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Field Workert's name 7 Johm Y. Daugherty

This report made on (date) Muly 27, 193 7

. Name . " Ce L Moss
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_Post Office Address Mill Creek, Oklahama

4, DATE OF BIRTH: ‘Month ' Jenuary \\ . " Year 18858
5, Place of birth Mi ssouri
] /‘ . : - -
&v. Name of Father Jerry Moss Place of? birth Kentucky
\che'r informat ion about father

7, “Name of Mother  Isabelle wilsom ' PlaceNof birth Missouri -

N

Other information about mother

Notes or complete narrative by the field worker dealing with \%he life and;.
story of the person interviewed, Refer to Manual for suggdsted\-gubjects “
and questions, Continue on blank sheets if necessary and attach ?E‘{‘rmly to
this form. Number of shcets attached - : - o
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Jthn F. Daugherty '
Pield Worker
July 27, 1937

" Interview with C. L. Moss
" Mill Creek, Oklahoma

My father wes Jerry Moss, born in Kentucky in 1523,

He was & farmer. MNother waes Iszbelle Wilson, bomn in
Migsouri in 1824, There were five children in our
femily. I wes born in Missouri January 20, 18%8.

In the fall of 1879 seven wagons star;ed from
Missouri to Texes. Te stopped on the Missouri-Okla-
hora line ené worked two or three.montks, then pro-
ceeded south.

We got down near the Texas line ané stopped to -
cemp late one evening. There were some more ceampers

across the creek, and that .night we gethered sround

the campfire to visit. Our neighbors told us whst a

fine éountry ve were passing through and to whst a
drouthy place we were going. ¥e turned around
next gbrning an¢ drove back to Lawrence Lake, south-
east of ;hat is now Sulph;;, in Murray Cotinty. At
that time it wéa Tishomingo Codﬁty,
Our first house wés one

log cabin with. a

rough board floor. We hauled the lumber for tha‘gloor
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from Stringtown, in the Choctaw\Nation. 1 made @
siick and mud chimney and covered the house with

. * §
clapboards, nmade in the woods na%r‘my home. This

i

ves on Judge Ren Carter's famm. Ve used weter from

1
|

a spring. \

on April 22, 1886, I made tﬁg\run into 0ld Okle-
horie. I rode a white cow pépy. .Wé were sll lined up
on the south side o{ the South Can;hién Riv;r ané when
the)guns were fired st high noon we\plunged into the
rivér. Such a'splashing and sp:;mbl ng to see who would
be the first to reach the opposite =i de. |

i ran three miles and staked my (claim one mile .east
and one mile south of Normen. There Was mo fown'there'

* then, just a depot snd sectioan house. Lf filed on this

-+ claim soon after and paid the Government a dollar and )

a’@uartbf an acre for m& one hundred siixty acrgs. This
geve me full possession of the land, anY I didn't have
to live on it unless'I. wanted to. Oﬁh;riise‘l wéuldf
" have been~requiged to live on it five ;o Seven years

"before I could claim'it as iy omn.

i
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I built & two ryom house of pine lumber and my

. o
wife and I livad here fourteen months anc moved back

to the Chickasav Nation, near !ill Creek.

I had & goo pony team, &s di< my brother erd we

freighted for Jim~y Davidson, who had the store in 'ill
Creek. In those deys one store ﬁade.é\town. ve hitched

both teams to one wagon, and heuled cotton in the fell

to D nison. %e hauled fivé bales esch trip. This co
velonged to kr. Bavidéon, who had teven it in payment
of sccounts at‘the store. On our return trip we were
loaded with merchendise for the store. e often went

to Caddo, elso. It was fifty-two miles f£o Caddo and

seventy-five miles to Tlenison, an¢ it tuok from five

s

tc six days to make the round trip.

There weré no reilroads ciosér then these ;%o
rlaces so tﬁe freirht hed to be hesuled in wagons.
#e were never ﬁblestéd by outlaws or Indians, although
',we cemped twoe or thrée nights on each trip. “e didn't
qarﬁ? a -un. It was against the law to carfy 8 ;un in

Texes, se we didn't cerry one in the Territory either.
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sfter 1 moved near Davis I freightéd for Sam

Davis from Denison. Cne day in the winter four of

'@ : .
e returning from a freighting tfrip. Sam wes

=

¢l ng thi tig@, and ¢:ch of us=had & wagnn loaced
sith gocds. ™e cer ssrd hed ziver sbove Thorpznn

AN

Ferry to eavoié ?ﬁé\gérry fre of one dollar. The
gsecond teem to try to ford the ri;er got into nuickl
ssnd. Then »e had to .o gome cuick acting to get
ther out. I had g8 good teem, 80 I hiécheé on to the
bacy of the wegon and jerked one side at a. tire At
of the send. It was noon %hen ve rot om the’bé;“ on
the Territory side. ™e stopped long en;ugh to feed
our teams &and ¢st & snack. “hen we started north.
“hen night came on we coulad fénd no place to ;aép
vhere wes water, so camped wigﬁout water. The next
morn ng ve had driven only two or three miles when
a norther struck us. It was dreesdfully cold. . e
'gpi to Robber's Roost by qoon, and there wes plenty
of water..  "e were very hungry, but we had nothing

to eat but csnged goods. Sam opened sone of his

canned food, madé\some coffee, and we had & feast.
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1t was ¢ tting cvlcer, a1.¢ we were at the edge »f
Twelve }ile Prairie. i ow ve dresded the trip scross
that ¢»1d strip of land! Ry welving part of the way
)
ve 7ot rc-ors by dark &xnd cékped in the timber on the
worth side. ewere barely thrug: with 5:r cupper
y:en it began teo lighten end‘thunder. The storm
tro-e iz all its firy, 8nd it reined and—froﬁé. e
glept in the wagoﬂs on.top of the goods.‘ The wagons
were covered wi!h bows and sheets. "‘he n=xt morning
it was very dif icult for the teams to walk on the
frozeﬂ ground. Te ste dianer north of Tishomingo and
got to the fromanijanch, near the present site »f
(,Sulphur, that night. ‘e slept in the rgnch house as
it was ;aining agein. The n;xt dey wé drove on to
‘ashita,\where Sam's store é%s loceted in a tent. That -
wes one trig\gf never forgot,%and we were more than
glad to get ithose goods unloadéd anc¢ get home to our
warn fireplaces. |
5

I had a team and a slip workiné on the Ssnta Fe

Reidiroad srade when it was being.built, in 1886. 1I

b}

bosried myself and team. e were required to work ten

2
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hours a day for which we were paid two rollars and N

a half. One dey our boss got on & horse and rode
off with Hur months pay. We’never saw him again énd ’
our money was aoné. I ouit and went home after that.
I was mérried March 1, 1888, to Isebelle Chrorn-
ister, northeest of Tsvis. "e didn't have & licecuse,
e Lethodist preacher married us at Issbelle's home.
There +ere no g;?gi;s gt this time, so we went
to dances in wagons. Threesor four boys world get
a vagon und team and drive around to the homes »f our
girls, tske them in the wegon with us and awey we would

g0 to the dance. After-it was over we would drive tack

N

to each of the girls' horme snd ef-er the last one was
delivered safély io her home the boy .wning the team

and wagon . would teve erch of the other boys home. Some-
times we went on a horse, with ~ur gii. riding behind

. ug. Ve used to go twelve or fifteen miies to 8 dence.

/ ‘1 am the 7ather of eight children. I have lived

cortimuously on this farm southesst of Su}phur since

1612,



