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Interview with Lily M.Neff
Sentinel, Oklahoms
Born augist 16, 1867
Father-fWestley Cornsll
Mother-balissie armstrong.

- I was born in the state of Illinois, august 16, 1867,
I moved to Texas with my parénts when I was very-young. 1In
1889, when the Territory was opened te homesieaders, my
husband wanted to come up here and get land; 4t that time we
were doing well in Texa; and I didn't want to sell out and make
the chunge. I had also heard stordies about the Ind}Ans and I
was Just a little afraid to come up~here, but in 1892, we de-
cided-to make the move and soﬁe of our neighbors wanted EO
come with us. We had two wagons agd about t;enty head of cat-
tle. Thsre were six other wagons making the trip. The weather.
was extra cold and the little childfen and some of the older -
women suffered with cold and a woman vas taken with pnewmonia,
and vas very sick during the trip. Wa.ware>oq the road about
eighteen days as we hd4d to take our time, é?uldn't find thé
roads and had to huht water for tiie &tock. We also had to .

bring fead for the cattle and horses.

-~
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We located -near wuncan were my husband got a five

year lease from the indians. we had to improve the lease.&"\x\

-

T~

ne built a one room log house, we cut the logs from around
the lease. e had to put up a brush fenCe; that is, around

{ .
our garden but we let our stock run loose. 1he first yesar

we planted cgfn and oats and ¥he stockx brpke through and

got our first crop., 41t didn't amoﬁnt\to very much as the
soil wus new and had not heen cultivated enough to grow any
thing. 1here was much wiid game around there and also many
fish in the streams of water. se didn't get tﬁ go to town
but sbout onca a month and the mef worked out to help with
the family &s money was very scarce iﬁ the early dgy. Ve
staysd there agout four years, oﬁr lease wasn't up until the

next year but we trad~d the lease to a man for a good pony.

. |
{

in April my husband brought a family up horefto the wnstefn.
part and while here he wemt to Cloud vhief and filed on- one-

‘ ﬁundred sixty acres, two miles north oﬁtoentinel. while
hers he built a sod house.\tWe}ve by sixteen,for us to live
in; the room had one window and u hqrd,dirt‘floor. in

August, 1898, wa moved to our new homs. ihe country was not
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like that around our oid indian lease for up nere iv

o
saemed as if we Were «ll alone as our neurest nTighbor
was about five miles away. ihere were many rattlesnakes,

coyotes, some deer and sometimes « panther WOUld,pdSS~

)

through the country. +he chiidren were afraid to get out
of the house.

ne~ had to cut and haul our wood from the :iowa .

-

country and soietimes the indians wouldn't let tre men get
the wood without pay or without giving tnem a beef. We
got our drinking water from the creek, which was about .

five miles away. she second yoar that we lived ‘there

€

aa dug a well. we didn't do much farming the

+

first year as my husband had to work pht to make money‘to

improve our place. ne was a,carpente£ by irade, h; ;ﬁt'
wrod and hauled it for our n;ighbofs and also did farm
work such as plowing and clearing thé.land. ,fhe seqoné‘
year we built s two room fmame house. e went to .ountain
View and got our luwber and nails. we also pu£ out a
large orchhrd of peach;;apple, plum‘édd other fruit trees. -

s

e got our trees from iexas. we.got our groceries at
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Weatherford and ~uncan until after ..obart w.s sattled in
1902 than we got our sup lies thare. We had a small ’
school at rortland, out the first two y~irs that we lived
here we didn't have any school as pecple ware t00 poor to
gend their children to school or to build = school house.
we went to church and wunday school when we could and that
was not very often., e lived a hard life, worked hard and
had few pleasures in the early tines, in aboﬁt 191¢, 4«
was offered ¢16,000.00 for my rarm,but + did not want to
8sli; later i was forced to sell a d + only got $8,000,00
. for my farm. 1 Sp9n£ tne greater part of my life out
there. we ploneers warked Hard to max» a home for our

childrer, but we enjoyed it al. very much although we

faced many hardships and dangerous times.
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