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" " " ' "" ' ' * BURIAL GROUND FORM
'AORKS PROGRESS ADMINISTRATION.

Indian-Pioneer His to ry p ro jec t for Oklahoma
CARSELOWXY, JAMES R . G1DIKT8KIX8-CH1HR0KK5

SHAVfNEB

'Field worker's name Jiaun B« Qarselowty ' , -

7882

This report made on (date) October 20 anfl 21, 193 7.

1. Kame (if any) of burial ground -Sham— Oeaategy ••

2. Founded (date) 1883 . By Sam Bread and Lewis Ihawnee

3. Abandoned (date) S t i l l l a use Why abandoned

4. Present owners of premises States of Oklahoma

Address of prespnt owners Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

KOTE: Answer fully, if possible, questions 5 to-13 inclusive, here or on
sheets firmly attached to this form.

5. Original owners of premises. Qherokee Nation
6. Give names of other persons who at one time owned the premises.
7. Â prbofimote -number of graves.
8. Approximate number of marked graves 4 . ' w -—
9. General condition of headstones, including inscriptions. Only 2 but good
10. Number of inscriptions' copied and attached. 4 '(Place

each inscription on.a separate sheet and attach all to this form).
11. Any other information you were able to gather about the burial ground

including its history.
12. Condition of the premises Hot very goodf fence down and weedy*
13. Detailed location of burial ground. ^ 3 pcres of RW NW SB

Rogera • • -14. Legal location of bur ia l ground, County

•Section 1 Township 24 H Range 1SS

(north) '

Ihe plat on th is form represents 640
acres, one square mile, and is sub-
divided into 40 acre t r a c t s . The
center of the section, and bur ia l V
ground should be located' according-
ly. If possible, make additional
subdivisions on pla t to give more
accurate location.

Number of.sheets attached

to this form ' .. • 1 • • •
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CARSBLOWEY, JAMES R.
*

James R. Carselowey
Journalist
October 20-21, 1937
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The. Shawnee Cemetery was established in 1883, when

a full blood Shawnee Indian by the name of Blaokoat was

buried there , by Sam Bread, a fu l l blood Cherokee, with.
4k

""whom he waj^ staying. Shortly after Blackoat's death and
" . \ • *

burial on the Sam Bread place, he traded the place to

Lewis Shawnee, who was a full blood Delaware Indian and

his wife, a full blood Shawnee. The oemetory from that

date went under the name of the Shawnee Cemetery, and

was on land occupied by Louis Shawnee, who, when allot- ~

ment came, had* two acres set aside by the Cherokee Nation

as a burial ground for the Shawnee Tribe <f Indians* Ho ~

other tribe is buried there, except where another Indian

. has Carried into the Shawnee Tribe.

One peculiarity about this strictly Indian cemetery,
" i ' ' '

is that there are only two monuments in the cemetery, anl

one of them was put there by the Government for a World
t

War veteran. Some of tbe Indians buried there were w e l l x

able to erect monuments, some even were drawing o i l royal- ,

t i e s , and one was the l a s t chief of the Shawnee ^ r i be , and

was 'said to bg» well fixed f inancia l ly .
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A great many of the graves were, covered over with

clapboards, or plank, sufficient to turtf water, and I

asked William Shawnee, one of the younger of the\ t r ibe '

who accompanied me\to the cemetery, if that was an Indian

custom, ̂ and he said i t was*

The graves were a l l well rounded up with d i r t ,

where -there were no covers on the graves* I t seems that

the Indians had a dread of a watery grave*

According to J* K« Taylor, a former Vinita Under-

taker T&O held many of the early day burials in this \
. * . • x

cemstery, and Indian burial-ceremony aoiisisted of the !

beating of tom-toms a l l night, and'upon leaving about

daylight, food would be plaeed^jm the grave for the de-

ceased, and the grave would be visited for three sue-

cessive nights* If the food was not gone when they re-

turned, the spir i t was not satisfied; i f gone i t was

satisfTed. I t was not generally done, but sometimes re l ics

were buried with the dead*



fc • OiiRSELOWM, JAMES R . CSMETERIKS-OHHaOKEE
^ swmm \

****************************

Cora &• Powell

Born Oct. 11 , 1893-

Died July 8, 1894

Budded on earth, to bloom in fteaveiu

* * * ) f c * * * * * * * * % * * A : * j ' f j f ! . - - . *

Cora White

Died June 30t 1936

»ed 53 Years

(Burokhalter Funeral ilome Marker)

Robert Harvey

Died Sept\B, 1936

Aged 92 Yea

(Lu^nbuel Funeral Hoaa
Vinita Oklahoma

Diomas Williams

Oklahoma

PVT. I « L 56 INF.

