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i Field Worker13 nmue le \ ia& 8. Beavers,

= This report made on (date) ^ p r i l 8, 1P33 193

1. Name Isom Hudson

2. Post Office Address Esgletown

7 Kssicteaee-address (or loca t ion) 2 ? ^ i l » 8 eas t of Ea gig town

4. DATE OF BIKTH: Month November Day 29, Y';ai

5,__ Pla^e of b i r t h Near Eagletown ,___

Neer
6. Name of Father Daniel Hudson Place of b i r t h Eagle town

Otlier information fibout f a t h e r Sher i f f

7. Name of Mother S e l l i e Hudson Place of b i r t h Mountain-

Other information a l ^ u t mother

Notes or complete na r r . i t lve by tl:o f ie ld worker dx-alin;: wi th the lj.-°e ind.
story of the .eruon int.-rvic.vod. Rc f . r to Manunl f o r . s i u v e s t o d ,-ubjects
and quebtiuns« Continue on blank sN^c-ts if necoss'iry ?5-c4 a t t a c h f irmly to
t h i s form. Number of sheets at tochud - . ' . .
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Inves t iga to r , Levina R. Beev^rs,
Apri l 9, 1933.

Interview with Isom Hidson,
Eagle town.

The old ferry on Mountain Fork Riv^r was con t ro l l ed ,

owned end operated by a man named Membbee, who was a

ferryman for many years . Jus t one hundred" an~cr~ftTty -

yards from a place . outh of the bridge on the landing on

the west bank of the Mountain Fork River, K'lunbbee's home

was located j u s t a hal f r quar ter from the west landing ;

and was a loe cabin. I remember pessing his cabin, going

to see my mother 's f a the r , who l ived two miles f a r t he r

down the road. Mr. Mambbee had large apple t r e e s in h i s

yard and other f r u i t t r e e s . <<e crossed on t h i s f e r ry

boat a good raeny t i n e s . My grandfather , I son Going,

married Mambbee's sis ter^ Akonatema MambbeejSO we v i s i t e d

them. Mambbee ODen-ted the ferryboat u n t i l 1395 when he

died and then Governor Gardner had chrrge of itt and had

a negro, Joe »Vimbley, to 'operate i t for many years .

Then Governor Gardner 's h e i r s operated i t u n t i l the



49

HUDSON, ISuM. 1NTHKV1EV<. 13679

-2-

high bridge came through in 1922. This i s a ferry on

which her se thieves and robbers would meet the i r bad

luck. The ferry man wouldn't l e t anybody cross on a

ferry boat when the r iver we8 v s /y high.

There was a ford on. 'ountain Fork within two miles

of the place where i t empties into L i t t l e River; within

a quarter of a mile of the place where Mountain Fork

empties in there isja__ford__qn L i t t l e River but there is

no ferry boat landing. The Indians cal l th is crossing

Soke Lawa Hene Akocha, meaning "Heap lo t s crossing."

The ford on Mountain n'ork River at Hocha town, to

which plaoe_Father moved in 1890) has a very large rock

lying ri,iht in the middle of ttt© r iver and when the

water was over that roctc, the Indians wouldn't go into

i t for i t was past fording. The only boat that was

there was owned by a Choe taw Indian of the name cf

BUrnett Lewis. This boat was na de out of a large

pine log', hewed down f la t out on a i l four sides with

the inside dug out and squared and smoothed uht i l i t

looked l ike a plaifc long wood box and looked to be
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about twelve feet long, hewed and smoothed until it

was pretty. That is the boat that everybody crossed

the river in; it was made by Burnett Lewis' father

many yeaxs before.

Burnett Lewis lived on tr.e bank of his dugout

landing until he died in 1908. The ford was just
c

fifty yards south of the low water bridge. Hobson

dm leavers owns tr.e place now; he has built a fine
mansion there and h&s a nice" little Tarm','reising-

cattle and hogs, right on the river place.


