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Interview with t t l l iam Hail • (
Foteau,* Oklahoma

William Nail was bora near the old Rock{vWapaIucka)

Academy, in the Clioctaw Kation, about I860, wliere he lived

with his mother until some time in 1867, a t which time ho ^

moved with his motha#^d ftLther to Seullyville County, in

"the Choc taw Nation. '

His.mother9 Chaney Colbei»%f<a colored woman, was

brought to the Indian Territory, as a slave, from Missis*

sippi, by the., Golbest family at ' the time, of the general r e -
t r t

moval of the Chielsasaws* His father, Joe Hall , a colored,
r ~

man and a slave, was also brought from Mississippi by the .

Kail family.at the aazae time*

. Both the Hail and the Colbert families were

prominent members of the Chickasaw- t r ibe , i&o ss+.tled in ,

the same genwral locality* However, the husband of -

Susan Colbert, the owner of the mother of William Nail ,

having no definite boundary lines by which to be governed

when selecting a home s i te in the then new Indian Terr i -

tory, had settled In what la ter developed was domin owned

by the Choctaws, hence the seeming discrepancy ia the
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the statement that the Colbert family was of the Cii*«kasaw

tribe. • * • •

•The fact that the 'Wapanucka Academy, a CMckssaw

institution, near which., as .s tated, Hall was'born^wae
'-* ' '"

located-so near the boundary l ine which separated
y -•• •

* Chpctav and Chielcasaw Kations,sade i-^ necessary that ,a

special provision be incorporated in the treaty of 1855

to inaure i t s location to be en braced within the Cbicka,saw

domain. Tb&t provision followsj

"Provided, however, i f the l ine running due north

from the eastern source of Island Bayou.to tlie mzin

Canadian aiall not iricLude Allen's or Wapanacka Acadeny

w^thia.the Chickasaw Distr ic t , then, an offset snail be

'isade from said l ine , 3o'as to leave said Aeadeeny two miles

. within^ the ChickasawDistrict, north, west and south from -

the ^Liaes of boundary,«

• At any-rate, Hie Colbert famLly considered i tself
* 6

to be a part of the <Jbic£asaw tribe regardless of the fact

that the homesit«» upon later aad more definite boundary

line* beiag f i » d t was found to occupy a part of the

Chdctaw Dis t r ic t ,
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, Upon, the creation of the Dawoa "Cowoissipn m& the

establishment of 8a enrol ling office a t Colbert Station

for the enrollment of the ChickasaKs and F reedma. for

allotsmnt, Sail , li^e'oaiiy others, •tiio supposed tha t they

were born in the Cbickasaw Nation, proceeded to tha t

point for enrollment and was informed t i n t since the place

"of his b i r th was in the Choctaw Nation, he m s t report

at soiae, point s&thin tte ChoctawDistrict for

he did azid was duly accorded the r ights of a

Records from various sources.indicate 1iiat the Chicfessav?

people were reluctant in recogaiziag %ha easntipatioa of

the slaves and continued to hold than in slavery for some

tim8 after the close of the War whea the aid of th© Ste&eral:

authorit ies was invoked to pat-aa end t o the practice*

. The mother of William Hail was sold by her mis t ress , Susan

Colbert, to a neighbor s&o bought her a t an auction a't a

very low price jecause of the r isk he took in making -&e

purchase in the face of the recent national l ibe ra t ion

of the slaves^ His fa ther , a l so , *as sold by his owner

and was heH in. al^very un t i l l iberated by the Federal

armed fences.
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fearing, violeace a t the baad* of the

should they remain .among t£em after their l iberation,

most of the ex-slavoa aade their way to other parts where

thay f«lt tiioir presonc© vas borne, wltli sore toleration

tban that for which they cculd hope ff tb»7 ramainod ancng

the CM<dcasasfs» '

I t was under taese clrcuastances that the faslly

of ex-slaves m&e their way from near Sapeaucka to what

i s &oi Leflore County, where they found a less hostile
t

attitude amc&g the Ohcctawa toward the 3x-3laves than

tbat exhibited .by their foneor owacr*, the Ghieiasaws.

He relates that his fathar and motherP Jo© Hail aaa

Ghftney Colbertt respectively, reared several children

while they were in. slavery, and.owied by two familiea

who li*ed at sore thi-ee' miles from each other* Hie father

was permitted to v i s i t his noother and stay overnight' eaelz

Saturday aad Sunday* These were tlia oaĴ r occasions when

the children saw their father*


