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FWld Worker's name IflS. B. Lanicford

Tttis report made on / d a t e ) October 27 193_7_

1, Name Rachel Kfeeleyz
2. Post Office Add.rc.ss Cqiflell, Oklahoma

3. Residence! address (or location) Saat Hill Addition

J '• ' ' '
4. DATS OW BIRTH:1 Month Hovember Day 10 Year 1881

/
5. Place/of bir th Archer County, Texas

6. N/toe of Father Bi l l Neeley Place of Dirth Ft. Smith,

, Arkaa sas
/ Other information about father Farmer

7/ Name of Mother Margaret Whito Place of birth Missouri
/

Other information about mother Housewife

Notes or corr.plt.te n a r r a t i v e by the f i e l d worker dea l ing with the l i f e and
story of the lierson interviewed. Rofcr to Manual f o r su^rostcd subjec ts
and ques t ions . Continue on blank shrotr- if necessary and a t t ach firmly to
this form. Number of sneets a t tached 4 .
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Interview with Rachel Ueele-y,
jiast Hi l l addit ion, .Oordell, Okl&hcrna.

(Ve came from Wichita County, Texas, October, 1639. lie

brought two wagons loaded ., i th household furniture and r.ere

on th a road five days. Set t led on a f urn f* one iffil^ ..est and

'a ht-lf south of Cordell near Center PoiMt dcnool. "*

• ,ie lived in a sod house', our chicken nous* .^as also of

sod and a crib was made of poles . _ ^

The f i r s t year my father and .ve children^ went to Duncan

to pick cotton.' Fne secOtfi yetr was 1690, we made^a f -- ir

crop of cotton, cane and corn. Llarkets were at Duncan, Indian '

Territory, and Vernon, Texas. .<e sold our cotton for 5 and 9

cents per pound. "* ~

I t was vjry cold in the -.inter time,and we milked nine

cows ana took care cf them^ besides the horses and hogs.

In 1391, my father went to Vernon, Texas, t o vork in the

harvest. He brought our clothes ,food and materials back vith

hio^ Cur dresses -ere gingham and ..eavy sn i r t i ng .

March 4, 1899, the biggest p ra i r i e f i r e and sand storm /

.e plowed around our. dugout, chicken house, c r ib and

feedl stacks.
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After I was married,we lived one mile and a half v/est

of Cordell. My husband worked at the gin* I took care of-

the first crop \.e oade. . liy irasb&..d hired e man to break the

so-, and -nile he vcs doi..g t .is I siivrpjsned a stick, punched

holes in the ground and dropped the cotton seod into the

holas and stepped on it to cover t^e seed. I ould tie my

baby on the bed and leave her for two -hours at a tirae .^d never

see h r while I was working in the field.

Cur hog pans .vere diig into the banks of the creak and -

slats put in zhe front of them and I car.i.d water ior eleven

head of hog3 every morninj :nd nirht. *

We would dig a hole in the ground^ put poles in the hole,

drop our turnips, beets and potatoes in the hole, cover with

straw'then with sod* We put beans and okra on a string,

put our plums in a keg end weighted the top. We canned

berries in bottles and sealed the bottles with sealing

wax. We p&rched wheat for coffee, our corn bread and

cereal were made out of kaf-fir corn. We would get 5 cents

a dozen for eggs and 5 cents a pound for butter.

Crowds would gather and have singings. I went to
a

one candy:'breaking also to/big dialogue. Bugford and
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Center Point schools were our meeting place for entertainment.

Our beds consisted of poles and slats an.d the; ticks* were

stretched over the slats with no mattress nor shee/ts. My f i r s t
t

baby was born on th is kind of bed.

•She f i r s t move we ifede was done on horse-back*. After our

move my husband swapped my gun for two bedstead's, three comforts,

four chairs, a rocking chair, a small cook store' and a straw

tick, then I traded my saddle for a bushel of sweet potatoes

and a rooster. . /
V— a store

H. D. Young hajd/one and a half iiiles east of r*tw Gordell.

The groceries, drygoods and post office were a l l in the same

building, l i ld ie Sn$th ran tha post office. This new Cordell

was all sage grass, rabbits, quails, pr&irie chickens and I

saw two mountain l ions.

?te had lots of skunks, snakes, centipedes and f leas.

The fleas were called Indian fleas and the skunks were called

"stim" skunks.

The Indians were nice and kind, excepting one time when

they killed Bill Breeding and burnt him. During this time

there was a large group housed at John Rentals* house for -

four days and nights unti l the soldiers from Jort S i l l could
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come and quiet the Indians* .

There were also several saloons during this old period

but I have -never seen as many drunks as I -have today.

I have seen now Cordell when there .was only one house

and saw old Cordell burn and new Cordell rebuilt. Oordell

burnt in about 1900* *. w

My fir&t writing ink was indigo and my husband gathered

little balls off of trees that had blue water in them and he

used the water for ink, . ,
4

In making our f i r s t beds we used to burrow holes back

in the walls of the dugout and put l a rge poles in the h o l e s , -

then lay smaller poles on the l a rge r ones and put the t i c k s

on the small poles,

•' We raisejd a family of ten chi ldren enduring a l l the

hardships of Ithose e a r l y days and we are now l i v i n g in a

dugout, loca ted in the East H i l l Addition of ntw Gorde l l .


