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This report made on (date) j a r m a P v m

ivl. X*ftf f .

2. Port Office .^drr«ss

3. Recidcnce address (or loc^ti^n)

1. DATS OF'BTATH: Month ^icust. Day i f i. Yoar

5. Pla-e of bir th i iMnnis

?./'Name of Mother Jualissie Armstrong Place of bir th

Cf--jr infcrTnatior h'r->ut mother aousewife. '

6. Npie of Father iieetlRy oornftll Place of b i r th
/

/Other I m' orinat ion about father

i\Tote." or cjinpKt'j niirrativc by the i":3ld worker dealing v;ith thu l i f e and
c-tory of the , tr-on iinl-jrvie.7od. P,cf-r to Manuil for su/r^cstod puojeefs
and ;|ue. t ionc. Continue on blanl: shet-tr if nocoss'iry and attach firirly to
-his form, Kujr.bcr of sheets cttich^d ± • •
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Ruby Wolfenbarger,
I n v e s t i g a t o r . •
January 10, 1938.

Interview with Li ly M.Neff
Sen t ine l , Oklahoma

Born August 16, 1867
Faiiier-Westley Cornel l

Mother-Malissie Armstrong.

' I was born in the state of I l l ino i s , .august 16, 1867.

I moved to Texas with my parents when I was very young. In

18B9, when th» Territory was opened to- homesteaders, my

husband wanted to come up Imre and get land; at thnt time we

w°re doing well in Texas and I didn't want to sel l out and make

the change. I had also hoard stories about the Indians and I

was just a l i t t l e afraid to corns up--hpre, but in 1892, we de-

cided'to mak* thp move and some of our neighbors wanted to

come with us. vfe had two wagons and about twenty head of cat-

t ie . There were six other wagons making th> t r i p . The weather

was extra cold and th* l i t t l e children ajid some of the older •

women suffered with cold and a woman v.as taken with pneumonia,

and was vpry sick during th*> t r i p . We, w=>re on the road about

eighteen days- as .we ha"ti to take our time, couldn't find the

roads and had to hunt wat^r for th° «tock. We also had to ""

bring^ f*ed for the catt le and horses.
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I« located «n«ar uincan wRere my husband got a f ive

y«=>ar lease from the -i-ndians. »a had to improve th<» l e a s e . "^--^

»>e bui}.t a one room log house, WP cut th« lo^js from around

thp l<=»ase* rtp had to put up a brush fence, t h a t i s , around

our garden but we l » t our s tack run IOOSP. xhe f i r s t year

we planted corn and oa t s and the stock brpke through and

got our f i r s t crop, i t d i d n ' t amount to very much as the

so i l was new and had not been cu l t i va t ed enough to grow any

thing, xhe re was much wild game afound th<*re and a l so many

fish in the streams of water . >«e d i d n ' t get to go to town

but about once a month arid th«» me* worked out to help with

th<* family as money was very scarce in the e a r l y day. «e

stayed there about four y«ars , our lease wasn ' t up u n t i l the

next year but wp traded th<=> lease to a man for a good pony.

I
in April my husband brought a family up h*=»re »to the western.

part and while here he went to Cloud ohief and f i l ed on- one-

hundred s i x t y ac re s , two miles north of- '-^entinel. while

here he b u i l t a sod house, twelve by si-xteen.for us t o l i v e

in; the room had one window and a hard . d i r t . f loor, m

August,1898, we moved to our new home, xhe country was not
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l ike t ha t around our old Indian lease for up nerp i t

seemed as i f WP wpre a l l alone as our npures-t neighbor

was about five miles away, xhere WPTP many r a t t l e s n a k e s ,

coyotes. som° dper and sometimes <i panther would PdSS-

through th*> .country, xhe children werp afraid to get out

of th«» house.

we- had to cut ana haul our wood from the ; iowa

country and sometimes the j-ndians wouldn't le t tr.e men get

the wood without pay or without giving tnpin a Deef-. We

got our drinking warter from the creek, wh'ich was about

five mil^s away, xh^ second y«ar that we lived 'there

,-.e dug a well. «»e didn't do much farming the

f i rs t y^ar as my husband had to work out to make money to

improve our place, ne was a. carpenter by trade, *i» cut •

w;od and hauled i t for our neighbors and also did^ farm

work such as plowing and clearing the land. The second

year we built a two room faame house, "e went to -mountain

View and got our lumber and na i l s . «e also put out a

large orchard of peach, ,apple, plpn and oth<=>r fruit trees,

'f'e got our trees f'rom xexas. we got our groceries dt
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Weatherford and ^uncan u n t i l a f t e r liObart w.s s e t t l e d i n

1902 then we got our sup l i e s t h e r e . We had a smal l

school a t r o r t l a n d , out the f i r s t two y°ii*£ t h a t we l ived

here we d i d n ' t have any school as people wer* t oo poor t o

send t h e i r ch i l d r en to school or to bu i ld a school house.

«e went to church and ^^unday school when we could and t h a t

was not very o f t e n . «* l ived a hard l i f e , worked hard and

had few p l e a s u r e s in the e a r l y t iroes, in about 1919, i

was offered S P 1 6 , 0 0 0 . 0 0 for ray farjji,but x did not want to

s e l i ; l a t o r i was forced to s e l l a d i only got $8,000.00

for my farm. J. sppnt tne g r e a t e r p a r t of my l i f e out

t h e r e . «e p ionee r s worked hard to iaaK» a homp for our

ch i ld ren , but we enjoyed i t a l * very much al though we

faced many ha rdsh ips and dangerous t imes .


