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"V.y husband, J-jme i .-.. Nead, died Octouer 9,' 1923.

We had lived, in t:iic Choctaw n a t i c i a l l our l i v e s . I t

was an easy matter to find a place to l i ' . e . The vhocfow

tribe of Indians in -.Lose days had control of a l l z:±e

land and you were permitted to se t t le and b~i_d. your house

on most any of the smooth land with a small payment to

the Indian Department. There were no roads through this

country in those days and not any towns had been located

yet.

There w s a nan oy he name of Middle who opened up

a trading post where the city of Tfilburton is now located.

I do not remember the exr.ct date i t ws s t - r t ed . I t was a

rpr.at help to the s e t t l e r s .

!'y husband and I were personally acquainted with Jreen

Me Cur ta in , the --overnor of the dhoctaw tribe." iie wa a fu l l -

blood Choctaw Indian. They did net have an office in those

days- they just kept a l l the records necesi- ry ri.^ht in their

hoi.e and traveled around the t r ibe horseback. Sreen Me Cur tain

wa_s to. the best of my memory the Choctaw governor for six
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years. Then the son was placed in the futhvr 's place, but

the Choctaw people were more sat isf ied with the father than
i

with the .JBon.

There was a rule or law in the C.octaw t r ibe that a »

white man could establish his lumbers hip in the t r ibe i f he

married an Indian woman, making him vh t they called art

Intermarried Citizen, wl.ich ent i t led him to an Indians share

of the t r iba l land. *•'

There was a rai lroad bui l t through th is country, called

the Choctaw road. My husband cut lo ts of timber for th i s

road. Then there vis coal disj^ve ed arcond the country,

where VYilburton is now and there was lots of employm-nt"j*or

the s e t t l . r s who wanted to work.


