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In one of the most izolated sections of & rugged
region of hills end hollows, near Berber, Oklshoms,
~ lies whatyold-timo residents referred to as a "bliqd
‘hollow." It terminated in a steep hill, which even
‘the sure-footed deer could not negotiate. Eniry was
th;ouéh‘a nerrow opening. ‘Within, between high walls
of stone, lay a épacibus valley in which grew grass
end wild peas in great quantity. There were dense
, thickets, clumﬁs of trees, open stretches, and a small
stream of water. Besides the éeer and turkeys which
. found shelter in the héliow there were'also wild hogs
. and wild ho;ses} The latter was sometimes sought by
men who desired to obtain animals for their own use
or to be tamed and soIde = - |
One of the older citizens r?call;d some time
since of going to the hollow to pick out and catch
wild horses, for tneré were some swigf and hardy:
animels down in th; wilds.
Wonder was sometimes expressed ;s to when the

wild horses originated. No one ever definitely
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snswered the qudétignﬁ, but: the majoriiy of the ALdor v
people thoughi that‘horses wh&ch.véndirgd to the renmote
and 1or;;1y' regions at the 'beginningl of the Civil war

_beriod were the prog;nipors of the rathe£ considerable
nnmﬁer which populated the hollow during ihe period of
the 1870's end to the early eighties.. Anyway, there
wers some beautiful horses of good stock in the out-
of-the=way sqction, as ‘well as others of inferior
breed, small but ective ponies, some were blag#,'som°

. ‘sorrel, bawa chestnut brown, wh;lé a number werd"

spotted or'”paint" horsqs and_ponies.

5 were as wild as deer, but some were -
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ceptired. A stout wall of logs end brush wes built.

across the entrance o0 the hollow qné‘tﬁé horses

couldn't get to the outside. . - i4¥*_ : .

The 0ld men once related that the wildest éf

the horses arter capture soon became gentle, respand-
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ing readily to good treatment, but the smaller animals, .
the ponies, sometimes p;pvod'very obstreperous, prob-
gbly being mixed with mistang stock.
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In the period when the wild horses were numerous -\
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there were some panthers which had lsirs in the bluffs
and qlongﬂ the lower Caney creek, Th .ainister'squalls
of these anfmals were hea;d in the silence of nigh,f by
the horse hunters in their camp near the Illinois river.
And o"ccas‘iona'lly' leeves and gras’s: I;ile'd into small h
;nounds vere found. Upon investigation the 'ﬁunters
found the partly devouro;i carcass of a deer beneath

»

each pile of grass and leaves', the "work of panthers”,
it was ass‘;erted\.“ ' .

In course of "time the number- of wild horses was
greatly reduced and as the more remofé sections were
gradually invaded by settlers the aléill_lpls practically
di'sapp‘eared, but occasionglly the statgmer;t is made

thet a few wild horses yet wander smong the deep and

lonely valleys down the river, . R .



