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LIFE AND EXPERLENCE OF A PIONEER Y. B84
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" My parsats were Joham Myers snd Sarsh A:_an'B\aélor uyora; They were

'bm in the Iadiam Territory during the yo;r:, petwou 1845 and 1350,

(cnci date ;aot kncwa). Their puicnta having inmigrated west u:h the
Ildla}u i 1838. My tafho’r was of Cherckee blood md Y mothcr' belomged

to thcvcmk Tribe. They bad two daughters, myself and gy’ sister., My

father enlisted in the Confederste Army sad served through the duration

of the war. My mother's family retugud to Texes at the bsginnﬁg of tﬁc

war as did RERY of the Indians. They were married in 1864 nfl I was boxi

in '68 Rear the pr;sont‘ site of Durant in the Chickasaw Natiom. They lived
$here tér ® tim‘batcrc returaing home. In 1867 they cme to the chu'okoo
Nation nd utablulud their home near clarcma near Dog Cresk. They livod
ia the oongn;ty with the Roge™s smd Serispshs® families, who were their
nomst neighborl and intimmte triudn. #hen I decame of school age, I
:wma to sehool tt tho Dog Oruk Sehooi Honu, ssaa distence from where

we liyea. As I was too mall $¢ go ulono‘, my mother p),acoa me in the home
.of lﬁ‘o. ‘v;n Ohn;urs where I -taicd through the ivgck. Those were troudblous |
times, politically; =md as my father was jn-tcroatod' in political affairs,

my mother suffersd mo litile uneasiness. The Dog Creek Court House was not
far from our home and thinge became lively during political campaigns. My
father was ean onorégigio business man s=d sacusmlated quite a lot of property.
As he had good teams nid wagons as & side-line, he engaged in tradiag. He 0
bought stﬁpfo .gi'g:z”ir"i\u‘ at Chetofiéh, Kamsas and hauled them home md sold”

them in the emmuy in whioh he_ lived, mmng a fair profit. He becams

111 with Pudereclisis, Acttnx upon the advice of his doctor, ke wens %o
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Gelveston, Texis, teking his nephew with him. He disd in 1873 sad was

buried thcrn; ‘The exest locaticm was not kmown by his family as the boy
414 not Teturn to the Indisn Territory. After his desth my mother felt
that lh.'did 2ot beloag im the Cherokes Natiom amd wanted to retura to
her own people im the Creek Nation sad live among them. 7e located twenty
miles north of the preseat site of Cowsta, |

My mother had attended school at Tulshassee Mission vefore the éiﬂl
War. The people in oh;fgo of the mission schools in those déy'n naver lost
tract of their former pupils. As the Creeks aived in clogely ssttled
villages or communities wiich were designated ss towns, they had no tro_ublo
.i: loeating ny mother. They wanted her to place us in the Mission amd as-
she Sad been a former pupil of the school, she readily responded; aad my
sister and I wext there to school, Reveraad Robertaom, father of uu- Alige
Robertson, nn‘ in charge of the achool at that time. I well menbor,knn
Alice coming home from the sast after ikm her graduation amd what & Zinme
lady I though she was and how I adnired her elothes. My sizter and I re-

mainod there umtil the school buildings burmed. Cheapsr buildings wers

| o Mo
erected and the Mission was converted imto a schoocl for Negroes. ﬂ%—b&h‘r
Mission was built at that time to replase Tulahesses gﬁin&on as a school fcr‘
Indian girls. I was fifteea years old at the time amd our mother hed died. ™
We wemt to stay in the home of a cousin, our mesrest relative. He was wille
ing that my younger sister should go $o school dut said that I was quite
old enough to quit pc_hool. I was gr;aely grieved over the aituaﬁn but¢
hed deternined 1n my mind to comtinue schopl if 1% was possible Heppily
the situation was solved by a relative, Mrs. Childers, living soms 20 miles
distanse, comimg to viait us. On hearing wmy asvory, she proposed taking '.-a
lkm with ke gc{ the summer and told me that ske would pay me for -grﬂn; | ‘;
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Ana E 8160 b able to rester. e mde m Plans for the mext sehsol

yumli ah helped me with my clothea. When my cousin came for me e

go km, 1 woulr aanounced ms I was all ready for sshool. Vhen we
weRS away o scheol we stayed the eutire hine months without a viei$ home
‘as Pouis wers ﬁor ud $ravel was slow. Our femflies di4 not come %o ses
us during $he year cicom in sasesrof sickness. Daﬁag the school year
mv_llion had beem n_d_o wherebdy ltndonfl who had =o parents would be takeam
sare of dnx;ing the nutionf Aga%l when my cousinm came 'tor us we $old him
#e wWere 20t zoing home and as he becams very insistant uporn our going saéd
a8 SEE we ware afraid fhat' he would feroe us to go, we hid in a store-room
in the attie until he left in diagust. As we did mot k‘naw sxactly how %o
manipalate the logk, we locked cursslves im =ad thought we wers there for
kesps. But ths kimd-hearted nau‘rou. Nrs. Neggie Starnes, came to our rsssue.
Reverasd "hitehead was in charge of the sghool. ¥%e stayed thers two years
and this school was also huhca. 1% waz looated near the homes of Ohief
Flesseat Porter. The post offige at that place now is Lecnard. In 1833

we csme $0 Muskoges and attended Hurrell Institute mid boarded ia the sehool,

Reverand ané Mrs. 'B.l F. Brewer was in charge and what grand pe;)plo they ware.
Nrs. M. E." Lotke, & ol ster of ur, Brovwer. was ;y friend and comforter in times
of dtc?ehrmont and Aifficulties. THa Pri:bytoriu Mission, '.éhooi for girks
had besn opened at that ime ia Muskoges, and having besa rearsd in the Pres-
bytéiiu faith, w::& wore pursusdsd By our frisnds %o atsend their church-sahool,
I was there for thres ysars when I. marrisd Nr. Edgar R. Ruiison. iy sister
urﬁd Mr. Johu Jourdsn md lived only & few yeara. She left a little doy
whom I r*md I am the mother of two soms, both living. Irving, the oider

‘one, 11::? 18 New York Oity, the younger one mekes his home 1n Muskoges. .¥e

have agm - home mumm: in Muskogee for 81 um. .
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