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Field Worker's name, ~ Elizabeth L. Duncan

This-report mad* on (date) JUT1B 4^

1* Name TP-nariV HI, I.'nt.t.

.2 . , Post Office Adcr J.J.S

3. Residence addre.ss (o-- i iv .at icnj _ ^55 S... Pa.yk S t .

4. ' DATE OF BIRTH: Month Y^T\lBTJ. Da-r _ ^ 9 . . . m
 Yi n r 18§gL.

5, # Place Cf hirth Rnnh PI 1 O ^ T.I I i nni R (Lft'fl County) *

6. Name of Father ^.;1hpr4., unt+i place cf b i r th Vermont

7. -"Name of Mother M i 1 ^ n a jA^gp Place ^ f b i r th New Yor)<- State.

Other information about mother

or complete narrative by the field 71 • rker dealing .vith the
life and st :r-r ,>f tn-: 'o^rson- intorvifi^d. Heier to *Iau\ia.1 for

2ested .-ubibct.; ;'':r2 cu^stirns. C jnoinue on ^lar.k shd"ts if
wiP;njrj nnJ at'-a^^ f^rnLy to this foim. Number of sheets

hr>/'. Four.
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Elizabeth L. Duncan,
Field Worker.
June 4, 1937.

Interview with Frank 2 . I.lott, •
Kedford, Oklahoma.

Mr. Llott male theej5«iefiTnthe C-^enirT^trf^the Chero-

kee ^rjJ5yjS3et>tember 16, 1893, s tar t ing five miles west

of Caldv/ell, on horseback. In an hour.and fifteen minutes

he staked his claim two miles east and one mile 'south of

Bedford on the S£^,of Section 26-27N-5//, in Grant County.

He pitched his tent and lived in i t while there . Since

he had no supplies nor funds with which to buy anything,

he had to ;o away to work. While he was away at work ,one

tine a nan by the name of Hijgins jumped his claim and

had moved a l i t t l e , shack on i t . '.'/hen ilr, Kott came back

to his place that.was wh^t he found. He asked llr. Hi.^ins

how he happened to be there, and L'r. Hinqins told him he

had already f i led on the place. Mr. Mott did not know

just what to do but he thowio ne would find out for sure,

so he went to the Registration Bureau at Snid and found

that I'iV. Eig,~ins was only bluffing, rfhen he returned to

his claim, llr. Hi? ;ins was gone but the shack was s t i l l

standing. Sir. Mott then bui l t a sod house, consisting
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of one la r^e room>-and then re turned to h i s work, ./hile

he was away Mr. Hi,?,'ins a^ain came "and t h i s time he moved

the 'shack.

The second year Mr. Lott sent h i s brother to Kansas

after two head .of horses so. they could, break OUT;, the sod

and slant some crops . During the same year he b u i l t "a

frame house, 14 ' x 14' to replace the sod house. Ke a l so

6MP. tv.:o we l l s , using a.peach twig to loca te the f i r s t ; the

second w._s located by t e s t auger a t the denth of 20- fee t .

l.cth v:ells were s t ron" veins of w^ter and never lil -o
i

dr;r. Zefore the wells -.verc du:, they had to haul water

fron Bedford, some three miles away. /' /
- / .

The. f i rs t plow ,..r, Lott bought VJIS known as a/"sod

breaker", i rod '•low which he bought fro- IT'. . . . /S.

Robertson, who had ^;tcvlished in a tent on tntf eaet side ,

of the Sock \Ic2ir.d railroad the very f i rs t hardware* store
\' / r • . '

in Medford, ^His f i r s t crop WLS k a f f i r corn but ( i t v/as
\ ' i J

bumed u^ du r in ; the summer; t h i s caused I'-vL LIctt t o ,-o
/back to Kansas* t o haul wheat. The v.a y ".̂ s v2.00 a day

with team, or ^l.OO a day, s ingle handed./
I
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The third"/ear he_ ̂ ou %% /„ cultivator fron I.ir. McCiain

v.'-.o had established his hardware and fee,d store in kedford.

In the year of 1896, V.r. Mott went back to Canton, Kc-jisas,

and worked there for ."75^ per day, furnishing a team; he

was ther.e some six weeics but xot only sixteen clays work as

it was so wet they could not v;ork. 'That winter was a very

hard one for hin as work was so scarce, Ke helped to brea'"

iod for other people to earn, a living. In one instance he

vfas treakih'-", sod for Dr. Carpenter and went without food

intil his work was done, and then received $5.00 and a shot

£un for ""reakin;' out ten acres of ground. He then had to

walk to town three mil&s throu.-h the cold t o s e t sone ~ro-

.cer ies , whj,ch,he purchased from a l i t t l c s t o r e known as the

Jim Mali-en. S to re , That win te r t he re was a l so a b l i zza rd

.which las ted some t h i r t y - s i x hours . I t r a s so b l ind ing

thatr quite a number o f c a t t l e arrd horses froze to dea th ,

i&e c a t ' l e were^turned loose on^the p r a i r i e s to care for

themselves. ' ".ften I»-r. Mott went t o look for h i s two horses

he found them on Cottonwood Creek, covered with snow. One

horse had to be dug out , and the other was hemmed in be-



.L'OTT, FRANK E." 4327.

tv/een two snowdrifts some ti elve' feet hi**h

the, yeaVs went by, he gradually gathered together

a l i t t l e moreVand profited by the year before.

In the spring of 1904 ilr. Uott was married.

iat fal l they finished building an eight-room house.\ Mrs.

L*ot\ hated to leave t h e Y i t t l e house (the 14 x 14) as i v

seeme\ nore l ike home to her than the hew"one; however,

they mo\ed into the new houdk for that winter. Mrs. Ldtt

then mfiveV a l l her nice furrliture,- that she had brought 'with

her from hcW into the" new home. ' They raised many chickens

and sold e§^s\and chickens to help with the l i v ing expenses. -

They lived on feis farm un t i l 1929 when they sold out and \

\ ' A " '
moved to LledfordA


