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Interview with D. W. Moulds.
"Hsnryetta, Oklahoma.'
Father-H. %. Moulds;
Mother-Miss Harris

1874. ' . '

I came to the ^territory from Nebraska with my parents

\ ' " .

in 1894.. My twentieth birthday occurred while we were on

th«,road. We had three wagonsswith horse tpam» and from

nine to ten h»ad or oth«»r stock.\We entered the t e r r i t o r y

at Chetopa, Xansa^and came down the^^eosho riw»r about ten

miles to a sawmill.

George ^ashley irho lived it Parson^Kans^s, owned

ther safiuill. Pick and axe handles were made thf>re. There

wpre four or fiTe families wno lived in- native lumber box

houses, Miami was the nearest town to the sawmill camp

but i t was just a wide place in the road and had no r a i l -
we fordedythe r iver and went to .ielch \?hicn was pn.

road so/the main l ine of the Katy.Th'is mi l l was run by

steam power. . ^

That smniner-1894, I went to Welch to work in the hay-

making. That was a great hay country and hay was shipped

froa th*re to other parts of thp country. All hay countries
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jod cat t le countrie.8 but there wer« no c i t t l e closer

then the^ip-O brand vrhicb was owned by a Texas Company

and extended\from Tulsa to Vinita. One reason t i n t there

were no ca t t le abound "Welch was because theiv» wasn't

enougT wat»r for them, i t too a gr«=»at deal pi' ??at°r for cat-

t i e . Another reason.wasv^if a hay m*»adow Was pastured "it was

ruined." Th*> gru&s was e a t * \ o f f so short that the

. Chance to grow. Ih thos« da^s a bal*» -t nay was a bale
• V -

of graes that had b«pn cured. Now, i t i s weeds and br iars ,

'Lt sold then for 15 cents a bale, n6w\it usually se l l s - fo r

p. l&ckson had married a Cherok<»e\girl so he. was

- ' • • • \ ' • •

financially bet ter off than most white men in. the country.

He owned 8 big store -in Welck-which was ei^hteeNj miles

north of Vinita and he owned two or three balers

stacking ou t f i t s . There was another store in Welch\but we

a.ways traded with iHckson as se were working for him\

through that summer there ».s a crew baling hay and another

crew was^stacking hay to be baled in the winter., I don 'v

remember the exact number who worked but I know th t seven
men ar» the fewest number who could be in a crew of balers.
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There were just a very few fanners, through there eo there

-was no cotton gin needed at Welch. There -was'a l i t t l e

'ifirip pit , where coal was mined with teams and al l pa, just

wes"t of SfslGu on Big Cabin Creek.

There were no bridges on the rivers until later.

There was a ferry on the Neosho River at Miami run

by a^white man. This ferry was only used-when the river

was "up" as the river was fordeiTwhen i t was Mown." A»-
*

other ford was nine miles up the river from, there. *lt was
a rock ford with just,.a riffle of water going'over i t .

• • • " . • »

The State. Line, -road was from Chetopa to Ooffeyville

then on to Caney. * Those towns are in Kansas but as the

road jogged some instead of being straight i t twisted

and then went on into the Territory.* It went east and

west between Kansas-and the Territory. l~dldn»t stay at

home much but rode around a great.deal, staying on the

roads where there would be travelers or men working to

trade or se l l horses or mules.
t

!?hen I was just a kid—as far back as I can remember,

I had a pony. I started trading, ponies when 1 was a boyr
• - ^

X have always followed public work where I could work my
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teams and between jobs I traded*'*

The north and south t r a i l followed the M. K. k T.
* •/' -

Railroad. ' Other t r a i l s branched-off from t h a t one. : ;* .

There was a drought in the northern s t a t e s ' in 1904 and

any time you looked you could see a covered wagon some- *'

'• where going e i t h e r one way o r ' t h e o the r . . I t seemed tha t

the whole world was on wheels^-but they were wagon wheels'

as there were no cars or t r a c t o r s at t ha t time.- .

