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Husky Scythe Swinger.

Years ago, before the advent of improved and labor

saving farm implements, wheat and oats were reaped by

men who wielded scythes and .cradles. In referr ing,to

such persons they v*ere often mentioned as being '•swing-

ers of the scythe". In that connection there has de-

scended to the present time(1957^ the story of how one

of the hardy farmers of a bygone day swing the scythe

so effectually as to merit for himself the dis t inct ion

of- being recognized as a champion. . -

ftear the banks of the Barren Ftfrk r iver , in the

vicinity of the present' hamlet of '/telling, Oklahoma,
- • ,

lived for.iiiany years a prominent member of-the Cherokee

Nation whose name was Riley Keys, usually refej?2»d to

as Jud@M*3y^, as he had f i l l ed jud ic ia l positions dur-
• *

ing*a lengthy per iod . Kost of h i s farm labor WAS p e r -

formed by Judge .Keys h inse l f during h i s yea r s of a c t i v i t y .

Besides corn he ra i sed so'&% g r a i n , wheSt^n^, p a t s , and

one Harm and sunshiny :aorning he went to a t en -ac re t r a c t

of ground for the purpose of c u t t i n g o a t s . Kf had, out

one round of the t r a c t when in t e r rup t ion came. Leroy

•Keys, a bro ther , who l ived qu i t e a -d i s tance away, rode
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up horseback, saying that one of his horses had d i s - ^

appeared and that as the aninal had been saisn&i .in a

section, same miles east of the 3arren Fork he had no

aoubt i t would be fouria in the h i l l country. • "Not being

familiar with the rugged and wooded region, Leroy Keys

desired that Judge Keys accompany him. Judge Keys r e -

plied that the cutting of the oats could net be delayed,

whereupon Leroy Keys offered to swing the scythe in the

oats field i f his brother would go.into the h i l l s in

quest of the missing horse. Judge Keys acceded to the

proposition, being quite familiar with the regions east

oT the Barren. Fork. Soon "Judge Keys roae av.ay and Leroy

Keys engaged in wielding the scythe.

Llile after mile Judge Keys rode, and as he rode,

Leroy Keys,continued'at his labor, making round afte;

round of the field and gradually lessening the standing

oats. Finally Judge Keys reached the sectipii in which

the truant horse had been TBIMBSL, found^he missing animal,

placed a rope about its"neck and s tar ted on h is return

journey home. The sun was near i t s se t t ing when Judge Keys

forded the Barren Fork near his home.
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Deaiding to go to the f i e ld and a sce r t a in what

portion of the oa t s h i s brother had, reaped,, the judge

surmounted.the high bank of the Barren Fork, rode up

the dec l iv i ty and soon arr ived in the near v i c i n i t y

of the f i e l d . As he did s o , L e r q y , carrying the scythe,

emerged from the f i e l d , in which to the astonishment of

Judge Keys no * standing o a t s were v i s i b l e . , Leroy'Keys,

himself a husky man and handy with the scythe, had com-

pleted wiohin . less than a day the reaping of the ten-acre

t r a c t , l e s s the one round completed by Judge"*Keys in the

early morning. There were some hardy and exce l len t

swingers of the scythe in the ear ly days, but none ever

surpassed the fea t of Leroy Keys- so far as known.

i>io o ther wieider of the scythe has been mentioned

as performing-a simii&r feat-. \

Authority; Judge Riley Keys, and flilliaraH. Balent ine ,

Senior. •


