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Field Worker's name John t. Dougherty

This report made on (date) July 27, 193 7

1. Name , C. Moas

>. .Post Office'Address M1U Creek, Oklahoma

3. Residence address (or locat ion) Route 1»

4. DATS OF BIRTH:' ' Month ' January

5, Place of bi r th " Miitourl

Day 20 Year 1868

\

Name of Father Jerry

it her information about- father

7. 'Name of Mother Isabella Wilaoa

Other information about mother

Place of? birth Kentucky

farmer

Place\)f birth Miasourl

Notes or complete narrative by the field worker dealing with the l ife and;
story of the person interviewed. 'Refer to Manual for suggc'stedNsubjects
and questions. Continue on blank sheets if'necessary and attach firmly to
this form. Number of sheets attached • . # \
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John F. Daugburty
Field Worker,
July 27, 1937

Interview with C. L. Uoss
Mill Creek, Oklahoma

My father was Jerry J/oss, born in Kentucky in 1325,

He was a farmer. Mother was Isabella Wilson, born in

Missouri in 1824. There were five children in our

family. I was born in Missouri January 20, 1858.

IB the f a l l of 1879 seven wagons started from

Missouri to Texas, fte stopped on the J&ssouri-Okla-

honia l ine and worked two or three months, then pro-

ceeded »outh. ^

We got down near the Texss l ine and stopped to

camp late one evening. There were some more campers

across the creek, and that .night we gathered sround

the campfire to r i s i t . Our neighbors'told us whet a
*

fine country we were passing through and to v?ha>t a

drouthy place we w e going. Fe~ turned

next morning anc drove back to Lawrence

east of what i s now Sulphur, in Murray Ceiunty, At

that time i t was Tishomingo Countyf/€hickaaaw Nation.

Our f irs t house was one smell log cabin with, a

rough board floor. We kaule^f the lumber for the floor
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from stringtown, in the Choc taw Nation, I made a

stick and said chimney and covered the house with

clapboards, made in the woods near my home. This

was on JUdge Ran Carter's farm, t'e used water from

a spring. \

On April 22, 188S, I made thei run into Old Okla-

homa. I rode a white cow pony, ^k were all lined up

on the south side of the South Canadian River and when

the guns ware fired at high noon we\plunged into the

river. Such a splashing and scrambling to see who would

be the first to reach the opposite side.

I xan three miles and staked my iclaim one mile .east

and one mile south of Norman, There was no town* there

then, just a depot and section house, \ I filed on this

claim soon after and paid the Government a dollar and .'

a "quarter an acre for my one hundred sixty acres. This

V

gave me full possession of'the land, and I didn't have

to live on i t unless'I wanted to. Otherwise I would.

have been required to live on i t five to| seven years •

' before I could claim'it as my own*
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I bui l t a tv.o room house of pine lumber and my

wife and I lived here fourteen,months end moved back

to the Chickasav Nation, near ! l l l Creek.

I had a goo* pony teerc, t s d i e my brother end we

freighted for Jinr.y Davidson, who had the store in " i l l

Creek. In. those deys one store made.a^towi. v'e hitched

both teams to one wagon, and hauled cotton in "the fe l l

to P*nison. Vse hauled five bales er.ch t r i p . This cr t t^n

belonged to .Vr. Davidson, who had tt^en i t in payment

of account8 at the s tore , on our return t r ip we were

loaded with merchandise for the s tore . e often went

to Caddo, a lso . I t was fifty-two miles to Caddo and

seventy-five miles to Denison, end i t took from five

to six days to make the round t r i p .

There were no rai lroads closer than these t^o

pieces so the f re i rh t hed to be hauled in wagons.

We were never molested by ou.tlaws or Indians, although

we eemped two or three nights on each t r i p , "e d i i n f t

carry a -nm. I t was against the law to carry a ~un in

Texas, se we didn ft carry one in the Terr i tory e i the r .
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ntter I moved near Davis I freighted for Sam

Davi-s from Denison, Cue d&y in the winter four, of

returning from a freighting t r i p . Sam w&s

hi ng this- tir^e, and e? ch of us=had -a wagon loaced
\ ,. *

*ith goods. t?>e cr ssrd r.e'd Hiver above Thonpson

Ferry to avoid the^e'rry ffe of one dol lar . The

second ter.m to t ry to ford the r iver got into "iiick-

sand. Then v̂ e had to .o some cuick acting to get

theis out. I had a good teem, so I hitched on to the

back of the wcgon and jerked one side at a- t ine out

of the sand. I t was noon ^hen v.e .i-ot on the b^n"- on

the Territory s ide , Ke stopped long etiou^h to feed

our teams and eat a snack, "lien vre s tar ted north.

?>hen night came on we could find no place to camp
•r

where tres water, so camped without water. The next

morn ng v̂ e had driven only two or three miles when

a norther struck us . I t was dreadfully cold. . e

vgQ.t to Robber's Boost by noon, and there *as plenty

of water. N v*e were very hungry* but we had nothing

to eat but ca^nned floods. Sam opened sone of his -

canned food, made some coffee, and we had a feast*
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I t was £ t t ing coloer, ot.d we were at the edge of

Twelve Kile P r a i r i e . Tow ve dreaded the t r ip across

that cold s t r ip of land! By walking part of the way

*e fot r c o r s by dark end euqped in the timber on the

:,orth s ide. e-were barely throug:. r i th ' o ;r t-upper

jihen i t began tc lighter: end thunder. The -storm

bro-e ir. a l l i t s f'iry, and i t rained and froze. ?e

slept in the wagons on top of the goods. The wagons

were covered T?i 'ii bows and sheets, '.'he ncxt morning

ir- was very dif i cu l t for the teams to walk on the

frozen ground. ~e ate dinner north of 7ishorain.£o and

got to the /roiaan Itench, near the present s i t e of

'?alphur, that night . "e slept in the r^nch house as

i t was raining agein. The next df:y we drove on to

"ashita, where Sara's store was located in a ten t . ?hat

was one tripv we never forgot, '.and wa were more than

glad to get those goods unloaded and get home to our

f ireplaces.

I had a tearo and a s l ip working on the Santa Fe

Railroad ftrade when i t was being bu i l t , in 1886. I

bosried myself and team. e were required to work ten



237
MOSS, C. L. INTERVIEW. 8076

/
' -6 -

hours a day for which we were paid two collars and v.

8 half. One dey our boss got on a horse and rode

off with our months pay. v.e never saw him again and

our money was pone, I ouit and went home after t h a t . . ,

I -was married March 1, 1888, to Isabelle Chron-

i s t e r , northeast of T3avis. "e didn' t have a l icense ,

a Methodist preacher married us a t I sabe l l e ' s home.

There "*ere no bupgiss at this time, so we "went

to dances in wagons. Three»or four boys would £et

a vagon and team 8nd drive around to the hoiaen of our

g i r l s , take them in the wegon with us and arwsy we would
M

go to the dance. Af ter ' i t was over we woulfi drive back

to each of the g i r l s* hone end efr.er the l a s t one was *

delivered safely to her home the boy wning the team

and wagon .would tn'^e e^ch of the other boys home,

times we went on a horse, with our p i i . r iding behind

us. We used to go twelve or fifteen miles to a dance*

1 I am the father of eight children. I have lived

ccmUniaously an t h i s farm southeast of sulphur since


