MURRAY, %, J. INTERVIES 74346 516
\\ ) B
N
AN . -



~ "’"’:\“\Q . ', _':'8 - : /qu af-(,s«l&g)
o : :17’
' BIOHBAPH' YORY, -~ . ,(’/
. WORYS PROURTIS ATMFINTSTRATION 7

Indian~Piswes * Hiatgrs W.t.fo&,aklabmﬁ/

MURRAY, W. J. - INTERVIEW 4346

Field Worker's name Mrs. Nora Lorrim, ’

This repéi‘t made on;(da{;e) June 9, 1937 =«

lo h’a{ﬂe -‘_._m S‘ﬂ ! M\lrr‘ay’ ) . -
2. Post Nffice Address « El Reno, QOklshoma, R,R,1
3. Residence addrees (or location) 1 e 3 mile _
) . south of the mills. «
4.  DATE OF IIRM: . ntk November . Day _ 18 Year ° 1888

3. Place »f birth _ opn o faym in DeKelb County, Jllinoisg
: r -

6, l'ame of Fathe'r.‘_.; T. KUTrrav ’ Place of birt Perthshire,
Scotland o

Other informatior about father pjed September 2, 1897 !

7. Name - ¥ PheTyapy Campbell Murray Place of birth _Argyle-
, . shire, Scotland
otnerinformat o aboutrother - :

I"otes or complete narrative by 4le Tiasld warker dealing with the
life. and story 57 vi.e Jerc-n interviewed, ReTar to lanual for
suggested -subiects and quasvicns. 5:ntirue on, blankx sheefs if
necessary and att¢ach firmi; to this form. Nurtber of sheets

ral ached’ ’ '
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MURRAY, W. J., INTERVI EW 4346

Nora Lorrin, ‘ ’
Field Worker, : ;

_June 9, 1937. ' /

/

" An Interview with Mr. W. J. Murray,
R. R. 1, E1 Reno, Oklahoma.

Mr. W.J.'Murray, Juniog(was born to Mf. and Krs.

. J. Murrey, November 18, 1858, on a ferp in DeKalb

County, Illinois. '\\ '

The Senior '%.Jifurray wes born in/Perthshire,
Scotland, 4pril és, 1823, where he recgived his education.
| .

|

.He was merried o Mary (empbell in ArJgyleshire, Scotlend, :

-

in 1850, They vwere gll members 0 th

Scotlands In tle lLtter part of 185

Campbell clen in
they csme to the

United Stetes end settled in DeKalbj County, Illinois, where

——— et e

their son,%®. I. Murray, was born.

His mother, Mery Anne-Campbell rrey, ves born in Argy-

.

Iéshire, Scotlarid, ‘about 1825, The|elder ''.J. Furray resid-
.ed in Xmporis, Kenses, for thirty-yeven yeers, holding various

offices at that place, end he died/there on September 2, 1897,

©

. . . ! .
leaving four children, two girls 3hd i{wo boys, one of whom

was Nr. W.J.»Muiray ﬁo% of El'Renﬁ. . )
. - ! '
Florence Farnham lurray,wife of %,J. Murrey, Jr., was

A W
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born in Ithaca, New. York, "in the shadow of Cornell , -

University™. She lived some years {h Philsdelphia, end
graduated from High School there when she was fourteen
yeers old. She moved from Philaéelphia to~Kansas in 1878;
she was a school tezcher; snd met y&u Murrey et a Free
Methodist revivel meeting.

They were married et Bmporia, Xansas, on June.lst, .
1883, and there were five chilcren born to them in Kansas
before they came to Oklsahoma., Anothér boy and girl were o

born to them in Oklahoms on their cleim, just eight yeers

~

younger then the youngest of the older children.

Mr. Murray's/zbject in co ing to Oklshoms. was to have

a8 home of his own. He considered this s very good chande to

' -

"
N,

get one, il

~

He came to Oklehoms on the trein sané made the "run" fr-m
two miles south of El Renoj he said he dicn't see much on the

wax,but a man on a big white horse hgé'an accident, —-4tmogt— —

-

before this man got started the horse stumbled ?B? fell on

its heédd, and the man went "head over heels" end lay there.

H

Mr., Murrey did not stov to see if the man was hurt or not,
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end never founc out eb~at it efterward. . ' .

The lené for two riles pa&t the stéftiﬁg-ling»wqg
Indian allotments, end’né one wes egllowed to stxe zny of
thet lend. ~f course, lots of peovle did not ¥now sbout
the Indian allotment; «n¢ went sheec and steved it anyway
end some even drove stares on the Governrent Reservation,
but those who nede thst miste e got no land.

4 couple of geumblers used the Indian sllotuent idee 10
help them get the ferms they wanted. 4 cday or tvo before the
oﬁening these men got an Indian &o go out snd build a tepee
on the'iand they wented, hoping that the run.ers would think

it en Indien sllotment angd go on. The scheme wor-ed, esnd they

got’ the claims they had set tueir, heert on. Nr. Murrey ssaw

2

. them steke it. One nf the gemblers gembled his plece away
one night, wiving it & velu:tion of ;4000.00. It did not
do much good to get it in the first plece.

