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THE STARTj OPERATION AND FINISH OF
LAZY $ FiANCH by L. W.« Wilson, r e s e a r c h wo

,"; Start '* '

The f i r s t pioneers who struggled across the streams, wilderness

and prairies of the Indian Territory ^re , of course, al l dead. But '

with the rclose of* the $ivil Y?ar caaie a new and different kind of

'emigrant. They were, earnest men, :.en who did not fear, men who jlid " •

not'lie,. Ken who caae to stay and make this their hotae an4 engtige in

-the gainful-occupation of otock raisi-.g and mercbendising.

One of these eiaigrants was H« B. Speulding and ne Vnev the cat t le ;

business, because, he -was born and reared in Sulphur Spring, Texas,

the cattle kingdom. He not only- b.ecar.e a proficient rancher'but also a

aarchant of the highest typ.e end. a financier, •".

Those-were tt'he almost incredible days of-the Cree3c Na^dn in the

Indian Terri-toryv ttPm Spaulding spent his early l i fe annng the front-

iersman in'Taxas^as & qowboy-t He kaevr' the two-gun.bad i&en, stage coach

and train robbers. The notorious gaiblers as* well as-the dead shot

Lighthorsenaen and the U# S. Marshals at ^'uskogee, bkiaulgee, Tahlequah,

Ft. Gibson, Indian Territory and other *ide open territory towns. He

also was witness to the armies stationed et Ft. Gibson andf t .

Indian Territory,- aa well as a witness of "Neck t i e . Par ties", when hors«j
• , . « . • " ' ' ' ' i •'•"• ' - ' ' /
JMev©8,"

~ ' ' . • - / •

tree. , ' . ; . . /

, " Vr. Spaulding Cirs't engaged in the lEercantile" business at •fme
• . • - • - , - . t • / -

old Creek Agency on the south -side o- Fern J^ountain before the^V.K.&T.
• » " • • ' • . ^ , • ' / - . "

8̂8 built through the t e r r i to ry / After this jPBilroad"built through '

e, he eatabiishe TBusiness there ^nd being no'banks/fie became
~ /
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the financier of the then l i t t l e vil lage and isaued scr ipt as a

medium of exchange knotm es the H. B. Spaulding sc r ip t . This scr ip t

isas about the size of the present one doller b i l l , with a gr-^en back-

ground with his picture on one end and the amount on'the other end.

While engaged in this business, Texas ca t t l e was being driven

through the te r r i to ry frou. Texas to Tanaas Tor the nort ern narketa.

Result of which adventures and in loss . ^

He saw the buffalo herds disappear, the Indians confined to

restricted reservetibas, and cattlemen froir. Texas establishing ranches

on unoccupied l&nds, stocked Yd.th herds from Texas. «e could not with-

stand the l-ure of goi.tg back to the ueys of his early l i f e when he as a

cowboy dreamed of toe day when he c Aild own a ranch and l>rge herds end

as the time was inviting end he Lad accuuiul? ted enough financed he sought

a location for his spread (a ranch). ^

On Cloud Creek which l i e s in the Concharty Mountains vest of Huskogee,

in Sutton Township,'County of IWrogee, VJC, Spaulding visualized as being

an ideal ' location for a ranch, halted, l e t his keen end piercing eyes r ft"

over these pra i r ies end valleys, picked out^with a steady hard a ta re , the~

locetion for his ranch Av>i..e, foreman's hjus-e, bunk house, cook shack*,

conals and other buildings. ' • - * . .

Fully now deiei'ded, he arrange^, for the leasi ig and did lease some

fourteen or fifteen square a i l e s and s tar ted constructing buildings,

corrals and pirchasi..g of Texas ca t t l e to bo delivered by r a i l to Susmitt

and Checottah, the nearest rai lroad poin ty as vsell as to employ aaen of

sterling worth end? character, '~* '*

Thus IT* .Spaulilng started, controlled rnd operate-- one of ̂ the
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largest ranches, second to none," of its present day,, the name of which

iras the "Lazy $" end the Lazy S*as known to n.ost ell of ̂ he inhabitants

of the eastern portion of the ter itory» w

c -*>
h'en still live who knew J'r. Spaulding in his life tine as their

merchant, friend, and their employe<r.

Operation

After the buildings were constructed, includi g s tables , sheds and

corrals, he went back to Texas and bought thousands of head of poor,

lean, wild and half wilci ca t t le of a l l colors, such as , fawn9 spotted,

black e t c . , loaded them into stock cars destined to Checotaa, I . T.

His" ranch, uanda were J I B Garrett , the '"oreinarj ^reon »'oClos'*eyt the

horse vra .pier, with J . A. Todd, F.avi Todd, Bud Hfll , Pleas,. T iwnsend,

A^ i l l e r , JimCobrey, Charlie Glass, Vu C-, Rraner, Jas . Spencer and

Billy • rf.nJclin as. "coir panchers" and others as cooks end raneh hands

carec for the sa l t l icks and the COY; ponies.

