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iField Worker's name Mildred B. McFarland,

I This report made on (date) October 1, 1957

Name- Mrs. Mary Elizabeth Nave,

2. Post O:.!"ice Address Edmond, Oklahoma

3» Residence address (or location) 527 fl 1st,

4. DATE OF BIRTH: Month Mar eh Day g4. Year 13.68

5. Place of b i r t h Highland, Kansas

6. Name of Father Pleasant Johnson Place of b i r t h
Tennessee

Other information about fa ther Hay 5, 1835

7, Name of Mother Cora Kirk Johnson Plaoe of b i n .
Tennessee

Other information about mother January 9, 1330

Notes or complete nar ra t ive by the f ie ld worker dealing with the l i f e and
story of the lerson interviewed. Refer to Manual fo r suggested subjects
and questions. ' Continue on blank sheets if necessary and a t tach firmly to
this form. Number of sheets attached ' • •
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Field Worker, Mildred B. "McFarland,
October 1, 1937,

Interview with Mary Elizabeth Nav«,
Edmond, Oklahoma.

I l ived with my husband and l i t t l e g i r l on a farm

near Maysville, Missour i , u n t i l 1989. In 1890, j u s t

one year a f t e r the opening of Oklahoma, came here

with a wagon t r a i n . ' There were five fami l ies and five

covered wagons in our group. We were three weeks on

the way. We had qui te a l o t of fun camping on the

way, but almost froze, to death, as i t was in the month

of December.

fle l e f t the wagon t r a i n a t a post off ice cal led

Matha8on, no longer in ex i s tence .

tfe bought a rfclinquishment on a claim ten mi les

west and th ree miles nor th of Edmond. Thert wera two

small one-room adobe houses on the p l ace . They were

ju s t a few fee t apa r t so we used one for a bedroom

and the other one for a k i t chen . There was no furn i -

ture so we hed to cu t down t r e e s and s p l i t them to
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meke what we needed. We made our bed of three- inch

poles for posts and side r a i l i n g s . We na i l ed small

poles on for s l a t s . Our mat t ress was made of s t raw.

Our table was made of s p l i t logs and we used boxes

for cha i r s , fie made shelves across the corner of the

room for our supplies and d i shes . We had brought a

small camp stov$ with u s . The f loors were hard

packed d i r t . When i t rained the roof leaked so badly

the f loors would become muddy, and i t took almost a

week for them to dry out and pack down again . The

ra t t l e snakes and centipedes were so th ick tha t they

would often drop to the floor from t h e c e i l i n g .

We l ived almost e igh t months on tu rn ips and.

corn bread.. #e cou ldn ' t afford to buy coffee so we

drank the hot broth off the t u r n i p s . My husband gather-

ed corn for a, man about ten miles from u s . He took h i s

pay in corn. We had par t of i t ground in to cornmeal

fer "bread. Our neighbors gave us about f i f teen bushels

of turnips and that and corn bread was our main food

u n t i l our crops were ready to ha rves t .
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There was a c l ea r , cold spring on our place and

we used tha t for about f ive y e a r s . Our house a t tha t

tine was about in the center of the one hundred and s i x t y

a c r e s . He b u i l t a one-room freme house on the eas te rn .

boundary l i ne and then had a well dug. About th ree -

quar ters of a mile southeast of us was a post o f f ice .

Mr. B i l l i e t h i s t l e s l ived the re . The mail was de l ivered

to him from Edmond twice a week. All the neighbors went

there on the specif ied days for t h e i r ma i l .

In 1893 my father came from Nebraska to l i v e with

u s . He died in 1902 and i s buried a t Twin Mounds Ceme-

te ry , f ive and one-half miles nor theas t of Mounds,

Oklahoma.

There were several buffalo wallows on our p lace .

The Old Chisholm Tra i l was jus t west of u s . We t raveled

over i t qui te a l o t . I t was very wide with deep r u t s

made by wagons. Several years a f t e r we b u i l t our new

house, a post off ice was erected two and one-half mi les

north of u s . I t was ca l led Lockridge. I t i"s not used

any more and I don ' t know whether the bu i ld ing s t i l l

stands or no t .
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I made a l l my own ca rpe t s and rugs . One winter my

husband was not well and he was home qui te a l o t . I

had quite a few orders for rag c a r p e t s . That .Vinter

he and I wove seventeen hundred yards of ca rpe t , for

which we received ten cents a yard.

I made and sold b u t t e r and sold eggs to keep us in

flour.

Our f i r s t crop was cotton and ofits. The fourth

year we didn ' t ra i se anything. There was a t e r r ib le

drouth the t year. I went out in the fields with my

husband and plowed right along with him. tfe worked

awfully hard, but were very happy working together.When

my l i t t l e g i r l was five she picked twenty-five pounds

of cotton a day. tfe paid her for i t and with her

f i r s t money she boughj; a l i t t l e pair of red shoes.

That year I had my f i r s t new dress in sevenal

years. I t took fourteen yards for one dress. The

skir t was very ful l and long., I t had mutton leg

sleeves, a wasp waist and high t ight neck.
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flhen we wanted to go somewhere we hitched two

mules to the farm wagon. We always"put our bed in

the wagon to sleep on for i t took two days or more

to get anywhere.

There was a small creek on our place with plenty

of f ish. I t was called "Dry Creek." There was a
of v.-ater

large hole that always stayed ful l /s id was about four

feet deep. The bottom was solid rock, and i t was

always clear . Churches-of a l l denominations would

uae i t for baptizing..

In the early car t of 1908, we moved to Edmond

and bought the ground where I now l i v e . I sold the

farm soon afterwards.

Mr. Nave died in 1917.


