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FOUNTAIH CHURCH

Note-The fol lowing I s copied from the old Fountain

Church record* In possess ion of the Ohuroh Board, a l l

other r e o o r w lost -Courtesy of Alfred Barnett, Bout* 1 ,

Porter, Oklahoma*

It 7<B I n 1807, Sam McCoy being one of the f i r s t

miss ionaries sent t o t h i s country t o e s t a b l i s h churches,

t h i s ohuroh «^s se t up Bbenester. I t was es tab l i shed

in the year of 1832, HoTonbar 8 . Ebwaezer was s e t up

on a spot fourteen a i l e s northwest of the canteen, that

Ft . Oibson now, and f i r e mi les north of the

Arkansas Rlrer. This was the f irst ohurch set up in
who

this country. It was a asn by the naae of Jaky/was the

first pastor, then a man by the name of iturrell and

another by thi name of Henry, In later years, as other

Ohurohes epraaig forth from this church, the naae was changed

from Sbenezer to Fountain.
j

'Hie Aaqrioan Bapt is t Magazine, Tol , l i , No, 6,

June, 1834. Report, annual meeting o f the Baptis t

Board of Foreign Miss ions , at Hew York, Apn 1 30, 1834.

Page 838 , -Hie tor ioa l c o l l e c t i o n of Stanley A. OlarJt,

KttjJtogee,, Oklahona.
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Creek*

Miesionary, Mr. Lewis, I^tWi Assistants, John

Dart* arid .wife.

The station oooupled among this tribe, called

Bbenezer, i s not far from the limits of the Arkansas

Territory, and la the vioinity of Cantonm«at Oibaott.

OonTaxxiaat buildings hare bean traoted, not only to

aooaoaodata tna aisfllonarlot *?ith dw«lliixs», Kit al^o

for th« sghool and public worship* Ths axp«is» h n

onaroidably boon large, but the board hart the pleasur*

of knowing that i t has not bean frult lass . The Spirit

of the Lord has accompanied the labors of his servants,

and souls hare been converted and added to his church.

Ur* Louis writes, under date of July 9, 1833-"! hare

baptised aora or less every month slnoe the constitution

'of the ttuaookee Baptist church. Jtme 8d, X baptised

three, one Afrlean, one Indian and one Sootchman^who was

a licensed pro^oher among the Methodists. July 17th, I

baptised sevaa-throe Indians and four Africans, and one

of the number, to my great joy, was Bro. Davis* wife." ,

During the suomer and autumn, Mr. Lewis and

hia family suffered severely from sickness; but a l l ,
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except hit wife^ recovered* In consequence of hit

«ffliotlou» ho haui for • long period taken Ms* off

from hit work, and Mr. Davis was compelled to sustain

an increased amount of "cart and responsibility* Before

liia i l lness, tti« achool wat flourishing, containing

thirty •cholara, tat the pupil* ««r« obliged to bo

dlenlsaed, and, at th« laat, th* data had not be«n

gathered* the suspension of ths school «aa deeply

r«gretbed by the Indians, as they ware ouch attached
e l

to i.t» and greatly interested in Its operations*

It la eaqpected that the remainder of the tribe •

vil l cross the Mississippi the present season, and

join their bretherm in their new territory* Probably

oany of th«a will locate near the Sbenezer station,

and thus enlarge the field of usefulness to our

missionary laborers*

The imerlcan Baptist Magazine, Vol. 13. No. 6,

JUne, 183S* Annual meeting of the Baptist Board

of foreign Mission*, st Sales, Mass* April £4, 1899*
w

Page S£S~Histoxloal Collection of Stanley A* Clark,

Mas)cogee, Oklahoma*

Creeks*

the siission to the Creeks we* coM&anoed Auguat
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12th, 18B9, byJMr* John Davis, an educated native

