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Interview with lrs. Frank Munson
_ Alve, Oklaboma - ,

Mes. Won was born in Ohlo ox; December 13,
1888, Her mother was & senioy in the Femele Acedemy
of Ohio while her grandfather was & Baptist minister.

Mrs. Munson has teught school moat of l.mr 1ife,
She graduated in 1904 from Elgin High Sohool. _She -
then attended Carlton College in Northfield, Minne-
sota. She ;angﬁt rural ach;ola after she finished
- High School end them ri;zished -conege in l1912. Mrsg.
Munson taught for sixteen years in Minnesots end two
years in.Pennsylvanis, She taught English, German
and Journalism slong with Dramstics. She sponsored .

the High School newspapers while in Minnesota, The

-

'nenpaper Tech from Technicsl High School from Ste
" Cloud won Netional honors st the Central Fress
scholastic association at Medison, Wincﬁnain. Dure
1né this time she hed several short stories pube
lished i{n form mgazinea. She worked for several -
"-months &8 a feature writeu.'*’on a St, Paul daily.

.. The summers of 1926 und 1926 she spent in
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swmer school in Columbis University in New TYork
Citye o |

_’In the Yall of ‘;926 she went to Pennsylvania
to uccept & position as director of publicity in
the Aliquippe Public School. She stayed there during
the Fall f 1926 snd 1927 end returned to Columbia
that Spring, vhere ”sh'e got her Master's Degree in
English and Edveation in the Teacher's College.

The ne# Fall she came to Oklahoma, at Alva,
o toach’fEnglis'h, Journelism snd Dramatics in the
North.weatern State Teacherst College. /

She taught there until her marriege, JuJ;y 28,
1929, to Frank Gordon Munson of Alva,

Mrs, Munson is now'u busineﬁs partner to her
husband in the hatchery they ure rnnning.).

¢

_She hus given & siory of the Kanses loth

Cavelry whioh passed through woo_ds County ¢o join:
~ Custer et Fort Supply. . -

The .mmssacre of whits men und the kidnapping
of three white women led the Kansas 19th Cavalry
from Topeka acrpss Woods County in the Autumn cf

1868 on their way %o join Osnerel Custer at Fort
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The ermy wanted to ‘punish the Indians severely;
the Depertment of the Interior, the humenitarisns and
tpo church people wereialvaya intervening, &s one of
the soldiers of the Nineteonth'(complained. However,
General Custer and General Phil Sheridan were finslly.
given full puwer, urd they determined to go into the
wilderness in the Winter when the Indisns would be
at a disadvuntage, to ;'ecapturo the whité wemen und
pen ;ho Indsens on their Roaeméii\on 1f possible.

Kansans were in a fever of rage.at the kidnape
ping end formed their own reéiment to join Custer.™~
Headquarters were et Topeks, éast of the first Santa
Fe pessenger station. & fine body of hcrs'eo had.begxi
recruited from the stables of Kansas, Missouri und

fowa, e beausiful group thet were destined for e haxd
fate in Oklahoma ?cx;rttorg. ‘

It was on Nov;anbor 1v, 1868, when the regiment
reached what is now Kiowa., The morning had been
warn ﬁ{t before noon it began to rein and rain kept

. Vurp ;1—1- day, ohungingwto frost und snow as ngght) cume ’
- <

. Ol ¢
- P .
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!or & 'hola day the men hsd had nothing $o eat
{;t the buffalo 'thh they had huntod. The ‘hrses, .
hoqugr,, had had no grein nor huy for theu three .’daya.
previoug', %jn'd p%xerg vax; nothing but ah;rt, dry.prairio ,
grass for them. They :;; alrecdy hnngfry‘u’nd weakened

by their three dsys' fast, In such & plight they entered

-

‘Ok-lahomh;‘ - L .
,Tc;uard night the winci ’cll;angod"th_l it gz‘év; cold. ~

The train wes far in ’ghe rear and deep in ihe ;npd.