The f i r s t t ra in load arrived in a few deys and Jim Gerrett with

&ig worthy asr is lants ; i uela ing the chuck wagen was there to aeet

i t , . T . spaulding~coin'e through on the ' t r e in with the ca t e re r Ke ;

perso .ally took up the expense b i l l s fron the rf i l road s^ent as soon

83 the Agent made .them out, however, unloading star tec" t-t -nice.

It was only « 85-csr t r a i n , unlike those of today with a hund-

.red or more, ca rs , witli a i r brakes and automatic compellors, foof these

cars had hand brakes end old l ink and pin couplings and needless to
-. -— . . . »

say, you can imagine the rough handling these p e r ca t t l e received f

while in t r a n s i t . ' . [ ' • ' , . „.
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A train load of oattie in those days was between XX00 & 1260

bead and i t took come two moatfc* before the ranch was stocked to

capacity at the cattle arrived intermittently,allowing time to get

«aok train load to the ranch and could return for the next train*

They bandied on an average of about two train loads a week to the

ranch and , of courBe, every cow-puncher spent days and days in-the

saddle. ' . .

A large corral and unloading chutes were at' Checotah and the

otttle .were*unloaded, fed and watered and rested before the drive

started for their now home* Many of the cows had died while in

bom V.

transit as well as young calveaA The young calves were usually.

given away for they were not strong enough to make the drive.

Usually someone around the village of Checotah took them or caTed
1

for them until someone from the sticks came in and got th&a« The

dead cows were pulled to the car doors by main strength and awk-

wardness bf^the cow punchers and they w^uld then throw a rope a-

round the dead cows boras, with the other end tied to the saddle

.bqra on the cow pony-atad- dra* theat flown^ke^&uia^nAJUato a pile

whire kerosene was thrown on them and burned them*

The f i rs t drive started from the corral with Foreman,"Miller11 -

leading, behind the foreman^ came the chuck wagon, the horse wrangler,

"Green MoCloakey" kept Jkis distance, with fresh cow ponies and even

with the point of the herd. Bud Hall and Pleas Townsend rcaneuverdd

at the herd's point. s Jim Miller and Jim Cobrey worked at the . „„

swing, j , , A. Tod'd and his brother, Sam Todd, oared for the flank,
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wfclle Jpa Speaoer and Charlie Glass rode the drag. The rest of

We cow punchers helped Along with the wrangler and as the evening

aun began to sink into the horizon, they, with the foreman, went

galloping ahead locating a place to bed down for the night. The

cattle were grazed slowly snd it usually took two long days and a

aight to put them on the home range,

TKey finally reached the bedding ground which was on the

hsad of Elk Creek, near the present town of flainwrigfat, Oklohofna.

It was a clear night and the cattle were ready to rest as well as

the crew. The chucfc wagon set up a short distance away, and like-

wise a corral made of rope for the horaea. They got their chuck,

rolled up in their blankets and fell to sleep, leaving those- who,

helped the wrangler, with the herd in the early part of theVight

and was relieved by f i r s t one and then the other un*n the break of

day. When the oook had breakfast ready which consis t^ of bread, -

coffee, sugar, syrupy and fried as.lt-meet", a l l cooked on open f i re ,

they got their chuck and by this time the-cattle was a l l up drinking

it the creek and grazing contentedly on the t a l l sage and blue stem '•

grass. ' Jim shouted, "&et that chuck wagon going". "Them horses,

Green, whats holding youf Then he shouted at the cow punchers and

called *>ud and Pleas to him, "you fellows get tfce point started and •

lets get going before the green heads get,us, hell f i r e , we donH

-wnt to be a l l week getting away from here.» ' .There was not a g?een

• h«6d fly <wjple.ee but everyone knew tfi© experience they- had had on

other ranches with the green ieada- causing stampedes afed;near state-

[ pades and he told them this,meaning to 'ride and ride *t once and
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going. Of, course, with the point starting the re'et of tho cow
* * * ^ • * •

punchers iooa get the rest of the herd in formation and i t was" easy

for Spencer and Glass to close the rear" with the drag.

Noon that day, as was the $ay before, the chuck wagon far in the
• • , * • •

lead haft chuck ready without any d«lay, you mitht say eating on the

run. The menu for the noon day meal was th« same as for breakfast,

'other thin the fried, bacon, they hed beans, with a niece of fat salt
' ' I ' . 4

bacon thrown into them for seasoning, s. •. . •
Tha'it night they reached their home range, bedded-" d<fcyn and

. . .
turned the herd over to other cow punchers who Mr. Spaulding had

hired before their arrival, because he left Checotah by passenger

' ' J * '"
train for Muskogee. Indian Territory, rode borse back to his ranch

9nd employed an additional four cow punch-er.s'. to stand sentinel over

the herd. The onee^os the,drive got their chuck at the cook shack
<

' and tumbled into their bunks- for a real" night*s sleep,.

