eI T S ———

SMITH, JOHN REDBIRD. INTESVIEY

el

!
N . )
, .

Muskogee, Oklahoma ' o
June 18th, 1937 ‘ .

¥

Worgs ere insdequate to express My appreciation
of the courtesy and hospitellty extended me durigg.
ny stay with John Redbird Smith, sssistant chief of
the Kee-Too-Wah ‘soclety and his brother, Sam Smith,
—whg_ig‘chief of the soclety, also for the most

valuable infbrmaxion‘giVen in tvheir interview.
Chief Sam Smith is property custodian of the

Kee-Too-Wah und the last day\\f\my visit with them ° »
he brought forth the ritualistié paraphernalia o

the order. <Ihe secretuwcrk%eﬁ—%he order and ‘the

gaored teachings are worked into seven .pieces of
beautiful wémpum rang}ng in 31ze £fom the smdllest

piece which is three iné?as in width end about two
ARSI b e s b b e s e s 2n L
end one half feet long, “white in coldr ‘with -seven - - . -
pieces of white buekskin about one half inchfwide

workzﬁ jinto. it crofwuse, eqn&l aistance apart

o

representing the seven clans of the Cherokees swoIn

I;’.)r.\

-

to‘etgrngl peace.
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Another iarger piec‘ of wayﬁum,of blue-with the

peace pipe and a .tomghawk worked in white, ifs _

meaning, as Mr, Smith explained it %o me, the peace,

yipe and the,white tomahawk unstained with blood

symbelized peace amd brotherly love for all manklni.,
| The largest piece of wiampum is oix inches wide

and about six feet in lemgth worked in blue with a s

white stripe about one inch wide thfoﬁgh\the center
diverging into a white square. at each end of the wampum.‘
In one of these squares g is workp@ the figure of
two men with clasPed.héndsf meéning sworn éllegiance to -
each other to go down 1life's pathway togaﬁber and be |
o quare to the end. '

I was informed by Mr. Smith’ that the age of this
wampum is unknown -to t@e.ln@iané b? tgday‘as they have
been handed down, ghneration after generation for
nundreds of years. The beads in this wampum are all }‘1

hand<cut beads, cut feom sea shells which is one of

the lost arts for many centuries ﬁast.
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Other ;gieces of the, wampum ha¥ve characters worked
into it d.ea],ing with the rn.tualis’cic seoret work og
'che organiza’c‘ion. It ia all very besutiful and a.ncient
work. ‘. : | . |

Chief Smith al'so has'in hig possession the old
Ghérakee \ptae\e pipe‘ made of stone from their 0ld home
‘#h Pennessee in 1865, which was the last peace pipe
mgld.e by the Cherokees. The pipe measures from bottom
to "'t'b;p of. bowl about five inches by two and one hali’
inches in dismeter, has a stem made of bois B‘arc. about

¥

two feet in length and weighs about three pounds.,

et " . "+ Jas. S. Buchanan.



