, among them ex-

Chief L. C. Perryman, Dr. J. G. N. Bland are calling

the action "an outrage upon the Creek people." An

indignation meeting was held among the full bloods

yesterday and it was determined to take active steps

to thwart the movement. It is characterized as a

scheme between the oil speculators and some one in

the interior department.
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