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I was born June 5, 1859, in the State of Tenesses.
When I first came to the taerritory, in 1880, it was
a very different country from what it is today. There
were only a few amall towns with no roads to speask
of at all.

There were several settlements of Indians scat-
tered throughout the emtire territory. The Indians
lived mostly in small settlements and did very little
work. They lived principally on wild game, as thers
.was plenty of game here then.

The cm;ntry was filled titﬁ turkey, desr, gquail,
soon, nink and practically all kinds of small gsms.

The streams were full of fish of all kinds from
the game mountain trout to the lazy ocat.

The Indians'homes wers generally rude shacks
built of logs end sticks, tho' roofs were generslly
made of grass and mud.

The Indiens kept a good number of ponies, sometimes

one Indian woul& own as many as fifty head. These
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ponies were small, weighing from five to six hundred

pounds.  An Indian was considered to be a big stock-

man if he owned twenty head of these poniss. _Thoao

ponies were used as saddle ponies only and were

worthlese as far as their value for field service was

concerned.

At Norman I established myself in the black-
smith tusiness., After the townsite of Norman had
been fully established the people just aéemad to coms
from no where and the town grew very rapidly; then
came the opsning of the Cherockee Strip and I went to
ssek my fortune. I ran from Orlando, which is
north of Guthrioyat the given signal, which was at
12 noon. I set off and ren to Blagk Bear. Thet ssc-
tion it was plain %o be ssen had thn "Soonered," for
some of the pesople had slready plowed around their
claim and chen wtaked thoir flag. Iater.

I surned and started for Red Roock, in another
section , some few miles away. It was night when I
arrived at thia point and I thought for sure I had

found my garden of paradise. I at once drove stakes
\
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end set up my flag. Then when it came daylight,
to my disgust it was plain to see my claim had been
stakell the day before, so0 I pulled stakes and re-~
turned to Norman,

Later, 1895, I mede the race in the Kickapoo
run near Shawnee with no bdetter ruulta' than at the
Cherokee Opening.

The Indian Territory that is now known as the
great state of Oklahoma was first claimed by none
other than sooners. I again returned to Norman
and remained for some time until the town of Bianchard
was ostajglished, then came to Blanchard in 18i2,
where I have singce beem oonnected with the blacksmith
business and the develomment of the csuntry. I

expect to remain here the rest of my life.
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