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Jase Se Buchanen,
Investigator,
December 15, 1937.

an Interview with Mr. Henry S. Kyers,
4118 %, Broadway, Muskoges, Ckla,

I wes born October 25, 1875, five miles west of
Mugskogee in the Creek MNetion, My father wes John A.
hyez"s, Creak freedman, the son of a. G. Myers, a white
man em darriet Caney, u Creek freedwoman. Father
was reared at Fort Gibson and nesr mis_kogee. In early
manhood he was merried to Hagsr Lewis, Creek, the
daughter of Henry and Diansh Davis lewis. She was
also a Creek freedwoman. ZFour children were born %o
them, inecluding myself. .

Soon after their marriage ¥Father established a
cleim five miles west and two miles north of l&nskogee‘,
on Pecan Creek. The four children of the famlily were
born on ﬂ}at place and Ehe femily resided there until
the Creek allotments were made.

During Father's early life he became active in
'political affairs of the Creeck Metion and was personsnl
eid snd interpreter for Isparhechcr duri'x‘:tg hisvstormy

politicel period and the Green Peach War and wac with
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Isparhecher during his winter ;efuge in the Comsnche
country where he and his followers were extended the
.hospitality and protection of that trice by the Chief,
AQA Habbe, Father remsined in the Comanche co.ntry
with I.sparhecher until the following Spring when a
detachment of United States soldiers conducted Lsper-
checher and his followers back to the Creek Nation with
a gnaranfée of prétection until peace could be made bee
tween the warring factions.

Later he served eight years in the service of the
cgaak Light Horse, then he was elected sz & member of the
Creek council in whick capscity he served until the gboli-

tion of tha Creek Governmest,
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I was reared and gféi”ib menhood on the old home
.place west of Muskogee end attenrded the Creek schools,
also the Baptist Mission school ut Tullahasss and the

Pecan Creek Mission school west of Muskogee. When I

first started to school st Tullahasse it was & mixed school

for Creek and freedmen criidren, but during the tims I was
there it was made &n exclusive colored school, I attended

‘the Pecan Creek mission the first ferm it was npene J.Pe
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.-Davmaon, whose Oreek neme was "Buz" Hawkins,was the
first superintendent of the Pecan Creek Kission.

After the Indian Agency moved from the stone
building on agency Eill into Muskogee in 1872 the
buildinz was umused until the Greek Govermment establish-
ed reek 0rphan‘s home and school and used the building
‘for that purpose for several years, Another memory of
the 014 Agency Hill that lingers in my mind is of the old
wind grist mill that stood a short distance from the ’gency
building und when I wes only & child I would accompany my
grandmother when she yould take corn to the mill to have
thoir meal ground, The mill could not grind the corn only

when there was & good strong wind blowing, s0 when there

-

would bs a spell of good>—st;o£g wind the neighbbr}mod wolxld

all tmke their litt\le bateh of corn upon the hill to be

ground.s an old gentlemsn by the name of Foraman owned the

mille I always heaxrd him called Ma jor Foreman, L
My first wrk after leaviixg school ==3 riding range

end herding cattle for "Buz® Bewkins, a Creek who hed’

large herds on the renge west of Muskogees
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I wes with Bowkins about'éhree years, Lesving -
that job I went to work for Captain Severs riding
range and worked for him =bout two yerrs, .t that
t!me\Captain Severs had 8 pesturagé lense wbhout twenty
miles square, His lease covered the’%erritory from
Muskogoe south almost to Cktahe, west %o near ¥here
Bofnton now stends, then ren 8 northeast dirgction to
the vicinity of where the little town of Taft was later
built, then east to Muakbgée. Thers was &n extensive -
cattle business carried on in this country until the.
allotments were made und the cpuntry bégan to settle
up gnd one of the grestest estile rangas destroyed;.

"and an industry put out of business thet waes mors prof;,

iteble then the sane country hes proven ﬁb be frr
agriculture in later vesrs.

Leaving Mr. Severs, I went into partnarship with
Bustin Hawkins and put in & store amd engeged in the
mercentile business, Our store wes loc ted north of
Tullshagsee on the north side of Verﬁigris River at the

old swinging bridge. fc conducted this business topether
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about three yesrs, when I sold out my interest to
Hawkins snd moved back to Mzakoéee «nd accepted a
position as collsctor for W, H.‘ Batesman, who wés
in‘ the real estate business hers ut the time. I wes
with Er. Betesmsn about onz year, Leaving that posi-
- %ion, I went into the real estate business for myself,
in 1806,a:4 engsged in that business for some time and .
in that adventure wes where my money ard I separeted.

in l?iz I was murried to HBattie Scott, Creek
frecdman. I have one daughter by that marriage, Our
married life was not a success emd resulted in separz-
tionl in 1916, |

In 1924 1 wes merried to Lilian Owens, by whom I

have two ghildren. - . - - - . - . . .. _



