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BIQGRAPHY FORM
WORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION
Indian-Pioneer Histgry Project for Oklahoma

Jield Worker's name aradley 3okinger

Phis report made on (date) ¥as 10 193 7

-

Name _Saphronia Naagd

Post Office Address wilburton

Residence address (or location) Ip +he cu%t edze of Jilburton City

DATE OF BIRTH: Month Detonar Day o5 Year _ 1853

Place of birth Council Fill =then in the.creek Netion

Name of Father Caeprie o sb:ngg on Iiamon Place of birth Does pot peromber

Other infomation about father :amieﬂ in. sommunitx.fematery North

of Wlibu:c’con. .
Name of Mother - . Placg of birth =~

Other information.about mother —Mother diedshensbe was amall ~xnild

Th';as nnt r raly o nins 67 Dera
otes or complete narrative by the field worker decaling with the life
d story of the person interviewed. “e2. > tn Manual for suggested
bjects and questions. Continue on blanl: sheets if necessary and
ttach firmly to this form. Number of sheets attached 2 .
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“Ky husbsnd, Jome s . Nead, died Octouer 9, 1923,
e had lived in tiis Choctew natica all our iives. It
was an eusy matter to [ind a rlace to li-e. The Choctuw
tribe of Indians in -l.cse Gays had control of all e
land and you were permitted to settle and b.i.& our house
on.wost any of the smooth land vwith a smell vayment to
“he Indian Department. There were no rosds throu:h this
country in those days and not any tovns had been located
vete

There w s a nan Uy he name of 2iddle who cpened up
a trading rost where tie city of Wilburton is now locsted.
I do not remember the ex.ct date it ws st:rted. It was a
sr-at help to the settlers.

1y husbamd ané I were personzlly accuainted with Green
Melurtain, the ;overnor of the Choctaw tribe. Le wa a fulle-
blood Choctaw Indjem. Théy did uct nhzve an office in those

'

days- they just kept all the records necess ry risht in their
hoz.e and traveled aroﬁnd the triove horseback. 'Green kceCurtain

<

was to.the best of my memory the Choctaw governor for six
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years. Then the son was placed in the fath:r's ploce, but
r
the Choctaw people were more satisfied with the fathé? than

with the Son,

h

There was a rule or law in the Cloctaw trite that a »
- . : - K} -~ » L) a - “I
white man could establish his rembersiip in the tribve if he
»
married dn Indian woman, meking him vh t they called an
Intermarried Citizen, w.ich entitled him to an Indiens share
of the tribal langd. v
There wes & railroad built throuzh this country, called
*x

the Choctaw road. Ky husband cut lots of timber for tlis
. -
road. Then there vis coal disgbve ed arcond the country.

D o

where #ilburton is now and tlere was lots of employw-nt™ ‘or

‘ae settl.rs wi.o wvanted to work.