I have made my l i v i n g with horses but ; ' ! .can t ru th fu l ly ' .
'• ' ' '

say that I never l e f t anyone in need of a horse i f I.was ^

going or could go h i s o r her 'way. If a man had a .lanfe "

horte I would e i t h e r h i t ch one of miiie, ,or a pa i r of mine,

in and help him as f a r as I cotfld. ''sometimes people were

In ?i hurry but I wssn Tt ftv^T* In too much of ft fyi^ry t o be * —

bothered. ' • - - .
\ «

* . • * * * •

\ People were different then than, they ar^ npw. Every-

body* helped the ones who needed, help. , Every farjijer Tiad a

\ crib of corn 'orl iay, four or five cows and some-hogs.

\
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Thj»y had plenty and w^re not as ppor hs a -furmpr, that \

is th*» average farmer,- o£ today i » .
I work '̂d in 1902 on tr.e J'ort SsaS&h and Western

Railroad building ten miles «ett of Okewah. That was

th*»"'tii^Ji'set . f i l l onAthat l i ue . Oave Ciriffin WH. the;
, *

.contractor from Kansas City. *&* hid ot..*>r, sub-contrhctorB

und*>r him. ThAre was an av*ra#> of f i f ty nen and from •
" * , ' . • » . *

pi'-Aty-fiTft to a hundred pair of tp.ams. I -i!rov» s ix /p^ i r
' - • ' - . ' : v ' •'-' - . ' - ' .:

ô  i'-1'irt machine. ThAr^'^fiw two horeps to th» wh»»eler, •
:" , - ~ ' . • ' . " ' " ' • • •

-fr-.-ffi f.'ur to six to th*» plow for the wiippler, three miles
" ' " ' " - . • • * - * .

^:J^ t«.»/liu.ip s-tfgon and e i ^ b f en h«=»sd of hqrsos .to -the d i r t

- machine,^ Tns d i r t laachine- loaded-^the Wagons frou the cut

axjd.-th" d i r t was hauled t',,-t •*» fi"lis and duiftped. We had
cpismissaryjun-d. s«7p-rui of thr> sub-cdntraetor

•-vtheir ^raVi'si-one .from: i t . &r^. Dave. Griffin stayed in

~tH^r^ atyt !&•«©*a%"brother kept the time-. Th^r4; waii a big

boarding .tent 'anii.tVo big Irishm©!} did "hn cooking^

A.. Griffln,,kad;tHe grading4b.f • a^pur tHirty-fiv? m i l ' o c b s ^ ^ •
• . ' » • : -. . . , . . , J ,

h« l0^.abbutr^a ^iitg/.to ?*ach. eub-dontcactor. The aajor i ty

.M of trie.-eldeit' $xw$? -trWt^iw -iaye. now wer«=> dirt 'hands on'

\ .
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the railroad? when they wer» being built* That was a l l

they knew but they kn*»w just ho* to do the f i l l i ng to

make i t l»vei for the ti*»s. Only "experiencedn me.n wr>re

wanted., ' ..

^he Fort Smith and Western, th<=> Midland VaJ^y and

the K.O.&G. w»re buil;t on this wage acale; drivers got
t

$1.75 a day; a man and one team got $3.50. A day was sup-

pcfse'd to b*» ten houi-8. but they always worked overtime. The

tins was figured at 17f cents an hour.. We thought that was

good wagps and th it »=? -.sould get r ich . - I t war bet ter than

i t sounds for I could get th« saap sh i r t for 50 c n t s that
i " • *

•It

I hav«> to pay a $1.15 for now. Good sho»s cost #l»oP. Eggs

sold for two to thres doz«n for 25 c n t s . You see money

»°nt. farther in thos© days so i t didn?t-" tak-» so much.

kttev ths grad.rng iae doẑ e thp lai l road sectidn outf-it fo l -
" . " . ' ' v'

lowed and put down the t i e s and r a i l s . You might bo through
•• -. ' '
for quite a whils' i>efore they camh to your s t re tch because

i
* ft

the whole contract AOUIS be . orked on* a t thp> saae time.s • - I

They didn' t s t a r t putting the t i e s down un t i l the grading

was done .md some of the sub-contractors would have harder

places to-:-level out. thea others , so that i t wpula' take them
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longer to level or grade th" sanv» length of roed-bed.

