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OTT, FRal¥ E. INTERVIE.. 4327,

Elizabeth L. Duncan,
Field vorker.
June 4, 1937,

Interview with Frank E, liott,
Medford, Oklahoma. .

-

the Crenin~of the Chero-

Kr. lcott maie the ="1n

Ll

ee 3trin;~Sévtember 16, 1893, startins five miles west
/l/" ~, ~ e . N M

of Caldwell, on horseback. In an hour.ané fifteen minutfes
he staked his claim two miles east and one mile south of ~
kedford on the SE; .of Section 26-27N-5+, in Srant County.

e pitched his tent and Lived in it while there. Since
o

; : . .. . LS
he had no supplies nor funds with which to buy anything,

he hed to .0 away to work, while he wes away at work one

£y

time a man by the name of Hizzins jumped his claim an@d

b

hed moved a 1little shack on it.‘ when Lir, Mott came back

to his place that.was wk~t he found. He asked kr., Zizcgins

how he havppened to be there, and lr. Zizzins tcld him he

had zlready filed on the »iace, Ir, Mott did not know
/

just what to do but he thouwne would find out for sure,
so he went to the degistration Bureaq‘at Enid snd found
that hr. Higzins was only bluffing. when he returned to

his claim, dr. Eiz-:ins was gone but the shack was still

>y
i

stending, MNr, Mott then built a sod house, consisting



-

» . [N
) i u."‘ o
~ . [
| 270
- N < LT .
;.OTT’ FR‘X}T Eo ) - INPERVIL-;. 4327.
-~ - . » ., -
. . ; .
’ - 2 - .

of one large room, ‘and then returned to kis work. while

he was away ix. Hiz-ins aggin ceme =znd this time he moved

-

the 'shacx.

- - » . s -
The second year ir, iott sent his brether to Kunsas

after two head of horses sQ they could, breaX ouv the sod

-

’

and nlant some crons, During the same year he huilt a -

-~

frame house, 14' X 14' to replace the sod house, He also
dus two wells, usingz a.peach twig to locate the Tirst; the

second w.s located by test auger at the denth of 20 -feet,

~eth wells were stron~ veins of witer and never il o
4 B

d»+, Zefore the wells werc duz, taey had to haul water
from ledford, ‘some Shree miles away. [ // .
. o , ‘

Me. Tirst nlow Lir, Lott bou~ht s known as "sod

breaker”, & rod ~low which he bousht fro- i -, ae S. _
- / o

U - s . P
tovertson, who had =cto“ilished in 2 tent on tn? sact zide

- T
v

4
4

of the Rock \Icli-nd railroed the very first hjfdware store

bt

in Ledford, \His first crop wes keffir corm butiit was
\ [ o

burned un dur%n; the summer; this caused Mq/ wott to ;0 ’
; /e
ozck to K.nsasito haul wheat, The wave “3s »2.00 a day
t’
with tead, or $1.00 a day, single handedvf
»’ ’ "
. . +/
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.0tt went

and worked there for ,73¢ per dey,

was ther

e some six weexgs

it was so wet they could

}
har3d

{
éod for other neople to earn

on

e for him as work

yas btreakin-, sod for Dr

; .
! : .
until his work was done,

i
'

blg for “reaxin’ out ten

\_.,

“"

'\":-

walk to town three mll

.

==
ki

.ceries,

Bk
1]

Jim Mzllen 3tore.

wrich las

o
vhar

.

but zot cnly

not work.

was 80 s¢6arce,

a livinz.

znd feei store

4327.

“ou ht o ecultivator from Mr, lcClain

in ledford.

hack to Cunton, Kecnsas,

furnishing a

Py

Yeam; he

sixteen days work as

‘That wiater was a very

He relped ta brea”

In cne instance he

Carrzenter and went without food

and then

s¢res of
'/
hrou;h th

e co0ld to

received $5.00 and a shot-

~»

zrouni. Le then 3a4 to

get some ~ro-

P

h;ch %€ purchased from a little store known as the

-~

1

ed some thirty-six hours.

Trat winter there was also a blizzard

a2l

It was so blindinpz

guite a numher of cattle a=d horses froze to death.

e cat:'le were

-
-

themselves. ‘hen lr.

~
.

.turned loose on—the nrairies to care for

VNiott went to lock for his two hgrses

-

he fgund them on Cottonwood Creek,

-

covered with snow, One

horsé had to be dug out, and tne other was hemmed in Qe—

.

Y -

~

'/A
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>
-

tween two snowdrifts some twelvd feet hisgh
' /

AS tga\iiixf went by, he,éradually rgathexed torether
- \ /

2 little more\and profited by the year before,

\
In the spring of 1904 ilr. ottt was married.

they moYed into the new housé\gbr that winter, Mrs, lkott \\

"

\

then mﬁve all her Pice furﬁitﬁ%&_that she had bfouqht’with \\\

\

-

and chickens to help with the living exnenses. -
- - \

als farm until 1§291wh§£ they sold out and .

3 @

<«
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