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Interview with D, W, Moulds.
‘Henryetta, Oklahoma, '
Father~H. %. Moulds.
Mother-iiss Harris
.Born 1874.
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I came to the Territory from Nebraska with my par=nts

in 1894.. My twentieth birthday océu;red while we were on
tQQKroad. We had three wggoné with-hgrSg teums and froﬁ

_nine to ten head o! other stock. \We enterrd the Territory
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at Chetopa, Xansus,and cume down the Neosho river about ten

miles to a8 sammill. o \\\\

G;orge Nashley who lived .t Parso Kegsas, owned
the suwmill. Pick and axe handles uere'madé\thpre. There
¥ere éour or five families who lived in native lgmbar box
boused, Miami was the nearest town o the saumili camp

tut it was just a wide place ir the road snd had po_rail-
we forded\the river and went to selch whic

was en

road 80/the main line of the Katy.®his mill was run by
~

gteam power.

That summer-1894, I went to Welch to work in the hay-

meking. That wus : great hay country aand hay was sh;pped

from there to other partsfof'th@ eountr§. All hay countries
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ware no cattle nd Walch was bezsuse there wasn't

enougt water for th

’

it too oa great deal of wétnr for cat=-
tle. 4nctber rnas&n,wau if a hay meudow was pustured it was

ruined. The gracs was est=z off so short that the weeds had

. chanceﬁt;_gfbv. ‘Iﬂ those da:Q a bale -f. hay was a bale
of grass tgat had bann-curad. '¥:¥<it is waeds ghd briars.
"Lt sold tnen for 15 cents a bale now\it usually'gells-for
25 centa.- ) .
Gaorge Dickson had married a Cherokee girl so he. was
financiaily tetter off than mssf whité_ﬁa;\>h the'éduntry.
"Hb'owned 8 big storé-in Welch-whick was ei.hteen miles

north of Vinita and he owned two 6r three bulers
R 3

stacking outfits. There wus another store in Welch\but we

" crew was_stacking hay to be baled in the winter.. I don't
romepéer fhe'exact number who worked but I know th t seven

men are the fewsst number who could be in 2z crew of balers.
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There -era juat a very few famera t;hrough there ao thera

- .was ho cotton gin peeded at Welch. 'lfhora was’ a- lit.tlo

A}

‘%'t‘ri,p pit, where coal was mined with teams and slips, just

wost of ¥slch on Big Cebin Creek.

¥ -

?

4

Thera were no bridges on tha rivers until 1ater.
There was a ferry on .the Neosho River at Mi ami rmn e
by a white man. This ferry was’ ;)nly used-when the river
) was~"'up"~g§ the river 'waa‘ fo‘rda-_’cf .whén- it \;pa “dovfn." An-
other ro'x;i was nine miles up the river from .t.‘h'bre‘. “1% ‘was
a rock ford with just .a riffle ot 'ater going over it,

The State Line: road was from Chetopa to uoffeyville |
‘then on to Caney. ' Those towns are in Kansas but as the
. 7oad jogged some instead of being straight it twisted _
and "then‘ went on into the Territory.. It went east and /_‘_,\f
.;est bot\-voen Kansas-and the n'i'érritory. ‘17d1dn't stay at
home much but rode around a great deal, atayi‘ng on the
roads where there would be travelers or men working to

-

trade or ssll horses or mules.
#hen I was Just a l%id--as rar back as I can remember,
I had & pony. I started trading ponios when 1 was a boy.

I have always followsd public work where I gould work my
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"teams and between jobs I traded.”

