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Held #orker\
4

Xutsrview with

Ruth E. Moon,'
October 4, 1937,

2.Z. Murphy,
^uuthri 2, o

My experience;: i.i Cki&horx have be«n alonf severel

l ines . . 1 vas a cowboy as early.as 1331 and rcade ^ive xrips

down into the new land to hunt geme. ' I made the-ran from
•• • " • „ ' • . .

the'Kansas l ine "when the'.Strip was opened, and came to -g

Guthrie in '94 where as >a contractor 1'have helpec1 to builcl

the tovii.

There r.ert s t i l l plenty of pr-irie "chickens and quail

in southern Kensa* ..ben my family ctnir z^i fro- I^IItna

in '73. But of-t?n as a "cô  I \.oul'3 sec a ^arty *o*-*liunte'rs

returning from the India.:* ccuntry '. i th tl.»-r r.a~ofB piled

high with deer, bear, cougar, ^nd wild tur'.ey until the

load was so henvy thc-t tShe team couldn't pull any more,-so-

the hunters'had to fls.lk by,the side of the wagon:,. And ray

ambition was to go on such a t r ip .

1 About the time *thet- Gerfield war, fcsscsKir.ated^in

1333, x rr.&de my f i r s t urip into the Inciicn country but I

went to help drive cattle instead of to k i l l deer. Every-

body was talking "big ranches" and trying to build up
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their herds. Those v*ho ha3 ca t t l * ««r* rc&kinr money for

good sized steer brought $40.00 end cost* almos t n o t i n g

• to r a i se . So the s e t t l e r s in Southern Kz^s&s wanted more

c a t t l e . A man numed Iviorthiup agreed to go to Texas and

buy fifteen thousand herd of c a t t l e and Vrirur then beck

as far as-Pond Creek (the old s i t e i s no~ ceiled Ztt *erson).

There the people w'zz "ere buying ""he ce t t l e w«?r«> to meet

him and get their ^r^re . My father and brothers end 1

went dc«>n to get the l^iidre'" '..tz& thi t we ".'-re* baying.

I was only fiftff*n, bat I 'Aas'r.uch interestr-c for four

heod of c s t t l e wer*; to b«» mine. Helping to get those ce t t l e

beck to Anthony, Xtnsts, was my f i r s t experience driving

ca t t l e .

A few month" lc.ttt~: I. b.*?:.r. working on. the T 5 range
•% *

on the Cimarron v.est of her? snd •'.•&- ""I.̂ ê abnu't six ncnths.

Then I sp^nt about a ye^r or. th*' Chfcrlte Litrtin H?nch near

the ilsdicine River--there «ere usually fivp men e t a r^nch,-

I t ??as s t i l l a l l open rcngp. we v«oul?. ride wi t3i the cett le

and bed '•hem at night, that i s turn tnem "back unt i l they .

«ere in a corrvpact bunch and quiet. *•£££*£ the cettlemen weî t

togetlser and formedjbhe Comanche 'roci. r^ej fenced ab
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a hundred square miles 6f grazing land end bui l t l ine camps

every th i r ty miles around i t . A cowboy's regular work was

to ri-ie about fifteen'miles along the fence. I worked

on the north fide and back to camp. Anything wrong wjth

the fence must be repaired. If any cat t le had got out

they must b<» rounded up and put back in . This l i f e was

not so bsrd -except in times of sierras. I t was in *3e that

the '.vorst storm came and about thir ty-f ive per c?nt of e l l

the ca t t le on the plains died in that stoim.

