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Ida A. Merw}n,
June 1, 1937.

Mrs. H. C. Nicholson,

.-740 Holly S8t.,

Perry, Okla.

May 17, 1866, »
Kendalville, Ina.

Lorin Kingsley, father,
Rochester, N. Y.,
Pionear of Indiana.
Hannah Kingsley, mother,

Rochester, N. Y, \

A

PIONEER DAYS AT PAWNEE AGENCY. s

. Mrs. Nicholson states she is the wife of

H. C. Nicholson, .the first Indian trader at Pawnee

Indian Agensy, Pawnee, Oklahome. After her musriage

to Mr. Nicholson, they were located at Arkansas City,

EKansas, where President Cleveland,during his first

term as President, appointed Mr. Nicholson as the Indian

trader for Pawnee, Oklahama.

)

They -made the trip from Arkansas City, Kansas, -

to Pawnee by stage coach, which was used to carry
Ry

United .§tateé mil, and passengers. All suppli'es‘w'e‘re

. . J
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freighted in by the ragon_ trail as _thare were no railroads
closer than Arlcansss City. '
o AT The i‘%Qe ooaoh on which they made the trip was

m*zsn by F:rank ;mm-son. When they reached the Blagk

Bear Croek, near Pawneeﬂ,‘ there was no bridge ner feri'y

and they had tofford it. The recent rains had ceused the

water to rise ani th; poniea‘had to swim, which caused the -

coach to flo‘at. The d.rivu"(Mr. Anderson) told her- not %o ‘

get alarmed, that the ponies vmxl;i f?ake them safaly tk‘njough

as they had done so many times. Aft;rrwar;is_‘he c_omr;ented,on

\ger bravery, sitting the rs homing her four months old baby'
- am never uttertng a word. She ‘sald ‘there was su;-h a thrill

in the work they were ent_ering thet she had ne thought of <l
. fear. ‘
’ .At Pawnce they stayed a Tew da:,s’ with Mrs. ’Fra'nl‘:' Gaddis
(a missionary representing the Presbyterian Churah) until,
their -house wa.a made reaciy fgr' them, It was uilt of loga
and conaiated of two rooms with a shed on one side.’ ;t- is
‘now at the Pawnee Bill's Trading I"o:st, as a relio

~ There weére only a fev uhite people located there at

tl}is time. Maloom McKenzie was the clerk in charge, and
. . A . !
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Dr. Hester, from Kentuoky, had been appointed as the
Agency Doctor. Frank Swartz was f:he interpreter, and
later he operated a store.at Red Rock, Oklahoma. rrank
McDaixield, a> carpenter, was bullding the homes for the .
white people. A Mr. Davis operated a boarding hrouse, go‘\ that =
these together with the missionary, and the agent o mposed
the white colony. The Indians were the Pawnees, and they
were divided into four groups;, known as, Péw?néiverats,
Skeedees, Kitkahook and Chou‘ee‘. Each group had a nig onief.
Rrank W;xite was the Chief of the Skeedées, but sl_:e could not
regall the Chiefs of ‘r:he others although she might give them
later, if needed.

The school building that was built at that time is

still in use; aend ranains the same now as it was then.

. The church work was done by missionaries,

When the Santa Fe.Rajlroad-was built south from
Arkansas City, Mrs. Nicholson was a passenger on the first
train., She left the train at. Red Rock ana took the Stage
Coach on to Pawnee. 'Mr. Glazier was the first o nductor
on this train, apd ¢harliei Mnor was the agent st Red Roak,

at that time.
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When there were any sogial gatherings or church
meetings th® women would ride in ‘t‘he hack which was owned
by Mra;. Gaddis, the missiomry. _<here was réom in this '
for fowr ar fi’?i'e wanen and their bab‘ies; The men would
ride horseback elong_side of ths lmck. "he roads or
trails were rough and diffiocult to drive over out all

seemed to enjoy the msetings, and events.



