LIZABETH < FRUIT RAISING IN THE CHEROKEE NATION.

"kxdss,

~ ) -
- - v -« , P
< 'o- P . ‘ Y
18
|? @ e o t
b - o
" 4
4
» :
(-4
P4 . - - P
€ =
L
<
INDEX C ARDS
’ ¢ .
Orchards--Chsrokee Nation
. Agencies--Cherokee

Jones, John B.
Churches--Cherokee Nation

E



’
»

"ROSS, TLIZABEIH. . . FRUIL RAISING IN THi CHY OKEE NATTON

Elizabeth Hoss,

Ro. 4351-4590 _
Indian-Pioneer . istory -
5-149 . -

June 3, 19387

&

PPAUTTY BTG IN 1.0 CHE OKEE NaATIONT,
& -

N

The first nurssry of sny consequence in the
€
Cnerokee ation was established by tie devereud.Joun B.
Jones, a sapvist dnister aud missionary, wuo, in 1872,

was appointed United States asgent to the Jheroke:s by,

Fresiieat Ulys.ss J. Graant. Besides his uclivities as

e praac..er a.d teacher, John 5. .Jones souynt’ to

.

interest v.e peopls, t.e fuli-blood element in

pariicular, ia :criculturel pursuits, fruit culture
w 2 ' ) y &
244 r@isine of livéstock. »lso e adviszi tue
. i — ‘
cultivation of totion te = rsasonsble extent, it

being a nroduect for ~aich nonzy was always forth-
COmi ng . A

Born anon. 1.2 Jherokees in iLortn Jarolina,

John B. Jones spoXe tueir lunsu e with tag facility
of 4 aative, Upon complztion of his education at an .
institution in lew York state, John B, Jones lived

the greater poriuion of ais after lifetime,-from 1855

-

until during the ‘seveniies of the lwst century, in the

v
/

Cherokee Nation., . :
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In order io supcly the Cherokees with fruit trees
John B. J;nes pi&nted the nursery at the’old ageney,
sévéral miles north of Tahlequah, In this nursery many
apple and peach trees were giéen attentionf In his
talks witn-tné>nutives }r. Jones stressed the desir-
ability of raising fruit, wut his Quccess'was'not
greatly encouraging.,ﬁhile most of tne natives usualiy
, hud some pesch t?ees‘:bout their premises, not much
atiention was saven to the .rowing of apple treeg.‘
One allégen reason was that apple treés were too
long 1in reacning iie gtage where they bore fruit.
Nevertheless, h 4 .xr. Jones lived sone years longer
ne mignt pave‘exéerienced a greaﬁer measure of suc-
cess. .sut his~neelth broke down und Le went to |
Coiora&o, hoping to:experienceabeaniﬂ. Lis sojourn}‘
in Colorado fsiled to r;stérg his céhdition and he died
",é few years before the'élose of the decade of the
seventies of the last century. .
The old Agency buildings, t:1e farm and
nursery, once in :ﬁarge.bf John 3. Jones, was
takeniip héﬁd by John Y. Smith, a whiée man, whose

wife was a Cherokee, Smith thus beceme @n inger-:

married Jherokee citizen and during the remainder
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of his lifetime, which continued to advanced age, he

retained the .gency property. It was during a period in

whicn he.muasg engaged in selling trezs from the nursery

. that Smith acquired tce éobriquet "fpple lree" Smith.

<

4o once muintained a good-sized orchard of apple trees.
In these days few persons knos# that th: ploneer

: r ‘
nursery proprietor/northeastern Jklahoma was the Saptist

8

‘missionary and United States agent, John B. Jones, once

a resident at the ol? Saptist mission station where the

.towa of iatts is now lodsted, in .daix county,”
" - . b - T

-

John 3. Jones eventually removed to ‘fahléguan,
walch tuen bYecame Baptist missioncry ueadquarters in. |

the Sherokee Nation. -
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