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IOWBI, J- H. INTERVIEW. 103S2

Louise 3 . Barnes
Invest igator
March 2*, 1938

Interview with J . H* Lowry,
Kingfisher, Oklahoma.

I came t o Oklahoma Terr i tory in December, 1891,

from Cal i fornia to join'my parents and %o take,pert- in

the Cheyenne Opening. 1 was born November 25 , 1865, in

Riohland, Wisconsin. My parents had l e f t me and oome to

Oklehoae. Terri tory in 1889, and a f t e r they found there

was to be another Opening they wrote for me t o j o i n them

/ in Kingfisher so 1 came through from Cal i fornia on the

train.

I node the Bun in the Cheyenne-;.repaho Opening but

did not f i l e ^ o r 1 did not like the land I could secure.

1 then want, into the grocery business and ran a store

for several years.

In 1892 Judge MoOee and Bob Lyles, a young attorney,

g) o n e hay rack r ide and so we deoided to

an Indian danoe that the Indians were having about four m i l e s

attend

west of Kingfisher. We had a very large rack and Dr» Doorley

was the dr iver . The group got toge ther before we s tar ted
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and decided i t wouii be fun to try and scare the Judge an*

' i I ' •' •
Attorney ,/Lyles. and a l l were much interested in the idea

/ / / '
of haT/ing some fake Indiana to surround our wagon on the
'• </ 7

way to the dance to see what these two men would do*

/it .then was/arranged t o start at a certain .time andawn w

on the

know when/to play Indian* The gir ls

and said/that i f scae Indian a did not
/ / / /before / , '

attack our wagon / \te could get /to the dance, we should

•« a good t iae , : The Attorney,/Bob Igrleay bragged' how

he would proteot/hi» g i r l / i f anything should happen, not

thinking there was go ing/to be/trouble. After we/had driven

1 : I •/
only a short' diatanoe the Indiane began to shoot/ and yell -
and were those two men /beared^ The driver f e l l backward
•and yelleji, rtI am'shotj evexiyone for themselves^. The

/ i •

Attorney/jumped out of the Fagbn, started running south end

/ / /

ended up at Fort Reno. He/came back with two troops of

soldier's whom he nadj to l l /that the Indians were on the war~

-path and were going to ktfLl a lot of people if they did not

cone kp] KingfisherI Judcp MoQee ran north and found Uncle

John/ a Creek and walked/back to Kingfisher. The rest of
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the\ bunch want on to i&e ianoe an* ha4 a good t iaa, lauding

T»t tiia two fbraro man, and how brara thay ware.


