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"SUGAR MOUNTAIN®

. A Tew miles east of the Illinois river, from the .
~point where the Barren Fork flows into the larger stream,
‘a large énd wooded ﬁill arissaiabove fhe surrounding .

w;)c;dlapds. This height has long been called rthe éuéar
Mountain for along its s/l~opes were once many sugar maplg
trees, the sap of which was collected and boiled downv,
; poured into small receptacles or molds, becoming solidi-
fied into sugar. The cakes of sugar were then ready to
be sold o;' traded and ;1 quantity was dispc;sed of each
year, bne of the prihcipal‘makers of maple sugar was a
) .Cgerokee whose Tiame was Wili?am Flute, usually referred
- to as Bill Flute: The home of Flute was near where many
of the mgple'frees stood and 'he always coilected the sep

--and-made sugar-when the proper geason arrived. On horse-

e,

uback, Tlute carried his product through portions of the
. : ) : '
country and QQ'Tahlequah, usually finding ready sale.

Numbers of the FTullblood Cherokees acquired some of the

aégari &siug it in ‘sweetening fheir boiled corn or hominy.

Children ate it as children eat candy, as also did meny
Z —~ : |
adults. Flute died years agd and thereafter the making
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of maple sugar at- the, base of Sugar Mountain ceased.

from the crest a fine spring flows from beneath the

An extensive and splendid view is obtainable from the
summit of the,Sggar Mountain-and at rno great distance
rugged stoies, sending forth a‘émall stream which winds
its wai‘down'into §hefiowland. In bygone years a number
of the flillblood Indians lived in the. vicinity of the .

Sugar Lounuain, their log houses, ‘corn fielis and small

peach orchards being situated among the woodlands.
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