Thp work t ra ia followed th<-^cpction crew with mater ia l .

There Wasn't any Okemah wh^n wo werp-^jradinj? ten J

miles west of thpres •»• i i t t l * stor«» and b«er joint

started but es ther^ was no rai lroad th^re we had to

haul our feed from thp Frisco Railroad at *>l«*tka. Ther*

wpn» just negroes and Indians who iived in l i t t l e log

houses in^the bottoms. ?rom our camp to Prat;ue. ( which

is in the opposite direction from Weleetka) there were

twenty miles with not a house and where you would, never

spp a person, tffcen we went to Weleetka we would just

wiud through t i e M i l s . We always'had fdur horses or

sales to thp xagon. We used to stop, a t a store—the old

Mcijenautt store which was about the- size of a large iroom.

I imagine about ten feet by twenty fs©t« I t was just a

l i t t l e country store on a ranch but they kept ebda pop so

WP stopped there for "pop." « r i f f i n ' s stock was as big as

he could get so i t took a great deal to feed them. He v>

wouldn't look at corn for a' feed but ordered good l i t t l e

white northern oa t s . They carw in six bushel sacks—and
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j
were surely hard to handle. We hauled about two; hundred

bushels to the wagon and i t iJ^ok us two days ar.d part of

the night to maK» the t r i p . '

There was a stable boss îiot.-» only duty was to see

that there was plenty of oats jin t e box or trough a t

a l l times. Be was told that t&at" was wh t h" ..as being

paid for. They w°rpnJt measured but i t took about a

hundred bushels of oats a t night ana about f i f ty oushels

at fire ofclo£k in the moraigg. . troughs w^re bi^ and

l i t t l e box<>s were n6t used. The teamsters had to be good

to tbe stock i f they expected to! keep their jobs. The *

special!care of the stock was to! insure good pulling power.

On one t r i p 1 thought .that I wou.d surely die* Wo
1 •

- h ; had no water to drink except Ssorae pond water whera the
j

cattle drank—it had * green scuuioTer i t so you know i t
j

I wasn't f i t for a person. That WB£ in July and August and

we knew what ice was but se n»ver'had any. I t ' s a wonder

that we didn ' t a l l die and there was -juite a b i t of sick-

ness that f a l l , I was having chillis every other, day but ~
' I '. •• • /

I was s t i l l working. We had to go; down for a load.of '
1 4

powder and dynamite.. I knew that *e wpjre over-loaded but

\
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lib weren't1 driving too fast so WR thought that wf> could. •

'make the t r i p without any trouble. Wh^ wwe got to a

place within a hundred yards of the iSd^rzaott store our

r<»ech or coupling polo, broke. I borrowed an nxe from the*

store and made a coupling pole but n& had to unload the

wagon and th»n reload i t after i t w.-.s fixed. I believe
t

that v-3.3 the hardest wor'. I »v?>r did for I was so sick.

Ui«M[ wasn't much gracing don* 'tnat winter out th^re

because that was a s^ndy country and i t rainad 11 winter;

I don1t think -th«re- has «v<*" b«en-as Wf»t a winter as in

1902. I t seamed th i t ' t h^ whole bottom of tn« ' f ie lds ' fe l l_

out. Youeouldn't g»t k team over th» i l l s wi thl fe«d

th»y w*>r*» so b o ^ y . -i!Ziie next job I was -on tho grading

>v had a camp. thre«» mil^s north of Hrnaa wh^ro there i s
a l i t t l e negro town now. Ther9 was. no ilanna ther<= a-t

that tiiae* i'rav anl Bra«ferick had a t h r e ^ fiile con t rac t

• "' I
that WAnt to th? ri*r«r. They, wpra a smal ler o u t f i t than .