The north and south trail followe@ the ﬁ. K. & T.
Railroad.’ Other treils branched-off from that one.
There was a drought in the northern atatesjin ;964 and
ani'time you looked you could’sae a ‘cavared wggon home-

‘where gbing either one ﬁay or-the other. It seemed that

Vi -~

the whole uorld was on wheela--but they were wagon wheels

(Y

as there were no cars or tractors at that time

I have made my living with horses but I cab truthfully
say that I never left anyone in meed of a*ho;sg if‘I.was_ ~
"going or could go his or heg’way. "It a mén ﬁad:aiiamé ‘.' ‘
horée I would either hitch'éna of’mt;;,,o; g pair of mine, -

1n and help him as far as I could. ’ébmetimes'people wera

__—4n—s—hu:gy_but_x-sasn_t_exer_in_too.much_oz_a_hnnn¥_xo.luL_;_"_ _—

bothered. ‘ : .
People wers different then %han;they are ﬁow. Eveéy-
bédy‘helped the ones who needed help. . erry farmnr'had a

\ crib of corn or hay, four of tiva cows and soma—hogs.

® .. ’
. L -
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- They had plenty and RoTe Ro% as poor As a furmer, that
§
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is the av»rage famer, of today i%. . _ ’ .
I work-3 in 1902 ou e l'ort /zh and #astern
g ten mleb weut of Okemah. Th it was

1

thn hl(_,ua“t‘fill on,that/lix’e. :‘?ave Griffin wa. @he;

aa'{lroa buildm

. ”

_\contractor from Zansas City. :He hid ot.er sub-contractors

- -

. Y . .
und‘»r him. Thare was an average of fifty men and from -

L €
- .

, m lxt -:ivp to a hundred pair of ’m:-,ms. I.grove six, puir

s, - e
. > .

or a hru machine. 1’hc=re~wre two horses to tho whneipr’, ’

f'r*m cour to snc to thp ploi for the wnpplpr, three zmiles

* b s

N ,t_u t‘.n cuap "&})on and 91 btﬁnn hnad o hor.,as Yo tﬂn ﬂlrt

~ “a

««m&chine. ‘l“m éirt machmp loads-duthe wagons .f' i_:kge cut’

. a;'ad‘;thr- di.rt ?é* hadled t,, t e fu_-s and duzhped. We hag

a.big commissary nd um»‘ml of the suﬁ-cdntr&ctor.s..m

- N - .

Ctheir jﬁ'sjvi‘si-ons .fronf it. Br& Dave an‘fin staysd in

.o

y - -
.

~thie g, &m ve's brother ket the, fime, “Therd. was o big
» =, -
boardmg pnt and: t\’zo oig Irishmen dld "ho cooking.

C‘rnffm had* .tm: grading bf abou@ tuirty-i‘ivn &&e&;gu}*/

» ¢
3~ B
»’ .ﬂg ' ’ [ -

hn let* abou$~ a mng ‘to each sub-contmctor. The majority

- IR
ot
& X « 5

——

) of tnq eldest tramps' —thd't wa ham now were dirt’ hands on-

. ‘ﬂ L
.r

©
- - e @ [, R~ -
.~ <
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the railroads when they were being built. That was all -
tﬁ;y knew but they knew just how to do the filling to
mite it level for the tims. Only "exp-rienced" mepn were

wantad.,

The Fort Smith and ﬂﬁdtprn, the Midiend Va;ley and

LY

the K.O. &G. #Te bullt on this wage scale; drivers got

$1.75 a day; s man and one team got $3.50. A dgy was sup-

vposed to ba ten hours but they always worked overtime. The
tirme was figured at 175 cents an hour.. We fhought thit was
good wages ad& tkit we would ge% rich. - It war better than

it sounds ror I conld get tha sam~ shirt for 50 crnts that

l

I have to pay a $1.15 for now. Gobd shoos cost $l.oﬂ. Eggs
J

sold feor two to threas dozen for 25 c~nts. You See money

»

#ont farther in thosa days 50 it didn t. take so much.

