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HUDSON, RUFUS. INTERVIEW. .\ f
Tield Worker's naue Levina R, Beavers '
This report madc on (date) April 15, . 193 8
'l. Name Rufus Hudson
9, Post 0ffice Address Smithville, Oklahoma,

3. Residence address (or location) 2% miles south of Smithville.

4, ' DATE OF BIRTH: lonth _ June ' . Day 10 year 1879
5, Place of birth 2% miles south of Smithville.
a Eagletown,
6. Name of Father  George Hudson Placc of birth _ gklahoma,
Other information about father . |
7. Name-of-Mether . Susan Hudson Place of birth Smithville,

Other information about mother

~--~leahemaf~_~_

+

§Notes or complete narrative by the {ield worker dealing with the life and
story of the rerson interviewsd.. Rofer to Manual for sug.csted subjects
uestions, Continue on blank sheets if nccessary and attach firmly to

|
i’chis forme Number of sheets ottmehed——m8 —
i .
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An Interview with Rufus Hudson, Smithville, Oklahoma.
By - Levina R, Beavers, Imvestigator.
April 15, 1938,

Rufus Hudson was bora in 1879 mear Smithville whers
he lives now, His father, Georgs Huﬁaon, was bora near
Eagletown im 1840 and his mother,Suaai Hudaon was bora near
Smithville ia 1841. Thia little McCurteim County town is
aituated in the mortheastera part of the coﬁnty about two
and a half miles from the County line between LeFlore and
kcCurtain Counties and ia in the heart of the healthiest
-region of the state. While as a aattlemit, it is amo&g‘
the oldest in the county, yet it never assumed thsg%iglity
of a village ustil Williem L. Burkkart, with his Indiam
bride, moved there ia 1903, Will Burkhert, who married. the
daughter of Plemor McClure, was a amative of India;h,-a
good citizen, a man of great emergy amd business abilify,
and it may be truthfully said that it was because of Mry
Burkhart's progress;v; spirit that.Smithville was fourded
and'haa bocomn‘ono of the thriving villagos orn the Zounty
map, Smithville amd the county,toq,have missed Mr. Burke-
hart since ﬁis tragic death many years ago. He was throwa

from his borse and almoat instantly killed.
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The town of Smithville is an 0ld place of some
historic intereat, located on the 0ld Doaksville road;
it iaa a stoppimg place for iravelers im the old days.
Tﬁo Presbyteriaan Church was ‘established early s a place
of worship ror the: Choctaw Indians at Smithville; it is
still in exisqpncc, but with a much better church build-
ing tham the first one. '

The first Choctaw payments, which distributed thou-
sands of dollars to the Indiamns were made at Smithville,
and it was one of the first places at which a meighbor-

hood school was established under Government supervision.
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