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| O0ldest Masonic Hall. L

Until within'recen£ years, there stood on a fear
street at Tahlequah the first and oldest Masbnié hall
in old Indian Te?rifory, and the state of Oklahdﬁa.

In the year 1852, the Cherokee’ National Council
-granted to the Cherokee lodge of Masons, und the Division
of‘the Sons of Tempgrance, "now in exisgénce at this -
place", (Tahleguah) _.two lots, on condition that the con-

- struction of a hall begin within two years f:zm the date
"of the Act of. the Council. _ ? ~

The hall Qas completéd in 1853, and was then occupied
by the ilasonic Lodge, (which had, been char¢;iéd.ih i847)5 .
until the completion of a newrand larger hail, whiqh was
dedicated in 1890,

Besides the Masonic Lo&ge, the Xnights éf Pythia§i )
Lodge of Tahlequah held its meetings ;n‘the 0ld building
for sonetime; as i1lso did the 0dd Fellowé Lodge.’ But in
course of time, the building often stood vaéng, gradually
decaying. )

The desirébility of enclosin;- the old hall within

" the walls‘of g Tireproof and larger building and preserving
it as a historical.re;}c was sometimes mentioned, but no
action was taken énd eyeniually the weather-beaten struct-
ure was demolished.

e

~ During the period after its abandonment, the ypper '

__and lower hooms of jthe old hall were variously utilizéd.
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Puﬁlic dances were héld‘on the éecond-floor at inter-
vale, while on the lower floor, aservice Were £eld_£y
religious denominations. ' R - -
Then in 1889, .a printiﬁg offige vas Fst;blished ~———
ii thq‘large lower'fbom. Thé‘"Indian'Arrow", which
had originall;ibeen published at F;. Gibeon im 1888,""
" now became a'Tahlequaﬁ public;fion. 'Updﬁ the walls
f;mained several mottoéa placed there by teachers i
+ the Sunday Sc%gol‘or‘the Methodis £ Episcopal Church,
. South, which had recently comsleted a brick chureh.
The newspapers was printedein the hall untii‘a short
time before the close of 1890;\when the presses and

\

material were moved to a new offite uptown.

;
A men was shot whilelpreachingfservices vere
béing held in a lowér rooﬁ, én @ night in 1872. The
Reverend T. M. Rights, a Moravian ministe¥, was deliver-
ing his first sermon in Tablequah, When -a sho{rf;r;d‘
from the outside, struck -+ Richard Fields, (usﬁaliy
called Diag,H;lfbroed) in the eye and ﬁe tumbled to
'tﬁe flocr, apparently fataily 1njﬁr§d. Howevey, Fieldé
recoveréd and lived more than a quarter century after.
An agent of a secret organization of the Indians wds
long afteﬁ ascentained’to have kired the shot at the
direction of the "Sgcret Council®, as it was éalled.
Fields lqﬁ.his eye, lért Tnﬁlequah and r;mained . !
_Sliwaér.§Q99:tiP°f-.(1 sav him at Stilwell, in churen,

. . T *"‘*;\La/i
sl the vear 1897, a porfly, fine-appearing man). .
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The oldest Masonic hall was built of heavy pine

lumber, sawed: from yellow pine trees, fitted over a

-

framework of hard wood.® This frame was secured ‘at

~ ’
v

the joints with wooden pins, no iron nails being used.

.
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The original roof was probably of white ouk bourd:,

’ ,
)

but in course of time, shingles of pine 'were used when
2 new roof became hnecessury.
4 small iron bell of discord-nt tone long nuny

in a low,f;dne upon the top of the hall ana was used

when "the Masonic Lodge wuas to meet. Concerning this

E . 4

bell it wzs said that it once was used ut thé Dwight

ﬁissiqn, (llarble City, Cklehoma) in«the -gurly days and

that one of the pioneer missicnuries presented it to

the Tahléqugﬁ ilasons, out no definite particulars have

been obtainable. <o

Authority: Aet of National Counmcil ; 1852; Reverend .
T. M. Rights, (Geceased; ). @1_(hallace)

Ross, (deceased) once resident of Tahlequah,

v

Cherokee Nation, Indiam Territory.
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