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‘7. THE START, OPERATION AND FINIGH OF THE
" LAZY § RANCH by Lo ¥ Wilson, rescarch worker.

o' N v

' start . '
'Pha first pioneers who strugrled aeross the streams, vrlldernesa

)

and prairies of the Indian Tarritory are of cJursa, all desd. But -
with the close of the inil Var came 8 new and dif;erent kind of

’emj.:grant. Thay ﬁar& earnest wmen, :.en who ¢id not ;‘ear, men who Q&d .

e
~ar

1m0t Iie,. men who caize to stay and make this their howe and énguge in
.th:e gebinfu.}.- ocowpation of stock reisi:g end merchendising.
One of these ewigranis was H. B. Spauld;né eng fie knew the cattle ‘;

éusineas. beceuse, he was born and reared in Sulphur' Spring, Texes,

'

the dattle kingéom. He not only- becare g proficient rancher but alao a

-

merchant ot‘ the highest type and 8 finaneier.
Those  were 1the alwost inere ible deys of-phé Creek Nauan in the
Indien -Territory. WMr, Spaulding spent his esrly life am>ng the fronte

lersman in Texas‘as & cowboy« He knew the t%zo-guxj .bad wen, stage coach

-~

nd train r'obBers'. The potorioug ga,xblera as wen a.S*the dead shot

- -

Lighthorsemen and the U, S. lershals et Nuskogee, kmilgee, Tahleouah

Ft. Gihson, Indian Territory and ‘otker svide open terrltory towns. He

8lso wes witneaa to the armies statianea at Tt Gibsan and ¥t. Towsen A/
/
Indien Territory, as well as a witness of "Necktie Perties" when hors

\GL

t‘nlevee, ea"ﬂ‘ie rm aéaxseraﬁmmm shrung M;&he mred;
: /.
tree. ,‘ ] T \ ’ Lo Lot //

1
/

, © ¥r, Speulcing £1rat engaged in the mgrcant‘le business at y{:e

. 0ld Creek Agency on, the south si de o Fern tountain before the/ MoK, &’I%
3

wes buil€ through the territory. After tais ;rvilroad built /bhrough -

14

}ﬁnskogee, he establishe “Business there snd being no -hankg/ e became

-.5/\_ - . !
' S R
. . R
- - . - ~ F
. Al - N .
‘ . - .
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the‘financier of the then little village and 1ssued seript as a
wedium of exchange knowa ss the H. B, Spaulding seript. This script ’
vas about the size of the present omne doller bill, with & gr-en back-
ground with his picture on o>ne end and the amount on' the otﬁervend.

" . Wnile engaged in this busineés, Texas cattie was being driven

through the tercitory frow Texes to “aasas ~or the nort ern rarkeis.

H - -

Result of which adve.tures end in loss. . 7
He\sgw the buffelo herds disappear, the Indians confined to

restricted reservetivas, and cattlemen from Texas esteblishing ranches'

Qn unoccupied lends, stocked with herds frow Texas. ie could not with-

stand the lure of goi.g bagk to the days of his early 1ife when he as &

cowboy dreemed of tne dévahan he ¢ :uld own a ranch and l:rge herds and

-

as the time wes inviting e#nd he Lad sccunml:ted encughk finance, he sought

a location for hig spread (& ranch). -

. >~ ¢
On Cloud Creek which lies in the Concharty Mountains west of Muskogee,

in Sutton Township, ‘County of I'usogee, Mr. Spaulcing visuslized as being

sn ideal location for & ranch, halted, let his keen end pisrcing eyes 1 &~

mgf theéé—ﬁféiriegyéﬁdVQalléys, picked aut)with a étbady kard atare,’tﬁé’
. ¢ - -
locetion for his reneh hune, foreman's house, bunk house, cook shack,

¢orcals and other buildings.

-

Fuliy now dqgfded;’ﬁé arrange. for the leasi ig end did leese some

fourteen or fifteen sgiare riles and started constructing buildings,

corrals end p:rechasi.g of Texas cattle to be delivered by rail to Summitt

and(ﬁwqot&h, the nearest raiiraﬁd pointg ag well as to employ men of

P

s
.

s¥erling worth anﬂ,characéer.

