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Field Worker's name Johnson H. Hampton

This report made on (date) Dtoembr 14, 193 7

1 . Name Mr. 0 . A. %yrs , a Pionoor

2, Posx Office Address Antler8, Oklahoma

3 . Residence address (or location)

4 . DATE OF BIRTH: ' Month fbraary

5« Place of b i r th

Day 14 Year 1870

6, Name of Father

Other informat ion about father

7. Name of Mother

Other information about mother

Place of b i r th Arkansas

. Place of bir th Arkansas

JJotes or complete narrat ive by the ' f i e ld worker dealing with the l i f e and
story of the person intorviewod» Refer to .Manual for suggested subjects
and questions. Continue on blank sheets if necessary and attach firmly to
th i s form. Number of sheets attached 6 • •
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An interv iew with 0 . A. Myirs , a
p i o n e e r , A n t l e r s , Oklahoma.

I was born February 1 4 , 1 8 7 0 , in the t t a t e of Arkansas*

I cams to the Indian T e r r i t o r y when I was p r a c t i c a l l y a young

nan*. I oama to the Cherokee Nat ion f i r s t , l i v e d there f o r

a w h i l e , then came t o the Chootaw Nat ion and l o c a t e d a t A l b i o n ,

a small torn on the F r i s c o Rai l road ,
»

From there I went out to a sawmill camp where I went to

work at this mill back in what was called the Potato'Hills.

The oawmill wa«, owned by two ©en by the name of Stump and

Patreee and was atyled the Stump and Patrees Lumber Company.

I worked for them for about four years when they then moved

their mill to Arkansas; I went with them and worked for them

there.

Stump and Patrees then soved back to the Ghoctaw

Nation and I came back with them and worked for them for a

while, and then came on done to Antlers. My father and

mother lived in Arkansas until their death and were buried

there.

1 wanted to come to the Indian Territory for soma time

before I did come. I had heard thai i t offered good oppor-

tunit ies for young •*&, so X wanted to come.
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1 never farmed muoh for 1 have worked a t sawmills

n e a r l y a l l the t ime I have been in t h i s cou&vry. At the

t i n e 1 came, t he re was f ine yellow pine t imber in t h i s

count ry , and i% did not, cost the men tha t were running the

sawmill^ anything to gfc^vne t imber a s they s t o l e most of

the t imber from the Choctaw I n d i a n s . They were B up posed

to pay so much per thousand f ee t a s r o y a l t y to t he Choctavss

but they got away with most of i t without paying for i t , tmd

if the roya l ty c o l l e c t o r came around they vsould t e l l Lim. any-

t h i n g for t h e c o l l e c t o r would not know anyth ing about t imber

sca l e s any way. In t h a t way they sure did s tea i - the , . . t imber .

At t h a t time the lumber was not worth muoh-about $5.00 pa r

thousand f e e t for the f i r s t grade lumber. They had no second

grade lumber; what might be second grade they would use t o

f i r e the lumber k i l n with which t o d ry t he lumber for the p l a n e r .

When I landed in the Cherq&ae Nat ion t h e r e were only

a few white people t h e r e , and when I came t o Albion i t vaa

the same way - very few white people ; and when I came t o

A n t l e r s , t h e r e were not many white people h e r e . At t h a t time

the town was very s m a l l , about th ree s t o r e s a t t h a t t i n * . One

of the s t o r e s was owned by V. M. Locke; one was owned by

Coleman Nelson; and t h e o t h e r by Henry Almond. There was
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also a post office here and that was a l l that- was here

whan I came to ' this town. They had no aohooi nor church

house either*

The only churches around wore the Chootaw Ghurches.

They had the i r churches and had t h e i r neighborhood schools

but the white children did not attend these schools for a

long while. Finally, however, white children did attend

the schools with the Chootew children.

While I was in the Cherokee lo t ion-1 went to a shoot-

ing contest between the Indians who used bows and arrows.