A bivouse wes made just before dark.on & crooked, )

aluggish' Stream, prbbably the Sel’t ‘Foi‘?k'of Re& R}.'ve'r; ]

Soon after, the wind 1ncroased to & dhwrrigane, the g

tmrature last ite grip and ren to zero and uniea:. /

-

The wet olothing of the soldiers stiffened and - . “
whitenod with frost. S ,,// h
Not a stick of wood was found;_and the buffelg |

chips wers saturated with water, The wind was éo '
) furioua‘that fires were impossible c;icept in holés.
The night was monloqg and very dark. Enry av;:i;-
‘8bie Nan was ¢lingling to ’thoﬂho'rus. These were

still excited i;y a stempede they had épno through
. o _ '
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the night before. All night the harses were led up
‘and down, up end dgwn. The sudden lurch of a horse

or an unexpectsd movement of & man would have carried
every enimal out onto the pleins é fugitive, i;émpiing
ren to dsath g they went. .

Thus in storm, cold and darkness, without food end
without fire, the Kensas Nineteenth Cavaliy entered
Woode County. )

&t eleven o'clock thst night & few men found ho
end of & ioé protruding from & river bank several miles
‘away. It took until three in the morning to build a
fire, whicvh they did in a hole in the grounmd where
soms of the men became Werm once more and slept until
dawn,

The Salt Fark of Red River hed risen in the nijht
and 1t was with difficulty thet s ford was found, but
this predicement a8 slight compered to the foodless
day which followed with Bo tuffelo meat to be found.
The hills near the Cimarron were looming high ahaad;°
but at n;on theé aﬁy clouded ov;f and. those were lont '
to sight. The snow began to fall and the soldiars

end horses wers covered with it.
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Their encampment that night wes on Send Creek,
in five inches of snow, but wit/h timber about them
and &roaring fires to keep off the wintry chill,.

There was no bufralo m;ft that evening; the only
focd in cemp wes 8ix ba;-ralﬁ of cube sugar for khe
officer's mess, which Co ﬁel .;Gra/awford meted out
to the thousand. Every man was gﬁen a8 little hand~
. ful of cubes after' their days tramp” th.rough the snow,

Officers and men casmped on Send Creck in five
inches of snow wi‘c‘hd more talling.on the night of
November 2z, 1868«/ Somethiné hed to te-done. &
few sugar cubes ﬁould no 'longer fead a%thousand men.
The wind might /e/:hané-g end the snow atart to d'ri_ft;
then they wm,zl have%to kill the har ses snd begin
‘4o 1ive off/them - and the kidnSpped white women
would not /be rqtcued; ‘the massacred men would not
be ave Bod ¢

Tp/o_ snow continued falling and by .ten 6'clock.
that /AXght thers was 8 ten inch blanket over the
fields, when Captein A, -Y..Pliley left in the darke

ness in sesrch of General Sheriden anmd Yort Snpply.

412
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Captain Pliley ‘waa then accounted one of the
most romentic figures in Kanses end one of the most
agile in getting out of ddfficult situntions. A%
"the Aricharee Fort, with one soldier mccompanying
_him, he had crewled out iu the dark, with Indian
werriors all about him and -sought and obteined help
from another regiment and ﬁad saved the iives of
manye

Now, accompanied bty Lbeutenant Jesse E. Parsons
of Troop C, with fifgy pic);ed men and horses, he left
the cemp at Sand Creck, ae,atti'ng, out in the snow storm
to find possible safety for the whole regiment. He
must find Fort, Supply a%t once. Aall thet Colonel Craww
ford knew was that this fort was "somewhere nsar the
forks of Beaver X?reek, and the North Cansdisn River”

The regmem\;i woke up on November 23, with the
"snow BEill ralliné heavily and with a foot o; snow
upon the ground. All the cottonwoods possible were
cut down end their branches and twigs were fed to
the wezkened horses, but it was poor esting for the

bsasts, The men had nothing all day.