Thus hr..épauliind sterted, controlled end dperater‘qng pfwthq( .

| o e i . -
' > .
i ’
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largest ranches, second to none, of its presc:nt day, the name of‘\, which
ves the "Lazy 9" and the Lazy S »ag known to rost éll of the inhabitents
of the eastern portion of the ter 1itory. i ' ,

Men still live who i«new ¥re Sp(aulaing in tis life time as their
merenah'g, friend, end their emplofeer. ,

Operation

After the buildings were ¢ ‘nstruc;ted, incluéi g stables, sheds and
corrals, he went beck tc Texss and bought shousands c;f tead of poor,
lesn, wild and half wilc ‘catile of agtl eolor:‘s., such as, fevn, spotted,
black ete., hoaded them into stock cars desti.ed to Chgcota(,\I. T.
His"ranch .ends were Jim Gaz'rétt, the "orerar; Green *‘oflos"ey, the
horse wra .gler, with J., A, Todd, Sam Todd, Bud 1‘-3(1“1, }I’leas,. T »wnsend,
Iim 1iller, JimCobrey, C(harlie Class, S, ". Rrar;e‘r', Jas. Spencer and
Billy - renklin as. "cow punchers" and others as cosks and rench hands
who carec for the salt licks and the cow pon:}es.

The first trein load arrived in a few deys snd Jim Gerrett with
8ll nig worthy ésri‘é@anﬁ; inela—ing the ehuck wagon vas there to wmeet
{1, or. Spaulding come throuzh on thé trein witk the cat-les He -
pers» .ally ta0k up t'he'exnense bille from the rsil_road acent as so'oﬁ

8s the jAgent mede them out, however, unloading starte¢ &t -nee,

B s evmans aa

4 . =
. It was only @ 2b5-csr train, unlike those of tolay with & hund-

.red or more, cars, with s&ir braxes snd sutometic compellers, for these’

4

cars had hand brakes end old link and pin couplings and needless to

- —— A

say,. you can 1maéine t}ie rough hgndling these po-r cattle received,

-

while in tramsit, | . - .
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A train logd of cattle in these days was between 1100 & 1250
head and it took some two momths befo-re the ranch was stocked to
cepacity eas the cattle srrived intermittently,unowing time to get
sach train load to the ranch end could return for the next train,

They handled on an average of about two train losds a week to the
rench and , ‘of course, every cow-puncher spent days and dsys in-the
saddle. - . : | .

A large corrai and unloading chutes were at Checotah and the
osttle were-unloaded, fed and wafered and rested befoi‘o the drive
started for the‘ir néw home, Many of the cows had died while in
tranglt as well as young ealvegi\rn'l;l;e young calves were u‘E'ualby-
given away for they were not ati‘cng enough to make the drive.

Usually someone arnund the village o!r Checotah took them or cared

- for ¢them untzilﬁfsomeone from the stio:ks ceme in and got thsme The

. dead cows were pulled to the car c{oo?s by m'ai;a strength and awk-
;:ardness by>the cow punchersg and they would then throwga rope a-

round the dea(i cows horams, with the other‘ end tied to the saddle

'.hérn on the cow pnny;mv d.ra‘g them down the chute snd into a pile
whire kerosene was thrown on thgm and burned them,

The first drive started from the corral with Foreman,"Miller" -
leading, behind the fc;reman, came the chuck wagon, the horse wréngle;,
"Green MoCloskey" kept ng:a distarmo, with fresl; cow ponies and even
vi{th the point of the herd. Bud Hall and Pless Townsend maneuveredl
8t the herd's point.: Jim Miller and Jim Cobrey sorked at the ,

sving, J. A, Todd and his brother, Sam Todd, cared for the flsnk,
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(:’dﬂ.s Tim Spencer and Charlie Glaés rode the dfng. The rest of y

the cow p\mchera helped slong with the wrangler and a8 the evening

sun began to sink into the hor:lzon, they, with the foreman, went

g@lloping ahead locating a place %o bed down for the night. The

cattle were grazed slowly snd it usually took two long deys -and 8

night to put them on the home range.

| 'l}h'ey £inally resched the bedding ground wh'ich weg on the

head of Elx Creek, near tho'presen's tovn of Wainwright, Oklahons.

