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1. Name Mra, W. J . Heal

2. Post office Address Mangum, Oklahoma

3. Residence address (or loca t ion ) 2 1 7 W e a t p i e r c e

4. DATS 0? T3IRTH: Vor.th __£^y Day ^ Year 1864

5. place of bir th Florence, Alabama

6; " "ame of Fa th4 Fran3c Bulls

I r

place'of b i n h Alabama

Other ihf-r\a«.i-.-r ab.ut fgx.h--jr
4

I r7. ' >ame of rather Hernan
p l a c e o f b i r t h

Alabaaa

Qtherf information about mothers;

Totes' of c o ^ l e t e narrat ive by "the field worker dealing with the
<li!e and story of the person interviewed. Refer t^ Manual fftr
suggested s^bjjects auc qut-.at-ions. ... Continue en blank sheets if
hecjesRafry;,,and attach firmly to t h i s fern. Number of sheets
attached * x ' 4 .
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Interview with Mrs. W. J . Keal ,
217 West P i e r c e , Mangum, Oklahoma

Mrs, W. J , Keal of Mangum, i s the only pioneer c i t i zen

who has the d i s t i n c t i o n of having four sons who are a l so

pioneers of Greer County,

Edgar and Fred were born in Hopkins County, Texas,

and made the t r i p here with t h e i r paren ts in 188€U Bruce

and Jim were born on a farm near A l tu s .

Mr. and Mrs. Keal pand her p a r e n t s , Mr., and Mrs.

F. B. Bu l l s , came to Greer County to set-tle on a-claim a

mile east and two mil6s south of the present s i t e of the

town of Al tus . There was-no town of Altus a t tha t tixr.e.

T-he Neal family and t h e Bulls family remained

there s i x y e a r s . Ihen they re turned to Texas and came'

back .to Greer County to s e t t l e " a ^ Vin'son. (Vinson i s

now in Harmon County - E d i t o r ) .

The Keal family remained a,t Vinson u n t i l 1911,

and l a t e r l ived a t J e s t e r and Haster in Greer County.

„ They, moved t o Mangum in 1918.

F. B.. Bu l l s , f a ther of Mrs. Keal , was pub l i she r

of the Greer County News a t Old. F raz ie r in 1891. He and-

. C. 8. Stubbs es tab l i shed the newspaper a t the f r o n t i e r

settlement and operated the plant for Tour years #
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Mrs. Heal has a copy of the eight column, newspaper

which she ran through the Washington hand press he r se l f ,

l a t e r , Mr. Bul ls disposed of h i s plant to l&jo r A. M. Daw-

son of Mangum. <* L

Mrs. Neal has a vivid recollection of the flood

which swept Old Frazier away on June 4th, 1891. The vic in-

ity had been floodTed with to r ren t i a l ra ins for several

days prior to the flood and on the night of June 4th, r e s i -

dents recal l four different cloudbursts. Heavy cottonwood

trees which had been uprooted ,dammed up Salt Fork River

near Martha and turned the r iver into Bi t te r Greek where

/ the floodwaters inundated the section.
/ ;'
/

< One s e t t l e r in the town drove a wagon through the

swirling waters to rescue a family of eight . He returned

on horseback for a g i r l ; but" horse, g i r l and reaouor were

drowned on the return t r i p .

Although Mrs. Ne>al lived on the high ground south

of Alt'us, water rose from three to four feet deep in homes

of th6 neighborhood. Set t le rs who lived in dugouts found

their abodes full of water and were obliged to bai l out

their, homes af te r the flood.

After a cowboy had ki l led an Indian near Werren
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the white s e t t l e r s were fearful the Kiowa. and Comanche t r ibes

would at tack them in revenge, and one night.during the Indian

scare/Mrs. Neal' saw a burning building from her window and

believed that the threatened Indian raid was in progress.

However, i t was learned next day that the school house had

r' burned.

A group of s e t t l e r s went to the Indian Reservation

to seek peace with Chief lone Wolf-who promised that none
/ 'of his tribesmen would take part in any raid*

Times were/hard in 'the* early days but earlyday

set t lers had cowhand chickens and -so managed to survive

the lean period© of the drought.

Set ' t l / rs traded at Vernon or Quanah; these towns

served newcomers throughout th i s section.

One day "a vicious cow attacked Mrs. Neal as she •

. was going to the house. She managed to escape but the

animal then attacked her husband who took refuge in a

wagon. The family bulldog then came to the rescue, and

grabbed the ania»l by the nose. The cow turned fXe& on /

her.back and gave a pioneer exhibition-of bull-dogging.

* - . One season, the Red River, the Elm River and
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Sal t Sork were a l l •'up1* and no t r i p to Quanah o r Yernon

could-be made for p rov i s ions , ^Supplies were running shor t ,

but the Heal family managed1 to have enough to ea t u n t i l the

floodwafcers subsided.

. . Many s e t t l e r s had t h e i r wheat made into whole wheat

e*flo#r.at Vernoa but l a t e r t raded the g ra in for the f in ished

product.

Diversions of the s e t t l e r s were dances and Sunday '

evening singing meet ings. -

Mr. Neal was sometimes asked to play the violin,

in an orches t ra for some soc ia l event•-

/* .