./hen they were getting reedy to open the country to

settlement, President Cleveland ordered the ce t t le moved

out of Oklahoma . So there 'vas a big final round-up nenr

Pond -Creek called the Lone Tree-round-up. Hundreds of

.iands': }.̂ ere there to cut the ca t t l e the t belonged to

their ranch. The number of men were pro-rated, I was not

one of those picked to help, but I went down there anyway

jus t - to see i t . I sat on my horse on a l i t t l e h i l l and as

far as I could ese there were c a t t l e . Representatives

were there from six or seven s t a t e s . Herds were taken* from

there as far HS Montana and Wyoming. Railroads were jammed

with c a t t l e , as one big herd r ight after another waited to
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be shipped to market. Q.f course the giarl&et was glutted,

for a whil*e, and 'the ranchers los t a l#t of money.-

"I was working on* the T $ range when General Dhil

Sheridan rode down through th«r'e ;»vtth about three 02

four hundred men on their way to Fort Supply to head off

an Indian uprising.. H«- had l a s t an arm in the Civil-.Var.

Once I got off my pony for a minute and he grazed away

from me. Immediately several big ste°rs came between

me and my mount. A man on horseback i s safe enough

among them, but that was a pret ty t ick l i sh moment when

I found myself on foot and surrounded by wild, big-horned

steers . - I have never been able to figure out anything

I could have done if I had bean in my shir t sleeves.

But i t was cool .enough weeth'rr that I was wearing a coft.

So I drew i t up onto my head and r?n a t ' t h e s teers ,

flopping the sides of i t . This frightened th*sn awpy

long enough for me to reach my horse.

Later, I worked as e stone mason and contractor in

Anthony end rtel_ington, Kansas. During the winter months ,

when work was alweys slack, three companions and I went

on hunting t r ips down into Oklahoma. Je sold the game
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taken at trading posts or shipped it to market end made

a nice profit off of our furs. . ' ,

We started south from Ciovre, Kansas, following olci

ranch, roads, which were the only roads. Usually we spent

lost of our, time between the Cimarron and the North

Ca'nadien Rivers near Cantoniient. . ^e niade five such trips; ,• ,* -
• . * * * • • " ' . . ' > ,

the first in '84 end the longes.t in '92. 'He stayed, three "'.,;-. • ....
< , . •.. • ' • . . . . , • . . • j \

months that time, and I'never shaved ^once during-th&t . ^

time". Whe.n. I returned, ray wife hardly icnew me ••"'•That ... •-.
* * ' '

Christoies I-sent Mrs. Murphy e'-deer.end e huge wild turkey.

I t weighed twenty-two pounds -after i t was dressed.• She
:

had to cook it in the wash boiler &nd roast i t on the

boiler lid, propped up-in the oven by bricks. All the \ .

neighbors had to help her eat that turkey.

We took with us only flour, sugar, and meal, the

meal mostly forruse in snaking br«ad for the dogs, and 1- ed

-ncstly on the fresh $aie we killed. I t was fine at first ,

but after a steady diet of i t for some time, we wruld get

so hungry for fat me&t »that we would just have to find a

trading post and get scne. The thicker and fetter i t was

the better i t satisfied our craving.
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'•. At tftTs time -the Government was issuing beeves to the

Cheyennes end Arapahoes e t Cantonment evrry three months. .

.Just a few .-days before time for the rations to be ^jven put,

a"'ounch of, Indians camped clos= to our camp. One night we

hecr2.--.some one snooping eround our tent . I went ou; to see

•Who i t was and there was an laiien. .*hen he sa/,1 me he

.started to run but fe l l over one of the stakes and ropes

to our tent . He got up end went only s- fev. feet un t i l he

fe l l over another rope. He v?as not used to stakes and

ropes a l l around t e outside of a tepee, He was p rone ly
•*

looking for food.for the next day severe! Indians ctme
/

over to on^ camp ani ?.ar.ted to tra3e a bunch of good

furs for some groceries, -re r e t i l y cid not cere to. se l l

any of our supplies for v.e d i i r . ' t know hov; l r ; r i t might

':<e before we couli replace them, "out vve grve them about

50 cents worth of stuff for the furs which brought us

•."7.00 when we got then to market.

