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Mands M, Fink, Interviewsr
July is, 1999

Az Interview with Mra. I. G, Henshaw, Clin-
ton, Oklekoms, sbout her granifather,

w m—m w ouna

ire Benjemin Franklia Ober, or Be Ober as he sigmed
his nsos, was dora in Bedford County, Penusylvenis, Jemu-
ary 8, 1824, He was of @ religious mind and fram youth de-
#ired t¢ be & servant of God. Mr, Ober was & minister of
the Chureh of God Churoh. He took the Bidle es the only
rule of faith and practiee, Mr, Ober went fram plaoce t0
place with his femily, establishing and preaching the word
of God, |

Mre Obexr came to the Oklahome Territory from Arkan-
sas City, expesting to met his son wko was a doetor, but
in twe days after reaching here thay rsceived the ssd news
of his assassination in the Indian Tarritm";. He had gone
there from Texas with scmé stock, intending to gzo to Okla=
homa Territory after disposing of them. Thet was the sad~
dest shock‘thcy had met with, as he was a very n’xcceufix’l
physieian, in the midst of 1ife snd hesith. He was only
thirty-nine years of sge and had gredusted from Fort ¥ayms,
Indiana, a fev yeurs before his deeath.

Thet ssd bersavement left them in a strange oountry

penniless, 80 they went into s dug~out, made a scaffold to
: }
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sleep on &nd lived on a dust floor. They spent one of
the hardest years of their lives. They did not have msans
to move elsewhere, 80 they went to work trusting in Gogd,
and by industry and economy and assistance of fgiends, they
managed to live the first year there.

k Mr. Obex opened arpointments, end preached every
Sunday in dugeuts and groves to t;; fer that wogld cone to
hear, 8s the country wes thinly settled. Mr, Ober often
made long journeys on foot to preach the gospel that year,
at the &ags of seventy-one.

The second year the brethern &and friends presented
him with & horss and buggy, then fie attended his appoint-
ments regularly. Immigrution wus fast and some séhool
houses were built and they began to have interesting ser-
vices.

The third and fourth year the Board qf Missions gave
him an appropriation of one hundred dollars a year,

About the time the mission work began Lo progress,

Mrs. Ober's health becams very poor, and Hr. Ober dared not

leave her for a sufficient time to hold protrected meetings.

She had & stroke of paralysis which rendered her heslpless for

sone, tine.
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After church work began to prosper and the country
began to prosper, and was more thickly settled, preachers
of evary denomi’nation came into the country and tried ¢o
drown or destroy the mission work first established., Mr.
Ober continued preaching as much as ha could at thet time
as prospects for church work were better then than at any
time since he came to this country.

The year of 1899 brought them another ssd bhereave~
ment in the death of their last child, which left them
alone and childless, Their sldest daughter died in the
month of Auguat." She was fifty-four years of asge, the
mother of seven children, swo of whom had preseded her to
the grave. ' This left five to mourn the loss of a devoted
Christian mothergbut no doubt their loas was her gain.
Hor life‘#semed ta be one of hardships and sorrows., She
was converted at an early age and untted with the Churcb
of God at the age of fourteen.

Kr. Ober was seventy-eight years of age and complet-
od the fifty-seventh year of service, He preached his first
geaxmon from the text, John 5: 40.

Mr. I. G. Hanehaw came from Temple,fexas,to Kl Reno
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on the reilroad, ‘then from El Reno to Arapaho on the stage
coach, The stuge coach changed horses twice coming from
El Reno, but the ssme driver came on through.

Mr. Hanshew was in the grocery business in Arepeho

bsfore Clinton started to build.
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