Sept. 24, 1918.

/
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The followl/ng unmarked graves are burialgin the •

according to William.'Shawnee, now owner

' . ' o f the land surr/oundingt-the cemetery, a$i l iv ing nearby*
' h \ ' • ' • • • • . •

Ho says his fatjner^ Ie'wis Shatraees started keeping a' rec-

ord of a l l who died and were buried'in the Shawnee-Cemetery,

• since 1891, and that he,, himself, has kept the record up,

*sin£e his father 's death on January 16, 1930* The record

-was, kept in an old D. •!• Ledger book, and was loaned to m

-v ^o copy. There i s no r eeo rao rb i r t h s , but the date, of

eaon death is gfyven. I am reproducing the names' and dates >
•v / • .

.as-gi^eii_tn_fcha_book, with the exception of correcting the ,

• spelling*'of son© of the names, that I know, to be wrongly

spelled. • The; spelling -was very bad, as for instance: Gorge

for George, ,Albarte for Albert^ Jul iy f<jr Julia etc* Each -pager -was hejad'ed as follows:

• DBAD OF XITDIMIS (ShaVmee3' Only buried helre)

1 -Mr. SOLI Rogers,

-' 3 -&&&; Rosie

(Date^of Death)
Npv»'22, 1891 %

3 -&r, Henry Bigkni-?«,

, 1892

February 1, 1^94
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4- Mrs. Fannie Carpenter,

5- Mrs* Ju l ia Fox,

6- Mr* Henry Rogers,-

7*- Mrs. Mary Brit ton,

8- George Carter,

9- Henry Born, ""*•

10-Tom Rogers, ' '

11-Mr. Charley Jackson,

12-Baby Martin White^..:>-_.

13-Mr. Thomas Siande,. ~ ~

14-Mr. Albert'

15-Mr. Joe F l i n t , ^'

16-Mrs, Katy B l a i r ,

17-Tom Daugherty,

18-Ben"miek,

19-Mrs» Bread,

20-Mrs, Rebecca Elliak,

21-Mrs. janie

22-Boy MoKinley Hatyey,-

23-Mr» Frank Dushan?,

24-Mr, Henry S l l i c k , .

November 12, 18^6

August 20, 1900

Feb.ll, 1901. (La'st Ohiei
- of the.Shawneej Tribe)

February 21,-1901

April 30,. 1901

November 11, 1901'

• 1902

Killed November 18p 1902

- July 29,-1805— -

" August 24, 19*03 ' .

NOV. 18, 1905 •
it

January 7, 1904 ' • .

July 23, 1904 - ' •

February I, 19.05

.March 6, 1905'

I&iroh 11, 1905
j£~~. -•-

Sept. 26, 1907 -

June 26, -1908

July 9, 1908 •

Killed NOV., 24, 19°10 -

Deoember 24, 1910
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.25-Mreu Lizzie
f i •

26>Mr« Joe W7 / •
,27-Itora Gibson,

28-Rosie Walker^

29-Mrs. Ju l i i Flint,

, /

March 10, ;

Kill himself Max 15»
*

August 51, 1911^

January 31, 1912

January 31, 1912
30-Mrs« Wa/hington ttolf (Frank Wolf )Marah 6, 1912

March 11, 1912

March'19, 1912

Jfiareh 25, 1912 • .

" January 26, 1913

31-Yon Jane
/

32-Jama's Walker;

33-Mr» James Bigknife,
i •

34-Mr. Charley Fridge

3o-Ben Carpenter Boy,. * January 26, 1913

36-Mrs» Rosa Harvey, . July 24, 1913

38-Mrs. Ajny Eferrey, , October 5, 1913

39-!£rs« Susan Bigknife, . September 10, 1914

40-Mrs* Amy Paskell,

41-Hrs.. Kanoy Whfte,

August, 1915

September 3 , 1916

42-Master 'Ol^ro riarvey,, Hovembef 1916

43-Misis Mary Spybuek, . February-18,-1917- ;•.•-„

44-»Mr#M«iLothlin, from Sgayinaw Town, jjeb* 269 1917

45-Mi'ss Ada Shawnee, - . July. 20, "19

46-BoyEdward I h l t e , .Kil led January 25, 1918

r '
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47-Mre, Janes Wolf, ' January 25, 1918