of the tribe, whose untiring exertions in behalf

of his ooWtrymon are worthy of all odmaendatlon*

For two years, he labored alone, teaching school

days in a weeir, and vial ting from house to

house end preaching tho rest of tha time. Hie

labors excited a l ively internet end sinners were

converted to Cod, but not being ordained, no ettonpta

were* ma do by him to gather a church* In August, 1832,

Rer« David L«*la and fenily arrived in the Nation,

and were reoeived by Mr. Davia with great joy«

After mtual conaaltetlon, they were happily agreed in tha

awaaurea to be pursued, among which may ba mentioned tha

formation of a church, the choice of a station and

the erection of necessary buildings*

In relation to the f i r s t , a l l tha indication*

about t h a contributed to make their duty plain}

and on tha 9th of September, 1832, a church was

organized, consisting of six jseahera* On this

occasion. Rev. Mr. MfCoy who was present, thus

writes. "Hr« Lewi a preached in the forenoon, and

I in the afternoon; and Brother Davis, beeldaa
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interpreting, prayed tad •aborted in both Indian

and Bnglieh. Thia waa a good day for us a l l . Wa

had no ar t i f i ce employed to ocoaaion excitement]

nevertheleaa, we ret ired from our meeting, not only

with aolesm countenances, but nany faces , both

block and red, were suffused with teara, and every

heart seemed to be f i l l e d * For myself, I f e l t l ike

seeking a place to- weep teara of gratitude to Qod,

for allowing me to witness a gospel church formed

under such auspicious circumstances in the Indian

Territory, towards which we have so 'ong directed

our chief attention with deep so l i c i tude ."

During the week, meny came and conversed on

the great conoerna of the ooul and wished to be

considered candidates for admission into the church;

but, for reasons which were deemed s u f f i c i e n t , two

only were received at that time. These were Creeks,

one a Man of twenty-fire and the other a youth of

about s ix teen , both of whom were baptized the next

Sabbath, end ismedlately, the coaaanion of the Lord*a

supper was administered. In October, sat i s factory

evidence having been obtained of the ir p i e t y , thirty*

eight were admitted to the sacred r i t e of bapUam at
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one t i*e , and at subsequent oocaaiona erven teen,

making the additions from the formation of the churcli

f ifty-seven, and the entire number sixty-three. Of

these, twelve ere natives, four are whites end forty-

two Africans. Tha mother and daughter of the late

Oen. Mel n to ah, being ajoong the oonverta, may be ex-

pected to exert an extensive influence in favor of

religion, particularly on the female part of the

oojaaunity. me cannot contemplate the surprising

change already effected without indulging the moat

cheering hopes for the future.

In selecting a s i te for the atation, tha brethern

vere essent ial ly aided by the-intelligence and kindness

of Gen* Caapbell, the agent of government. They a da

choice of a spot three ad lee north of the Arkansas River,

f i f teen west of Cantoxmsnt Gibsonj in the midst of a

dense Indian settlement. P-robably no place in the

nation offers so fine a prospect of usefulness. Here

Mr. Lewis conoenced, end hW nearly completed the

erection of a l l necessary buildings, the expense of

which exceeded our calculations, because they are <*,

larger than at f i r s t contespl ted*' I t i s stated,

however, that they are even now bafely sufficient for



BUCHAHAH, JAS. S, ?002«AlN CHORCE.

o ,

the purpose for which they were put up, particularly •

the aohool and nesting,hdute. the ordinary congregation

of the Sabbath, when the weather la good, mount a to

about three hundred*

So ooraaon aohool has yet been or will be attempted

by Mr, Lewis, ' t i l l other assistance has arrlTed, which

i s expected thia season*

Ref,-The Ainexloan Baptist Magazine. Vol» 13, No. 1,

January 183S. Page 19. Historical collection of Stanley

A. Clark, Muakogee, fcklahoma.

In October 18£S, Rev* Lee Coiq>ere founded a mission

at Withington, «aaong the Creeks, on the borders of Georgia

and Alabana. He established a school, and one of hit

scholars, John Deris, beoane hopefully pious. I t was

his custoa to go out, with this young nan as an interpreter,

and read the Bible and con Terse in erery house where the

people would l i s t en . The Creeks, howerer, furnished an

uninviting f ie ld, and Ur. Cojopere*s labors were useful,

chiefly, in the canyerslon of aereral of their si ores*

These alares were bitterly persecuted by their masters;

and ao >mch opposition to the mission was Btnlfeated by

the Croefca, that the station waa relinquished by the
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Board, and Mr. Compere l e f t their service .