It wae a clesr night end the cattle were ready to rest as well as

the orew., The chuek v;agon set up & short distance awey end like-

| wise & corral mede of rope for the horses. They éot their chuck,

rollad up in their blankets and fell to sleep, leaving those who.
AN

helped the wrangler, with the herd in the eerly part of ¢ ight

«

and was relieved by first ons and then the other undil the break of

day.  When thp cook had breakfast ready which consintefl of bread, .

coffee gugar, syrup and fried salt -meat, all cooked on open fire, )

they get their chuck and by thig time the cattle was all up drinking

at tho oreek and grazing contentedly on the tall sege aad blue stem -
mss.’“nm shouted nGet that chuck wagon ‘g;o‘ing_" . "Them horses,
Green, whats holding you‘g" Then he shouted at the‘ cbw puiicheré gnd
¢alled bud and Pleas to him, "you fellows get the point started and
lets get going before thc/ green hosds get us, hell fi.re, we don's
~want ‘to be all week getting sway from here." Thcrq wag not & green

) hcad f1ly &oy g olaco but everyone knew theé oxpcrienoe they had had on
other ranches with the green hoada— cnusi ng stampedaa and near stam-

pedes and he told them this meaning to "ride snd rids et once snd
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.get going, Ot course, with the point starting the rdst of tho cOowW .

punchers socn get the rost of the herd in fbrmation and it waé'easy
for Spencer and Glass to close the rear with the drag.

‘  Noon that day, as wes the day beiore, the chuck wagon far 1n the
lead had chuck ready without any aélay, you mi; ht say eating ou the

raun. The menu for the noon day meal was the same as for breakfast,

‘other then the fridd bacoh, they hed beans with a piece of fat salt

) . . +
bacon thrown into them ror seasoning. -

Thet nigkht trey reaohed their home rangs, bedde&~déwn and

turned the herd over to other cow punchers who Mr. 3paulding had

- \ -

hired befors their arrlval because he left Checotah hy pgsssnger

train fer liuskogee, Indisn T rritory, rode horss back to his ranch .

foar eow punchers to stand sen t*nel over

-

and employed sn gdditio

the herd., The ones.on the drive got their chuck st the eook shack

€

and tumbled inte their bunks for g real nibht's sleep,

The noxt‘éay, the seme ones on the first drive returned to
Ch;cotah to do sll over with anather herd sg they did these and
eontinued so until t\hé renok rece;ve’d its crpacity. Later shipe |
mente came to Semmitt, 1.7, figuring this’would shorten th@‘dpive
which it.did. The weather was warmer and one could sleep in th;
open, while at times they would have to bunk up at the livery
stable in Checotabh durimg inclement weather, Course, the chgck was
always coming up for they always bkad the wagon with them.

Additionsl men’ wére enplo-ed es the ﬁerds grew larver. Salt '

liSks sstahlished at convenient points on the rangh by taking'a

”



~

"ILSoT, L. 'uf-,’Y e,

’

. , ' . - . * . . ‘ N 4»1‘)

l ﬂ-r.

-
v
-

PR

» -
e btrrel of aalt Baw, it half in%o and set 1t in the ground.
Wity thes sage and blue stem grass high enoggh to reach mid—» .
. . . - .
wey the sidea ‘of @ cow pony the cattle grew fat, celves wers born
snd tht;y av;ra;ed' ‘about, :ne g year: to svery five cows on thke TaNLgG.

my of 'the cattle bore Texas brands and thosge that did not,
were b;'andgd wi‘th thp ‘Tagy S. Mr. Spaul‘ding's brank of identifi-
cation.: "I"ezcaslybatt‘le ‘was of ten logged o:n this raneh with the Texas
brand .nr%'d‘a lo;g book Qas 's,\i_vleh each cow hend so ihey would know
their 'céttle. All the calvt'es @nd yequ'%ngs were branded with the ¢
' Lazyg et round up  time which was usually each spring and fall.

