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"CHEEK TOWN".

Tne term" "Creek iown" is seldom heard at the

prssent tiine,"but in bygone years it was of frequent

mention. Heference was not to a town In the generally

accepted ne^.nin^ of tr.e ter:n, but to a small settle-

merit, t.ie people of rthicn really belonged to the

Oreek tribe. v • ~ ,

r - .-. •

..' '.'(hen trfe several .Indian tribes were being re-

moved from east of the Mississippi river to Indian

Territory, during the thirties of the nineteenth

century, small numbers of Jreek citizens, living*

at-the borders of thj original Cherokee country,

"Sere removed along with the Oherokees. They'were

ia>groups w|ich settled here and there in the

regions- set^part for the Gheiokees. Through an «

act of the -Cherokee 2\ational Jouncljl/ these

small bodies of Creeks were given the rights of

Charokees and allowed to" continue in occupancy of

the lands upon vvhicn'tiiey had established themselves.

One of the oldest Creek settlements was that

which, was made a short distance south of the oon-
*

-fiuence-of-^-

6
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some five to six miles south-east of Tahlequah, and - / •/

immediately east of tne Pari Hili lcfeality. i'hese ', ?

Creeks bailt themselves lo?. houses, with wooden ' ;

chimneys, lined inside with thin pieces of 3tone/

»
or with adhesive clsy or. mortar mede from li;.r»e and

sand, i'hey cultivates smbli tracts of "ti; :" fertile
»

ltead, r&isim- corn aud beans and a .y,arietv of the

swe^t pot\to Kiio.vn -.;s tue "Spanish potato", i'hey

î sed mortars in .vhicn to pound tneir corn into

hominy grits, and nunted-in the woodl'r-nds and , %

caught or speared fish in tne strea-is* 3raall wood- '

en houses were built above the graves of deceasedfy

members of tne small coauaunity, which w s ̂ nown .as • f

-j ireek Town/ ihe wosen of the town ̂ rode forth on ;

. peddling expeditions at tines, afferine fish, l*resh.-' '

or barbecued, ho.-ainy"" e;rits, swe-t potatoes, or

wkleberries ^nd wild onions in season,. ?ina occa-r.

eg^s ana Cuiciceris rfor s le 'or

barter. ' ~%

The Ore :ks wero peculiar people. Upon arriving

at a home out in the inoro extensivj"settlements, they

rode up as nev:r to the'fence or gtte as possible and

there remained silent/ waiting for soms one to appear
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• from the house./Never .was a c a l l o r ' he l lo .made, •

3 t a t u e - l i k e the women- peddlers remained p a t i e n t l y

wai t ing . If no one appeared, ' they-turned ;,£heir

ponies, and rode away;' " . . - * ' " .
i ' " : ' • • ' - .

It was said' that most Qf thi members-of - /

Jre^k Town were not full-blood members, of the Jreek

Nation but wer;> Juchees, members of a once oowerful "
Y

tribe 4hich had been reducea. by wars and .pestilences,

finally being incorporated-into tne Jreek tribe. ^

In course of time the numB§"r living* in the f

"so-called town became fev/ arid eventually all dis- '<* .

appeared but until th© beginning of 1800 several • •/

ware yet alive. New owners now live in' the section ;"

once occupied by Greek Town, and they are now " • ''„ ;'! ^
, - • ' . *

remembered by a co.iDaratively few persons of >today. %

^n ChristHKSB day i?t was a custom of the ^

meiabers'of th'; settlement to make a great deal of" _.
i

•a

noise with their firearns, firing the,ir runs

throughout th© day, beginning in the early morning. v» '

' *

In seitleiuenf of an old claim against the

Government tne Creek Town pepple once received a .

\
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good-sized monetary 'payment and led1 a merry-life v.hile
; . C ' ••

the. money lasted, .among thoue whose names are yet recall-

ad by some few persons, are those of John^ Jho apson and Jioi,

whose su'rn. ..e was Cane, for they lived in the midst „of tall

wild cane arid woodlands. Jlere was also vJreek John, some- '

tiraes called John ,?afker; also Oreek Lem, Jreek ,«'ed; tv/o'

rae.. who were >-nown as old Jre^k Arch and young Jreek

.urch; figgylumby, an aged woman; and 1'ig Betsy, /alking '

3etsy, Kaytugi, arid ".'-epsy. . •• '

NOTE . *
This article was written from personal -recollections.

Elizabeth Ross,


