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Intervisw with Mras. Peirl Harlow Hartung.

Pearl HaYlew Bartung, danghtor of Samuel T. and
Rachel Boydotod:&g!‘i%bom 1:( 8inclair County, Illinois,
in 1884, Her paronts movod to Missouri when she was
& ==all child, later looaﬁing in Oklahoma,

Mrs. Hartung states;

When 1 was nine yf’aré 014 my father went to old
Oklahoma to enter 'thq’;raoe at the opening of the
Cherokes Strip. In /,Baptonbii', 1893, he entered the
race, starting on the south line near Stillwater. He
staked a olaim aybut ghree and & half miles south of .
where the towngf Billings is mow located. After
£iling he ntmod to Missouri and in the Spring of
1894, he nov/d the family, which consisted of a wife

and five cl;r{].dron.

We made the move in covered wegons, bringing
.very little only what we must have to get along. Ve
the wagonpg after arriving at, the olain,ﬁntil
‘eould build a sod house, and we lived in this
for fen years, when he bought some small houses and

ouf of them built a four-ro0m house.
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The first three years wore very hard to go
through. The land had to be broken from the sod
and the crops were not very geod. Father went to
0ld Oklahoma and worked. with & thmeshing orew in
the summertime to eern money to support the fanilj‘r,
while Mother and we ohildren did the work on the
claim. After thres years my brothers were old
enough to work out and Prther stayed at the homs.

We 4id not raige sorn for uarkest for what we
raised we needed for feed; but we had some whest
to sell which only brought us about thirﬁyﬁfiva
oents & bushel, The articles we nssded to buy were

. not ¥exry expsnsive and we raised most of our living.

Pather died in 1912 end is buried in the Billinga'
coxetary. After his Geath Xthar s0ld thse farm and
noved to Perry, Oklahome, where she li.ved until her

___deeth,

At one time when I was about sixteen years old,
Mother was away and left us in charge of the home.
There was a gypsy camp about one~half mile from our

home, and ons of these women came to the houss, begging



She maw some biscuits on the table which shs wanted.
I bad & fear of her doing us harm if I refused her,
80 1 let her have them, Then she wanted a chicken,
end I tried to tell her I must wait for Mother to
come $o0 let her hive one but she took advantege of
me and caught ons and carried it away,

On another occasion & man afpeared at the house
and asked for something to eat. My brother Ceorge,
being the only one there, gave him & loaf of home- .
‘made bread. He cut it in two handing back one~half
of it, and at the same time hended Brother & dollar,
We often wondered if he was an outlaw hiding in that

gcountry.

92



