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BIOGRAPHY OF WILLIAM W, Urr0N NO SLIZA JUKTON Lo A
SHADY POINT.,UKLAHOM.
Gomer Gower, Field .orker, June 1, 1937,
Williem ¥. Burton wus-born at Foint Cedar,
Clark County, arkansas, on‘upril 4, 1503, and came to
the Indian verritory witir his paresnts, John and Barbafg

AN

Grenville Burtdh}\;n pecember 1879, where his father
) AN

leased land for a two year period from ngam porris,
who was’a; intermarried white man who, uader contract
with tue Federal Government, had moved two groups ;f
choctaw Indians from Aississippi to tne Indian
rYerritory, afterwards sgr;}qg as paymaster for th:
"Choctaw Citizens, fromwazvenues collected for
royalties and permits. rh;s land was located st é
© point about three miies cast of what is now tne
town of Howe.

ihe family lauter moved to a point near
Jdonroe where tue pafents of .r. durton d{éa ~nd
were buried in Wil is Kﬁoﬁn as the Union Cemétery;
Juét across the State |ime from sionroe in the Siate
of .rkansas.

2liza surton was ocorn in iijssissippi on

april 12, 1870, and was an infant when “rought by her
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parents,- sir. and .rs John :i. Qoazman, to the Indian
Territory who settled near C;meron and later moved (o
a point just acros. the 3tate linz from Hackett where

tncy leassed lend from é Choctaw lndian named .om Sexton,

buried in th: l:icks Jemetery, in Jebastian County,
Arkansas.: -

Jn september 7, 18390, tnese good people were
united in .arriuge and soon tne;eafper qovad Loﬁa
point near what is, aow Pana@é, where th:y resided
for several years and iater, in l&9§, novéd vo their
preseat Lome at 3hady point. lheir néighbors,- if‘
p3aple living within two 1o five miles may be called
such,- while ;iviné near tne presautl town of :anama
were John hicxman and femily. John Goodnight, the
father of Id Joodnight, iresident of the Central
National Bank at Poteau, w-s also a neighdbor.

fhese people ure of th: = ort of which
Oklshoma may well fszel proud, &¢s it is to them gnﬁ
others of their kind that the State owes so much for

having suffered the hardships attendant on wresting

a living from an undeveléped vir.in land beset with
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droughts one yesr wnd overflows the ,nest; and un-
daunted by tue nuany difficulcies hich they encountered,
fowught anu labored on det:rmined to crzate surroundings

for thelr children which woull excel. those undel” which

ney ihemselves were reare&; In this pﬁrpoae thay
suc-eéded in = nariked degrze. Jhelr four children
nave all reflected honor on the éf orts of Kkheir
parents, .s.will ge;shown by tneir sccomplishuaents:
Monroe, taeir eldest son, s.:s appointed Postmaster
al rote.u on april 1, 1934, wnicn positidn ue fills
in a@admirqbié mznner. a aarried daughter(( wrs. Price
daters) has been Po'tmistress’at Shady roint since
1980. Sie ulso discidarges her juties in a creditable
manner. lin, ahotder son, is a properous busipess m.n
¢t Bokoshe. dhile Iarl, taeir baby b;y, ;s con;eqted
with the Agricultural\sgent's bffice'fpr Le Flore
sounty. Jf these outstah?fhg children the parénts a
feal justly proud, _nd no doubt <=re nade realize that

a well-spent life, even though it hus been /fought with

“ hardsnips, is rewarded by tns devotion und eppreciation

A



BURTON, WILLIAM W. INTERVIEW,

417

4 \ ©
of the caildten for whose sducation and advancement
‘they made mény éacrifices.

Of their early life in the Indian lerritory '

«irs. Burton recalls the! ner father, J. li. Boazman,

was en.aged in supplying the lown of fLackett, Arkansas,

&
-

~then a tﬁriving village near the State line, wifhﬁ
beeves‘aéd‘AOgs for the butcher trade, buying them’
from Indians and others who had such:for sale. She
séw him on numerous occasions riding in home wtfgl

a deer)which he had shoﬁ)tied behind his seddle

and lying across the horse., On agcasioﬁs, too,

religious .ervices would be held by itinerant

: mi%gionaries ;t ner fathers home, s smell log

* cabla, which would be attended by Indiens who
would leave their guns leaning‘against a ﬂ;ee
out in the yard. It was when ths céildren had
grown up large enough to attend school that her
father mo;ed to the pluce near Hac;ett, arkansas,
in order that nis children would be given
scholastic advantages which could not be hsd in
tne Indian rerlitory.' |

Her brother, James Boazman, was a charter’
»

member of Moshulatubbee Lodge number thirteen,
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of the ﬁaaonac Order, and is held in the highest
estoom by all his iasonic brethren, odééccount of
-his untiring efforts in.behalfwyf the craft. .
mr: Burton, though he is now seventy-four
years of‘age, is still hale and hearty agg takes
keen delight in-his growing croés; displaying the
true spifit of the piloneer in his eagerness to be up
and doing rather then sitting around t;hinkixig about
what "migh£ have been"., As befor; stated.ha h4s heen
too busy battling the elements; carrying out plans
designed for the betterment ;f the condition of his
children, to have time left to devotse to immateri-.l
matters. The same must be said of his good wifé,
* Zliza, who, it cam plainly be seen)hés devoted
her life to the same nigh purposes.
For these reasons, and the furéher fact
that they have lived through the tmansition period
from Tériitorial days to Statehood, they are entitled

to honorable mention when the annals of the 3tate are

recorded.
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