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JFiel® Worker'!s name _ myth B, Moon
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Tais roport made on (date) _Qctober 4, 1937. 193
i L .
1,. Name __ Ed Murphy ' \
-2, rost Ortice Address __Cuthrie, Oxlahoma
- A 4 -

3., Residcnce address (or location) 114 Soutiy Bl .

v . N .o 7 .
¢, DLTE OF BIKTH? Month.. May , Day 4 ~ Yesr 1366
5 Place of birth . Negr Mertinsville, indiena ‘ ¥, )
1 ‘ﬂ‘ . \ ~ -

on .hite River
6. YName-of Fathoer ‘. Murphy © Placc of birth Indiena
Cther informetion about father -

> ’ R 5 -~ . . ' ’ -. - T3 S

7. -Name of Mother  HMery Grey - Place of birth indiena™s

.-

Other information about mother Cied #hen I was only four yeers old.

Rotec or complete narretive by the {ield worker dealing with the 1ifs and-
story of the .erson interviewsd, Rcfer to Manual for suggested subjects
and guestions, Continuc on blank sheets if nececssary amd attach firmly-to

this ‘gorm. Mumber of shoets attached ) S

- ‘.




MJRPHY, ED.

o«

. .

INTERVIEN. - .. A 8789,

: rleld ﬁorker\ Ruth E. Moon,

s

Iuterview with =i Murphny,

October 4, l 27, N

‘tuthrie, Unlahoma.

I3

iy experience: 14 A

~

Tines. .I was a cowboy

down into the new land

the-Kansas line when the Strip was opsned.end ceme %o 8

Guthrie in

the

in soutkern Xensao

in

'73.

“

+
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Cklehore heve been along severel

as early_as 1281 anl mede “lve 1irips

« O
%4

to hunt geme. ' I made the.run from

© 4
s

B

~
‘84 wrere as @ contrector I'nave help C o build

A

£

There were stili plenty ¢ »r-icie-chickens and queil -

But of%en as

'25 2~ J T T S, - i
wken my famil, cam:® Sul frot Z.liwna

1

& Ty, 1 woul” sec & party o Luniérs

returning from the Indiasi-ccuntry . ith iLa.» nagcﬁ;piled '

high with deer, bdear, couger, dnd wild tu*.,y untll the

load was so heavy thet the tesm couldn'f pull any nore,. so-

\

the hunters haé to welk by_uhe side of the wagons. 4And my

’

1333, 1 mede my Tirst

About the time thet Cerfield wars essescingted,in

>

x -

amhition was to go on such a trip.

. ’ a
vrip into the lnﬂian_cnuntxs but I

went to help drive cattle instead of to xill 3eer. Every-

bo'dy was telking "big penches" and trying to build up

‘¢ e

e

N
v . >
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their herds. Those who he? cattle Lsre mekings money for

good sized steer brought §40.00 end costs almost ao*ting

Y

to raise. 5o the settlsrs in Southern Kunse

0]

wen ted more

cattle. A men ncmed Northiup agreed to go to Texas sand

tuy fifteen thousend hezd o° cettle end Yring them back

.

.

- as far as-Pond Creek (the old site is nos celled Cefferson).

There the people w12 ~are huying *he cattle wWere to meet

him and get theis Jrure. My father end brotirrs emd I

-

vent Ao«n 1o get the Lldre” lecd the 't we ere'ltuying.

I wes only Pifteen, hut I wes much interested

£

?or fcour

hecd of cattle were to be mine. Ielping *o get those cattle

beck to Anthony, Xenses, was my first exverience driving

-

. .

cattle. )
A few month: late~, I hegin working on the T 5 reage

hd - *

on the Cimarron west of here
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ear oo th -r1le Lertin Resach unear
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“hen I spernt about a

\ > .
the ielicine River--there were usuglly five men et & reuch,-
B .
It was still &ll open ronge. oe would ride with the cettle
é
and bed *hem &t night, thet is turn tXem back until they .

