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Ida A. Iterwin / 9 0
field Worker

Interview with lira* Petirl Harlow Hartung,

BnurX He>l«w Hartung, daughter of Samuel T. and

flaohel Boydsto?, was oora in Sinclair County, I l l ino i s ,

In 1884* Bar parents cpovod to Missouri when she was

a saall child, later looatlng in Oklahoiaa.

Mrs. Bart ting states:

ihon 1 was nine years old my father went to old

Oklahoma to enter the, race at the opening^of the

Cherokee Strip» In Sept ember, 1695, he entered the

race, starting on the south line near Stillwater. Be

staked a olaim about thra© and a half miles south of

where the town of Bill ings i s now located. After

f i l ing he returned to Missouri and in the Spring of

1894, he noved the fanily, which consisted of a wife

and five children.

We made the more in covered wagons, bringing

very l i t t l e only what we must have to get along. We

lived in the wagon? after arriving at the olaim until

Hither could build a sod house, and we lived in th i s

for/ten years, when he bought some snail houses and

out of thea built a four-ro<m house*
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The f i r s t three years were very hard to go

through* The land had to be broken froa the eod

end the crops were not Tory good* Father vent to

old Oklahoma and worked, with a thsashing crew in

the su&ttertioa to eern money to support the f a n i l y ,

while Mother and we ohildren did the work on the

claim. Aftej? three years ay brothers were old

enough t o work out ax£5 Sbther stayed at. the home*

We did not rai.se oorn for market for what we

raised we needed for feed; but we had some wheat

to s e l l which only brought us about thirty&five

cents • bushel* The a r t i c l e s we needed to buy were

not t exy expensive and we raised most of our l iv ing*

Father died in 1912 and i s buried in the B i l l i n g s

coaster;* After h i s death ££>thar sold the fara and

moved to Perry, Oklahoma, where she l ived u n t i l her

^death. __

At one t i o e when I was about s ix teen years o l d ,

Mother was away and l e f t us in charge of. the home*

There was a gypey carap about one-half a i l e fron our

hoae, and one of these woaea cane to the house, begging
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She wax some biscuits on the table wbioh she wanted*

I had a fear of her doing us harm if I refused her,

so I l e t her have them* Then aha wanted a chicken,

and I tried to t e l l her 1 must wait for fcbther to

come to le t her have one but she took advantage of

m and caught one and carried i t away*

On another occasion a oan appeared at the house

and asked for something to eat* My brother George,

being the only one there, gave him a loaf of hons-

aade bread. Be.cut i t In two handing back one-half

of i t , and at the same time handed Brother a dollar*

We often wondered i f he was an outlaw hiding In that

country*


