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Invest igator , John P. Deugherty,
January 27, 1938.

Interview with Henry Moore,
Hickory, Oklahoma.

'My parents were James Watson Moore and Martha

His ler Moore, born in Georgia. Father was a stockman.

I was born l>~ Texas in 1891, <mt of three children,

and came witix my parents to the Indian Territory that

year, s e t t l i n g or> the Harper Turner Ranch, eas t of Hick-

ory in the Chickasaw Ration. The grass was waist high

and higher in p laces .

The Indians d i s l ike^ the invasion by the white man,

and each Fal l they se t the grass a f i re to t r y to barn

the invaders out . Those were e x c i t i n g t imes. If the

wind blew the f i r e travel led fa s t er than a horse . I t

wss impossible to f ight i t with water end sacks. The

cowboys would k i l l a cow, s p l i t i t open, t i e each side

of the body to the horn of a saddle on a horse, one on

each side of the dead cow. They dragged her along the

f i r e l i n e , thus ha l t ing the blaase so that others could

follow with sacks and water.
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Tbe annual round-ups were great events in the

l i fe of the cowboy. Each ranch for miles around had

i t s chuck wagon and a bunch of boya to round up their

catt le . Each bunch had tuo or three spoiled ponies,

and,for pastime the boys took turns trying to rldts the

spoiled ponies. I was a mere lad and there was always

horse racing. I was one of the riders. I rode for a l l

of them. I had a race saddle which Father bought for

me and racing was my favorite sport. Another enrusing

sport was tying shucks or tin cans to the tai ls of the

cattle to make them run. On Sunday we would go out

and round up a bunch of bulls and drive them onto a

81range range. "Die fight was on as soon as the strang-

ers arrives, and many times we were forced to climb

trees to escape the furious bulls . Any time one ventured

onto the range on foot he was l ikely to be attacked by

the catt le , and unless he had a trep to climb i t was

almost impossible to escape. I neve had to stay in a

tree top a half day many a time, waiting tc: a wild eow

or bull to go away so I could climb down and sneak away.

On toe round-ups w,e put np a rope corral. The horses"
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were driven into this . When we ted chosen the horses

we wasted we threw a vope OTOT his neck or around his

front foot and he stood quietly while we paught him

bat if we hed a bridle in our hand he would' not l e t

as get neer him. Our horses «*re trained so that no

stranger could catch them and when we stopped we threw

the bridle rein on the ground and l e f t M B standing.

Shen we returned he was s t i l l there.

A neighborhood pood was built on our ranch. Each

Sunday the boys for miles would ccae to the pond to

swim. One day a buses of ua were swiping when we

a aan cooing across the prairie Is a ran. He grabbed

one of tlwJ^ponies belonging to a boy in the pond and

mounted i t and rode aray« fe thought nothing about i t !

for about half an hour, then soae Waited Stetea Memhals

cane riding up and asked i f we had seen tin i s mas. I t

was then we foufed out he was a horse, thief trying to

escape the law. He bad ridden a horse to death, l e f t

i t and started out afoot. Ihes he saw these posies

saddled end bridled he aade a dash for one of then and

we had l e t him get away. Be later changed horses and the

V
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boy's pony was recovered but the saddle was never found.

Horses on renge were very hard to pen, e s p e c i a l l y

i f tbey were with a bunch of wild ponies . I have Been

Father shoot wild ponies down to sca t ter the horses so

he could drive ours to the corral . »e had a blind

corral; i t h?d wings b u i l t of r e i l s for about a mi le ,

spreading over a large area a t the outer side and when

we got the horses started towards 'the corral ins ide these

wings they could not escape. We gradually closed in on

tfcem u n t i l they were forced through the g a t e .

7/hen one rode ^ to & house et mealti /ne he didn't

esk i f he might eat then. He got off h i s horse, walked

in and ate when the meel was ready or i f there were no

one Ft hozae he cooked for himself, cleaned up the kitchen

r-nd l e f t tilings e s they were found.

The cowboys were a j o l l y bunch of f e l lows , always

playing jokes on each other . One day at a neighboring

ranch the ranch owner and a cow-hand were p etming so»e

c a t t l e . The owner w&s a large man and the hand was

slender. The owner acc identa l ly l e t a cow down the chute

in the pen with the hiad. How that cowboy did run around
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the pen and f i n a l l y managed to scramble over the fence .

The owner laughed h e a r t i l y at t h i s joke but the hand

decided that "he who laughs l a a t , laughs beat ." So the

next day while they were penning c a t t l e he managed to

get th« owner in the pen and turned a cow down the

chute in to the pen. Now i t was *he hand's time to laugh.

The owner raced around the pen several times with

infuria=*ed cow at h i s h e e l s . At l a s t he crawled onto\

the fence and to the ground on the opposite s ide . How

he did puff and blow.

Doctor **** Eagle « full blood Chickasaw doctor,

came past our house once each year with about twelve

wagons on h i s wajpr to the Arbuekle Mountains to d ig herbs

and roots from which he made h i s medicines. He always

cemped at our p lace . One yeer when he ceme ay s i s t e r

was very i l l . The doctor had told us she could never

get w e l l . Dr.Wai/Sagle said he was sure he could cure

her. He went to h i s wagon sad got a white pordei; from

which he nede/a tea . Ifoen he asked that brother and X

go with him'to h i s home near Wapanucka in the Choctaw

Ration and bring back soae medicine for her. He sent
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a wooden box with soreral kinds of medicine, with

instructions for using i t . Sister recovered, and we

always welcomed Dr.War Saglo when he came to our house.
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