Jbhn Devi s , the convert abof* noticed, comended

himself to the affection and confidence of hia pastor,

who encouraged him to address the people of hie t r ibe ,

on the .great eubject of rel igion* Baliering that he

could b* Most aaaful where he now l a , he removed th i ther ,

(Indian Territory) and has continued to give evidence,

that he la aotuated by the geailne s p i r i t of the

gospel* He preaohea at four different places at stated

times, r i a l to and converses with the Indians at their

homos, find three days in a week teaohea school for the

benefit of children* '

A Baptist church was constituted oaong these

Indians NoTaobor 9 , 1832, cal led the Muacogee Baptist

church. I I consisted of ROT* Mr. Lewis and wife ,

missionaries, John Davis and three black men, who

had been baptised east of the Miss iss ippi . Norember 16,

two Creeks were baptised and admitted to the church*

these were the f i r s t baptisms that hare occurred

i n the Indian Territory.

Ref-Missionary Register. A tabular View of The

Miesi one Of the Aatrloan Baptist Board, For January
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1, 1BM« American Baptist Magazine. January, 1834*

Vol. 14, No* 1, Page 48-Hiatorieal collection of

Stanley A. Olaxk, ituskofee, Oklahoma.

Creek • , 1829

ROT. Deris Leirie»

Mrs* La«lat

John Devi a, aatlTe aa&istant

lira, Drrii.

TMt atation i s in the Indian Territory, vest of

Adcaneea* The Iooa1?ion la a good one, and everything

connected with the sohoola and church, already weara

a flourishing appearance. In the Sabbath schools are

eighty pupils, and God hae bleased the church by a

rerlTal* I t hjna sixty-three smhera*

Ref-Mlaalonary Register. A Tabular Vien Of The

l&estons Of The American Baptist Board, For Jenueiy 1,

18S(̂ , Tne American Baptiat ISag&zine* January 1855.

Vol. 15, No. 1, Page 55-Eistorical collection of Stanley

•• Clark, Uuakogee, OJclahoaa.

Rev* Derid Lewi a,

Her. David B. Rollin and faciily,
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Visa Mary Ric«,

Mies Mary Ann Colbura,

Ur. John De-vis, Hetlvt preacher

lira. Davis*

Tnia station among the Greeke i s not far distant

from the Arkansas Tarrltory, In the Yicinity of Centoa-

meat Qlbaoa* Ooxrranleat dwellings hare been ereoted*

Mr; L«Ttt« died here in the f a l l of 1833J i t the last

intelligonoe, the church contained eighty aeabera, and /

WOT* were Waiting to be baptleed*

American Baptist Magazine, JUne 1835,

J o l . 15, Ho* 6* Report of Board, Page SS0-Slrtorie

oollettion of Stanley A* Claric, tfaekogao, Oklahoma.

ORSSKS

(Hot far froa the junction of ArlcaEaaa and Verdigris)

idLsuionarlea, Bar* D« B. Rollin, lira* Hollin,

Ur* John Davis, mtiTt preacher,?Urn, Doris, Miss

Mary isn Oolbarn, Wioo Msry Rice, aaaistonta*

' Hr» Leirts, in consequence of toe death of his v i fe ,

and his o « i l l n e s s , rejaoved from this station Airing

the la s t year, (Hr. Daris contlsce^ to preaoh at sereral

different places, and a moab«r of persona w«re baptized
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before Mr« Levla left the atatloa. The eh&rah eoaeleted

et the laet date, of about eighty. Ur« Rollin and family

exrlred at the ataiioa Deeenber 2£, 1854* Be aays, in a

letter dated D«center 20t ^eeterday, I attended Meeting

four uiloe froa here, at Khat la called the old Baptlat

ueetlnf house, and preaehed to aa aasembly of Indiana and

Afrleana* After the aervloe, upon the requettwof Brother

a, all neabere of the ohureh eane forward, one after

another, and gave me their hand. I t was difficult to

euppreea the eaoUona of ay Mind on tola interesting

oooeelon**/
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Pole Ho t of an election held on the Lat Monday In Dec. 1875 in the
town of Fort Gibson. C. N.
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ff. C. Lacker
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~Zrtisg Van

Joe Irenoh
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George Keys

Thoa. GerraXX

rrank Kerr

-G. A. Kerr

John Smith

G. H. Naah

Watt Denning

WiXXie Buner

Ed Boss

Steve Snith j

Camone Venn /
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ffe hereby certify, that the above ac:ount of the vote given thia
day la correct .

Dec. 6th 1875 0. <Y. Lipe Mayor

T. J . Thornton, Clerk.


