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Jerome L. Eismons
Interviewer
June 3, 1937.

r

Taken from the Ckmulgee Daily Democrat
of February 4, 1983, in the files of
the Okmulgee Times Democrat.

The almost universal hope of the youth of a gener-

ation ago to rise to 'clerkship in a store''guided the

course of life events for " i l l iam;^ Norton,' of Okmulgee,

who today is one of the oldest Merchants in the city in

point of business. He owns L.ojRton Brother's Department
\

S^ore.

A- native of Okmulgee Oounty\' the, old family home

\ • ; \ v
,eing Sharp, "illl&L attended the school^ at Okmulgee

\
and --.uyaka,' which wer"^ mission schools, ween school

terms he clerked in stores and his love for thV mercan-

t i le business began. \
\ '

.."hen he started in Okmulgee twenty-ej^ght years

in 18'95, there were less than two nundred people in
. - . • \ -

Okmulgee. His f i r s t experience was w\th Parkinson-Trent,

- ' • " - • \

their store being located where Beatty'siJrug Store now

stands. This was twenty- eight .year s ago. iWl Parkinson

\
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Oklâ homa Sta te Examiner and Inspector , was his f i r s t boss/.

After Nrorking for Parkinson-Trent for some time, &r.J»ior-

ton w<ent ^o the s to re of Captain F, b. severs and C. J".

Shields, a well known loca l j u s t i c e , became h is new boss .

After obta ining a business education a t the Cuincy

business College,^&uincy, I l l i n o i s , h'x-, Norton became a

eeper. He had f i l l e d other p o s i t i o n s of r e s p o n s i b i l -

he was head of the grocery department a t one t ime.

he took cJtf-rge of the books a f t e r Mr. Shields r e t i r e d from

the store.

Lr. korton\said Captain Severs was the greatest man

he ever came in contact with. He also speaks well of the

\

memory of Christopher^Belcher, a white man, who was adopted

into the Creek Nation. H&, oegan work with Captain Severs

when Severs was at the peak df his prosperity and .,x» Mor-

ton saw hi2r~icLse his fortune &nd\by the force,of business

genius and honesty winatrathej, leaving an estare of great

value"at his death. He knew Captain^Se^grs when h\s 'small-

est checks were protested and through i t a l i he movedXes

calmly as when he was sa i l ing the sea of prosperity a t i t s
r

highest.
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Stores now are vastly different froir. what they- were

twenty-eight years ago, before there was even a railroad \ s \
\ \

in Ckmulgee. Goods were" hauled from luiskogee, the near-
\

est railroad point. The ^e\ers Store handled everything

from. toba.cco to coffins, and ntost of the trading was on *.

credit, reople paid their-bil ls\early, this being the

center of the Oreek Nation and a large cattle industry.^

- \
The cattlemen received their money in lumj. sums, as did the

• • : \ .

Indians, ani paid their bills accordingly. \ Everybody paid,

their bi l ls .

IJOOkkeeping was simplified, iach item such^s coffee,

shoes, etc\. was not charged on the books. lnstead\if

the credit extended an individual was ^50.00, he was chs

ed with this amount and a due bill issued 'to him. Four

• marks made a dollar, each representing £ quarter", and as

the holder traded, the due bill diminished. There Were no

working hours. From daylight until as late at night as
• /

there was a customer In sight the store was kept open,

oometiiues the store was kept open until late Sunday nforn-

ings/
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At one time, fcr. Korton was a t the head of Captain

beversf land department, looking a f t e r r e n t a l s and co l -

l ec t ions . Captain severs , at d i f fe rent times in h i s

career, had as much as t h i r t y thousand acres under h i s

supervision, and a vast amount of work was necessary in

looking s f t e r the farms and t enan t s .

l..ail was obtained once a day from kuskogee and the

merchandise wagons were going and coming a t a l l t imes. »

Ths s to res purchased hides , ; pecans and the l i k e , which

were hauled to luiskogee from where.they were shipped.

Robberies were almost unknown, cook's gang and

Cherokee B i l l robbed,, s tores here only once during ix. Mor-

ton's recol lec t ion.v .

uhile whiskey was not sold here, being forbidden in

the oreek Nation, rum runners were numerous. Llany times

a f leet , footed horse with gal lons .of cheer and a r ide r

on his bac^, escaped the of f icers who were on the watch

for ' f i r e watS

Seldom did aNarunr er make h is appearance here .

Fred larkinson was buyer for Parkinson-Trent and Robert >i.
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iiamilton for Captain severs over a long period of years .

Lr. Hamilton i s now re t i red from business, having accum- '

ulated a considerable fo-rtune, according to Lr. f-orton.