. v
- »

sera in & compect bunch and quiet. L&&gi the csttiemen wewnt
]
together and formed ghe Comenche Pocl. i.ey fenced aboubt -

-

. P S ~
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& hundred square m}leé 6f grezing land end built line camps
- avery thirty miles eround it. 4 cowboy's reguler work was
" to ride about fifte;n*mileé'aiong the fence. I worked

on the north side and back 1o camp. Anythzing wrong with
the “fence must be repairei.‘ If eny catﬁle hed got out

: N I .
they must te rounded up and put back in. This life was

not so herd except in times of sgcrms. It wes iu ‘3¢ that

P ~

the sorst storm ceme and about thirty-fivg per cent of ell

the cattle on the pleins died in that stomm.

-
-

dhen they were getting ready ﬁo’open fﬁe country to
settlement, President Cleve}and ordered the cettle moved
out of Oklehoma . So th;re was & b‘i‘g f;nql rourd-up nesr
Ponq Lreek called the Lone Tree .round-up. Hundreds of
‘nandsygjeré there to cut the catfie tle t belonged to
- thetr’réﬁcp. The nuﬁigr of men viere pro-reted. I was,ﬁot
one of thoée Qicked to‘help, but I went down there anvway
just- to see it. I sét ‘on my horse on e 11ttle hill and as
fer as I could s2e there were cattle. quresentafives
were there from six or seven stateg. derds were teken from
there as far_es Montena and Nyominé. Reilroads were jammed

with cattle, as one big herd right after another wecited to
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be shipéed to md}ke%.“‘Qf QQurse the perket was glutted,

’
[}

. s ¢ . 4
for a while, =nd ‘the renchers lost g 1&t of money.-
s 4 ‘e . ' .

“I wes Working on' the T S renge when General Phil -
3 © B g .

. Sheridan rodé“éogn ?Frbugh there with about three o
four hundred men on fheir wéy fé';ort'Supply t;ihead off
en Indian uprising. He had last 2n aim ifkthezgivil-ﬂar.
Once I édt‘éfé my pony for 2 minute and he grazed awey
from me. Immediately several big steers céme between
me end my mount. A man on horseback is safe enough
eamong them, but thet was & pretty ticklish moment when
I found myself on foot and surrounied by w%ld, big-horned
steers. . I heve naver heen able to figure out anything
I could have done if I had been in my shirt sleeves.
Bﬁt it wes cool énough wezther that I wes wearing & cort.
So 1 drew‘it up onto my head end Jyon et the steers,
élopaing the sides of it. This frightened them awey
long enough for mewfo reech my horse.

Lgter, I worked 2s & stone mason end contr~ctor in
Anthony end #del_ington, Kensms. During the winter months,

when work was alweys slack, three compenions snd i went

on hunting trips down into Oklahoma. .e sold the geme
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teken at tPading posts or shipped it to merket and made
a nice proefit off of our furs,
We started south frcm liowe, Xensas, fol.owing old

ranch roeds, which were the only ro2ds. Usuelly we spent

108t ¢f our time between the Cimafron‘and the North

A i

Cénedien Rivers nesr Centonment.. .e made five such trips;

the first in '84 end the longest in '92. We stayed, three ™. . -

[ ey ’

mohths that time, and I fever shaved cnee during-thét

t:me, .When. I returned my wife hefdly knew me. - Thet

Christmes I sent .Ts. Murphy &-deer.&and & huge wild turkey.

It wéighed twenty-two pounds.aféer it wes dregééd.< She
had to ;ook it'in the'wasﬁ beiler &ﬁd roast it on the
boiler 1id, propped up'in the oven by bricks, Al& the
neighbors'hgd to help her eat thet turkey. ‘

e took with us only flour, sugar, and meal, the
meal mostly for’use in making bread for the dogs, &nd 1° ed
ncstlyvon fhe fresh zate we killed. It was fine et first,
but after a s?eady diet of it fo£ some éime, we W:ulé get
so hungry for fat meststhat we would just heve to find a

treding post and get scme. The thicker ené fetiter it was

the better it satisfied our creving.

el

4873
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" At tETs fime -the Government was issuing beeves to the

Cheyenﬁes end Arapanoes et Cantonment every three montas.

© Just a Tew.days before time for the rations to be civen out,
S : R A .
& tunch of Indirsne cemped clos= to our cemp. One night we

’

. . - 1 -
he:rg.some one snooping cround our tent. I weat outl 1C see

[ )

Teevho it wes en

there was en Indien. oZen he saw me he

“:.started to run but fell over one of the stakes end ropes

7

to our tent. He got up end went only & few feet until he
fell over another rope. e wes not used toc stekes and

ropes 2ll eround t £ outside of & tepee, e was proretly

.