After th‘. gradfng !ae done the vailm \d ssctidn outfit fol-

L .

lowed and put down the ﬁies and rails. You might be through

;ﬁr_quite 'hilﬁ uefore they eamh to your stretch because
the wh.le contract \ould ba orkad on 8% the sams time. .
‘They didn't start puttiug thb tios down until the grading
was done ind soms of the sub-contractors would have harder

e

- 9186;8 to?level ouﬁ.thaa.othars, sq that it woula take them
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longar to levei or grade the sams length of road-bed. R

»

The work traim followsd th- section erew with metérial,

s

.. P, ]
There wasn't any Okemah when we ware -grading ten

miles iest'of thp;éz a4 1ittle stoéo and besr joint

’

started but &s therm was no railrwad there we had to
haul our fsed from the Frisco pgilroad atv Welestka, There
warg\gust negroes and Indians who iived ip little log

houses inthe bottéms. From our camp to Prégue ( whieh
\\-
is in the opposite direction from Weleetka) there were

\ . .
twonty miles with not a house and whers you would never

3

gee 8 pPrBOﬁ. thn\!e went to Welsetka we would just
wind through the hills. We ajlways Bad fdur horses or

mles to the ragon. We used to stop. at a store-~the old

-~

MeDermutt stora which was about the size of a large room.

v
L]

I imasine about ten feet by t!ngty'fset. It was just a
l&ttle}country stora on a ranch but they kept soda pop 86
we stopped there for "pop." uriffin's stocg was as big us
he could got 80 it took & great deal to feed them. He v

wouldn't ook at corn for a feed but ordered good little

nhite nortbern oats. They came in six bushel sacks--and
: . . 1
7

T
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were surely hard to handle. We hauled about two,‘hqured
bushels to the wagon and it t~ok us two days ard part of
the night to make the trip. : b

There -wus a stabla boss whos~ only duty was to see
u

that thers was plenty of oats tin t e box or trough at

all times, He was told that t};at was s«h t ho .a8 balng

-

paid for. They worenlt maasurad but 1t took about a

hundred bushels of oats at nighit ana about "1f ty Jushsls

o

et five o'ﬂlo;k in the mornigg.‘} The troughs W~ Te big and

littls boxes were nét used. Thé teamsters had to be good

%o the stock if they expected to\‘ keep theirX jobs. The '
special|cars 'or the s};ock was to"1 ix’xsure good pullinff rowsT,

Or one trip 1 thought that l: wou.d surely die. fie
. 1

~ b: had no water to drink except %om pond water whers the
cattle dr\ank--i't had . green scum ovar it so you know it

| wasn't £it for a pérson., That tas in July and August and
we knew what ice W:zs but we naver ihad any. It'sl a wonder
that we didn't all die and there wias ~uite a bit of sick-
nass that faul¥, I was having chiLls every othen day tut -~
~ I was still |working. ﬁn had to go: down for a load of

powder and dynemite. I knew that v~e Were over-—loaded but
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we weren't driving too fast so we tnoughi that wé couid -
‘. ‘make the trip without any ‘t;ofxbla. Whern we got mlé~
place within a hundred yards of the 'ljchaxt'mott‘store our
reach or coupling poleﬁroke. I borrowed ar‘x,uxe from the
store and made 2 coupling pole but we had to unload the
wagon and then reload it after it w.s fixe;,d. I baliave

Y

that was the hardest wor'. I evar aid for I was so'sici;.
There wasn't n;xlch gracjiug done ‘trnat winter out there

bacause that was a sandy country azxd it raimi 11 winter;

I/_gon't think tnora. has ava - bnen:as wet a winter as in

1202, It seamed that the whole bottom of tur fis}ds fell

»out. You couldn't sgnt i teap over the ills wi tJf@ad

they wore 80 boggv. “The next job I was on the gradirﬂg N

erew had & camp. threa milas north of hmna where therve is

a little ngséro t‘own now. There lwus.'no Hanna there ot

thet time. Frew ani BQ'anb'gick had a .thren‘ fiile comtract

N

that want to the river. Thay, wér"a‘ a smaller outfit than .

~_

ri frin's.Grifrin: couldn't have fou.nd TOOM for their

things in there. That was a very good far Ang country

thoush the. only house that I kmow about was' an Indisn
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/
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B,g{ilroad. / l
, /

" Then the/K.O.

