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An Interview with lira* I . 0* Hanshmr, Clin-
ton, OkXsfeos*, «b«ttt her grandfather,

ttln Obcg«

Kr« Benjamin franklin Ober, or B» Ober as he signs*

his nans, was bora In Bedford County* Pennsylvania, Janu-

ary 8, 18£i« Be was of a religious mind and from youth de-

sired to be & servant of God* Kr, Ober was a minister of

the Church of God Church. Se took the Bible as the only

role of faith and practise* ttr« Ober went from place to

place with his family, establishing and preaching the word

of Cod.

Mr* Ober came to the Oklahoma Territory fxon Arkan-

sas City, expecting to w e t his son who was a doctor, but

In tire days after reaching here they received the sad news

of his assassination In the Indian Territory* He had gone

there from Texas with sens stock, intending to go to Okla-

homa Territory after disposing of them. That wes the *ad-

deat shock they had net *ith» as he was a very successful

physician, In the midst of life and health. Be was only

thirty-nine years of age and had graduated from Fort f«y&»,

Indiana, a fsv years before his death*

Skat sad bereavement left them In a strange country

penniless, so they went Into a dug-out, made a scaffold to
i
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sleep on and l ived on a dust floor* They spent one of

the hardest years of t h e i r l i v e s . They did not have means

to move elsewhere, so they went to work t r u s t i n g in God,

and by industry and economy and a s s i s t ance of f r i ends , they

managed to l i ve the f i r s t ;year t h e r e .

Mr. Ober opened appointments, end preached every

Sunday In dugouts and groves to the few tha t would come to

hear, as -the country wes th in ly s e t t l e d . Mr. Ober often

made long journeys on foot to preaoh the gospel t h a t year ,

a t t he age of seventy-one.

The eecond year the brethern and f r iends presented

him with a horse and buggy, then ne attended h i s appoint-

ments r e g u l a r l y . Immigration was fas t and some school

houses were b u i l t and they began to have i n t e r e s t i n g se r -

v ices .

The t h i rd and fourth year the Board of Missions gave

him an appropr ia t ion of one hundred d o l l a r s a year .

About the time the mission work began to progress ,

Mrs. Ober 's hea l th became very poor, and Mr. Ober dared not

leave her for a su f f i c ien t time to hold prot rac ted meetings.

She had a s t roke of p a r a l y s i s which rendered her he lp l e s s for

some. t ime.
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After ohuroh work began to prosper and the oountry

began to prosper, and was more th i ck ly s e t t l e d , preachers

of eTery denomination oame into the country and t r i e d to

drown or destroy the miss ion work f i r s t e s t a b l i s h e d . Mr*

Ober continued preaching a s much a s he could at that time

as prospects for church work were b e t t e r then than at any

time s ince he came to t h i s country.

The year of 1899 brought them another sad bereave-

ment in the death of t h e i r l a s t o h i l d , which l e f t them

alone and childless . Their eldest daughter died in the

month of August. She was fifty-four years of age, the

nether of seven children, two of whom had preceded her to

the grave. This lef t five to mourn the loss of a devoted

Christian aother*.bttt no doubt their loss was her gain.

Her lif»:iieemea> to be one of hardships and sorrows. She

was converted at an early age and united with the Church

of God at the age of fourteen.

ifr* Ober was seventy-eight years of age and complet-

ed the fifty-seventh year of service* He preaohed his f irs t

from the text , John 5i 40.

Mr. I . 0* Hanshaw oame from Temple?Tex&s,to SI Reno
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on the railroad, than from El Reno to Arapeho on the stage

coach. The stage coaob changed horses twice coming from

SI Reno, but the same driver came on through.

Ur. Bftashaw vaa in the grocery business in Axepeho

before Clinton started to build.
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