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"CREEK 1OWN". -

The term~ "Creek lown" is seldom heard at the

° . ‘ .
prasent time, but in bygore years it wes ol frequent

mention. !teference wzs not to & town ‘in the generall&
accepted megning of tue ters, but to a small settle-
ment, t.e people of whicn really belonged to the

>reek tribe. e " . .

g : . -

%hen titg sevsral dndian tribes were being re-

1Y

moved from east of the .ississipri river to JIndian

.-‘Territory, during the thirties of the nineteenth

®

century, small numbers of Jreek citizens, living-
- . L
at “the borders of th: orieinal Cherokee eountry,

,ﬁere removed along with the Jherokaes.\yhey were |
\;?
. ’%
¢
,in;grouns W?ivﬂ settled here and there in the

2y

re{ions- setl ?épart for the Ghe‘ okees. lhr-ough an

act of the gherokee setional uounc;; these

small bodies of Creeks were given the rights of
Cherokees aud aliowed to-continue in occupancy of

the lands upon whici tiey hel established themselves.

-

One of tna oldest Cresk settlements was that
Wy HinY
Raadht v

walch was made a short distance south of the con-

w-fluence of--the- Barren~Eorkﬁriwer~w11n_the Illinois,
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some five to six miles southeast of Tahlequan, and E s
. immediately east of tne Park fAill ldeality. fhese | ;
s iy e . ' - % 5

Creeks bullt theuselves lo; housss, with wooden

chimneys, lined inside with thin pieces of stone;/

.+ or with a@hesive clay or mortar mede from lime and

Ve -

sand. lhey cultivatexz smull trascts of tu: fér.ile
. i ’

laad, reising corn acd beans and a yarietvy of the ¥
14 b8
}‘ ?

swest pot.to «u0sn «s tue "Spunish potato”. ihey

‘used mortaers in whicn to pound their corn into

-~

. hominy grits, aad auated in the woodlsnds aad % y e
. ; é 0 M .

™

‘ : 3 4 oA "s
. caught or speared fish in tne stirea s omall wood-~

--en houses wsere built sbove the jraves of decezsed,’

gl

members of ine small community, which w 8 gnown .as

L

Ao,
v

< '

. Oreek Town. ine women of the town wode forth on

1

. peddling expeditions at tines, effering fish, fresh -

. . * ‘&1 .
or barbecued, hominy grits, swe -t potatoes, or

&

ckleberries «nd wild onions in gsason,. sna occa-.
%

L3

‘signallX carried eggs and cuickens-for s le or

R,
Fo
Vi

Py
oF TR
-

. " \/
The Cre:ks wer:s peculicr peonle. Upon arriving
at a home out in the morc extensiv§.§sttlements, they )
rode up as nesr to the 'fence or gcte as possible and. \
v v / N

there rameined silent, waiting for some one to éppear

.
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< from the house. ¥ever wps-a call or hello:made, *
: oL / . ] O
Statue-li

ke ﬁhg'WOmgu peddlers remained ﬁatiéatly.
waiting. If no one éppeared;“thgyjfufned;ygpii

ponies and rods away:

>
REE .

!

i
hl'

It was sald that most Qf th: members-of
Sre=zk [own were not full-blood members of the Jreek
. hed :2
Nation but wer: luchees, membérs of a once powerful

tribe dhich had been reduted by wars and pestilences,

finally being incorparated.into tne Jreek‘ﬁribe. 2
. ¢ ' L .q-;&:c
In course of time the number living’in the §

so-called town became few and eventually all dis- > .
. appeared but uatil the beginning of 1670 sevaral
« . "-‘ ’ M -
ware yet alive, New owners now live in the section :
e - - P - ) 2 C
- once occupied by Creek town, and they are now e "
rzmembered by a coapdrétively_few persons of .todey. ' a
~ . . ‘.£
: . . N ST
( Qn Christemm day % was & custon of the' 3
menbers of tiiz settlement to mske a grezt deal of: )
noise with their firearms, firing their guns
N " R s ‘ - ' ' oo
throughtiout the day, beginning in the early morning. |,
. o In settlement of an old claim against the
m ' . . < A
‘ Governwent tne Creek Town people once received a . ,
. a - -
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good-sized monetary ‘payment and led a merry!fife while

the money lusted. .mong thoue whosq namnes are,yet'recall~

. ¥
N : .
ed by some few persons, are those of thn);honpson and Jim,

whose surn. .e was Cane, for they Tived in the midst .of tall

B

wild cune snd woodlands. .here was also Jreeck John, some-'

. N ’
‘ <,

times called John ia¥ker; zlso Creek Lem, . reek .ied; two

-

me. who wers xnown as old Jreex aArch and yougé oreek

wrehy figegylumby, an aged womédn; and 2ig betsy, ialking

3etsy, Kayeugi, znd epsy.

.

- .

NOTE ) _
This erticle was written from personal recollections.
. Elizabeth Ross.
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