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Taken -from the Ckmulgee Daily Democrat )
K of February 4, 1923, in the files of
the (kmulgee Times Democrat.

The almost universal hope of’the youtl of a gener-
ation ago to rise to 'clerkghip in & store' guided the
course of life events for williamiF.. sorfon, of kau}gee,
Wio tod;y is one of the oldest merchants in the city in
point of bus;ness. iie owns nékton Drgther s Denartrent\

’

Store.

veing Shaerp, uilligg attended the schoo

\ N
and .uyske, which were nission schools. wve¢ween school
\ \ \
AN \
terms he clerked in stofﬁ§ énd his love for the

AN
tile business began.‘ \

..«hen he started in Okmulgee twenty- eight years

in 1895, there were less than two\hundred neople in
] \
OKmu*gee. is first experience was ﬁith Farkinson-Trent,

AN
AN

their store being loeated whare_Béatty';\Q{Fg Store now
- . v N

AN

stands. ~ Thistwas pwenty-eightﬁyéars‘ago. fi*gd_Parkinsonx
v - \ | ) )
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Cklshoma State Exeminer and Inspector, wag his first boss.
\ .
. ' AN ’
Lfter Working for Parkinson-Trent for some time, ixr,.lor-
ton went %o the store of Captain F. E. Severs and C. J. TT—

Shields, a well known local justice, oecame his new boss.

eeper, He had filled other positidhs of responsibil-

N

he was hsad of the grocery depsrtment at 6pe tirce,

N

. £ .
trge of the books after l.r. Shields retired from

N

Xelcher, a white man, who was adopted \\

genius and honesty win & thgfi\iji\\:§ an estate of great
value at his death. He knew Captain Sewers when his small- \\

est checks were protested and through it a

N

~ e
he move

highest.
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* Stores now are vastly different frow what they- were

. .
twenty-eight years agqﬁ\before there was even 2 railroad t \\

in Ckmuléee. Goods were hauled from‘hdskogee, the near-. \\\
est railroad point. The vevers 5tore handled everything : \
erﬁ tobacco to coffins, and nigst of the trading was on >,
credit. Feople paid their bills Yearly, this being the , h

N\ .
center of the ‘reek Liation and a large cattle industry.

N .
The cettlemen received their money in lwmy sums, as did the

~ 2

Indiens, exd paid their bills épcording1;§\ Everybody paid,

their bills.

pookkeeping was simplified. sach item suchas coffee,

P

shoes, etc\{ was not cha§§ed on the books. Instead \if

. the credit extended an individual was $5C.00, he was charg-."
\ * N . : - =

ed with this amount snd & due bill issued to him. Four

.marks made a dollar, each representing ¢ quarter, and as
, <.

the hclder traded, the due bill diminished. There were no
working hours. From daylight until as late at night as //

I N
there was a customer in sight the store was kept open.

AN

oometies the store was kept opén until lete Sunday morn-

3 \ ’
ings. " .
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At one time, kr. Morton was at the head of Captaiﬁ
X -
severs' land department, looking after rentals and col-

lections. Captain cevers, at différent times in his
¢

career, had as much as thirty thousand acres under his
supervision, and a vast amount of work wa; necessary in .
’ locking efter fhe farms agd tenants.

xail was obtained once & day fromrhuskogeé and the
rerchand ise Wwagons were going and coming at éll|%imgs. .
The stores purchased nides,:pecans and the like, which

were hauled to'kuskogee from where .they were shipped.

I3

Robberies were almost unknown. (ook's gang and

Cherokee Bill robbed, stores here only once during ir. lor-

ton's recollgction.f,

while whiskéy was not sold here, being forbiddern in

t

the vreek Nation, rum runners vere numerous. Lany times

-

a flee@\footéd horse with gallons of cheer and a rider

Seldom did a dfum:er make his agpearance here.

Fred larkinson was buyer for Parkinson-Trent and Robert w.°

A



| MORTON, WILLIAM F. BIOGRAPEY. 6099 -

-5 . , .

)

Hdamilton for (aptain Severs over a long period of years.

ir. Hemilton is now retired from business, having accum-

3

ulated a consideTable fortune, according to br. Morton.

-