' Re'cngqb over-lapped each Bther for thers were mo fences. One
could ride 20 miles from the Lazy S to the F.S. Ranch and never
come to. hﬂtence. This ‘oein‘g the case cattle naturally interming,led

' with other cattle to som degree on different ranges., At round up
time eoatt}&e not beléngmg to the Lazy  was driven sto their home
.Tange and view versa, thoss on others to the Lazy S.
wgon the 'ogttle were fattaned on ;che &rass, they wez"e driven '
.sback to the railroad Joaded and shipped to the northern merkets
and more cattle from ‘I‘exas ‘replaged them, It was an endless chain,
cattle cem’ing 1n and g)ing out yearly.
"The eow punchors wers all jolly, good hard-working fellows.
T‘hﬁy loved their*.ponies, the herds end wide open speces. They wsre _
- ho'rge_gst,‘ law nb—id.in\g’ and hated a thief. They’were brave, f?ar.less
men pné’aenounb‘éd;oﬁgrdice. They loved to ride and Tope and some
of c;tp'ao_ were mors skilled tha;x others. Groe;a MoCloskey who started

k)

s '}io;eg wrangler becoms one of’ the best broneo busters, not only on
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" Witk all their good treits few if dny of them cared for church
or thought of thé'hefeafter. They rufofrod to & prescher ss a
. Qﬁkyhpilét".' A proaoher'éa?o on the range one day hedding for Ok;
mnlg;e, I.Te, ané inquired the‘ﬁay to the ranch ss he wahted to
rest his horse ;nd,get sémcthing to est, Some of the bqys noticed
he carried a Bible under nis =rm snd they kept talking and learned
he vas 8 sky-pilot.
They diro;ted him to the ranch house. Mkrs. Mlllé}, the fore-
men's wifq)was very relizious. They said to him "if old #iss
gits snuffy, pull the Bible on her end ehe'll be your friend for
1ire. Just locate thet pert that reads edout the fattened calf,
Only sort of twist the meaning into fried éhicken én& hin} around
that there's wrinkles &n inch deep in your belly fof hunger., If
gshe takes the hint and kin locate the fowl and if she falls fer
;Lyour Bible stuff, you'll get the finest fried chicken you ever
:‘lapped'your lips over,.,” .ell no one never saw anything mo?o,of é:_
the sky-pilot and Jim told the men he nsver did show‘up at the house,
They 811 hoped to razz Mrs. MNiller alout sending the sky-pilot to

her,

-~

One time when they were down at “hecotah, ‘a mew cow puncher,
vas along that hed been hired, knewn only as Dynamite to the gang,

for he clajmed he could ride e stick of dynamite if it hed hide

end kair on it. He was one of those old timers out of Texas, a

‘ he
kind of @ boomer type. -His beard wax about a week old and figured
on going to the barber shop, & little oneschair concern in e plank

‘stack. He had q little bundl'e and just went to the skop snd left
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it and said he would return presently for it and would then get 47

?

shavad, He goon returned and noticed his bund'.‘l/;gone from the

l1ittle sheltf ;thbx;e he had left it, Three or four men.were in the

shop ar'x& gattipg\,\ a2 lot of.kick out of the cowboy's bewildement!.

Dynamite gaid,*I put it ther on the shelf, I toldja I'd be back fer

it. I toldja I wanted s shave., I've been gone jest'a few miimtas..

. Didja put it away somewheress” The berber said,"Young fsller, I °

. %o b‘usy‘ to look after bundl.eq. "ﬂhat did you hs;ve in it. Rags®™
Dynamite lcoked him up r_:nd down and.his' face went hot, to 2 cherry
red,

The barber was & man with red gerters on ris srm fo} sleeve
holders, His wustache was ﬁxed to s n?edlea point end h}a hair
slicked with perfumed beir ofl. His white hands stropped his

_'razer, Bs wore s fancy vest, a big gold chein esnd cherm on it,

~ he hed purchased froml smne hard\yar'e saleaman, his pents were striped,
shoes wi‘l;h pointed toes and fgncied himself a ladies' man end a
village cut up besides being a barber,

Dynsmite, rough bred, emarted. He stood there face red ord
than losing its color as the berber c ntinned wisecracking at him,