The Frisco /46.-»

//

. Bailro;d ¥as to come’ through Henrgetta.
eauy bt/n}/é thorg’ {%nt to work under

Kaﬁefibk was thp father-in~law to

peled but 3 #a.n't fhere then. Contractors were scattered
/a.¢ amng whers the za;.;.roqd would ba later. about fifty

, nesroe” had their ca}np a;out;l aim~\\w?st of ours oa the"
next strefych angd %y had /c{m? bad rocﬁi eutsl. Jack Anthony
had the next miﬁg dost or toun%d Henrynita. Mr. J. W,
Scott went t. rﬁ{ugh the towm mu the .-.cvog\md vrothers had
& mile southwest and there w;m same pre t%y bac’i rock cuts,

.'PAe oﬁly good b.i}ding in Henryetta wa\a owned by Je.

K. #ise and it was loéated on Fourty Streste) It is‘n'ow
tha Jo,hh Taylor ESBpi‘é\hl owned by Dr. G. A.‘Ki\}\lpa-j;rick.

. Mr. ~Wi§e\ opsrated the \%ise_a mines--that i§ the W?se Slope -

Sy _ .
and the Uentral Mines.| hesides these thaere were the tVIO .

P BEUE o \\ .
"'\“\' . \\ | ) j ‘ K
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_Vhitehead mines. That was in 1904 and others were added
_1{0 the '1ist ;S the years passed.- Sééltqr C¥£y Wu. 8 good
hay meadow. Wild Cut, nwnegro town, w.. tae clos~st town
sast of Henryetté. It was 2 pratty g0¢é §12nd‘towa at one
time but there are just a few houges there now, It is just
* eilled Cat now instaad of Wild Cat.

I kept following the work mnd tr.ding but lived in
Fenryetta-~though 1-didn't always stay there. I¥ took a
great deal of water for ou; teams 80 I alwéys looked for
the water suépl; befcre decidiﬁg,to nove %o a lace. I've

_:antad a few.teams out but loan~d more of them to individuals,

Wien I wa- on & job I hired tuem out always. Park and Moran

pu%'§hs pébing‘in at Henrvetta and Henry Bonaf, dalph _
Réynoldszgéd We B.Lﬁﬁdson wore® the cqtstéhding citizens.l'
ha&~phf'con§faet for the lasi_biock'of_%né %égle Pitehar
séglter..‘TheTe Was a'thirty~f;obfooﬁ Ti.l and it was
yardagé sork. "Tkexe whole hollow we- damred up for water.
Bnothéribontract I had was the mile on)th Saventy-ﬁivel

highway which is called the Miseing Link. I put in all the
switches on the ¥risea. from he“.yeita to the Vietoria mines, -

*

- ¥
2
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Bryunt and on fo Bed Creek and I put in another switeh“for
Jack Fretﬁéll. Whan it was 4 hurry yob 1 bad from ten to
twelve msn working under m» §§d wwenty~one heud of horses.
I. narrow :la.es and d..c there wsn't eno.gh roeom for so
many teans as %hey would be in each other's wey. B, A.
Jackson was a »ulldiag contructor aud_put the Blaine
Theater whe;; 2 garuge wase I nad the coualra.i for the
. I \
“pasement for the building to go on Up--and went/%é'other
fulldfngs where teoms were needed.

One snt of harnssé,,ost me $250.00s Lt was more to
mals 3 Jrotty team show dp~~and my StoCa was ais pretty
ag well as ;cod, in-ordinary setv of oil field hirnmass

| A

would cost : $15C.vt. a farmer's ;iain barness cost about |

$30,00. This expensive set or barness had many diiferent

.

cclored celh

N

leather--u big le.il

oid riasgs t¢ 1 ok pretty, nuch good sirong
housing over the hayses apd col.ar

/

and ther~ wa 38 great deal of™wgrs maxing them. These

had to ba sirooz and #e ‘wanted them to pretty so we .
had. to say more for them. - - T N
LY
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