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Johnson H. Hampton,
Investigator,'
Auguet 19, 1937,

In Interview with Richard Nelson,
Antlers, Oklahoma.

I was born at old McAlester on the 14th day of November,

1984; my father*s name was Simon Nelson and my mother's name

was Rebecca Nelson. My father was raised in Cedar County and

my mother was raised in Jacks Fork County. % father was elected

and served as County Judge in Cedar-County for several terms,

and was elected County Judge in Goal County, i t was called

Toba&si County in Choctaw. My parents were both raised in the

Choctaw Nation; they did not come from Mississippi. Whan. I

was a boy Father traded at Wilbur ton and sometimes at Harts-

home; these two small towns were coal mining towns and were

located on the 'Sock Island Railrotfd; old McAlester was located

west of where kcAlester is now located, the new McAlester was

named after J . J . McAlester who was* the coal baron and who

made the town of McAlester. I don't know where Father traded

before these towns were established, but most of the Indians

at that time traded at Fort Smith, so Father might hive traded
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there with the other Indians. We lived on a farm of about

twenty acres a l l in cul t ivat ion where we raised corn, peas,

and potatoes and 'had a small garden where we raised beans,

cabbage, and pumpkins and other garden vegetables. We lived

at a spring which was called Boiling Spring; i t was a good

spring and the water was cold. I t boiled a l l the time, and

I guess i t i s s t i l l that way. "e had ca t t l e , .hogs and ponies

which ran out on the range so we did-not have to feed them

then for the country was open and ful l of grass and there

was plenty of water for them.

Mother had a spinning-wheel but did not ha.ve a loom.

She would spin wool and cotton into threads then she would

knit them into socks, mittens, and nubias. Ahat^wS called

i t ; a nubia i s something that goes around the neck to keep

i t warm. Those soaks and mittens were warm for they were

thick and heavy, I don ' t know how Mother dyed them but she

would dye them with something to give them striped colors

and they looked nice^ just l ike s tore bought goods.

I saw an Indian.ball game between Jacks ' Fork County

and Geines County; they met on the ground that morning and
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before "they got the game started SOIJB of them had a fightj

they had about twenty-fi^e or t h i r t y on each side. Some

were stationed out in the middle and some of them- at each

goal so that fhen the game star ted the fight started too.

They used the butt end of the bal l s t icks for t h a t f ight .

One end had a spoon shaped cup tha t they used in catching

the bal l and the other end was the handle but they used i t

to fight with. I^-remember that my father was riding his

horse through the place where they.were playing bal l and

someone took a shot at him^and came very near, i i t t i n g him

on the head, and did hi t his hat brim r ight at his head but

missed his head. I don' t remember whether,, they finished the

game or not for i t has been a long time ago.

I have t t t ea ted several Indian meetings; they would

camp for the meeting and would, feed a l l yiho came there whether

they attended the meeting or noti and their food was free to

a l l who came there. They would k i l l hogs and beef and buy

plenty of flour and coffee and sugar and then would go and

camp. There would be several camps at those meetings'f the

different churches would camp and feed the people, and I have
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at tended some Ind ian " c r i e s " , . I d id not want -to go i o them

for i t was too se r ious t o me so I "would not go to them o f t e n .

I did not know of any Indian Agency before m e Dawes

Commission was crea ted arid s e n t down here to nego t i a t e w i th

the Choctaws, looking forward to d i v i d i n g t h e i r jland in sever -
r

alty which was called the Atoke Agreement. Thev finally made

this agreement some time in 1898, then the Ghojetaws had a vote
' / ' " • . . / /

on i t and ^dopted i t the same year", we then ejirolled,' after
J

that thenisoae time in 1902,the Curtis Act olfine out which super-
seded the; Atoka Agreement1,then we" had to voj/e on it , "That i s

/ ' S i

where we/had a fight, but i t was adopted by/ the majority of

the Choptaw vote so we had to take our allotments under that

act ant in 1903 we began to take-our allotments. After we had

taken Jbur allotments I fbund out that *we Bad an A-̂ ency f̂or a l l

of ou£ papers came out of Muskogee# Wo night have had an agency
if

to this time or i t might have hern that I just had never

hearft of i t . I understand that i t is Jelled Union Agency^

covering the Five Civilised Tribes,

We had our f i rs t payment sane tjtine in 1893; that money

paid out by the Choc taw o^ficial^ i t was the $103,00
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paymen/t. vPhen we did not get any payments u n t i l a f te r S t a t e -

hood £nd thten we got seve ra l payments and the l a s t payment we

got i»a8 $10.00. we haven ' t got ten any more payments s i n c e .

/ I went to school a t a neighborhood school for a few

year s . The neighborhood school I went to a t t ha t time has

been out of existence for a number of j - ea ra , I went to

3trong Academy which was maintained by the Government a t .

' the time I weivfc to t h i s school but si-noe t h a t time t h i s school

has been burned ^own^nd the re i s no schoolhouse there now.

I can spsak English and can read and w r i t e i t but I am unable

to read and wr i te i n my own language*

I am three quar ter Choctaw Indian; my fa ther we a a f u l l

blood "and my mother was a half-breed Indian and the other half

was whi te , w'e have l ived wi th the Choctaw Tribe of Indians

a l l of our l i v e s . fa the r and mother died severa l years ago,

but I am s t i l l l i v i n g and r i g h t among my t r i b e . I now l i v e in

Ant le r s .
\