..•e had skinned the animels thet w?> had k i l led , end

stacked the carcasses up not far from our camp, intending

to dispose of them. Uiere were coon, t>ossum, skunk, and

everything in that pi le and they had begun to s^ell and



485
MUEPHYY ED. INTERVIEW. 8799

- 7 -

were covered with green f l i e s . The Indians no-ticed them
r

e.nd began to grab them and make off 3s if they had

stolen something. In no time the whole pile was gone.
r

I guess thst wee enough for them unt i l the beeves were

issued three ri:-y? l e t e r .

Ten miles up the river from Cantonment was Sher idan 's

Turkey Roost. I t was a valley about a mile long and*

fi l led with cottonwood t rees , ->e v?oura go in there in the

le te afternoon and hide. About sundown the turkeys would

begin to come walking in in. droves from ev»ry direct ion.

That WPS s sipht worth seeing. 3y the tim* i t v̂cs dark

they would a l l be se t t l ed , vdth every tree l i t e r a l l y

covered and loaded down with the big b i rds . A bright

s t a r - l i t night was best . <Vhen everythinc r&s quieted down

we would e l l shoot c t once.

I ki l led sixteen deer myself on that t r i p , and a

•'multitude of turkeys, .'.'e took a hundred and sixty furs,

fve sold game at Higgins, Texas, end a t trading post?

along the way. Game that was going to be solf was not

skinned. I t wes just drawn, and the cavity f i l led with

a soft dry gr?ss. I t got pret ty cold a t night r t that
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time of year end we kept the stuff shaded in the day time.

<Ve could keep i t in good shape for e week. <Ve found that

if we only ate the front quarters of the animel end sol<?

the "saddle" as the res t of i t was called, we got almost

as much as if we had sold the v.-hole animal. por instance,

a whole,, deer" brought $6.00 to $3.00 and-we could set the

front legs and get within 75 cents of thet amount for the

reminder. from then on we lived on front quarters end

sold a l l the "saddles.'1

Buffalo robes were plentiful and cheap. A good hravy

one only cost about 42.00. -I* spread the buffslo robes

on the ground for our beds and they a] so made warm covers.

There was elways some danger of Indians. They said

th'it white men stole the i r ponie\. I never wp.s in a fight

with them but the sight cf them with w*r paint on always

sent shivers down my back. On* night we were sbout fifteen

miles west of the Cantonment with a bunch of Indians camped

sbout two miles away. In the night they begen to heat

their tom-toms and have a war dance. >/e d idn ' t sleep very

well that night and moved camp bright find early the next

morning.

In '94 we went hunting over in the Cr*»e.k Nation.
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We kil led a deer the f i r s t evening and another the next

'morning but thet i s a l l v.-e got except turkeys. We were

a l i t t l e afraid that we would meet sone outlaws in those

h i l l s . »*e came to a hog ranch run by f- deaf and dumb

men and asked his advice, by writ ing. H* answered that

the outlaws would not bother us if we tended to our own

business, but to look out for United States l.fershals i f

we shot too much game. .Ve had s r ight to k i l l enough for

our needs, but must not take any out. That evening we

were s i t t i n g about our csrap f i re when five heavily armed

men rode up. They asked a lo t of questions ebout our

business in there, looked tt the one de*r that we had shot

that d.ey. They talked in a very frienctly way but they lef t

us re the r nervous. »e decided they were marshals and rode-

back down the h i l l to t e l l the deaf and dumb man of our

visi.~crs.. 'rthen we had described the men, he told us who

they wera. Bi l l Doolin and 3 i t t e r Creak are the only two

whose names I can remember now but they were a l l outlaws.

I saw three of those five men hauled into Guthrie in a

wagon with their boots on after being kil led by officers.

I helped ray friend 3ruce Daugherty., c photographer, tt-ke

a picture of Bil l Doolin af ter his death. Papers paid
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$10.00 epiece for a copy of that p ic ture . I was acquainted

with Bi l l Dalton but that was be fo» he went into the gang.