•iffin's.Griffin' ,couldn't have found *rooin for their

things in th«re«, That was a T<»ry good far .ing country

though th« only nous*? that I taaow about was' an Indian
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through Henrjpetta.

»nt to work under

father-in-law to

got the money from across the

Our camp wuc wh»re ifewar is

Contractor^ wer̂  scattered

«ould be la ter , -about fifty *

of ours on the'

next stretch and tlfey had /cane, bad roc& cuts. Jack Anthony

/ /
, a l l along wher«*

/negroes had their camp ai.out
v

/
ck

had the next mllti ttest 01* toward Henrys t t a . Mr. «T. V>.

Scott went t.-r/ugh the to«ii Vad thp ilc^onald b ro the r s had

a a i l e southwest and there were some pre»t«y bad rock cuts*

The only good b^ In Ifenryetta was oimed by J ,

M. Wise and it was located on Fourth i>trer-t.̂  It is now

the John Taylor Hospiial owned by Dr. G. A. Kilpacrick.

i ' \
. Mr. ffise operated the pise mines--that is the Btyse Slope'

- \ • , ' • • ' *

the Ventral Mines. \ besides these th«re were the two
* 1 -
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iShitehead mines. That was In 1904 and others wer<»

"to the H i t as the years passed. Spelter City w*i- a good

hay meadow. Wild Cat, it negro town, w .*- th« closest town

east of Eenryetta. I t waa a pr«tty good toiz°d towa at one

tiiap but there are just a few houses th°re now. I t XJB jmst
* j

called Cat now ins tead of H i d Cat.

I kept following th» work md t r .ding but l iv^d 4-^

Henry?tta-*though I - d i d n ' t always s tay t h e r e . It took a

gr<*at deal of water for our teams so I always looked for

tb» vs ter supply before deciding to rnoy>» to a l a c e . I ' v e

:=?nted a fev..t^asis out but loaned more of th>m to indivit3uals«

Wtfefi I wa.- on a job I h i red tiit-ai out alsrays. Park and Moran

put the paVing in a t K^nryetta and Hfinry Bonar, ^

oids wd W, B. Hudson wf.r# the outstanding c i t i zens , I

d thp'contract for the las t block ot th^ ^agle Pitcher

smelter.. The.Te was a thirty-two, foot f i_ l and i t was

yardage ^ r k , lite whole hollow wei. dami-.ed up for water*

Another contract I had was the "mile on th<? S^venty-iiivp

highway which i s called the Missing Link, I put in a l l th«

switches on the tfriacq. from hcu. yet ta to the Victoria mines,
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Bryant and. on to Bed Creek and I put m another switch for

Jack Fretwsll . Whan i t w^a u hurry job I had £roiu ten to

twelve men working und»r mf aui twenty-qne head of iiorses.

I.-, narrow :la.e£ and d^.it th<>re v/isn't enough rood for so

mar.y tea:as as they. i\vul4 be in each o ther ' s way. B. A.

Jackson was a ouilding contractor aud put the Sl^ine

Timater where a garage was» I aad the coutra-t for the
on

for th<=> building to go on up—and wem;/^ other

,3 wh^re teams w*re needed.

On* set of harness, ost me $250,0u. I t was mor» to

ma):-> n ; r ° t t y t?arn show up—and my stoc.-\ »vas a.Xx p r e t t y

ac f?c21 as ccoS, ^n -ordinary set of o i l field, harness

would cost i #15G,iA. A farmer's ^.lain harness cost about

set or harness hud î any ctii'fprent

colored c^Tiu4oiu ririgs tc 1 ok p re t ty , niuch good strong

leather—a big leath>3^housing over tne ha5Ues and colxar

and ther^ wa a gr^at deal of>BQrxs iaaKing them,

had to b^ strong and A» Vaniied ttow tu^»«^pretty so we „

had. to oay aoro for them.

|30.,00. 'This p