They called i t shooting corn s ta lks . They would put up

the corn stalk at about 100 yards from the l i ne . Their

arrows had long spikes on the ends just as sharp as they

could be. The one who h i t one of the s ta lks was the winner.

I have seen them bet the i r ponies and ar ything they could

bet . They did not have much jjfcmey but they would bet a l l

they had, and I have seen sona good shooting with -bows and

arrows. When they turned the arrow loose from t h e i r bow

i t want l ike a bul le t from a r i f l e . They had these .shoot-

ing matches very often* I have never seen the Ohoctaw

U N bows and arrows at any time.
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I used to see the Corn dance and other dances while

in-the Cherokee Nation, but the Chootaw did not have that

kind of dances; that is, I have never aeen one of them since

I have been among the Chootaw Tribe of Indians. I have seen

them dance but they danced like the white people, a square

dance, and they danced with the white people,

< I have attended their camp meetings. I would go to

hear them preach but I did not understand them for they

preached in their own language but I would go to every one

that I could get to. They would feed ell that came there

for the Meeting. They killed hogs and sometimes beef and

got everything ready; then they moved there and camped.

And I have been to their cries. Of course, it was

a curiosity to watch them take on over the dead who had

been dead for several aonths. They mostly buried the dead

at the house where they lived and they would build a little

house over the grave. They had their cries a few months

after the funeral* They all gathered around the grave and

cried. Nearly all of them would get down on their knees and

cry. They all took part in their cries.

Our nearest court was at Fort Smith. The offioers

would cone down from there after the criminals wanted in
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t h i s country, aM i f they succeeded in catch ing tftvn th

would haul them In wagons or hacks back to Fort Smith whert

they ware put in j a i l . Jim Xnnis and a negro, Wil l B a l e ,

would cone down t o g e t h e r . Jim Snnia would a r r e s t .the white

people and the negro would a r r e s t the Chootawe and negroes .

They used t o have a hard time oat oh ing the oriminals in t h i s

country then . They f i n a l l y got a Federal Court e s tab l i shed

in P a r i s , Texas, where they took t h e i r pr i soners , and in 1898

a Federal Court was e s tab l i shed in A n t l e r s , a f t e r whioh a l l

who were arrested in the centra l d i s t r i c t were put in j a i l

here at A n t l e r s , and t r i e d and sent to the pen i tent iary from

•here. They mostly was sent to Port Leavenworth, Kansas.

I remember wjien Solomon Hotema, an Indian preaoher, and

a w e l l educated Chootaw, k i l l e d three of h i s trib*«ne& for

being w i t c h e s . Some Indian doctor t o l d hist that those whom

he k i l l e d were wi tches and that they were the oaes who k i l l e d

h i s l i t t l e boy by bewitching them; so he took h i s shot gun,

went out and k i l l e d a l l three of them. He then was arres ted

for murder and t r i e d in the Par i s Court and convicted for

auxder and sent to the pen i tent iary in Georgia. Be f i n a l l y

was paroled and came home where he died j u s t a short time
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a f t e r he asm* horn*. Some of the Indians s t i l l be l ieve

in wittfhea to t h i s day.

There uaed 'to be l o t e of wild game in t h i s country .

The wooda were f u l l of deer , turkeys and the re were l o t a

of f i s h in the c reeks . Bears, pan the r s , wolves and aj

o the r wild game were here t hen . We oould go out and k i l l

a .deer o r a tu-rkey a t any time we wanted t o . Some of the

man would k i l l a bear back in the mountains.

I have been in t h i s country for a long ti.ae and I

have l ived among the Chootaws most of my time h e r e . I

have never had any t roub le with anyone of them. They have

always t r e a t e d me a l l r i g h t and they are good people; they

did not. bother the white people at a l l . They would f ight

asong themselves and sometimes k i l l one another but they

did not bother anyone e l s e . And they were j u s t a s honest

aa they oould be* You could depend on t h e i r word a t any

t ime . I t h i n k tha t they are about t h e bes t people anywhere

t o ay way of thinking*