.
loccking for food,for the next day several Indisus ceéme
;

Y

over to o™ camr &nd nented to trede & tunch ¢f good
. -’

o]

urs for some groceriec., e reellv ¢id not care to sell

N v e s %
ne didn't know hov lones it night

v LEEY v

N
vy

]
H

. £ aan 17T 4
2y 01 Sur supn.ilies

e before we coull replece them, Hut we geve them ebout

32 cents worth of stuff for the furs which broughs us
7,00 when we zot them to merxet.

«e had skinned the enimels thet we hed killed, end
stacked the cercesses up not faf from our cemp, intending
to dispose of them. There were coon, vpossum, skunk, and

everything in that pile end they had begun to swell and
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vere covered with green flies. The Indiens noticed them
end beéén to greb them snd meke off as if they had
stolen something. In no time the whole pile was gone.,

I guess thst wee enough for them until the beeves were
issued threes A:-ve leter, ’

Ten miles up the river from Cantonmant was Sherid &n's
Turkey Roost. If was ¢ valley ahout 2 mile long andt
filled with cottonwood trees, .e Wohfﬁléo in there in the
léte afterno?n and hide. About sundown the turkeys would
begin to comé welking in in droves from ev:ry direction.
That wes e sight worth seeing. 3y the time it wos Aderk
they woulé all be settled, with everv tree literslly
cove}ed and loaded down with the big birds. A brighkt
star-1it night was best, hen everytbing ves quietéd aown
we would &ll shoot et once.

1 killed sixteen deer myself on thet trip, end &
multitude of turkevs. <e tock & hundred and sixty furs.
e sold geme at Higgins, Texas, #nd &t tradiﬁg posts
elong the way. Geme thet was going to be sol? was not
skinned. It wes just drawn, and the cevity filkled with

o

a soft dry gress. It got pretty colg at night ¢t that

¢
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time of yesr end we kept the stuff shaded in the day time.
e codld keep it in good shape for e week. e foﬁhd thet
if we only ate the front quarters of the animel and seld
the "seddle” as the rest of it was called, vwe got elmost
as mu;h as if we had sold the whole enimgl. For instence,
a Wholqhgper'brought $6.00 to $3.00 and -we could ezt the
front legs and get within 73 cente of thst smount for the
reme inder. ?rom_then on ﬁe li?ed on front querters end
solé ell 'the "saddles." .

‘ Buffalo robes were plentiful and cheap. A good heavy
one only cost ebout $2.00. Je spresd the huffslo robes
on the ground for our teds ani they 3lso maée waerm covers.,

There wes eslways some dasnger of Indians. They said

th&ﬁ white‘men stole their ponied., I never wes in & fight
with them bdut £he sight cf them with wer paint on alwsys
sent shivers down my Lack. One night we were shout fifteen

miles west of the Cantonment with a bunch of Indiens cemped

ebout two miles away. in the night they begen to beat

o
¥

their tém«toms end have e war dance. .e didn't sleep very
well that night and moved cemp bright end eerly the next
morning.

In '94 we went hunting over in the Creek iation.
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e killed & deer the first evening end another the next
‘morning but thet is all we got except turkeys. Ve were
a little afreid that we woulﬁ meet some outlaws in those
hill's. e ceme to & hog rench run by & deaf end dumb
men and asked his advic;; by writing. Hd~ aunswered that
the outlews would not bother us if we tended fo our own
business, but to look out for United Stetes lfershals if

4
we shot too much gams, e hed & right to kill enough for
our needs, but must not teke eny out. Thet evening we

Jere sitting ebout cur cemp fire when five heavily armed

men rode up. They asked a lot of questions ebout our

-~

<
business in there, looked ¢t the one de~r thet we had shot

that dey. They telked in & very friendly way but they left
us rether nervous. we decided they were marshels and rogde.
back down the hill to tell the deaf and dumb man of our
visi<crs.. ‘when we hed described the men, he told us who
they were. 811l Doolin end 3itter Creek ere the only twe
whoéc nemes I can remember now but they were'all outlaws.