The n«xf day, the same ones on the f i rs t drive returned to

Checotah to do al l over with another herd as. they did these end

continued so until the ranch received i t s capacity, Later ship-

menta came to Stssaitt, I.T. figuring this would shorten the drive

which i t did. The weather was warmer and one c^uld sleep in the

'open, while at times they would have to bunk up at the livery

stable in Checotab during inclement weather. Course, the chuck was
«

always* coming up for they always bad the wsgon with them.
.« .

* •

Additional men'were eraplo.-ed as the herds grew larger. S

licks established at convenient points on the ranch by taking 'a
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a barrel of ealt, saw,it h&lf in'to and set i t in the ground. *

With the, sage and blue stem grass high enogga to roach mid-

wey the sides of a cow pony the cattle grow fat , calves were born

and they aVeraged*about one a year- to erery five cows on the range,
•'

iaany of the .cattle bore Texas brands and those that did not^

were branded with the La.ey $• Ur, Spauldingfs brar̂ k of identifi-
». >

cation." fezes oattle was often logged on this ranch with the Texas

brand and. a log book was given each cow bend so they would know

their 'cattle. All the calves atnd yearlings were branded with the <

Lazy S *t round up-time which was usually each spring and fa l l .

Ranges over-lapped each other for there were no fences. One
*

could rid©. 80 miles from the Lazy S to the t*S, Ranch and .never

come to a fence. This being the case cattle naturally intermingled
* * *

^rith other cattle to some degree on different ranges^ At round up
' * ' • * . * ' "

 s

time •cattle not belonging to the Lazy was driven to their home

-range and vieietfersa, those on others to the Lazy $.

Wh.en the catt le OMTC fattened on the grass, they were driven v

"back to"'the railroad, .loaded and shipped to the northern markets

and more cattle from Texas"replaced them. I t was an endless chain,

cattle coralag in and going out yearly.
* * *

the cow. punchers were el l jolly, good hard-working fellows.
* •

They loved their \ponies, the herds'and .wide open spaces. They were

honest,' law abiding and hated a thief. They were brave, fesrlesa

;jnen and denounce*!cowardice. They loved to ride and rope and sonae

of course were more skilled than others* Green MoCloskey who startedwrangler^ becom© one of the best bronco busters, not only on
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t i e Lazy iS but in esstem Indian Terr i tory .

With a l l their good t r a i t s few if any of them oared for ehutfok

or thought of th(T hereafter. They referred to a preecher as a

* sky-pilot* •• A preacher came on ^he range one day, heading for Ok-

nmlgee, I . T . r and inquired the way to the ranch as he wanted to

pest his horse end, get something to ea t . Some of the boys noticed

he carried a Bible under his «rra end they kept talking and learned

he v»as a sky-pilot•

They direoted him to the ranch Inuse. &rs» Miller, the fore-

man*s wife was very re l ig ious . They said to him "if old &isa

gits snuffy, pull the Bible on her and she ' l l be your friend for

l i fe . Juat locate that part that reads about the fattened calf.

Only sort of twist the meaning into fried chicken and hint around

that there** wrinkles en Inch deep in your belly for hunger. If

she takes the hint and kin locate the fowl and if she f a l l s fer

your Bible stuff, you ' l l get the finest fried chicken you eyer

I lapped" your l i p s ov»r.rt ..ell no one never saw anything more.of £

\ the sky-pilot and Jim told the men he naver did show up at the house.

They a l l hoped to razz Mrs. Ji'iller alout sending the sky-pilot to

her.

One time when they were down at ^heootah, a new cow puncher,

was alWg that had been hired, known only as I)ynamite to the gang,

for he claimed he could r ide a s t ick of dynamite if i t had hid«

and hair on i t . He was on© of those old timers out of Texas, a

kind of a boomer type*. -His beard wax about a week old and^figured

on going to the barber shop, A l i t t l e onepchair concern in ft plank

'sfetck. He had a l i t t l e bundle and just went to the shop and l e f t
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shaved• He soon returned and noticed his bundle gone from the

l i t t le shelf where he had left i t . Three or four men were in the

ibop and getting, a lot of kick out of the cowboy*s bewilderment.

Dynamite said," I put i t thar on the shelf, I froldja l»d be back fer
it • * '

i t . I toldja I wanted a shave. Ifve been gone Jest 'a few minutes.

