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Husky Scythe Swinger.

Years ago, befors the advent of improved and labé:'
saving farm implemeﬁts, wheat and oats were reapgd by
| men who wielded scythes and cradles. in feferring,to
such peésons ﬁﬁey were oftén mentioned as being "swing-
ers of the scythe". in tlhat connection there hes de-
scended to the present tiﬁe(1957) the stury of ﬂow one
of pﬁé herdy famers of a by%pne day swing the scythgr,
80 effeq;yally as.to merit for himself the distinction -
of belng recognlzed as a champion. -

hear the banks of the Barren Fork river, 1n the 2

vieinity of the present hamlet of delling, Oklalona,
lived for many years a promlnent member of -the Cherohee
) \_ * -

Nation whose name was Riley Keys, usually referred to
‘as Judééaﬁggg, as he had filled judigcial pééitions dur-

‘ing;a lengthy period. kost of his farm labor was per-

S ~

._formeu hy Judge Keys hlmself durlng hls years of activity.

Besides carn he ralsed 80%Q, grain, whe§ﬁ~anﬁ ogts, and

e -
¥y "“/(,..,‘.

a.M, { B

one warn &nd sunshiny 1orn1ng he went to a ten-acre tract

-

of ground for the purpoée of cutting oats. Bg had_cut

- -< -~ tayt A
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' s
one round of the tract when interruption cams. Leroy

‘Keys, a brother, who lﬁved quite a -distance away, rode
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up horseback, saying thag one of his horses had dis- B

. ’ < s
appearg& ard that.gs'tne aninal hed been raigéd in a
A section same miles east of the Barren Fork he had no
aoubt {t would be found in.thé h;ll country. * Not being
famiiia; with the rugged and wooded région,vLeroy Keys
&ssifed'tQat Judge Keys accompany him. Judge Keys re-
plied that the cutting of the oats could pct be delayed,
whereupon Lercy Keys offéréd to swing the scythe in the
oats Tield if his brother would go.inbo the hills‘in'
guest of the.ﬁigsing hérse. Judge Ke&g\&ccaded to the
pro.osition, being quite familiar with the regions east
of the Barren quk.‘ Soon’Jﬁdge Keys rode away and Leroy
Keys.qégggedrinrwigidiﬁé the scythe.

-

liile after mile Judge Keys rode, &nd as he rode,
Leroy Kays;éantinued’at his iabér, making round aftep”
round of the field and gradually lésgening the standing

oats. Finally Judge Keys reached the sectipd in which

?

the truant horse had béen Taisged, fou he missing animal,

piaced a rbpe about its neck and started on his return

journey home. The sun was near its setting when'judge Keys

fogded the Barrsen Fork near his home.
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Deciding to go to the field znd sscartain what
portion of the oats his brother hed, reaped the Judge
surmounted .the high bank of the Barren Fork, rode up
the declivity and soon arrived in the near victnity
of the field. As he did so, . .Lsroy, carrying the scythe,
emerged from the field, in which to the astonishment of
Judge Keys né“standing oats were fisible:, Lerbereys,’
himself a husky man and handy'with the scyﬁhe, had com=-
pleted winnin_iess thean a deay the reaping of the ten-acre
tract, less the one round csmﬁleted by Judge“kbys in the

~

early morning. There were some hardy and excellent

’

swingers of the scythe in thé early days, but none ever

-

surpassed the feat of Leroy Ksys 80 far as known.

-

No other w1eider of the scythe has been mentioned

as pérforming:a simiiar' feat.
Authority: Judge Riley Keys, and #illiam H. Balentine,

.- Senior.