L]

A Y
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The next morning the spow had stopped, and 'éixé ”
ermy grizdy moved out of cemp breeking the icy crmust
end floundering wbout. They could mot go horsebbck
any longer, for the horses were too weak to carry themj
so they had to walk as best they could,

That night they encemped within clcse view of thél
Cimerren hilla, hut this time with buffalo mest for
aupﬁer. .Ehare were 8lso hackberry trees at thia place
end the soldiers siripped the‘trees of the berries,
which tasted fine with buffelo mest.

T?fé point where they camped beceme kncwn offic~ .
ially as Camp Hackberry Point, elthough the soldiers knew
it én Cemp Sterystios, or Camp Deaolgtion. Here on & plain
Eeﬁyeenihigh hills, with = bfook and ;jming{at their
feet and Wild Cat Mountains at their right, the army
made themselves én comforteble as possible.

-Backberry Point beceme known to the Woods County
settlers as "Cuater's Camp", becsuse the men were
going to join Custer, alghough rightfully the plqce
cow®d huve been called "Crawford'@ Camp", as Crawford
wa; the commending officer. The belief is that this

camp hes been located west of the station of Rrace
L 2

S



‘

ﬁﬁnéon, FRANK (MRS.) INTERVIEW. ., 9138

/{’
1S
o
1

L 2

on ﬂ’}_:e Sents Fe branch to Fréedom, up the Cimrrovn
from f\’ileynoka.' This would be in. the paﬁture of Fred

~ Viban, & mile or two off of the ‘road. ;riowever;to
have reached this spot the regiment must have manderéd
far off their course. |

Simply to remsin there £nd. est horse flesh was
impossible and for the whole army to move was impossible :
'aleo, &8 men and \peasts were both weakened , some of the
men were sick-and Qome werea frostbitten,.

Five hundred pickod.men and horses then left camp
setting out without beda, tents or food for Fort Supply,
living on game if they could get 1t, going without
if they couldn't. Thege stronger, sturdier ien were
undcr tae commend of Lisutenent Colonel Horace L, Moo;ce,
wm,le the remeinder, over six hundred wmen, were left
with Xg jor B. W. Jenkins and Colonel Crewford.

The next morning the picked men gmssed the
Cimarron Rivez; through throe feet of wate‘r, and came
to u blank wall of zrocipice on the other side of.
the Cinsrron. TFor saverul miles they skirted the - .

N
base of the cliffs, and' finally found & narrow

defih through which they might go, climbing up
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_some five hundred feet to the mesas ubove. 1t wes '
- dark when they reached the mesas and, {hpre were five
hundred men camped in tle snow by cotiomwood fires

et a little creek with nothing et 2ll to gat and
. - { . -

[
-

only -brenchee 'ot‘..i'.réea for their horses..
The "c‘hez;mme{:ef went to twenty degracs below
zero that night of Yovember 25, 1868, with the
Kansas HNinetegnth Cafa}.py e‘a?ampc;d beside & 'izreeic
beyo‘ixq the Cixﬁarmﬁ on 'the way to Tort Supply.,’I!he.
horaes were shive;r;inig'aad without feed, and the me,n'
wore too; bud thay tried to screpe off the snow and":
find a little g'-e;s's"for the horses to ert, |
- Mony men set u§ all nigit over the fire, o
ing their horses with their only blenkets; for
those horses must not diel |
*  The harses began to sicken and die, however,
for they had not hed a good ration since they left
Wichita, two weeks previcug,und & few cottonwood

branches could not koep them slive,

¥iitn no food for themselves and with the horses

- starving to death, the men woke to Thanksgiving day,

bitter and chesriess. If they could noi reach Fort
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“expbdition would be defeated, ‘

There were three white women %0 ce found among

the Indians; there werelirs, Clare 3linn and her two year

©

old boy, who had been taken from a train going from .
Lyon to Lodge; her husband was killed at the time. She
had found opporiunivy to seud a note by Hexican traders,

saying, "I am with the Cheycnnes and they sey when the

white mon make peace, we can go home., They expect

traders to come und they will sell us to theme If it

is Mexicans, I am ufraid they will sell us into slavery

in ¥exico."