48-Mrs. Mary Tucker, NoyJ
- • ' . ' i

49-Mlss Gladys Seconding', Novelriber 9 , 1918 '

50-Mrs. Nancy Bigknife, February

51-Mias Ida Shawnee,

' 52-ldrs. Susan Profi t

53-Baby Daugherty,

54-0ra Dick,

Marchl25, 1919

Aug. 5 f

7
Ootobdr 3 9̂ 1919

55-Baby

56-William Tooley, .

57-Mr. Bi l l Daugherty,

October,6 1919

October^ 24, 1919

Deo. /261 1919 (\1&8 a ve ry
prominent leader-among h is t r ibe)
FeJ3rAiary\ 14, 1920"'"

^ruary\14, 1920

59-Mrs. Annie-Flint, -
. . i

60-Mr. John Greenfeather,

61^&v Bill' Harvey,, —.. 4. Aprtl^ 2, 19̂ 20 .

62-Mss Jack Second! ne,*GirlApril

5T Nancy Flintj, / _ Jaa 12» 1922\'

i. Susan Fox," \ October'16,

Mary-Beayer,' " January
/ , • • • -

George iVashiyhgtottj March 11,

-^•January 3 , 1924

68-Mr« Sandfield Harvey, June 16^

a l i g t

67-Miea Manda Colston,
/
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69-Mrs» Sghdy Harvey,

70-Mr« Billy Jones,

Moses Squirrel*
' ) • ' •

' " 72~?8r. Frank Wolf, ,.

75-5* J» Shawnee,

74-Mrs« Anna White,

75-Mr,-Clifford Washington,October 20, 1924

May 2 5 , .1904 •

June 1, 1924

le<$ August 12, 1919

une 24- 1924

Killed] July 4 , 1924

Killed!July 1934

November 10,1924(Probably
WifJovr Brown.)
Dee* 6, 1924" - •

76~Witer Itory Brown, /

77-Baby .Hl lderbrand , /

78-0hrls topher Washington, Deo. 8 , 1924

Moll le IShi^e, January 2 1 , 1926

« Clara-Wil l iams,

/
81-Mr« Janjes HarVey,

82-Mrs» Manda i o n g t a i l ,

•Jan* 1 6 , 1930(the man who kept
these records*)

March 25, 1927

.October 14, i928.

July 2, 1929 >

83-l£r» Lewis Shawnee,

" '• ' • - -i -.- r - - - - -

*Field-Workers Note: Moses Squirrel was'a young man about
" • ' " . / • '

. 21 years old, who played the violin.. He was kil led while

attending tone of the annual stomp da noes of the Shafcnee t r ibe

of Indians, in the White Oak H i l l s . He vsas given the regular

Indian bur ia l , a t which tirao tom-toms were beaten a l l night,

foodNwa8 placed on h i s grave for three days'. Thî b young man*s

violin was buried. In the grave with him.- • . " « _ •
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84-Mr. James'Shaw,

9

o f

Qotober 19, 1930

85-Mr. Baaiel Waehingtorj, January 31, 1951

86-Mrs. Lucy Williams," January 15, 1932

87-Mrs. Frances Shawnee, _ August 31, 1933(Wj.fe of
man «ho kept these records)
January 2, 1934

Killed Feb. 23,"1934

• July 7, 1934

April 21, 1891

May 8/1934 .

."November i6 , -

^ June 25, 1936

June 30, 1936

September 8, 1936

•December 12, 1936

Ko date ^

NO'

1883

Fozf, ,

.89-Gharley Longta i l*

90-B111 B r i t t o n ,

91-Mrs. Prances- Birown

92-Willlam Brom,

93-Charley Walker,'

94-Loren20 Carpenter ,

95i.BSrs# Cora White,

96-Rosa Harvey,

97-Dalton Beaver,

98-JSlizab©th Rogers,
, ̂

99-John Hogers t

100-BliatJkcai;,

•Charley Longta i l was shot by. h i s wife,- Fannie Long ta i l , now

serving a- l i f e - term a t HoAlester. P e n i t e n t i a r y .


