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Medioinal Springs,
- ‘ aof
+ Northees} Oklahoma,
' S S N
Elizabeth Ross, Field lorker

.. 0lder people related in bygone yeers some in- >
, terestlné stories cgpoéﬁing medicinal springs.
Before the b_eginning-of the ¢ivil War periody &
number of persons visited aomle of the spr%ngs dur-
\ing the sumer _season, camping in the vicinity. Much
benefit was said to have been darived from using "the.

. watar. Among the springs, which were to be found in

mentioned in the Tahlequaeh di strict were the 011 Spring,
the Elk Creek Spring, th c_hau.ybeate Spring, and the

Tahlequah Spring.-

‘I'he 0il Spring, with a thin film of oil on its

surface, was disoovered in early days a:}d during.

many years wonderful cures were alleged to have rg-
sulted from use of its waters. There were times’ C
when persons who n;zted the spring ﬁith’ intveﬁﬁ’ion

of drinking the water for some deys found it impossible
to take. their contemplated treatmen;:s, ‘because there @
were so n;iny others on hend foryasimilar purpose that |
there was not sxtfrioiént water. to’ supply tﬁé’de;mahd;

~
-~ t




ROSS, ELIZABETH. MEDICINE SPRINGS. ., ° . Co
% . ' : s . - /

- N
'I;ho spring, rather ‘aizall,' ‘sent forth a comparatively
emall flow of water end many wer e disappointed. In
these days very little is heard of the Oil Spring,
which is usuelly erroneously referred to as the Oil
Springs. Thi; épring is8 northeast Qf Tahleqtfah in

the hills. - o 'y

The Elk Creek Spriné, in; the sa1theastern section -

of Cherokee county, is situated in ;che genter of the
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stream end in tims of ;dr s ourrent is nét' ta be
reached., When tne e%llow ar partly dried in
the midsunmer time the"spring is acogssible. The
waterr is impregnated with sulphur anc; in‘past year’s
. was visitod by numbers uf ppople seeking relief frmn
various maladi es¢ The ni.n oountry in which the spring
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is situated is rugged and was long isolated.

~

The chalybeate Spring, southwest of the Sequoyah
Training School at a distance of several miles, was
often visited in bygoiné years., Some of the people
‘ Bpea;t days and weeks .a} &the Si)ring, realizing, they.
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'. saié gf'eat benefft, Weak and sore- eyes were of ten
,cured it *has been said, and stcmaoh ailments relieved.

. Tb,is ;Spring is now seldom mentioned,
. =Near the base of the rocky bluff overlooking Tehle-
quah frm the east and pearly on a 1eve1 wi th the near-

' hy stream that flowe from the large springs here and

.

, ”th,er_e below the bluff, there was scme yesrs ago a amall

spring whi@gs reputed to be highly medicinal, Won-

derful ocures of inflamed eyes were seid to have resﬁlte&fﬂ‘
frqm use of 1ts);v¥ate~na, beaidee other ailmembs. yention
of ihe spring was mde 14, the cg'lm&;: ‘of the 0ld"Cher okes
Advo cate", and. ppssibly in the "Telephone®, (another news-~
!.paﬂer of Tahlequah) and the rame of the spring was spread
" abroad by people from varibus seotions. But in ocourse: .
“6f time high waters in the Tahleiquah branch filled the
':e‘xpri'n'g with gra-{'e],, and it has been completely bﬁriéd

i;or a number of years. It omld be restaed, but no
ac‘tiofn‘ih' that direction .has ever bee‘n. ?;aken. The ~

waters of this spring oontained sulphur to a large extent, -