Then there was the white girl( name unkmown -) -whose

father, mother, brother, 2nd sister were all killed

then their house on the Republicen River was aurrounded

and this seventeen yeér 0ld gzirl wes taken eaptive,
Then thers wns u bride named Mrs, Morgsn. She
was teksn from near the Solomon River. Her young
husband was shot, ond she hergelf wes stunned with
a rar'club and was thrown scross a pony's back,
-

Both of these young womun were belicved to be in

the seme purty of Indisns, though neigher hed seen

3
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’ ‘I‘hankagiving day. paaaed with litule to eat and Co
liittle to be. t;xankful for; but the next day cheer - 3,
after chaep went up’ fr&m the'am,'%orqvthey had di's-'
covered the‘ stump of. & tree recently cut by'a white
man's exe!l , DA S

Iy tv'a‘s".\'Plile's- :brei.l they w;re.‘qi'oss.‘in'g,'nm!.

</

The men hed wild turkey for supper. " /
a &ay later they came ;to ?oft Suppiy/ i’
Pliley had arrived thra,e Gevs ;gre//{ous, and

Genaeral Sheridan had sent bacic suitable supvlies

to the detachment left 111 ‘ﬂooda County on the Ci rron;

Sheriden ordered his men to eleer the sndw, ereet tents,

ana £411 them with hny‘ror dry bedding for o!‘“f’ioers

and men. )

Safe end snug in the camp at Forf énpply, the
first half of the Kensss Nineteenth Regiment wasted
for the okthers' to come in, which they did shortly

after without the loss of & men, zlghough e number of ot

?” =

good horaea were lert by the weyside,There was chag,rin,
though to find that Generanl Custer had not uaited for

them, but had gone off to fight the Indisns himself.
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On November 28, the day efter their arrilél, a
.scout brouéht tﬁe rews that the battle of tﬁéﬁﬁashita
ned been fought on lovember 27, eud thet Black Kettle,
Little Rock and most gf their warriors bad been kille§
-and the women, and ch}idreﬁ captursd, while two dise
"'tinéuished white officers: hed been.kilied, 55 vell os
seven men of the aeventh Cavalry. '
Fyonm this time ogtghe hineteenth Regiment was
merged with the Segenth as part of Custer's army. ‘én
D;c;mbar.s tpe& left together -on the indisns’ trail,
about eighteéq fundred horseden @na three hundreé

rule waébha. .

J:\ the Sough Canadian diver the cold was so‘in-

&
tonge that thﬂ thepmomater re gietered eighteen degre@a

- . .

below. " - 2 ;‘,

OnaDecemher lO the soldiers urrived at the

battleground of the Washite, and here found in & wagon’

.‘ff

the deed bodies of s, Cleve slimn end het 1ittle bo&.

Mras. Hilinn hsd been ahot end her little boy killed by
being dashed against a tree,

On to Fort Copbt marched the ermy, to dismantle
and alandon it aoon arter; thence to Fort Si11 in the

i OM“ uomaiu .

419
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7 ¢' Death now began to teke toil of the horgee, ole
though_they were getting grain en: green grasés; but
th;‘priv&t;Q£; they hed andﬁ;eq~ e too mﬁch fo?{theﬁ.
Bodies of decd norses lined éhéij:z rénmfﬁort Codb to
" Fort 8811 and”rinallyi‘tﬁ? feuggurviiing horseg were
turned in(;.t Fort ;»rb\;ckle; ’