Dynemite grifing his teeth moved so fast no one.k'new his sotions,

. He grabbad the barber by the vest, jerked hir; around gnd opén-

handed slapped him in the face. Thes calmly, wh}§h wruld have dome
erodit to a wrestler end 8 prize fighter, .like\:iphn L. ‘Snllivan, )
he gave the barber & thrashing, He whipped the barber more ways ’
then & cowboy knew the way to town + As fest as he knocked him

down, he would pull him'up and flatten him a@ai-n.. Blood wes

spurting from his nose, one eye was closed and the other puffing.
1 v -

L Dynamite pulled him up on the flocor stood him sgainst the wall ahd




- ’ e
WILSON, L. }".” LAY o RLICE,

-10- SRR 475
said, "Now tell me, where's my bundle.” "It's, It's in tie cupboard
where I keep my towels, Plcazfo, }Zl.ease, don't hit me, I, I, got
'anough.” -
‘ The barbers clothes were torn and smeared with blood. He was
slobbering, spﬂ,:ting blood from his bruised mouth and teérs ran out
of the coz;nera of his blackened, half-closed syes, 'bogéiné,"please
quit I have sncuzh, please have mercy.

The ciowd gathered and sourred Dynamite on and slapped him on
phe backw snd ssid,"Fine 0ld boy we'll buy the drinks for you."
Others yelled the cow gunchors got tﬁ'a drinks on us this time., ° Dy-
';mit;o noticed the big barrels along 'the street, filled with water
in case of fire) when he rode in town and remembering them he picked
up the meroy, begging barber and struggled with him out thrc;ugh the"
doorway. The chesring crowd cleérad the way‘and after out near ti;o
Jbarrel of water, he deposited the howling barbler head first in the
barrel and walked back in the berber shop, got his bu&ﬁ: of clothes,
out to tho. hiteking rdck, jumped on his horse and ga’.ioped over to
the o&rrnl et the unloeding chutes,

They nickenamed him Dynamite for his Y neo busting bragging
buf I guess the barber knew he was dynamitoﬁtherwise, sltho he did
not know the boys hed so0 nicK-named him along time before this oc-
curred., |

Dynamite quit the crew when we got back to the ranch for he ‘
got word that Buzz Reaves the U, 3, Mershal was going to pick him
up for the fight., He was a good ‘cow-'-hand and hendled the point of

the herd from Checotak to the rench.
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No ons on the orew ever knew where or what becsme of Dynamite.

-,
. p ot Ty

Green MoCloskey always said Je wished he had stuck around to show

him how to do some riding. Many thidgs havpened in the ysars the
. 4 N

——

ﬁzy S operated like this end other things.
One big event was when Mr. Spaulding built e ten-room, two-

story house out of lumber, hauled from Wichitas, Kensas by teams.,

e

* i -
Mr. Spaulding was the owner, operator, superintendent and treasurer

—

of the ranch, of course, krs. Speulding was private sscretary,
- As time wsnt on foreyeawm and cow punchers would come and go.
Some of these cow ounchers become ranchmen themselves, particulerly

recalling J. A. (Alex) Tﬁ and Jim Snencer,

Pinisa

-

With the opening of unsssitmed lends to white settlers,
thousands of acres, where once cattle grazed and th'rihved on boun-
tiful grass end drank frow clear streams,weretuwrned into fields
of cultivation thus choki.g &8s it were the ranchers little by littla_\
and ths cattle industfy was doomed to fate, |

Later the Dawes éexmnissi’)n, in behalf ‘of the Five Civilized
Tribes, took the screage and allotted it, in tracts of lend from
50 acres to 160 ecres to individuels thus making the lands separste
and distinct property instesd of being owned Jointly by all of a
particulaxr nation, Ranches c;ntinued to operate &g did the Lazy S
88 long as land could be lessed from these individusls at & nominal

sun with a block of land lerge enough to operste e rgnéh on & pro-
3 .

fiteble basis. Year cfter year ths ranches grew .smallar end smaller
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- and by the time of statehood most all ranches had diseppeared that

»,

- operated on & sgele ss ,iarge s the Lazy S and naturally Mr, Spsuld@ing

-

"sold his belongings before it was sunk, becsuse he could gsee "the

)nndwritihg on the wall,"

-

- Two of kis old cowbands, Jim Spencer and Alex Todd, finally = °

v

acq:uired the Lazy S~a‘nd it.was %hem, that saw ‘the lands, where they :

PR3

hed spent. days, months and.years in the saddle, 88 a cow puncher —
and ranch owner divided and redivided, fenced and re~fenced, homes

~

built, lands plowed end today yielding fields of grain =nd cotton. .
Sc the Lazy O passed into oblivion the seme as sll other

Oklah~ma ranches,



