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NEELEY, RACHEL, INTERVIEW, 2013

Fi id Worker!s name IAa B. Lankford

e

i ‘ ‘- .
Tyis rcport made on Adate) =~ October 27 1937

1, Name Rachg( Neelsy

P ! :
2. Trost Orfic¢g Address Comdell, Okl shoma

3. Residenc¢ addréss (or location) Bast Hill Addition

4, DATZ OF BIRTH: Month November Day 10 Year 1881
54 /of birth Archer County, Texas
84 e of Fathér Bill Neeley Place of pirth Ft. Smith,
. ) Arken sas
Othcr infcrmation atout father Farmer
Nemz of Mother _Margaret #hite Phrace of birth Missouri

. N
S ]
. -

Otner information about mother Housewife

e

Notes or complite narrative by the Tield worker dealing with the life and
story of the uverson interviewed. Rofer to Manual for suyiecstod subjects
and questions, Continue on blank shects if nmccessary and attach firmly to
this formes Nbmber of sn:ets attazhed 4 .
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Interview with Rachel leelewy,
sast Hill addition, .Cordell, Oklehima.

de came from dichita County, Texuas, October, 1l8c9. ae

e

brought two wagons load‘ed .ith household Zurniture and were

on tie roed Tive dayse. Settled on & furm®one milg .e:t and

‘e helf south of Cordell near Center Point Scnoole ™

#e lived in a sod housej our chiicken nouse gas also of

3
-

sod end a erid was made of poles. ' >

)

The Tirst yeer my father and ~e childrepg went to Duncan

.
to pick cotton. The secoMi yerr was 1390, we madg & frir
crop of cciton, cane znd corn. larkets wers et Duncan, Indian -
Territory, end Vernon, Texes. w«e sold our cection_for § and 9

R

cents per pound.

.

It wes vory cold in the +inter time and we milked nine
céws ana took cars c{ them besides the horsss end hogs.

In'lagl, my father went to Vernon, Texas, to vork in the
hervest. He brought our clothes ,food and materials beck rith
himy Cur dresses .ere gingﬁam end .eavy sialrting.

Mérch 4, 1899, the giggest prairie fire and sand storm /

cu8. .e plowed around our. zugout, chicken house, crib and

feed| stacks.
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After I was married,we lived one mile wnd 2 half éest
of Cordsll. My husband worked at the gin. I took care of-
the first crop e nade. . Ly kusbe..d hired ¢ man To vresk the
sor. and -‘aile he vus doi.g t.is I stwrgzned e stick, punched
holes in the ground arnd droppsd ti:e cotton sesd into the
holes and steppzd on it to cover t.e seed. I .ould tie wmy
baby on the bed znd lecve her Tor twe nours 8t 2 time _..d never

% ,
seékh r while I was working in the fizld.

Cur hog pehs sere dug into tbe banks of the cresk and
siats rut in cthe front of them 2nd I car.i.d wster ior =2leven
head of hogs every morﬁin; cnd nirht. e

We would dig a hole in the ground put poles in the hole,

drop our turnips, beets and potatoes in the hole,cover with
straw-then with sod. We put bean; and okra on a string,
put our plums in a keg end weighted the top., We canned
berries in bottles and sealed the bottles with sealing

wax. We perched wheet for coffee, our corn bread and
cereal were made out of kaffiz corn. We would get 5 cents
a dozen for eggs and 5 cents a pound for dbutter,

Crowds wquld_gapher and have singings. I went to

one candy;ﬁfeakiﬁé)glso t;Zbig dialogue. Bugford and

.
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Center Point schools were our meeting place for entertainment.
. Our beds 'Z:ensist:ed of poles and slats and the:,tic};ewerr'e
stretched over the slats with no mattress nor ahee/ts. My first
baby was born on this kind of bed.

The first move we mpde was done on horse-’oa&k". After our
move my husband swapped my éun for two bedstea/d’s, three ‘c'omforts,
four chairs, é rocking chair, a small cook s¥ove and a straw
tick, then I traded my saddle for a bushe} of sweet potatoes
and a roéster. . | . /

a store

H. D. Young had/one and 2 half wiiles east of Lew Gordell.
The groceries drygoods end post office were all in the same
building. TFildie Smith ran the post office. This new Cordell
was all sage gress, rabbitsf quails, prziris chi:ckens and I
saw two mountain lions.

We had lots of skunks, snakes, centipsdes and fleas.
The fleas were called Indian fless and the skunks were called
"stim" skunks.

The Indians were nice and kind excepting one time whem
they killed Bill Breeding and burnt him, During this time
there was a large group housed at John Rentels' house for

four aays and nighte until the soldiers from Fort Sill could
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come end quiet the In@ians;.

There were also several saloons during this old period
but I have mever secen as msny drunks as l:have today.'

I have seen new Cordell when there was only one house
and saw old Cordell burn and new Cordeil rebuilt. Gord;ll
burnt in about 1900, ~ o R v

ﬁy firat writing ink was indigo and my husband gathered

little balls off of trees that had blue water in them and he

used the Water for ink,

e
<

In meking our first beds we used to burrow holes back

~

in the walls of the dugout and put large poles in the holes,'
then lay smaller poles on the larger ones and put the ticks
on the smallJpoles.

- Ye raisdad a family of ten childreq}enduring all the

hardships of |those early days and we are now living in a

dugout, located in the East Hill addition of new Cordell,