Vvhen the Strip opened I rode down from Cpldwell, -Kansas,

on top\>f a stock car. The train was only making about

fifteen miles an hour and people kepA jumping off a l l elong

the way. TheXright-of-way wes fenced and they would try to

jump over the fehce and put up e stake. Some of the women

got hung UT) on the "itence. rtomen had an advantage for if

one was trying to s t e k e a cerfain claim, • the nen would l e t

her heve i t . \>e met some, soldier's taking some Sooners

out. I knew of e VLace thax\I wanted, i t ' l e y a haff mile

. north of old Pond Cre^k and wa \e v.onderful piece of land.

I expected 3cmeone on horseback vs beet M&to i t but when

I got there no one was on r t . One nan thought that he

was but when ^e had found tbexjornerst&nes and measured his

claim, his st^.ke was just outside the lin^e. About two days

l s t e r two men appeared end both claimed theVhad been^ there

f i r s t . I knew that I had be?n there ahead of th«n, but i t

was expensive to contest such things v?o 7>e agreed to se l l
\ if

\

out to the f i r s t buyer and divide the price among the .

three of us. We .vrere offered $200.00 but had to make a

t r ip to Cf-ldwell with the buyer to 'ge t the drpft cashed.
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/<h.ile there , the other two men told me tha t the deel 7/as off,

as the buyer had changed h i s mind and token e t r s i n for

home. I decided thf t they were only 'double-cross ing me,

having co l lec ted the f u l l p r i ce they were c u t t i n g m* out .

So I took the f i r s t t r a i n to Enid and got t number. >/ith

i t I could f i l e on my l-sad ahead of anyone e l s e . Then I

went back to ?ond Creek wher*-J met the buyer on the s t r e e t ,

i t v?as j u s t as I ha'd f igured. He had paid the o ther two

men the money end they hed l e f t with r.y shere . I told him

the t I 'had-P number and the place belonged to me arid he

^gave up gracefu l ly . I told hita tha t I wouM eporee i f te

• i t i f he would wri te me out s cu i t claim./deed to ony i n t e r e s t

he had in. my cleira, but ne i the r of us had a piece of paper

so he picked up-"e l i t t l e pi see of 1 x 4 f loor ing board t ha t »

was on the ground end on i t he wrote me e qui t claim deed*

This l e f t me sole owner of the p lace , which .vas ea s i l y

worth #3000.00. But in a l i t t l e while I decided to go

beck to Kansas and sold out for §?00.00. "The next time i t

changed hands the pr ice paid was #2,000.00. I went to the

El Reno drewing but drew too -high a number.

lit moved to Guthrie in 1394, and I buil,t several of

the ear ly business bui ldings h e r e . One of these wes the
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Charlie Pond Laundry on «¥est Oklahoma S t r ee t that burned

many years ago. I was the contrpctor for the second

Jbui-lding on the'campus a t I/mgston. During the winter

months when bui ld ing was a t a s t a n d s t i l l , I tu rned 'aga in •

to hunting to keep up expenses. Ev*ry morning my l i t t l e

brown bi rd dog and I would s t a r t out end re turn"with from

six to seven dozen queil which I sold to the loca l markets .

I have been shot five t imes, an" three of the five

times was wounded s e r i o u s l y . The worst wound was v:hen

iay l e f t arm wa,s about ha l f shot off. .,hen Krs . Murphy

was making up my clothes a f t e r my re turn *rom one hunting

expedit ion, she saw a whole flock of c2nell holes in th~e

heavy underwear t h s t she wes hanging up i*n th'e sunshine

and surpr ised me by asking "<*'ho shot you thi.^ time"? Al l

of these mishsps were accidents 1, but how I ever survived

them a l l i s 8 mystery.

Ap-heve ra i sed a l&rge family and hav* Drospered. I

s t i l l work a t my t r e d e , in which my sons are assoc ia ted

with me an"! although huntinf i s not what i t used to be

I am looking forward er-gerly to the opening of the 1937

duck season.


