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MESSAGE OF L. C. PERRYMAN
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December 5, 1887.

To the Honorable Members of the

Houses of Kings and Warriors:
Gentlemen :-

I fully appreciate the great responsibil-
ity you have placed upon me in electing me to the
high position of Chief lixecutive of the Muskogee
Nation. If I did not feel greteful to my country-
men for this very flattering expression of their
confidence in me, I should be recreant to those
neturael instincts that should characterize every
human being. It is a matter of no little concern
to preside over one's household and shape and direct

its interests: but when that household is increesed



to a Nation, an active, conscious body politiec,

with an unlimited future, and a perpetual interest
in the soil upon which it is located, the respons-
ibility and concern of the person chosen and charged
with the duty of directing its affairs becomes al-
most immeasurable.

All permanent politicel institutions must
be founded upon & solid basis, and that basis is
the soil. The manner in which that soil is to be
appropriated to the use and profit of the individual
occupants thereof is a matter of minor importence;
but the sovereign end inherent right in the soil
as the basis of the whole politicel superstructure
is the question that demands our most diligent and
unceasing care,

The Muskogees have been & sovereign Nation
from time immemorial, and their inherent right to
the soil has not, and cen never be questioned. They
had the absolute and exclusive right to the country
they occupied in the old Nation east of the Miss-
issippi river, by virtue of priority of possession
and occupancy, asnd that title has been approved end

accepted by the whole civilized world, but that is



not all; the very people who founded emd established
a magnificent government upon the American soil,
have recognized that title in the judgment of their
highest tribunel, and by appropriating to their own
use and benefit lands acquired in & similar manner.
While we have emigrated from the lands of our origi-
nal possession, we have by so doing relinquished
nothing of our right to & permanent home.

We have merely exchanged land for leand with
the United States government through conventions
composed of duly authorized agents from the con-
tracting parties.

Qur lands in the old country were exchanged
for lands purchased from occupents whose right to
the soil was acquired and held in a manner similar
to ours.

The policy of this edministration will be
to diligently watch and oprose any infringement up-
on, or attempt to curteil our rights as a Nation
to these our landed interests, and to treansmit to
ocur successors a free and unencumbered estate.

In regard to the so-called Oklahoma land,
the treaty of 1866 must be our guide. Any vari-

ations from the terms amd stipulations of seaid



treaty, either by the United States Government or
the Muskogee Nation, without the consent of the
other would be but & species of bad faith.

Qur Government is modeled after that of
the United States. It is essentiaslly Republican,
and our citizens enjoy & large meesure of liber-
ty; but liberty must not be confounded with license.

The safety and perpetuity of all govern-
ments depend upon the vigorous and impartiél exe-
cution of law. The lew is no respector of persons;
and no criminel need expect special clemency or
favor from the Executive by reason of his affili-
ation with this or that politicel party. I have a
right to expect and will expect your co-operation
in the enforcement of the laws of our country.

Having associated and labored with you
meny years in the Council, and having enjoyed your
friendship and confidence, I a&ssume the duties de-
volving upon me &s the Executive with the hope &and
assurance that our relations with each other will

be mutually pleasant, I em
Your obedient servant,

L. C. PERRYMAN
Prin. Chief M. N.
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