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sam Davis was 8 Georgia Cherokee who game to the Indian Territory

’ ' -~
years after the Charokees from Tennessee and ZJouth Cirolina had assttled

v

here.
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Eia ranch was located about four and one hnlf miles northwest of

porum, Oklahoma at the foot of a range ‘of mountains.’ An ideal place for

Ithe ranch house and other i;uildinrgs. Mr. Davis dealt i{n native cattle
only, and in the Spring he wou}i start his co;.vbo;,'s out buying up cattle
fz‘om farmers antd residenta in small towns, )
- The boys did not have clheck bo :ks in buying up cattle, but wo;zld'have‘
several hundred dollars in their brots and a trusty 45 colt pistc;l on théiir
pips. The nearest bank from thisiranoh'wae in i‘ort Smith, .Arkansaa/\?klxich

hs did his banking. The .remchee in the Chero;gae' Nation had 6nly smell
pastures at tie ranch which wés known as tixe. horse “pasture and apother small
pa;ature was used for cattle ‘t}.a«t he had bought and rebranded end held for
zome time. In this pasture ke would keep a few of his milk cows which one.
ore a bell on her neck. In this way the x‘xe}n cattle would not wander off t'ho
3 ange and drift back 'where they were puz;chas-;ad. The ranch cattle of the .

. herokee Na’&ién ranged from Fort “mith, Ai*kansas south to the Kansss line on

o

the north. ‘ I
After ;he shipping seasonm;s over, whi‘ch was about the last éi‘ Sept-
mber, an. cattlemeq were notified of the fall found-up and each outfit wsas
tven a ct;rtain distl:iot to- cc;_ver. Each cowboy had a book with all the

pf éi:ittle from 'e_very ranch in the_Indian Territory. Qc&asionally they
_' ul‘d pick up one that had strayed two hundred miles from the ranch where it
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Pelonged. In this case the animal would be held and its owner would be note ‘
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