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PROCLAMATION BY L. C. PERRYMAN

Executive Office,

Muskogee Nation,

To the people of the Muskogee Nation, and all
other persons whom these presents may concern --
Greeting:

It has been made known to me officially that

certain citizens and residents of Muskogee District,

this nation, in collusion with non-citizens have, in

violation of the quaranteen and general laws of our

nation, as well as in violation of the Federal laws,

introduced into said district and nation Texas cattle

belonging to non-citizens, and pltced same in mile-

square and large pastures in the interior end ringed

them on the public domain of this nation.

An act of the Council of the Muskogee nation,

approved October 10, 1882, provides that "No cattle

belonging to non-citizens shall be permitted to range



within the limits of the Muskogee nation; any cattle

found so ranging shall be taken up by the stock

superintendent or by persons under his employment, and

shall be kept in close herd for a period of 30 days,

unless before the expiration of such period, the owner

of such stock shall appear and properly identify the

same, and pay to the stock superintendent the sum of

one dollar per head. After making such identification

and payment, such owner shall be permitted to remove

such cattle from this nation. That if at the expiration

of 30 days, the owner of such stock shall not have

appeared, identified end paid the penalty of one dollar

per head on such cattle as above proved, the same shall

be advertised and sold to the highest bidder for cash,

by the stock superintendent." All non-citizens driving

or shipping cattle or stock into this nation for purpose

of ranging same on the public domain or elsewhere in

this nation, other then in contract pastures, do so in

violation of the above quoted law of the Creek n;tion,

and may expect that the same will be enforced against

them. The fact that non-citizens makeeontracts with

citizens of this nation, under which cattle belonging

to such non-citizens are placed in the possession of

Creek citizens to be ranged or held anywhere and in



any manner in this nation other than in contract

pastures, does not make such introduction and holding

less a violation of said law. Nor does it exempt the

same from the penalty provided for the violation of

said law. Nor does it exempt the same from the penalty

provided for the violation of said law. Section 2117

of the Revised Statutes of the United States, provides

that *Every person who drives or otherwise conveys

any stock, horses, mules or cattle, to range and feed

on any land belonging to any Indian or Indian tribe,

without the consent of such tribe, is liable to a

penalty of one dollar per head for each animal of such

stock." It will be seen that the introduction by non-

citizens of cattle to range in the Creek country, other-

wise than in contract pastures therein, is alike a

violation of the laws of the United States and the Creek

nation, and of the existence and tenor of these laws

all persons are presumed to be cognizance. And all per-

sons whether citizens or non-citizens of this nation

are admonished that the penalty for the violation of

said law of our nation will be promptly and strictly

enforced by the proper officers of our government, and

the legal representatives of this nation will be in-

structed to institute the proper proceedings in the

Federal court to recover the penalty provided for the



infraction of the Federal Statute quoted. Sec. 337

Laws of Creek Nation, 1893 Edition, provides that "It

shall be unlawful for any citizen of this nation to

claim or hold in this nation cattle in any manner

whatever belonging to non-citizens, And any person

offending against this law shall, upon conviction, be

fined in the sum of five dollars per head for all

cattle so claimed or held, and such cattle shall be

seized and sold to satisfy such fine and cotSof

proceedings." Of the existence and tenor of this

law all persons, both citizens arid non-citizens of

our nation, are presumed to be cognizant, and are hereby

admonished that the same will be promptly and strictly

enforced against any violation.

Sections 341 to 353, inclusive, of laws of

Creek nation, 1893 Edition, provide for the building of

pastures larger than one mile square, anywhere within

ten miles of any boundary line of the Creek Nation, by

its citizens, and in these pastures, after the contract

provided for, has been duly executed between the person

or persons building such pastures and the principal chief,

and the tax thereon paid into the treasury of this nation,

the cattle and stock of non-citizens may be lawfully

introduced and held. It is only in accordance with the

provisions of this act that the stock and cattle of



A

non-citizens may be lawfully introduced nd held in this

nation, and all persons are admonished that any attempt

to introduce or hold herein stock or cattle otherwise

will be met with a vigorous enforcement of the law violated

by such act:

See. 333, laws Creek nation, 1893 Edition,

provides that "Any citizen of this nation, head of a

family, engaged in keeping or grazing livestock in this

nation, shall for that purpose be entitled to enclose

for his exclusive use, free from any manner of tax, one

mile square of the lands of the public domain." This

law contemplates that all such pastures will be used

exclusively for the domestic cattle of the owners of the

same. It would be as much a violation of our laws to

place cattle belonging to non-citizens in these pastures,

as it would be to introduce and range such foreign

cattle on the public domain. These pastures are free

from tax and may be built any where in our nation, while

the pastures in which foreign stock and cattle may be

held cannot be built further than ten miles from a

boundary line of the nation; and a tax thereon is paid

to the nation by the owners of such pastures.

Hence it is manifest that the holding of foreign

cattle in mile square pastures in the interior of the

nation is a violation of our laws, and all persons are

admonished thit our laws on this subject will be strictly



enfor ced.

Upon the due enforcement of the laws of a

country, depend the stability of the government, and

the security and protection of its citizens in their

person and property. The Creek nation has reached a

period in its history, which calls for a manifestation

of true patriotism on the part of all her people, and

untiring-vigilance on the part of her officers in

enforcing her laws and upholding her institutions.

And, in view of the facts which called forth this

proclamation, I feel it my duty as the chief executive of

the nation to warn all non-citizens against introducing

or in any way placing stock or cattle in our nation

against the intercourse laws and aeinst our local laws,

or in any way trespassing upon our country, in violation

of our laws and treaty rights. To our citizens I admonish

you to respect and uphold the laws and institutions of

our country; and to the officers of our nation, especially

the judges and prosecuting attorneys of the several

districts, I urge upon you the importance of vigilently

enforcing all of our laws. And permit me to say further

that it is my duty as the chief executive of the nation,

to promptly suspend any officers failing or refusing to

perform the duties required of him by law, and appoint-

ing to fill his office some one more deserving of the



confidence of the people. This duty I shall faithfully

discharge when, in my judgment, the better interest of

our whole people will be thereby subserved.

Given under my hand and the seal of Muskogee

Nation, this 20th day of April, 1894.

L. C. PERRM,,TAN

Principal Chief

Muskogee Nation
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