Merch 10 '@he mules, too, began to fell; end

mile, meat bécame the 9nly food in the ermy. The
‘-coffeb, sugar snd_tobaéco-hnd long since beer cone,
and even the sélt wééxéone.‘ After meny dnyg of privé-
etions, however, qutér caught up with the bhe&enﬁes.
) The army believed that their time fg: revense
had éoﬁe, end it wes with groai bewilderﬁent that , -
" they saw Custer waneuver uuletly without permitting -
thein Yo fire. But thex;e,were #two kidnepped women
to be rescued,cand:thqugh the brother of one %as
$here, raging to zet ut the sunvages, Custier Qﬁew
the girds muat be rescued without » fight, lest
they.perish %s d4d Clars Blinn snd her boy.
 at lcsf;‘by parleys between Custer und the

chiqrs'und threats of immedinte execution if the

women wers not brought to General Custer before

420
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* %he sun went down, the. Indi: n8 wore-induced to de-
. livé; their prisoners. First, on a hilitop couia‘
‘ba acen & .single Indian, *beckpixing t<; someoune in '_
the reer, then anoth.nr ép;sare@, beckoning, then
another agd another, .:Finali_Ly u poﬁy cane or which
weré .‘cwo~ figum?. "These slid off end varé met Ly &,
&D i'ziterp;retezl' of Custer's army, who signclled for
them to udvence 1;,0 Cuamp o
They crme slouiy,} hand-in hends Custe. de.t
-€he Ranses- colo.n;al forwn;'é to réceive them in the
nome of hensas. The two youns:women Cl’w;gj‘.t}()" esch
othex déépezlate}y. Colonel Moore t:'>f tie "incteenth
,a.ske('i‘the oldér one, "ire yoﬁ Mra. iriorgan".' She )
é?fs;:c}-z;ec; thet she was, snd. her compation w“:-s:léise
- s?hite.n Theﬁ Mps, Mar gen aaiced,'"Ai-e go¢ free ancwe"
When reassured, she saig, "“‘r‘a’here is my husbendy"
He wes woﬁxded, but aliv‘t‘s o Anz'l my brothers™ They ‘
replied, "With the frmy." But they did not toll.
her tht hor brother wes under #rrost until she
and Miss m'xi‘te wgz‘e safe, 30 tact he would not
| kill: every Indian 1n‘sight. liss White h":nw that

all her people had been killed, 8o esked no \uestions, - -
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'Tha girls were dressed i. flour sacks,x}th‘;eg-,

gings und moccaaina. ’Ufricera'uud.men dre# off “their

oouta ut once to give to them. ~ |

A The girls showed ma!as of hurd und cruel usage,

Heuvy burdens had been cgrria@ on their bare ehouldera‘

$111 th% skié wag us hurd:aud calloused us the julm

of & lﬁﬁorér’s‘hand. The jealous scumws, with their

berberic rawiides, had covered their backs with scars.

s
§ome of the more recert laahzngs bed left unhesled

. geshes us wide ag & man'e‘fing;;. ~% first they hod™
been- sold beck ani fszuh umong ;ne tusks scr fffteen
ponies, but their lest owners ouly peid two. For
five or six sonthe ihese wowen hi:a borze distress,
hcmegi;kness, grief, sbude, cold, hunger and loss
of hope, und still liveds

From this pluce bsck to cuwmp Hupply the men
marched every doy weaker from luss of food; every
d=y mere mules fell, their wogons being burned
rather tgan left behind., ?t loust thoy staggered
1§xo'Supply, where they were fed, und in som. -

messure, healed Of their privationd. within a

o

0

ALY
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few deys they were roudy to turs northwem and ccmrence
the two hucdred mile murch to Fort Heys, where they

" were mustered out £pril 18, 1869,

»

There wre other marks of their coming, however,
than the ruts of their wagons ccrecse the kilic; for
" David Payre, chief of the 1 oomere, wes cne of ticlr

number; and there weres msny cthers whe hed crorsed

the land of Cklahora, zrd declered it r1cir and worth

heving - & dcgire thaet fivally led 1o the ~pecning of

Indien Territory anmi the “herokee Cutlet to white

»

civilizotior.