Didja put i t away somawheres?" The barber 8aid,"Young fel ler , I'K

to busy to look after bundles. What did you have in i t . RagsT1

*
Dynamite looked him up end down and ,his-face went hot, to a cherry

The barber was a man with red garter8 on ria arm for sleeve

holders* His mustache was waxed to a needles point and his hair

slicked with perfumed hair o i l . His w&ite hands stropped his

-razar, fie wore a fancy vest, a big gold chain and charm on i t f

lie hed purchased from earae hardware "aaleeraan, his pants were str\v>«<A,

ihoes with pointed tbas end fancied himself a ladies ' man and a

village cut up besides being a barber.

Dynamita, rough bred, smarted. He stood there face red 8nd

than losing i t s color as the barber continued wisecracking at him.

Byn*mite gritting his teeth moved so fast no one knew his actions.

He grabbed the barber by the vest, jerked him around and open-

haadad slapped him in the face. Then calmly, which would have done

credit to a wrestler and a prize fighter, like>$phn I . Sullivan,

he gave the barber a thrashing. He whipped the barber raor» ways

than a cowboy knew the way to town* As fast as he knocked him

down, he would poll him'up and flatten him again* Blood wet

spurting from his nose, one eye was closed and the other puffing*

Dyntmitt pull«d him up on the floor stood aim against the wall aid
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said, "Now t e l l me; where1a my bundle." ' i t ' s , I t ' s in the cupboard

where I keep my towels. Please, Please, don't hit me. I , I , got

'snougk.

The barber's clothes were torn and smeared with blood. He was

slobbering, spitting blood from his bruised mouth and tears ran out

of the corners of hie blaokened, half-closed eyes, begging, please

quit, I have enough, please have mercy.

The crowd gathered and spurred Dynamite on and slapped him on

the back and saidji'Fine old boy we'll buy the drinks for you."

Others yelled the cow punchers got the drinks on us this timo. Dy-

namite noticed the big barrels along the street,, f i l l ed with, water

in case of f ire^ when he rode in town and remembering them he picked

up̂  the- mercy, begging barber and struggled with him out through the"

doorway. The ohevring crowd cleared the way and after out near the

.barrel of water, he deposited the howling barber head f irs t in the

barrel and walked back in the berber shop, got his buntile of clothes,

out to the hitching rack, jumped on his horse and galloped over to

the corral at the unloading chutes.

They nick-named him Dynamite for his bronco busting bragging

but I guess the barber knew he was dynamite^otherwiae, altho he

not know the boys had so nioK-named him along time before this oc-

curred.

.Dynamite quit the crew when we £Ot back to the ranch for he

got word that Buzfc Reaves^the U. S. Marshal, was going to( pick him

up for the f ight . He was a good cow-hand and handled the point of

the herd from Checotah to the ranch*
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No one on the orew ever knew,,whore or what became of dynamite.
.* "' ***

Green KcCloskey always said he wished he had stuck around to show

him how to do so mo riding. Many things happened in the years the

Ltzy 5 operated like this and other things*

One big event wao when Mr. Spaulding built a ten-room, two-

story house out of lumber, hauled from Wichita, Kansas by teams*

Mr. Spaulding was the owner, operator, superintendent and treasurer

of the ranch, of course, Mrs. Spaulding was private secretary»

As time went on •fereysje.yv and cow punchers would come and go.

Some of these cow ounchers become ranchmen themselves, particularly

recalling J. A. (Alex) T8$<i and Jim Sceneer.
\

Finish
\ I—. — III • ! • — I

With the opening of unassisned lands to white settlers,

thousands of acres, where once cattle grazed and thrived on boun-

tiful grass and drank from clear stream a ,w«re turned into fields

of cultivation thus choking as it were the ranchers l i t t l e by l i t t l e

and the cattle industry was doomed to fate.

Later the Dawes Commission, in behalf of the Five Civilized

Tribes, took the acreage and allotted i t , in tracts of lend from

60 acres to 160 acres to individuals thus making the lands separate

and distinct property instead of being owned jointly by al l of a

particular nation. Ranches continued to operate as did the'Lazy 5

as long as land could be leased from these individuals at a nominal

sum with a block of land large enough to operate e ranch on a pro-

fiteble basis. Year ufter year the ranches grew smaller and smaller



WILSO'N, L. • . J U ' Y ~, KA::CH

. ' 1-12-

rod by th« time of statehood most a l l ranches had disappeared that

operated on ft scale as -large as the Lazy S and, naturally to?, Spaulfling

' sold his belongings before i t was sunk, because he could see."the

handwriting on the wall,"

. Two of his old cowhands, Jim 3pencer and Ai©x Todd̂  f inal ly ~ -

acquired the Lazy S and it ,was them, that saw 'the lands, where they '

bad spent, days, months and. year a in the saddle, as a cow puncher -'

and ranch owner dirided and redivided, fenced end re-fenced, homes .

built, lands plowed and today yielding f ie lds of grain ?nd cotton.

So the Lazy 5 passed into oblivion the same as e l l other

Oklahoma ranches*