I sew three of those five men heuled into Guthrie iu a
wagon with their boots on efter being killed‘by officers.

I nelped my friend Sruce Déughertm, c photogrspher, teke

a picture of Bill Doolin sfter his Aseth. Papers mid

487
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$10.00 epiece for a copy of that picture. I wes acqueinted

with Bill Dalton but that wes befowe he went into the gang.‘

#hen the Strip opened I rode down from Celdwell,'Kanas,
on top @f & stock car. The trein was only making esbout

fifteen miles an hour znd people kept jumping off &ll =long

the wey. The\right-of-way wes fenced and they would try to

jumn over the fekce and put up & steke. Some of the women

hY

got hung up on the Rence. iomen had en sdventage for if

one was tryhlng to steks e cerfhin claim, the rien would let

soldiers teking some Sooners

I wented, it'ley & hePr mile

north of 0ld Poad creek and was & vonderful piece of land.

I expscted 3cmeone on hoxsebeck ty beet migfo it but when

.

I got there no one was on 1%. One man thought %hat he

¥es but when we had found the\gprnerst es and messured his

claim, his steke was just outside the line. About two days

le ter two meneeppe*red end both claimed they had been there

first. I knew that I hed be=n there eghead of them, but it

b -~

. wes expensive %o contest such things wo we agreesd to sell
\ &

\

“out to the first buyer and divide the price among the .

¥

VS R 4
three of us. We were offered 2209.00 hut had t0 make &

i

trip to C~1ldwell with the bu,er to'ge% the dreft cashed.
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fhile thér;‘the other two men told me that’ﬁhe deel was off,
as the buyer ﬁad chenged his mind end teken & trein for
home. I decided thet they were only double-crossing me,
heving coli;cted the Tull price tb;y were cutting m» out.

So I took the first trsin to Enid and got & numb;r. With

it I could fi}e on wy lénd ahezd of anyone else, Then I
went back to Pogd Cr%;klwhefaﬁl mét the buye> on the strset.
It was Jjust es i hdéd figured. He hed paid‘the other two
men the moﬁ;y end they hsd 1ef£ ﬁith'my shere, I t0ld him
thst‘I;had‘a number and the place belonged to me end he

/
gave up grecefully. I told him thet I would epnreciete

489

‘1t if he would write me ovt & (uit cleim,/deed to sny interest

W/
he had in my cloim, but neither of us had e piece of peper

o he picked upﬁe'little piece cf 1 x 4 flooring voard that -

was on the ground gud on it he wrote me ¢ quit cleim deed.

Thig left me sole owner of the place, waich ves ezsily
worth §3000.00. But in e litile while I decided %o go
vack to Kanses end sold out for $200.00. The next time it
changed hands the priﬁe peid was $2,7000.00. I went to the -
El Reno drewing but drew too high a number.

fie moved to Guthrie in 1394, end I built seversl of

the early business buildings here. One of these wes the
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tCharlie Pond Launéry on dest Cklahome Street thet burned

~

meny yeers\ago. I was the contrector for the second

‘butlding on the'campﬁs at Loangston. During the winter
iimonths when building was et & sténdstill, I turned egein
to ﬁunting to keep up ex;enses. Ev-fy morﬁing ny l?ttle -
brown bird éog end I would stert out and return with f?bm
six to seven dozen Quail which I séld to the logel ﬂfrkeﬁs.

I heve been shot five times, an~ three of‘the five

times was wounded seriously. The worgt wound was when
my lef? erm was nbout hal% shot off.‘ «hen {irs. Murphy‘
®as making up my cloth;s after my return "rom one hunting
e?cpeditioﬁ, she saw a2 whole flock of éﬁan holes in the
heavy underwear thzst she wes hanging up’ih the sunshine

P

and surprised me by esking "whe shot you thiz time"? All

-

of these misheps were 2ccidentel, but how I ever survivei
them a;l is & mystery. > . '

&e*ﬁave reised & large femily anduhave nrdsperéd. I
still wsork at my trede, in whish my sons‘ape essociated
with me an? although hunting is not what it uséd to be

I em looking forwerd esgerly to the opening of the 1837

duck season,



