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An Interview with Mr. G. Y. (Verd) Morris,
Granite, Oklahoma.

I was born near Mount Wash which is now Granite,

Oklahoma, on March 18, 1897, the last of four children

born to my parents who were John T. Morris and Mary. S.

Evans Morris. They were married near here. My father

came to Greer County from Texas in 1887. My oldest

brother, Chas. I* Morris, was born on the old homestead

in 1891. It was then in the Territory or Greer County,

Texas, as it was called. My two sisters A^aud, born 1893,

and Connie, born 1895, were also born in the Territory while

I, born March 18, 1897, am a full fledged Oklahoman, and we

were all born on the same place and in the same house. The

name moved, we did not.

I know of very little History of the country which

cannot be better told by either Mr. George Briggs or isoc-

sheriff S.1 H. Tittle as both are old timers; however that

you may know how the early settlers managed 1 will relate an

accident which occurred in my family. My mother tells me
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that when I was about one year old, she nad me s i t t i n g

in a high-chair which my father had made of a box, on

legs, in front of the f i replace . I turned myself over,
*

falling on my head in the fire, ^he grabbed me out and

the embers were sticking to the skull. Home remedies

were administered, while a man hastened to Mangum for

the Doctor, a distance of thirteen miles, on horseback

across the river. The doctor at last arrived, but I

was treated at home and a year passed before my head was

healed. Pioneer people knew how to doctor themselves.

K. C» Cox was the first postmaster at Mount Wash,

that I can remember.

I have been many places in my life and served as a

soldier in the World War, but I have never had a home

address anywhere else but here.

My father died here in 1909, but my mother yet owns

the farm and thero is not one cent owed igainst it.

I am glad that this effort is being made to collect

Pionaer History, as my parents took part in all activities

of the early settler*. My father helped build the churches

and •choolhouaes of this locality.
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I have a gun which was issued to my f a t h e r during

the Indian scare of 1892, when the Cheyenne and Arapaho

Indians were t h r ea t en ing the white people i n Greer County.

I shallbfi glad to place i t with the Indian-Pioneer History

Project, if you so desire* 1 would like a receipt of some

kind, so that my children may know where the ri«£le i s , if

they should like to see i t .