Mr. Murrsy pessed another rian vho wes 8 “Sooner™; tle
men csme up out:of & hollow; just as }r. Murray pessed hi:,
he wsved; he had a long steke in his hend with ¢ big bo. rd

on it heving this sign in large letters. "This Claim is Taken,

The man tried to get Mr. Murray to stop but he would not stop.



s - 521

MURRAY, V. T, " INTERVIEW 4326

L]

-4 -

. He figufed that the mgn would be contested, #nd he did not
want t» be in hisg neighborhood. The "Sooqer"'lived on his
place five or six years.end then sol8 his relinguishment to
someone.

Before the "run” +the grass vas all burned off, making
the count& all black, but the cormerstones were eesy to see’
slthough some of the markers had been pulled up., ¥r. Murray
gteked his cleim about‘twenty rods .from his present hoée to

$ tﬁe south. /He broke out some sod and planted some corn,
about five acres of it, & little keffir ancé some gerden, end
the next dey after he had staked his claim he went to El

Reno and bought & one-room house from some contrectors and

builders. You could hook the house together in fifteen minutes,

-~ - e

—Er. Burray contencs thet it had tWo Tooms. LT . BUTTEy seys

thaet it used to be cold in thet house ' s the walls were thin,
and that she enc thé children used to heve to go to bed in the

daytfﬁe'a good many ti es to-keep warm in the winter, anéd that

LY

one dey they nad to brece the weIl vIth ﬁ‘plank to keep the
wall. from blowing in on them. They dug & cyclone celler -
right away, in the feser of cyclones aﬁd beéd winds,.

-
-
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Mr. Murray remembers sééing wild buffalo in Kanéas

but has never seen any in Oklshome., There was an abundance
of quail, répbits and preirie chickens here when' they came
to Oklahoma. One day Mrs.'Mgrray went into the ysrd anq Sew
g mother quail end hunted sround until she found its nest,
and she sgid it conteined thirty-two eggs. She hed an in-,
cubator setting ét the time and she put the quail’eggs in

it and "every last one of them hstched". She made a little
pen for the quail aﬁd tried to reise them but the mother
cusil woulé call tohthem,and they would tind e crack end )
would run out, and soon the mother cuail hed all of them back.

Mrs. Murray end- her son were imr the yard one dey, .sitting

——gﬁ——a—‘};gg-‘—%_th.e.y__ggm_tpn of these little qusil filing into

the xitchen, Either Mrs. lurray or her son maée a noise and
they all scurried away. Thits happened sorietime in 1904,

About 1395 en Indian stopped et their place while Nr.
‘Murray was away. The Indisn ssid he was "Black Coyote Scout",
and wanted to know if Mrs. Murray had seen & buncﬁ of ponies:

He asked the seme questions over end over. Mrs. Murray hed

noticed a drové of ponlies that had paessed over tée hill south

-
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of their place a short time before, snd she told him about
them snd he rode on and ceme beck in e litfle while<driqing

the ponies baeck to the reservation. FHe stopped again, all

-

smiles, and. shook hands and thanked her over.end over again, '

and every time he passed efter thet he would stop, shake

-
’

hands snd say "Thank yéu, found ponies". One fime He_éaidl‘
pointing to himsel% "Black Coyote Scout, to South Canédian

River; never cross‘Canadian,'Caddo: Ughi* He'eviQen1ly éid

.

not like, or was afraid o the Caddpes. *

Mr. Murrey hes "kidded® ker about her Indisn sweethesrt

y o~

ever since,

The men-at the agency woulg send out notices whenever eany

- Al A o~

of their horses or ponies had strayed from the Reservation,.end

they would sometimeés send Indians to tpék'the bills up on =

- ‘ .

. tree. Mr. Murraey fan onto an Indian who wvas qrying to post a

.

bill.. The Indian was tufhiné it aroundg, ?ifsq »ne side up,

end then the other shen he saw Mr. Murray, and motioned for

B~ A ¢

him to come where he was standing., The Indian would say
"E,M,ﬁ, John,™ then hé‘ﬁouid turn the bill over end ssay

"M,M,), Johneagain; he wanted “to know which side.weni_ﬂgj He

could neither reed nor talk it seemed. Mr. Murray said that

. -
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most young fellows of that time woulc heve le% this
Indien post the bills up-side-down just for fun as they
"kidded" the Indians a lot at that time, but he showed the
Incdien how to fix these bills end went on ‘his way. )

Mr. Murrey was a delegate to the first‘conQention when
Oklahome beceme a state, in 1907. He was & school officer

. first

for twenty-four years. He organized the/anti Horse-Thief
Association on October 18, 1905 in this county. They held
their méeting three niles soutﬁ of the l'urrays' present
home. He was also a delegate to the first snnual meeting of

the Boerd of Agriculture, in'1908.

Mr, end Mrs. Murrey heve built twice since that first
i . ¢ -

—little one room house sng pow heve s nice large dwelling on
their‘c%aim with barns and garage; Nrs. Nﬁrray is an accompliéh-
*"Bﬁ‘asiigf and the walls of their home are ¢eéorated with her
hendiwork. She has made seversl besutiful oil ﬁaintings snd
she slso works with pesstels. They heve livec many happy years

on their claim.



