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. Interview with Mrs. #. J. Neal,
217 West Pierce, Mangum, Oklshoma

[}

Mrs. W. J, Neal of Mg'ngum;is the only pioneer citjzen
who has the distinction of&having four -sons who are also ]
pioneers of Greer County.

Edgar and Fred were born in Hopkins County, Texas,
and made the trip here with their parents in 1888, Bruce

end Jim were born on & farm near Altus. -
Mr. and Mrs. Neal 2and her'parents, Mr. and Mrs.
F. B. Bulls, came to Greer County to setile on a-claim &
mile sast and two mil€s south of the present site of the
town of Altus. Ther;s'was-no town '<’>f .Alt,us at that tine.
The Neal famih‘r and the Bulls family renminfyd
there six years. Then they returned to Texss and came-
back to Greer County to sett]:aﬁ"\?in’son. ' (Vinson is%
now in Harmon County - Editor).
| The Neal femily remained at Vinson until 1911,
end later lived at ‘l:ester and Hsster in Greer County.
. They moved to Mangum in 1918. ' . :
F. B. Bulls, father of Mrs. Nesl, was publisher ‘
of the Greer County News at 0ld Frazier in 1891. He and:
C. B. Stubbs established the’newspap.er at the frontier

settlement and operated the plant for four years,
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Mrs. Neal has & copy of the eight column newspaper
which she r&n through the ¥ashington hand press herself.
Iater, Mr. Bulls disposed cf his plant to Major A, M. Daw-

son 0f Mangum, ~ <

~

Mrs, Neal has a vivid recollection of the flood
which swept 0ld Frazier away on June 4th, 1891i. The vicin-

ity bad been flooded with torrential rains for-several

[ad

days prior to the flood and on the night of June 4th, resi-

~

dents recall four different cloudbursts. Heavy cottonwood
trees which had been uprooted dammed up Salt Fork River

_near Martha and turned the river into Bitter Creek where

~

the floodwaters inundated the section. J

*

» One settler in the town drove & wagon through the
swirling wateTs to rescue a family of ‘eight. He returned

on horseback for & girl; but” horse, girl'and resouaer were
' ' [N

drowned on the return trip.

-

Although Mrs. Neal lived on the high ground south
of Altus, water rose from three to four feet deep in homes

of the neighborhood. Settlers who lived in dugouts found
; .o

their abodes full of weter and wq}e obliged to bail out

. their homes after the flood.

i

After a cowboy had killdd an Indian near Warren
7.
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the white settlers were fearful the Kiowg and Gomanc._he: tribes

would attack them in revenge and one night duriung the Indien

Ve

irs . Neal saw a burning building from her window and

~ o

ieved that the threatened Indian raid wes in progress.
However, it was learned next day tha"t; ;he school house had
burned . ] |

A group of set}tlers went to the Indian Reservation
to sesk pesce with‘Chiaf Lone Wolf-who promised that none
of his tribesmen wou d/take paﬁrt in any reid,
lTir’nes wers /hdrd in the early &gys but earlyday

gettlers had cowg and chickens end .so mansged to survive

of the drought..

Settlprs traded at Vernon or Quanah; these towns

served newcy{ners throughout this section.

~
.

-~

One day & vicious cow attacked Mrs. Neal &s she

. was gc;ing to the house. She managed to escape but the )
animal then attacked her husband who took refuge in &

wagon. The family bulldog then came tc; the re’scue, and";/ ,

grabbed the animel by the nose. ‘The cow turned fla%/on /

her baeck and gave & pioneer exhil;ition~or bull;dogging. .

. - One season, the Red River, the Elm River and
’ ,‘ . /
/ . 4
-.‘f / /, N . ‘
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SaltﬂFork were all *up™ and no trip to Quanah or Vernon
could -be made for prdvisiops. Aupplies were runningashort,
but the Neal family menaged to have enough to eat until the
‘ floodv;arers subsided.
‘Many settlers had their wheat made into whole wheat
wfloyr.at Vemon but later treded the grain for the finished

o~ ~

product. / s

D,ive::ife of the settlers were dences and Sunday
evening singing meetings. ‘

Mr. Neal was sometines asked to play the violin

in ap org:hestra for some social event.- -

"l
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